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T O T HE 


P U B L I G 


IF the author of the Complete HiAory of 
England may be allowed to jvdge from 
the ejctraoi-dinafy di^mand £br his.work, 
and the fentiment^ of mahy perfoo8« for \vhofe 
opinions he has the ntfQoft deference, this 
additioik Will be favourably received^ and in»- 
deed required by hiis readers^ a$ a completion 
of the original plan. 

In this taflc he has engaged with the greater 
alacrity, afr the fubge(9: teems with incidents 
stnd t vents which the faiflorian can record 
with plieafiire, and the reader pcrufc with pc«- 
culiar ikd$fa<3:Lon. 

The latter part of what has htcn offered to 
the public exhibits an mnpleafing tiflue of 
inifcoadu^ and raifcarriage; at home, an ad- 
miniftr^tioa without vigour if abroad, a war 
without fucceis: in a word, a people groan* 
iBg under the double prefilire of internal dis- 
content and external dishonour. In the period 
that remains to be difcuffed, the fcene is 
agreeably changed, and prelents fuch a for- 
tunate a£embhge of objects as never oc- 
curred in any other aei* oiF Englifh hiftory. . 

The views of the crown are at length re- 
<?pncikd to the defires of the people. We 
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fee, for the firft time, a minifter in full pof- 
fcffion of popularity, requiring infinitdy greater 
liibfidies than erer^were exacted under any 
former reign, fince the beginning of the mo- 
narchy; and the fubjedls paying them with 
chearfulnefs, becaufe they confide in the inte- 
grity of the adminiftration, and know thofe 
liberal aids will be expended for the honour 
and advantage of the commonwealth. We 
have alfo lived to fee the fallacy of a perni- 
cious and ipurious maxim, adopted by fome 
late miniflers, that the machine of govern- 
ment could not be properly moved, unlefs the 
wheels were fmeared with corruption. 

Our military operations are ndw planned 
with fo much wifdom and fagacity, ^ and exe- 
cuted .with fuch ipirit, as revive the luftre of 
paft ages; and the glory of our late conquefls 
even rivals the renown of thofe heroic at- 
chievements' which dignify and adorn the 
ancient annals of Great Britain. We behold 
valour tutored by conduft, fentiment united 
with courage, and the godlike virtues of hu- 
manity fliining in the midft of flaughter and 
defolation. What is ftill more extraordinary, 
and above all other circumftances redounds to 
the honour. of our national councils, we feel 
none of thofe rude tempefts that are raifed 
by the furious breath of war. Notwith- 
ftanding all the hoftile efforts of the mofl 
formidable epemy, which Difcord could have 

armed 
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arnQted againfl: this ifland, we enjoy the blcff- 
ings of fecurity and repofcp as if we were 
hedged around by fome Divinity; and our 
commerce flburifhes undiilurbed as in the 
bofbm of peace. 

Themes like thefe caiinot fail to warm the 
heart, and animate the pen of the hiftorian, 
who glows with the lovfe of his country. Yet 
he will carefully avoid the imputation of en- 
thufiafm. In the midft of his tranfports he 
hopes to remember his duty, and check the 
exuberance of zeal with the rigid feverity of 
hiftorical truth. 

This is the guiding ftar by which he hath 
hitherto fteered his dangerous courfc ; the ftar 
whofe chearing radiance has conduced him 
fafe through the rocks of prejudice and the 
tides of fadtion. Guiltlefs of all connexions 
that might be fuppofed to afFedl his candour, 
and endanger his integrity, he Is determined 
to proceed with that fearlefs fpirit of inde- 
pendence, by which he flatters himfelf the 
former part of the work hath been remark- 
ably diftinguifhed. Equally incapable of fer-' 
vile complaif^jice to power, and implicit at- 
tachment to particular fyftems, he will praife 
without referve, and blame without appre- 
henfion, as often as virtue merits his ap|tlaufe, 
or vice provokes his cenfure; arid the reader 
fhall have no juft caufe to tax him with 
having concealed any important blcmiih or 
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dt£c& even in the moft ihining cbarader^ for 
far as it falls within the province of biftpry. 

. He takes this opportunity of exprefBng his 
warmed: acknowledgments to thofe gentle- 
men who have contributed their advice and 
affiftance towards the execution of this.de- 
iign ; and as he is provided with authentic 
materials for that purpose, he doubts not but 
that he (hall be able to preferve the favour 
of the public, which he fhall always affidu* 
oufly cultivate, in prefenting it with the 
iequel of a work, which hath furmounted 
every fpecies of pppofition, and acquired 
^ fome degree of credit, though unowned by 
patronage, and unfuflained by party. 

• % 

N. B. As many anonymous writers have been hired to 

abufe this work in printed papers and pamphlets, the 

author takes this opportunity of declaring, that if any 

perfon of character in the Republic of Letters Ihall 

think proper to cenfure this hiftory in pjrint, and fet 

* his name to his animadverfions, he (the author) will 

' anfwer them to the beft of his power; but it cannot: 

: be expeded that he fkould employ his time in dif** 

puting with obfcure, mercenary* and defperate fcrib- 

blers, who enlift themfelves under the banners of 

malicious interefted calumny, and may be faid to fub- 

Cift upon the wagesr of affidSnation. - 
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1r*^HE p^ace <tf Auc-ia-ChapcHe, hipweveif An, tyjfl. 
yaftable or ingbrious it might sppdix to RcAoo 
- ihofefewwhoundcrftoodtlieintercfts,an4 ^"^^^ 
felt for the honoOf of iheir couhtry, wa5 neverthelcfi 
not unwelccHne to the n^ition in general* The Bri- 
tish miniftry wiU always find it more difficult to 
fatisfy the people ac the end of a fuccefsful cam^ 
{idgn, than at the conclufion of an unfortunate 
w^. The Englifh are impatient of mifcarriage 
md difaippointment, and too apt to be intoxicated 
with vi&ory . At this period they were iiitd 6f the 
burthens, aiki fick of the difgraces, to which they 
had been expofed in the courfe of feven tedious 
campaigns. They had fiiffered conliderable lofles 
and interruption in the article of commerce, which 
was thefource of their Aatioilal opulence and power: 
they knew it would of neceffity be clogged with 

A 4 addl« 
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Att' *74*' additional duties, for the maintenance of a con- 
tinental war, and the fupport of foreign fublidia- 
ries ; and they drew very faint prefages of future 
fuccefs either from the copduft of their alli^p,- -or 
the capacity of their commanders. 

To a people influenced by thefe confiderations, 
the reftoration of a free 'trade, the rcfpite from that 
anxiety and fulpcnce which the profecution of a war 
never fails to engender, and the profpeft of fpeedy 
deliverance ' from difcourag^ng reftraint and op- 
preflive impofitions, were advantages that fweet- 
jcned the bitter draught of a dilhonourable treaty, 
and induced the majority of the nation to acquiqfce 
in the peace, not barely without m^urmuring, but 
even with fome degree of fatisfeftion and applaufe. 
Thcadhc- Immediately after the exchange of ratifications 
Se^' Incc ^^ Aix-la-Chapelle the armies were broke up : the 
of Wales allies in the Netherlands withdrew their feveral pro- 
join the portions of troops ; the French began to evacuate 
in rarlia- Flanders ; and the Englifb forces were reimbarked 
ment. for their own country. His Britannic majefty re- 
turned from his German dominions in November, 
having landed near Margate in Kent, after a danger- 
ous paflage -, aijid on the twenty-ninth of the fame 
-month he opened the fcflion of parliament. By 
this time the mifunderftanding between the two 
firft perfonages of the royal family had been Jn- 
creafed by a frefti acceflion of matter. The prince 
of Wales had held a court of ftannery, or what is 
called a parliament, in quality of duke of Cornwall 5 
and revived fome claims attached to that dignity, 
which, had they been admitted, would have greatly 
, augmented his influence among the Cornilh bo- 
roughs. 

Thefe 
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Thefe efforts aroufed the jealouiy of the admt- An. 174J. 
niftratioii, Which had always confidcred them as 
an intcreft wholly depending upon the crown ; and 
therefore the pretenfions of hh royal highnefs were 
oppofed by the whole weight of the miniftry. His 
adherents refenting thefe hoftiUties as an injury to 
their royal mafter, immediately joined the remnant 
of the former oppofition in parKament, and re- 
folved to counteraft all the niinifterial meafures 
that ihould fall under their cognizance ; at leaft^ 
they determined to feizc every opportunity of 
thwarting the fervants of the crown, in every (cheme 
or propofal that had not an evident tendency to the 
advantage of the nation. 

This band of auxiliaries was headed by the earl 
of E— t, Dr. Lee, and Mr. ^ — t. The firft pof- 
fefled a fpccics of eloquence rather pkufible than 
powerful : he fpoke with fluency and fire : his Ipirit 
was bold and enterprifing, his apprehenfion quick, 
and his repartee fevere. Dr. Lee was a man of ex- 
tenfive erudition and irreproachable morals, parti- 
cularly verfed in the civil law, which he profcflTcd, 
and perfeftly well acquainted with the conftitution 
of his country. Mr. N — t was an orator of mid- 
dling abilities, who harangued upon all fubjcfts in- 
difcriminately, and fupplied with confidence what 
he wanted in capacity : he had been at fome pains 
to ftudy the bufinefs of the houfe, as well as to 
underftand the machine of government •, and was 
tolerably well heard, as he generally fpoke with 
an appearance of good humour, and hazarded every 
whimfical idea as it rofe in his imagination. But 
Lord Bolingbroke is faid to have been the chief 
fpring which, in fecret, aduated the delibera- 

tionSr 
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Ad. 174?: titm$ of the prince's . court That' no^a«ii». 
feemingly fequeftcred from the tvimults of a p^rfj- 
liclife, refided ia dw neighbourhood of London, 
^ Battcrfea, where he was vifited like a ianted 
lluioe by all the diftinguilhed votaries of wit, elo- 
quence, and political ambition. There he was c*ri- 
ovated and admired for the elegance of his noan- 
ners, and the charms of his converfarion. The 
prince's curiofity was firft captivated by his cha- 
rader, and his efteem was afterwards- fecured by 
the irrefiftible addrefs of that extraordinary pei^ 
fonage, who continued in a regular progreflion to 
Jnfinuate himfelf ftiU farther and farther into the 
good graces of his royal patron. How far the 
eonduft of his royal highnefs was induenced by 
the private advice of this nobleman, we ftiall not 
pretend to determine: but, certain it is, the friends 
of the miniftry propagated a report, that he was 
the diftator of thofe meafures which the pnnce 
adopted i and that, under the fpecious pretext of 
attachment to the heir-apparent of the crown, he 
concealed his real aim, which was to perpetuate 
the breach in the royal family. Whatever his fen- 
timents. and motives might have been, this was no 
Other than a revival of the old miniftcnal clamour, 
importing, that a man cannpt be well afFeded to 
the king, if he pretends to cenfure any meafurc 
of the adminiftration. ' . , r 

r.v XV The weight which the oppoUtion derived from 

oSfj- thefe new confederates in the Jioufc of commons, 
"*^' was ftiU greatly overballanced by the power, in- 
fluence, and ability, that fuftained every mimftenal 
proieft. Mr. Pelham, who chiefly managed the 
helm of aflrairs, was generaUy eflieemed as a man rf 

honefty 
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bonefty )Mid candour, actuated by a fincerc love for An. 17^ 
his country, though be had been educated in er- 
ronequ^ principles of., government, and in fome 
meafure obUged to profecute a fatal fyftem, which 
defcended to him by inheritance. 

At this tiffie he numbered Mr. Pitt among his 
fellow-minifters, and was moreover fupported by 
many other individuals of diftinguiQied abilities j 
among whom tte firft place, in point of genius, was 
due to Mr. M — -— , who executed the office of 
foUicitor-general. . This gentleman, the fon of a 
noble family in North Britain, had raifed himfelf 
to great eminence at the bar, by the moft keen 
intuitive fpirit of apprehenfion, that feemed to fcizc 
every objeft at firft glance, aa innate . fagjicity 
that faved the trouble of intenfe application, and 
an irrefiftible ftream of eloquence, that flowed pure 
and claffical, ftrong and copious, refleding, in the 
moft confpicuous po'mt of view, the fubjects over 
which it rolled, and fweeping before it all the flime 
pf formal helitation, and all the intangling weed$ 
of chicanery. 

Yet the fervaRts of the- crown were not fo im- 
plicitly attached to the firft minifter as to acquiefce 
in all his plans, and dedicate their time and talents 
to the fupport of every court- mc^ure indifcrimi-; 
natdiy. This was one material point in which Mr. 
Pelham deviated from the maxims of his prede- 
ceilbr, who' admitted of no coatradiftion from any 
of his adherents or fellow-fervants, but infifted 
upon their facrificing their whole perception and 
faculties to his con^luft and difpofal. That fordid 
deference to a miaifter no longer charaderized 
fhe fubordinatc inftruments of the adminiftration- 

Ic 
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An. i74». It was not unufual to fee th^ great officers of the 
government divided in a parliamentary debate, and 
to hear the fecretary at war oppofing with great 
vehemence a claufe fuggefted by the chancellor of 
the exchequer. 

After all, if we coolly confider thofe afguments 
which have been bandied about, and retorted with 
fuch eagemefs and acrimony in the houfq of cpm- 
mons, and diveft them of thofe paflionate tropes 
and declamatory metaphors which the fpirit of op- 
pofition alone had produced, we (hall find very 
little left for the fubjeft of difpute, and fometimes 
be puzzled to difcover any material fource of dif- 
agreement. 
Seffion In the month of November his majefty opened 

opened, the feflion of parliament with a fpeech, importing. 
That the definitive treaty of peace was at length 
figned by all the parties concerned ; That he had 
made the moft efFeftual provifion for fecuring the 
rights and interefts of his own fubjefts ; and pro- 
cured for his allies the beft conditions, which, in ' 
the prcfent fituation of affairs, could be obtained. 
He faid, he had found a general good difpofition 
in all parties to bring the negotiation to a happy 
conclufion -, and obferved, that we might promife 
ourfelves a long enjoyment of the bleffings of 
peace. Finally, after having remarked that times 
of tranquillity were the proper feafons for lefTening 
the national debt, and firengthening the kingdom 
againft fyture events, he recommended to the com- 
mons the improvement of the public revenue, the 
maintenance of a confiderable naval force, the ad- 
vancement of commerce, and the cultivation <rf 
the arts of peace. 

This 
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This fpeech, as ufual, wais cpchoed back by an An- '74** • 
addrefs to the throne from both houies, contain- 
ing general cxpreflions of the lyarmeft loyaky and 
gratitude to his majefly, an4 iipplying the moft 
perfeft fatisfadion and acquiefcence in the articles 
of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. 

The members in the oppofition, according to Debate on 
cuftom, cavilled at the nature of this addrefs. ^^^' 
They obferved, that the late pacification was the 
worft ind moft inglorious of all the bad treaties to 
which the Englilh nation had ever fubfcribed : that 
it was equally difgraceful, indefinite, and abfurd : 
They faid the Britifh navy had gained fuch an 
afcendancy over the French at fea, tTiat the fources 
of their wealth were already choaked up -, that the 
fiege of Maeftricht would have employed their ^ 
arms in the Low Countries till the arrival of the 
Ruffians -, and that the acceffion of thefe auxilia- 
ries would have thrown the fuperiority into the 
fcale of the allies. They did not fail to take notice^ 
that the moft important and original objeft of the 
war was left wholly undecided ; and they demon- 
ftrated the abfurdity of their promifing, in the ad- 
drefs, to make good fuch engagements as his ma- 
jefty had entered into with his allies, before they 
knew what thofe engagements were. ^ ' 

In anfwer to thefe objedlions the minifters re- 
plied. That the peace was in itfelf rather better 
than could be expefted ; and that the fmalleft delay 
might have proved fatal to the liberties of Europe. 
They affirmed, That the Dutch were upon the 
point of concluding a neutrality, in confequence 
of which their troops would have been withdrawn 
from the allied army j and, in that cafe, even the ^ 

addi- 
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An; 1748. addition of the Ruffian auxiliaries would not have 
rendered it a match for the ciiemy. They afTerted, 
That if the war had been prolonged another year, 
the national credit of Great Britain muft have been 
intirely ruined, inafmuch as infany of the public 
funds had in the preceding fe^lfon funk below par, 
fo that the miniftry had begun to.defpair of feeing 
the money paid in on the new fubfcription. 

With refpeft to *the reftoration of Cape Breton, 
the limits of Nova Scotia, and the right of na- 
vigating without fearch in the American feas:, which 
right had been kft uneftabiilhed in the treaty; 
. - they declared. That the firfl: was an xinnecefiary 
expence, of no confequence to Great Britain ; and 
that the other two were points in difpute, to be 
amicably fettled irt private conferences by commif- 
faries duly authorized; but. by no ijicans artides 
to be cftabliflied by a general treaty. 

The Britifh miniftry, m the courfe of their par- 
liamentary contefts, have generally injured their 
own projefts, by attempting to prove pofitions in- 
difcreetly urged ; in the face of common fenfe and 
underftanding. Had they refted their defence of 
the treaty upon the imminent dangei* to which the 
States of the Ujiited' Provinces were expofed, and 
the certain profpeft of their being obliged to with- 
draw their forces from the general confederacy, 
the plea would have been perhaps univerfally ad- 
mitted; or, at Icaft, it would have fcrved as a 
plaqfible excufe for clofing with certain propofab, 
whichy in other circumftances, ought to have been 
rejefted with difdain. But, in prefuming to offer 
fuch an outrage to the underftanding of the people, 
as that, of deciding, that the difputcs which pro- 
duced 
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duced the war ^vrttt not the objefts to be dif- A«-*74^- 
cui&d in the treaty of peace j and th^t the na- 
doftal credit of Great Britain would not f)r6bab!y 
fufiice to animate the operations of another cam- 
psiiffi i they expoTed themfelve^ to the cenfure and 
the ricticiile of all the worlds and even invalidated 
thf^ credit which dieir other aliegations had a right 
to acquire. 

If the public credit h^ ^un any rilque, or un^ 

defgofic th^ fmalleft Ihock, this misfortune was not 

owing w the war^ but to the (hamefiil praftices of 

the tfiinUikets themfelves, who ende^oured to m^fe 

ft job of the ftibfeription, f6r the benefit of thrir 

Avourites anduiiderilirajipers. As in every former 

wtpedientof this kind the fubfcription had fold fol- 

a OMfiderahk premium, they conchided that this 

would -meet with theiame eager reception ; and ill 

this hope parcelled out the greater part of it among 

dieir friends and adherents, though few of them^ 

had 4fflredit Sufficient to borrow money for the firil: 

pay mpnc tf the large fums for which they' were 

allowed to^fabfoiibe : a circumftance of which thoi'e 

who were teally moneyed men took the advantage. 

They were determined againft fubmitting to thfe 

tyranay «f this minifterial job 5 and they reftrained 

tteu: impatieace to pur chafe, well knowing that the 

fubfcriptiQn would fall id a eonfidcrable difcount, 

Th^ difficulty, therefore, that threatened to dog 

tjie <>f)eratioiis of government was owing to a fcan- 

dalpus/i^rit of monopoly and oppreffion in the 

meipl^^ q£ tik Jidminiftraition^ not to Aediftreffes 

of ^e yuWip, which' we have lived 00 fee in a Bou- 

rifhing cpadition, under the toad of m«ch greatet 

incumhnuices, ^ -^ 

What 
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An. 1748. What the opppfition wanted in ftrcngth, it en* 
Supplies dcavour?d to mak? up with fpirit and perfeverance, 
' Every criinifterial motion and meafurc wascan- 
vafled, fifted, and impugned with uncominon art 
and vivacity : but all this little availed againft 
the fingle article of fuperior number j and accord- 
ingly this was the fource of certain triumph in all 
debates, in which the fervants of the crown were 
united. The nation had redfon to expeft an im- 
mediate mitigation in the article of annual expence, 
confidering the number of : trqdp^ and ihips of war 
which had been reduced at the ratification of the 
treaty : but they were difagreeably undeceived in 
ftnding thcipfelyes again loaded with very extraor-^ 
dinary impofitions, for the payment of a vaft debt 
which the governmj^nt had contrafted in the courfe 
of the war, notwithftanding the incredible aid« 
granted in parliament. 

Four points of confideration did the committ^ 
of fu^ply eftablifh, in their deliberatip|is concern-' 
ing the fums neceflary to be r^ifeci \ namely^- for 
fulfilling the engagements which the parliament 
had entered into with his majefty, and the fcrviccs 
undertaken for the fuccefs of the war -, for dif- 
charging debts contrafted by the government; for 
making good deficiencies j and for defraying the 
current expence of the year. 

It appeared, th^t the, nation owed four and forty 
thoufand pounds to the eleftor of Bavaria 5 above 
thirty thoufand to the duke of Brunfwic 5 the like 
fum* to the landgraye of Hefie Caffel 5 and near 
nine thoufand pounds to the eleftor of Mentz. The 
queen of Hungary claimed an ai:rear of one hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. The city of Glafgow, in 

North 
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North Britain, prefented a petition, pfaying to be An; 174!. 
reinibiirfed in. the fum of ten thouftnd pounds, ex- 
torted from th^t Corporation by the fob of the Pre- 
tender,, during the rdbelli6n. One hundred and 
twelve thoufand pounds were owing to the forced 
in North Arfieriiia and: the Eaft'Iildies.; befides 
iiear half a million diie on extraordinary cxpendc 
incurred by the' land-forces in America, Flanders, 
and North firitain^ th^ plHce of ordnance, and 
other fervitcs of the Uftyear, to which the par- 
liamentary provlfion ' did not extend. ' ^nie re- 
ihaihihg debt of the ordnance amounted to above 
tWo hundred 'and thirty thoufand pourids : but the 
navy-bills could not be difcharged for' lefs than four 
millions. The additiort of two millions three Hun- 
dred and feventy four thoitfand three hundred thir- 
ty-three pounds fifteen fhilliftgs and two penccj 
were required for the current fervice of the year. 
In a word, the whole anriuai fupply exceeded eight 
Itiillions fterling; a fum at which the whole nation 
cxpreffed equal aftonilhment and dlfguft. It was 
charjged upon the duties on malt, mum, cyder, 
and perry, the land-tax at four (hillings in the 
pound, annuities on the finking fund, an applica- 
tion of 'one million from that depofit, (nda ban 
•of the like fum to be charged on the firft aids of 
next feffioti. The number of feamen was reduced 
to feyenteen thoufand, and that of the land forces 
to eighteetr thoufand eight hundred and fifty- 
feveh, inchiding guafds and garrifons^ . 

iBvery article of expence, however, was warmly Oppofi- 
difputed by the anti^ courtiers v efpecially the de- **®" ^ * 
mand Of the^queeh of Hungary, which was deemed of "SS* 
uiireafonably ^xdrbitant vt^rA rapacious, confideiinff EmpreCi. 
' Numb, n B the '^''^'^ 
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^* i7;ttr the /eats of blood wkich we had fhed, and the im« 
rpenfity of treafurc we had exhauft^d for heir be- 
nefit: aad furely the fubjefts of this nation had 
^me reafon to complain of an indul^nee of this 
nature, granted to a power which they had Jiterally 
Fnatch?d from the brink of ruin ; a power whofe 
quarrel tTiey had efpoufed with a degree of enthur 
fiatm^ that did much, more hoaour to their gaJUantry 
than to their difcredon : a power ihat kept aloo^ 
with a ftatelin^fs of pride peculiar to heifdf m^ 
family, and beheld hef Britilh auxiliaries fighting 
her battles at their own expence j while flic Squan- 
dered away, in the idle pageantry of barbarouf 
magnificence, thofe an?ple fubfidies whfch they ad- 
vanqed in order to maintain her arpdies, and £iArni(h 
out her proportion of the war. The leaders of th^ 
oppofition neglefted no opportunity of embittering 
the triumphs of their adverfaries : they inveighed 
againft the extravagance of granting fixieen Jthou^ 
fand ppunds for the pay pf general and ftaff ofr 
ficers during a peace that required no fpch eftar 
blilhmen t, efpecially at a .junfture when the n% 
,tional imcumbrances rendered it abfolutely necefr 
. fary to pra6liie every expedient of oeconomy . They 
even combated the requefl; of the city of .Gj^govjr 
to be indemnified for the extraordinary exadlion if 
underwent from the rebels ; although it appeared, 
from unqueftionablc evidence, that this extraordif 
nary contribution was exacted on account of thaf 
cityis peculiar attachment to the reigning family \ 
that it had always invariably adhered to revolution- 
* . principles ; and, with an unequalled ^irit of loyal; 

i»- ty and zeal for the proteftant fuccieffion, diftinguiftx: 

'; ' . " cd . itfelf bpth. in the laft and preceding rebellion. , 
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But th(s moft violent cpn^ft aroj^ upon, certfun An. i^^f. 


regulations wHich the miniftry wanted to cftabiifti Progrefs 
-|n €wb bi|l?i relating. to thcfea and landfcrvice. ^^^^^^'^^^ 
The firft,. under the tUle of a bill for ^ amending, fcamcii. 
j^l^ini^ng^ and reducing into one z£\ of parlia- 
im^nt the laws relating to the navy » was qikulated 
fijlely wife ia view of fubjp£Hng*half-pay oft^rj^ fp 
martial latW ; . aidefign which not on)y furnifhed tlut 
^pofiltiop yflth a pUuCibJe |i^dle for acfruiuig this 
m^niftcfiis, as intending to incroach upon the con* 
ftUait^^ in ord^r to extend the influence of the 
crown*, but 4fQ alannied thje^ fea-officers to fiich a- 
degree, th^t th^y aflcmbled to a:confiderable numr 
bep, with a viey ]Cp d^Ubier^te . upon the prope/r 
R^ean$ for defending their privileges and liberties 
J&f^i Invafion* 

The refult of their confultacions was a petition 
to the houfe of commons, fubfcribed by three ad- 
mirals and forty-feven captains^ not members of 
parUwnenti importing. That the bill in agitation 
contained feveral claufes tending to the injury ^nd 
di{l)onQur of all naval officers, as well as to the 
detriment of his majefty's fcrvlcc ; and that the lawjg 
already in force had been always found effedlual 
for fccuring the fervice of officers on half-pay, upon 
the mofl: preffing occafions : they therefore hopcc^ 
that they fhould not be fujbgeded to new hardjttiip5 
and difcouragements ; and begged to be heard by ^ 
their counfel, before the comnjittee of the whole 
houfe, touching fuch parts of the bill as rhey apr 
prehended would be injurious to themfelves and 
jthe other officers of his majefly*s naVy. This pe- 
tition was w^fentcd to the houfe by Sir John Nor«» 
ris, and the motion for its being read w^ f<?con4- 
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Aiur748. cd bySir Peter Warfen, whofe charafter was uni- 
'verfally eftecmed and beloved in die nation. 

This nieafure had like to have produced very 
' ferioustonfequences. Many commanders and fub- 
alterns had repaired to the board of adniii^lty, and 
threatened, in plain terms, to throvr up their com- 
'tniflions, m cafe the bill mould pafs into a law; 
and a general ferment was btgun among all the 
fubordinate members of the navy. A motfon was 
made, That the petitioners, according to their re- 
H^ueft, fliould be heard by their' counfel -, and this 
^ropofal was ftrongly urged by the firft orators of 
the antiminifterial affociation : but the minifter, 
confiding in his own ftrength, reinforced by the 
abilities of Mr. Pitt, Mr. Lyttleton, and Mr. Fox 
the fecrctary at war, ftrenuoufly oppofed the nio- 
tion; which, upon a divifion, was thrown out by a 
great majority. 

The feveral articles of the bill were afterwards 
'feparately debated with great warmth ; and al- 
though Mr.Pelham had, with the moft difinterefted 
air of candour, repeatedly declared that he required 
"no fupport, even from his own. adherents, but that 
which might arife from reafon* unreftrained, and 
•full convidion, he, on this occafion, reaped all the 
fruit from their zeal and attachment which could 
be eJtpefted from the moil- implicit complaifanee. 
Some plaufiWe amendments of the mod exception- 
able claufes^were offered, particularly of that which 
, impofed an oath upon the members of every court- 

martial, importing, that they fhoiild not, on any ac- 
count, dilclofe the opinionsor tranfaftionsof any fuch 
tribunal. This was cbnfidered as a fanftibn under 
which any court-martial might commit the moft fla- 
grant 
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grant afts of injuftice $nd oppreflion, which even An, 1748. 
the parliament itfelf could not redrefs, becaufc it 
would be impoflibic to afcertain the truth, eternally 
fcaled up by this abfurd obligation. The amendment 
propofed was, that the member of a court-martial 
might reveal the tranfadlions and opinions of it, 
in all cafes wherein the courts of juftice,' as th'f^ law 
now ftands, have a right to interfere, if required 
thereto by either houl'e of parliament : a very rea^ 
fonable mitigation, which however was rejedled by 
the majority. Neverthelefs, the fufpicion of an in.- 
tended encroachment had raifed fuch a clamour 
"without doors, and diffufed the odium of this mear 
fure lb generally, that the minifter thought proper 
to drop the projefted arricle of war, fubjefting the 
reformed officers of the navy to the jurifdiftion of 
courts-martial ; and the bill being alfo foftcned in 
other particulars, during its paffage through the 
tipper houfe,* at length received the royal ailent. 

The flame which this aft had kindled, was rather Objeai- 
incteafed than abated at the appearance of a new mutiny*, ^ 
mutiny-bill, replete with divers innovations,, tend- bill, 
ing'to. augment the influence of the crown, as well 
as the authority and power of a military jurifdic- 
tion. All the articles of war eftablifhed fince the 
feign of the fecond Charles, were fubmitted to the 
infpeftion of the commons ; and in thcfe appeared 
a gradual fpirit of encroachment, almoft- imper- 
ceptibly deviating fromr the civil inftitutes of the 
Englifh conftitution, towards the eftablifliment of 
a military dominion. By this new bill a power was 
vefted in any commander in chief to re vife and cor- 
Teft any legal fentence of a court martial, by which 
the members of fuchacourt, correfpcMiding with 
t - B 3 die 
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*«• »74^- the nature of a civil }uiy, were rcndef-ed ^bkhxtdif 
ufelefs, and the commander in a great nj^ul^ ab- 
' iblute ; for he^had not only the poiver of fuaimoning 
iuch officers as he might chbofe to fit on any trial, 
a prerogative unknown to any civil court of judica- 
.ture i but he was alfo at liberty ^ reVi^ and alter 
the fcntence ; fo that a man was fubjefb to ' two 
trials for the fame oflfence, and the commai^er in 
chief was judge both of the guilt and the puni^ 
meiit. By the final claufe of this bill, the martiad 
Jaw was extended to all officers On half-pay ; arid 
the faftie arguments which had been urged agaii^ 
this article in the navy-bill, were now repeated and 
reinforci^d with redoubled fervour. Many reafpos 
Were offered to prove that the half-pay was allotted 
1^ a recompence for palt fervice ; and tjtie opponents 
of the bill affirmed, that fuch an articlCj by augr 
mendng the dependents of the crowri^ might be 
very dangerous to the conftitution. Pn the other 
handi the partifens of the miniftry aflcrted that the 
half-pay was granted as a retaining fee ; . and that 
v^riginaUy all thofe who enjoyed this indulgence, 
Were deemed to be in a&ual fervice, confequendy 
fobjeft to martial law. .. Mr. P — ;— , who at this 
time exercifed the office of paymafter-gcneral.wifh 
a rigour of integrity unknown to the moft difinte- 
reftcd o£ all his predeceflbrs in that department, el- 
poufed the claufe in difpute, as a neceflary exten- 
fion of military difcipline which could r^ever be at* 
tended with any bad confequence to the liberty of 
the nation. The remarks which he made on this 
occafion implied an opinion that our liberties whoHjr 
cxifted in dependence upon the direction of the fo- 
vcreign, and the virtue of the army* ^" To thai: 

virtu?,.^ 
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Virtue, laid he, wc truft even at this hour, fmafl Aa..i749i 
as ojSlt army is — to that virtue we muft have trufted, 
had this bill been modelled as^ its warmeft oppofers 
could have wlflied ; and wthout this virtue, ihould 
the lords, the commons, and the people ofEng* 
kmd intrench themfelves behind parchment up to 
the teedi, the fword will find a paflage tothe vitals 
of the conftitutaon." This being the cal?, vain, 
fruitleis, and unncceflkry, muft thofe precautions 
be, which are fo carefully tranfmitted from on^ 
feifion to another, in order to reftrain the military 
power within the conftitutional pale of parliament. 
At* any rate, ^t cannot furely be advifable to efta- 
bliflxfuch new regulations as may poflibly be produc- 
tive of prejudice to national liberty, unlefs the want 
of them had been proved detrimental to the fcr- 
Vicc of the public. 

All the difputed articles of the biH being fuf- 
tamed on the flioulders of af great majority, it was 
conveyed to the upper houfe, where it excited an- 
other violent conteft. Upon the queftion whether 
officers on half -pay had not been fubjeft to martial 
law, the judges were confulted and divided in their 
femimcnts. The earl of Bath declared his opinion; 
- that the martial-law did not extend to reformed of- 
ficers ; and opened all the fluices of his antient elo- 
quence. He admitted a cafe which was urged of 
feven officers on half-pay, who, being taken in ac- 
tual rebellion at Prefton, in the year one thoufand 
feven hundred and fifteen, had been executed oh 
the fpot by martial law, in confequence of the 
king's exprefs order. He candidly owned, that he ' ' 
himfelf was fecretary at war at that period : that 
he had approved of this order, and even tranf- 
mitted it to general Carpenter, who commanded at 

B 4 Prcf- 
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A^iJ^h Prcfton /, but now^his opinion was intirely change^*- 
He obferved that when the forementioned. itbel-; 
lion firft broke o^t, the houfe prefented an addrefs 
to the. king, defiring his maj^fty would be pleafed 
to employ all half- pay pfikers, and- gratify them 
with whole pay j and inde.ed all fuch of&cers ; were 
, voted on whole pay, by the houfe of. cpnimons. 
They were afterwards apprifed of this vote,, by aij 
advcrtifcment in the Gazette, and ordered to hold 
themlelves in readinefs for repairing. ta fuch places 
as ftiould be appointed •, and finally commanded to 
repair by fuch a day to thofe places, on pain of be^. 
ing ftruck off the lift of half-pay. .Thefe precau-, . 
tions would have been unnecefTary had they been 
deemed fubjcft to martial law, ind the pcnaltjif 
for non-obedience would not have been merely a 
privation of their penfions, but they would have 
fallen under the punifliment-of death as deferters 
from the fervice. His lordfhip diftinguiftied, with 
great propriety and precifion, between a ftep wJiich 
had been precipitately. tak^^n in a violent crifis, whef^ 
the pul?lic was heated with apprehenfion and refent- 
ment, and a folemn law concerted at leifure, during 
the tnoft profound tranquillity, Notwithftandi/ig 
the fpirited oppofition of this nobleman, and fomQ 
attempts to infert additional claufes> the bill having 
undergone a few inconfiderable ameudmen ts, pafled 
by virtue of a very confiderable majority. 
Bill for Immediately after the mutiny-bill had pafled the 

limiting lower houfe, another fruitlefs effort was made by 
of^ a foU ^^^ oppafition. The, danger of a ftanding army, 
ciicr's fer* pn whofe virtue the conftitution.of Great Britain 
^^^^* feemed to depend, did not fail to alarm the minds 

of many who were zealoufly attached to the liber- 
ties of their country, and gave birth to a fcheme, 

. which. 
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which* if executed, would have ienabled the legi- -^t «i4** 
flatuF€ to eftidbliih a militia that niufl have an- 
fwered many national purpofes, andafted as a con«> 
ftitv^tionai bulwark againft the otcefles and ambi- 
tion of a military ftanding force, under the imme- 
diate influence of the government. The Icheme 
which patriottfm conceived, was, in all probability, 
adoptpJ by party, A motion was made, and a bill 
brought, in, limiting the time htyond, which no 
foldier, or iioh-commiflioned officer, {hould be 
compelled to continue in the fervice. Had this , 
limitation t^en place, fuch a rotation of foldiers 
would have enfqed among the common people, 
that in a few years every peafant, labourer,* and 
inferior tradefman in the kingdom, would have 
underftood the exercifc of arms % and perhaps the 
people, in general wo\ild have conduced, that a 
Handing army was altogether unneceflary. A pro- 
jc6t of this nature could not, for obvious reafdns, be 
agreeable to the adminiftration, and therefore the biU 
was rendered abortive; for, after having been twice 
read, it was poftponed from time to time until the 
parliament was prorogued, and never appeared in 
the fequel. 

Such were the chief fubjefts of debate between 
the miniftry and the oppofition, compofed, as we 
have aU-eady obfcrved, of the prince's fervdnts and 
the remains of the country party, this laft being 
headed by lord Strange, fon of the earl of Derby, 
and Sir Francis Dalbwood ; the former a noble- 
man of diftinguilhed abilities, keen, penetrating, 
eloquent, and fagacious j the other frank, fpiritcd, 
and fenfible. 

It muft be owned,: however, for the honour of 
the miniftry, ^ that^ if they carried a few unpopular 

mea- 
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An. 174*- mcrffures with a high htod, they feemed eamdtiy 
defirous of making amends to the natbn, by pro- 
moting divers regulations for the benefit ami im^ 
, ^rovcntent of commerce, which afhiaUytook placp 
m the enfuing feOion of parliamenL . One of the 
Meafures principal obje£b of this nattxre, which fell under 
taken jhcir cognizance, was the trade to the coaft of 

with rc» • / 

fpeSt to Guinea ; a very important branch of traffic, whe- 
theAfri- ther conddered as a market fbrBritiih manufac- 
can trade, ^^jres^ or as the fource that fopplicd the EngKfh 
plantations with negroes. This was originally mo- 
nopolized i)y a joint- ftock company, which had 
from time to time derived confiderable fums from . 
the legiflature, for enabling them the better to 
• fupport certain forts or caftles on the coaft of Afn- 
ca, to facilitate the commerce and protedt the mer- 
chants. In the fequcl, however, the cxolufive pri- 
vikge having been judged prejudicial to the na- 
tional tradC) the coaft was laid open to all Britifli 
ftttjcAs indifcnminately, on condition that they 
Jhould pay a certain duty towards defraying the 
•expence i)£ the forts and faAories. 

This expedient did not anfwer the purpofes for 
^hich it had been contrived. The feparate traders, 
rinftead irf receiving any benefit frorh the protedion 
c£ the company, induftrioufly avoided their caftles, 
fas the recepwcles of tyranny and oppreffion* The 
company, whether from the mifcondud or knavery 
of their diredors, contraded fuch a load of debts 
as their ftock was unable to difchargc. They 
.feetned to negle'ft the traffic, , and allowed the 
caftles to decay. In a word, their credit being 
exhaufted, and their creditors growing clamomus, 
they prefentfcd a petition to the haufe of commions, 

' dif- 
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dtfclofing tfiCir dlflteffes^ and impioring fuch af- A***7?^. 
Mad^ce as Ihould enable them not only to pay 
i;heir-deto, but alfo m maintain the forts in a de^- 
fenfibfe condirion. This petition, recouUncndfid 
to die houfe in a meflagc from his majefly, Vras 
cotroborated by another in the behalf of the com* 
•ptoy's creditors. Divers merchants of London* 
intereftcd in the trade to Africa, and the Briti& 
piantations of America, petitioned the houfe, that 
tiS' the African tr^de was of the utmoft importance 
to the nation, and could not be fupported Without 
forts and fettlemcnts, feme efFe^ual means (houkl 
•be il^peedily taken for protcfting and extending thia 
vahiabte branch of commerce. A fourth, was .o& v 

&red by the merchants of Liverpool, reprefenting, 
that the fccurity and proteftion of the trade to 
Africa muft always principally depend upon his 
-m.ajefty's (hips of war, properly flationed on that 
coaft, and fcafonably relieved *, aftd that fuch forts 
and fettlements as might be jud^d ncceflary for 
marks of fo^ereignty and pofieffion, would prove n 
:nufance and a burthen to the trade, fhould they 
^remain in the hands of any joint-ftock company; 
whofe private inteteft aliVays had been, arid ever 
would be, found incompatible with the intereft of 
the feparate and open trader. They therefore 
prayed, that the faid forts might either be taken 
into his majefty's immediate poiTcflion, and fup- 
ported by the public, or committed to the mer- 
chants trading on that coaft, in fuch a manner as 
the houfe ftiould judge expedient, without veiling 
in Uiem any other advantage or . right to the ccte- 
Dfieree^ but what fhovAd be common to all his m^ 
jcfty'^ fttbge4te. 

This 
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^•?74^- This remonftrance was fuccceded by another^ 
to the fame effeft, from the matter, wardcins, af- 
fiftants, and commonalty of the fociety of mer- 
chant-adventurers within the city of BriftoU- 

All thefe petitions were referred to a committee- 
appointed to deliberate on this fubjeft -, and they 
agreed to certain refolutions, importing. That the 
trade to Africa (hould be free and open •, That the 
Britifh forts and lettlements on that coaft ought to 
be maintained, and put under proper direftion ; 
and, That, in order to carry on the African trade 
in the moft beneficial manner to thefe kingdoms, 
all the Britilh fubjefts trading to Africa fliould be 
united in one open company, without any joint- 
ftock, or power to trade as a corporation. A biH 
was immediately founded on theic refoltitions, 
which alarmed the company to fuch a degree, tha.t 
they had recourfe to ^another petition, demon- 
ftrating their right to the coaft of Africa, and ex^ 
prefling their reliance on the juftice of the houfe, 
that they fliould not be deprived of their property 
without an adequate confideration. In a few days 
fi fecond addrefs was offered by their creditors, . 
complaining <5f the company's mifmanagement, 
promifing to furrender their right, as the wifdom 
of parlmment fliould jirefcribe ; praying, that their 
debts might be inquired into ; and that the equi- 
valent, to be granted for the company's pofleflior^s, 
might be fecured and applied, in the firft place, 
for their benefit. The commons, in confequence 
of this petition, ordered the company to produce 
a lift of their debts, together with a copy of thdr 
-charter, and two rcmonftrarices which their credi- 
tors had prefented to them before this application 
2 .to 
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to parliament. A committee of the whole houfe, Att.174?. 
having deliberated on th^efe papers and petitions^ 
and heard the company by their couAfel, refolvcd 
to give them a reafonaWe compenfation for their 
charter, lands, forts, fettlements, flaves, 'and ef- 
fefts, to be, in the firft place, applied t6wards the 
payment of their creditors. Abill being formed 
accordingly, pafled through the commons, and was 
conveyed to the upper houfe, where a great many 
objeftions were ftarted ; and for the prefent it was 
dropped, until a plan more unexceptionable ihould 
be concerted. In the mean time their lordfhips 
addrefled his majefty. That the lords commifiioners 
for trade and plantations might be dire&cd to pre- 
pare a fcheme on this fubjedb, ta be laid before 
both houfes of parliament at th.e beginning of nexc 
feflion ; That inftant orders ihould be given for 
preferving and fccuring the forts and fettlemcnt^ 
on the coail: of Gpiiiea belonging to Great Britain ; 
and. That proper perfons feould be appointed to exa- 
mine into the condition of thofe forts, as well as of 
the military ftores, flaves, and veflels belonging to 
the African company, fo as to make a faithful. re-f 
port of thefe particulars, with all poffible expe- 
dition. 

The miniftry having profeflcd an inclidatton,. Scheoie 
and indeed Ihewn a difpbfition, to promote and ex- ^^^ *p- 
tend'the commerce of the kingdom, the. commons SJ^B^iufli 
refolvcd to take fome fteps for encouraging the fiihc/y. 
white filhery along the northern coaft of theifland, 
which is an inexhauftible fource of wealth ,to our 
induftrious' neighbours the Dutch, ^yho employ 
a;inually a great number of hands and velfcls iu _ 

this branch of comnjierce. The feniible part of | 
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A^ I74*' the Britilh peqiple» reflefting pn this fobjecSt^ pbin^ 
ly forcfaw th»t a fifljeryv uadcr due regpktioiWt 
Un<]i£ruken with the protection and . ettcptjnige^ 
W^ftt of the legiflature, would not only prove % 
fupd of national riches, and a nurfery of feamen % 
but likewife, in a great meafurc, prevent wy future 
infurreftions ia tlK Highlands of Sco^and, by dif- 
fuling a fpirit of induftry among' the natives oif 
that country,, who, finding it in their power to be^ 
eome independent, on the fruits of thpir own 
bJbour, would foon infranchife th^mlelyes from 
that flavifh attachment by which they had been fo 
long conne&ed with their landlords and chieftains* 
Accordingly a committee was appoint^ to deli- 
berate on the ftatc of the Britifli fifhery \ ^d upon 
their report a bill was foiwxied for encoui^aging the 
wbak fiftiery on the coaft of Spitzbcrgen,. by j| 
bouttty of forty (hilling? per ton of every .ihip 
^(|uipp2d for that underi;akii)g. . 

Thi bill haying made its way through . both 
bo\^s, and obtained the royal affent, the mef chants^ 
in diflTcrenc parts of the kingdom, particularly in 
North Britain, began to byild and fit out Ihips of 
grcar burthen, and peculiar ftrufture, for the pur- 
poses of that fifliery, which ever fince hath beei^ 
carried on- with equal vigpur and'fuccefs. 

Divers merchants and traders of London having 
prc&nted to thp houfe of commons a petition, re- 
^ . prefenting the benefits that would acqruc to the 
community from a. herring and cod ftftiery, efta- 
biifhed on proper principles, and carfied on witl^ 
IJcill and integrity, this rcmoaftrance was referred 
to the committee, upon whofe reWutions a bill. 
was formed \ but beforq this could be dtfcufled in^ 

the 
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t^p l>9ufc :^^ fatrliarwnt iW^ia piwogfied,. an(J ojF An, 174!. 
cpi^eqvenc^ t^is ipeafutis pwve4 abartivp. , : 

Thie /^lext jp^FOjpQfe4 regi*ktio^ ia ifeifPUr of Attempt 
tfa4e, w^.thjiit of foyiqg.op^i the co^io^erce pC |hc^^. 
Hwifon's b*y^ i^ the W^t noFffcerfi par^? i:^ ArpO- tacrcc to 
ric4, wh^pc .^ fiiiaU j«v)oopoIy maintairved a few. ^y^^^'* 
forts and fctt;le(nem^ aB4':pJl?ofecvH:ed a^very a4-» 
vwtagequ$ fur-u*d^ wut tbe jDdiws of that ^oa^ 
tiaeist. It.was Aiggcft^d> that tJ^ cpn^pany had. 
loog 5^0 .^Pfiched th©mfel;?ie$ by x^'ff «»^li>fiyje 
privilege •, thaf they ^^rijj^ayp^ ho more tha^ fpwf 
ii^ua^l jl^p^i that, cofitrary t^ an exprei^ injunc- 
tion ip {k^\r, ^charter, they difcouraged all ^ttemp£$ 
ta^ifcoyer ^ !5i^r;K-wefl: paifege to the E^aft Indie^i, 
th^t tbpy dealt cruelly a<ad pcrfidioufly w^th thft 
popr I^dr?flSi who neve^r traded with tbfijx*, e^xepc, 
when compelled by neceffity^ fo tha^ th(e h^ part 
pf thp fur-jrade had devolved to die encmiei of 
Great Britain ; and th^t their exclufive patent ten 
ftriflcd to very narrow limits a branqh of com-i 
merce, which might be cukivated to s^ prodigiovm 
extent, as well 33 to the infinite ,advant^,of Greafi 
Britain* . ^ 

Petiqo^s, that the trade of Hudfoji's Ijay might 
be laid: open, were prefente^ to the fepyfe by mer- 
chants of Loi^don^ Great Yarmouth, and Wplver-, 
haflipi^nj and a committee- Wfis dppoiftte^ to;delibe- 
ratie uppn the fubjeft. Qq the other hand,, the. com- 
pany exerted the mfelv^s-iij, petitions, and private: 
appUcati<wis for th^ir qwii prefervation. The ctotn-. 
mittec exftmin^d papers and records ; ^and th^^ re- 
port was taken into^ cpnj&<fcration by the whole; 
luHife. Many evidences were interrogated, and| 
e^bo|i|(9 ^cch«8 mad^,.Qn bpth fides of the quef^ 
. . a . tion. 
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An. 1748. tion- At length tlie majority feemed fatisfied^ 
that the traffic on the coaft of Hudfon's bay 
could not be preferred without forts and fetde- 
ments, which muft be maintained either by an ex- 
clufive company, or at the public cxpcnce ; ahd 
as this was not judged a proper junfture to en- 
cumber the nation with any charge of that kind, 
the defign of diffolving the company was laid afidc 
to a more favourable opportunity. This, how- 
ever, was but an indifferent excufe, provided the 
trade was really capable of confiderable extenfion : 
for the company, having already enriched them- 
felve^ by their charter^ had no right to demand an 
iiidemnification j and the expence of maintaining 
the forts, being trifling in itfelf, would ha^e been 
amply refunded- by the augmentation of the na- 
tional commerce. 

The government had, during the war, found 
great difficulty in preffing men for the fervicc of 
the navy: a pradice, which j however fanftioned 
by neceffity, is neverthelefs a flagrant incroach- 
ment on the liberty of thefubjeft, and a violent 
outrage againft the conftitution of Great Britain. 
The minifl:ry, therefore, had employed Ibme of 
their agents to form a fcheme for reta^ining'in time 
of peace, by means of a certain allowance, a num- 
ber of feamen, who Ihould be regilter-ed for the 
purpofe, and be ready to man a fquadrdri upon 
any emergency. Such a plan, properly regulated, 
would have been a great advantage to commerce, 
which is always diftrefled by the expedient of preiF- 
ing feamen -, and, at the fame time, a great fecu- 
rity to the kingdom in dangerous conjunftures, 
•^hen it may be neceflTaty to equip an armament 
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at a minute's warning. The houfe of commons An. 1748. 
being moved upon this fubjed, agreed to divers 
refolutions, as a foundation for the bill : but the 
members in the oppofition afFefting to reprefent 
this meafure in an odious light, being an imitation 
of the French method of regiftring feamen without 
their own confent, Mr. Pelham dropped it, as an 
unpopular projedl. 

information having been received, that the Frultlcfs 
French intended to fetde the neutral iflands of St. ^^^^^^^ 
Luciaj Dominica, St. Vincent, and Tobago, in the ^ the meiK- 
Weft Indies, the nation had taken the alarm in the ^" ^ 
beginning of the year ; and a m6tion was made in fitionf ^ 
the houfe of commons to addrefs his majefty, that 
he would be gracioufly pleafcd to give direftbns 
for laying before the houfe copies 'of the inftruc- 
tions given to the governors of Barbadoes for ten 
years laft paft, fo far as they related to thefe neu- 
tral iflands : but whether the minifter was con- 
fcious of a neglefl: in this particular, or thought ' 
liich inquiries trenched upon the prerogative, he 
oppofed the motion with all his might ; and, after 
Ibme debate, the previous queftion paffed in the 
negative. 

This was alfo the fate of another motion made 
by the earl of E — t for an addrefs, intreating his 
majefly would fubmit to the infpedion of the houfe 
ail the jpropofals of peace that had been made by 
the French king, fince the year which preceded the 
laft rebellion, to* that in which the definitive treaty 
was concluded at Aix-la-Chapclle. This they pro- 
pofed as a previous ftep to the parliament's forn^- 
ing any opinion concerning the utility or neceffity 
of the peace which had been cftabliihed. Violent 
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An. 1748. debates ^nfued, in which the oppadtion ^as M 
much excelled in oratory - as out-nun)bered ia 
votes. 

Such were the material tranfadtions of this fef- 
lion, which in the month of June was clofed as 
ufual with a fpeech from the throne -, in which his 
majcfty fignified his hope, that -the parliament, at 
their next meeting, would be able to perfeft what 
they had now begun for advancing the trade and 
♦navigatbn of the kingdom. He likewife expreficd 
his fatisfaftion in feeing public credit flourifh at 
the end of an expenfive war ; and recommended 
unanimity, as the fureft bulwark of national Se- 
curity. 
Severities While the miniftry, on fome occafions, exhibited 
wnon fome ^ ^^^ external figns of moderation ahd good hu- 
ftudents mour •, they, on others, manifefted a fpirit of jc^ 
at Oxford. jQ^fy and refentment, which feems to have been 
childifh and illiberal. Two or three young riotous 
ftudents at Oxford, trained up in prejudice, and 
heated with intemperance, uttered fome exprefEons 
over their cups, importing their attachment to the 
family of the Pretender. The report of this kidif. 
crction was induftrioufly circulated by certain worth* 
lefs individuals, who, having no reliance on their 
own intrinfic merit, hoped to diftinguifli them- 
felves as the tools of party, and to obtain, favour 
with the miniftry by afting as volunteers in the 
infamous praftice of information. Though neither 
' • the age, rank, nor conneftions of the delinquents, 
were fuch as ought to have attrafted the notice of 
the public, the vice chancellor, heads of houfes, 
and proftors of the univerfity, knowing the invi- 
dious fcrutiny to which their conduft was fub- 

je<9:ed. 
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}c£ked, thought proper to publifh a declaration, An. 1748. 
fignifying their abhorrence of all feditious prac* 
tices; importing their determined refolution to 
punifli all offenders to the utmoft feverity and ri- 
gour of the ftatutes ; and containing peremptory 
orders for the regulation of the univerfity. Not- 
withftanding thefe wife and falutary precautions, 
the three feoys, who, in the heat of their intoxica- 
tion, had drank to the Pretender's. health, were 
takea into cuftody by a meffenger of date. Two 
of them being tried in the court of King's Bench, 
and found guilty, were fentenced to walk through 
the couiTts of Weftminfter, with an account of their 
crime fixed to their foreheads ; to pay a fine of five 
nobles each ; to fee imprifoned for two years, and 
find fecurity for their good behaviour for the terni 
of feven years after their enlargement. Many 
{)e<:^le thought they faw the proceedings of the 
flar-ch^mber revived in the feverity of this punilh- 
Jnent. 

The adminiftration, not yet fatisfied with the 
.vengeance which had been taken on thefe three 
striplings, feemed determined to ftigmatize the 
■univerfity to which they belonged. The cry of ^ 
Jacobitifm was loudly trumpeted againft the whole 
community. The addrefs of the. univerfity, con- 
gratulating his majefty on the eftablifhment of the 
peace, was rejefted with difdain : an attempt was 
•made to fubjeft their ftatutes to the infpedtion of 
the king's council ; but this rule, being argued in 
-the court of King's Bench, was difmifled, in con- 
•fcquence of the opinions given by the judges. 
Finally, the fame tribunal granted an information 
againft 'Dr. Purnel, the vice chancellor, for his 
I C 2 beha- 
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Afl.1748. behaviour in the cafe of the rioters abovemen* 
tioned : but this was countermanded in the fequeU 
his conduct having appeared unexceptionable upon 
a more cool and impartial inquiry* 
The duke In proportion as Oxford declined, her fitter uni- 
^J^' verfity rofe in the favour of the adminiftration, 
chofen which fhe at this period cultivated by an extraor* 
^"^^fc dinary mark of complaifance and attachment. The 
nni verfity dignity of chancellor in that univerfity being va- 
^C«m- catcd by the death of the duke of Somerfet, the 
^' nation in general feemed to think if would natu- 
rally devolve upon the prince of Wales, as a com* 
pliment at all times due to that rank ; but more 
efpecially to the prcfent heir apparent, who had 
eminently diftinguiflied himfelf by the virtues of a 
patriot and a prince. He had even pleafed him- 
felf with the hope of receiving this mark of at- 
tachment from a feminary, for which he enter- 
tained a particular regard. But the ruling mem- 
bers, feeing no immediate profpedt of advantage 
in glorifying even a prince, who was at variance 
with the miniftry, wifely turned their eyes upon 
the illuftrious charafter of the duke of Newcaftle, 
whom they eleftcd without oppofition, and in^ 
ftalled with great magnificence j learning, poetry, 
and eloquence, joining their efforts in celebrating 
the ihining virtues and extraordinary talents of 
their new patron. 
Tumults Although oppofition lay gafping at the feet of 
rent wirts P^^er, in the houfc of commons, the people of 
of the England did not yet implicitly approve all the mea- 
kiagdom. fy^es of the adminiftration y and the dregs of fac- 
tion, ftill agitated by an internal ferment, threw 
up Ibmc ineffe&ual bubbles in' different parts of 

the 
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the kingdom. Some of thofe who made no fecrct An. 174!. 
of their difafFcdipn to the reigning family, deter- 
mined to manifeft their refentment and contempt 
of certain noblemen, an<? others, who were faid to 
have abandoned their .ancient principles, aiid lacri- 
ficed their confciences to their intereft. Many in- 
dividuals, animated by the fumes of inebriation, 
now loudly extolled that caufe which they durft 
not avow when it required their open approbation 
and afliftance; and, though they induftriouily 
avoided expofing their lives and fortunes to the 
chance of war, in promoting their favourite in- 
tereft when there was a poflibility of fuccefs, they x 
betrayed no apprehenfion in celebrating the me- 
mory of its laft effort, amidft the tumult of a riot 
and the clamours of intemperance. 

In the neighbourhood of Lichfield the fportC- 
men of the party appeared in the Highland taftc 
of variegated drapery -, and their zeal defcending 
to a very extraordinary exhibition of praftical ridi- 
cule, they hunted with hounds, cloathed in plaid, 
a fox dreffed in a red uniform. 

Even the females at their aflcmbly,. and the 
gentlemen at the races, afFefted to wear the che- 
quered ftufF, by which the prince pretender and hjs 
followers had been diftinguiflied. Divers noble- 
men on the courfe were infulted as apoftates ; and 
one perfonage^ of high rank, is iaid to have under- 
gone a. very difagreeable flagellation. 

As the public generally fufFers at the end of a 
war, by th^ fudden difmiflion of a great number of 
foldiers and fcamen, who, having contrafted a 
habit of idlenefs, and finding themfelves without 
employment and the . means of fubfiftence, engage 
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An, 1748. in delperatc courfes, and prey upon the comntt^ 

nity •, It was judged expedient to provide an open*- 

Jng, through which thefe unquiet fpirits m^^ 

exhale without damage to the commonwe^th. 

The moft natural was that of encouraging them td 

Scheme become members of a new colony in North Ame- 

tkmcnt" "^^» which, by being properly regulated, fup- 

inNova ported, and improved, might be the fourcc of 

Spotia. great advantage to its mother country. 

Many difputes had arifen between the fubjeft$ 
of Eilgland and the French, concerning the limits 
of Nova Scotia, which no treaty had as yet pro- 
perly afcertained. A fort had been raifed, and a 
finall garrifon maintained, by the king of Great 
Britain, at a part of this very country, called Anna- 
polis Royal, to overawe the French neutrals fettled 
in the neighbourhood : but this did not anfwer the 
purpofe for which it was intended. Upon ^vefy 
rupture or difpute between the two crowns, thefe 
planters, forgetting their neutrality, intrigucdwifh 
the Indians, communicated intelligence to their 
own countrymen fettled at St. John's and Capfe 
Breton, and did all the jU offices their hatred could 
fuggeft againft the colonies and fubjefts of Gre^t 
Britain. 

A fcheme was now formed for rtiakirig a nfew 
cftablilhment on the feme peninfula, which fllould 
further confirm and extend the property and do- 
minion of the crown of Great Britain in that large 
traft of country, clear the uncultivated grounds, 
conftitute communities,.difFufe the beiiefits of po- 
pulation and agriculture, and improve tht fiftiery 
of that coaft, which might be rendered a new 
fource Qf wealth and commerce to OW Epgland. 

5 The 
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The particulars, of the plan, being duly confi- An, 174*. 
dered, was hid before his majefty, who approved" 
of the defign, and referred the execution of it to 
the'bo^dof trade and plantations, over which the 
earl of Hallifax prefided. This nobleman, endued 
by nature with an excellent capacity, which had 
been diligently and judicioufly cultivated, ani- 
mated with liberal fcntiment^, and fired with an 
eager fpirit of patriotifm, ade^tcd, the plan with 
the moft generous ardour, and cheriflicd the infant 
colony with paternal afiedion. 

The - commiffioners for trade and plantations 

immediately advertifed, under the ian&ion of his 

Imajefty's authority. That proper encouragement 

would be given to fuch of the officers and private 

men, ^ately difmifled from the land and fea-fervice, 

as were willing to fettle with or without families 

in the jprovince of Nova Scotia : That the fee- 

fimple, or perpetual property, of fifty acres of land 

ftiould be granted to every private Ibldier or fea- 

man, free frpm the payment of any quit-rents or 

taxes for the term of ten years ; at the expiration 

of which no perfon Ihould pay more than one fhil- 

ling per annum for every fifty acres fo granted : 

That, over and above thefe fifty, each perfon 

Ihould receive a grant of ten acres for every indivi- 

dual, including women arid children, of which his 

family (hould confift ; and further grants (hould be 

made to them as the number fhould increafe, ^nd 

in proportion as they fhould manifeft their abilities 

in agriculture : That every officer, under the rank 

of enfign in the land-fervice, or lieutenant in the 

navy, Ihould be gratified with fourfcore acres on 

the fame conditions: That two hundred acres 
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An. 1748. ihould be beftowed upon enfigas>: three hundred 
upqn lieutenants, four hundred upon capt^ns, 
and fix hundred on every officer iabove that de- 
gree, with proportionable confiderations for the 
number and increafe of every fiuriily : That the 
lands fhould be parcelled out as foon as poffible 
after the arrival of the coloniils, and a civil go- 
vernment cftabliftied ; in confequence of which 
they fhould enjoy all the liberties and privileges of 
Britifti fubjcfts, with proper fecurity and pro-r 
teftion: That the fettlers, with their families, 
Ihould be conveyed to Nova 3cotia, and main- 
tained for twelve months after their arrival at the 
cxpcnce of the government; which would alfo 
fupply them with arms and ammunition, as far as 
Ihould be judged ncccffary for their defence, with 
proper materials and utenfils for clearing and cul- 
tivating their lands, ereding habitations, exer- 
cifing the fifhery, and fuch other purpofes as Ihould 
be judged neceffary for their fupport. 
Execution The fcheme was fo feafible, and the encourage- 
ichcmc ment fo inviting, that in a little time about four 
for found- thoufand adventurers, with their, families, were 
town of ^'^tered, according to the direftions of the board cf 
Hallifax. trade. In the beginning of May they fet fail from 
England, under the command of colonel Corn- 
wallis, whom the king had appointed their go- 
vernor. Towards the latter end of June they ar- 
rived at the place of their deftination, which was 
the harbour of Chebuftou, on the fea-coaft of the 
peninAila, about midway between Cape Canjeau 
and Cape Sable, It is one of the moft fccure and 
commodious havens in the whole world, and well 
fituated for the filhery : but the climate is cold, 

the 


G E O R G E 11. ,41 

the foil barren, and the whok country cdvcred with An. 1741. 
woods of birch, fir, pine, and fome oak, unfit for 
the purpofes of timber j but at the faime time ex- 
tremely difficult to remove and extirpate. 

Governor Cornwallis no fooner arrived in this 
harbour, than he was joined by two regiments of 
infantry from Cape Breton, and a company of 
rangers from Annapolis. Then he pitched upon a 
fpot for the fettlement, and emj^oyed his people ' 
in clearing the ground for laying the foundations 
of a town } but fome inconvenience-s being difco- 
vered in this fituation, he chofe another to the 
northward, hard by the harbour, on an eafy afcent 
that commands a profpedt of the whole peninfula, 
arni is well fupplied with rivulets of frefh and whoV 
fome water. Here, on a regular plan, he began 
to build a town, to which he gave the name of 
IJallifax, in honour of the nobleman who had the 
greateft ihare in founding the colony j and before 
the approach of winter above three hundred com- 
fortable wooden houfes were built, the whole being 
furrounded by a ftrong pallifade. 

This colony, however, has by no rtieana an- 
fwered thefanguine expeftations of the projedors ; 
for, notwithftanding the ardour with which the in- 
tereftsof it were promoted by its noble patron, 
and the repeated indulgence it has reaped from the 
bounty of the legiflature, the inhabitants have 
made Uttle or no progrefs in agriculture: the 
fifhery is altogether neglefted, and the fettlement 
intirely fubfifts on the fums expended by the indi- 
viduals of the army and navy, whofe duty obliges 
them to rcfide in this part of North America. 

The 
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174*- The eftablifliment (rf fuch a powerful colony m 
rpij^ Nova Scotia could not fail of giving umbrage to 
French at- thc French in that neighbourhood, who, though 
fc"l^^t^ they did not think proper to promulgate their jea- 
iffand of loufy and difguft, neverthelefs employed their emif- 
Tobago. faries clandeftinely in ftimijlating and exciting the 
^ Indians to harrafs the colonifts with hoftilities, in 
fuch a manner as fhould effeftually hinder them 
from extending their plantations, and perhaps in- 
duce them to abandon the fettlement. Nor was 
this the only part of America in which the French 
court countenanced fuch perfidious praftices. More 
than ever convinced of the importance of a conli- 
^erable navy, and an extenfive plantation-trade, 
they not only exerted uncommon induftry in re- 
eftablifhing their marine, which had fufFered jfo fe- 
verely during the war; but they refolved, if poflible, 
to extefid their plantations in the Weft Indies, by 
fettling the neutral iflands, which we have already 
mentioned. 

In the beginning of the year the governor of 
Barbadoes, having received intelligence that the 
-French had begun to fettle the ifland of Tobago, 
fent thither captain Tyrrel in a frigate to learn the 
particulars ; and that officer found above three hun- 
dred men already landed, fecured by two batteries 
and two (hips of war, and in daily expcftation of a 
further reinforcement from the marquis de Caylus, 
governor of Martinique; who had publiflied an 
prdonnance, authorizing the fubjects of the French 
, king to fettle the ifland of Tobago, and prbmifing 

to defend them from the attempts of all their ene- 
mies. This aflfurance was in anfwer to a procia- 
mation iflued by Mr. Greenville, governor of Bar- 
' . badoes. 
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bslddes, and ftuck up in diflTerent parts of the ifland, Ab/i74#>. 
comtnanding att the inhabitants to remove in thirty 
days, <>n pain of undergoing military execution. 

Captain Tyrrel, with a fpirit that became a com- * 
tfiaftder in the Britifti navy, gave the French offl- 
i^rs to underftand, that his moft chriftian majefty 
had no right to fettle the ifland, which was declared 
lieutral by treaties ; and that, if they would not 
defiftj he Ihould be obliged to eftiploy force in 
driving them from their new fettlemefit. Night 
coming on, and Mr. TyrrcVs (hip falling to lee- 
ivard, the two French captains feized that oppor- 
-tanity of failing to Martinique ; and next day the 
Englifh commander returned to Barbadoes, having 
no power to commit hoftilities. 

Thefe tidings, with a copy of the- French govef- 
nor*s ordonnance, were no fooner tranfmitted to 
-the miniftry than they difpatched a courier to the 
Englifh envoy at Paris, with direftions to make 
refjrefentations to the court of Verfailles on this fub- 
j^ft; The miniftry of France, knowing they were 
ill no condition to fupport the xonfequences of an 
imn^ediate rupture, and underftanding how much 
-the merchants and people of Great Britain were 
alarmed and incenfed at their attempts to pofiefs 
thefe iflands, thought proper to difown the pro- 
ceedings of the marquis de CayKis, and to grant 
ihe fatisfaftion that was demanded, by fending him 
t)rtlers to difcontinue the fettlement, and evacuate 
the ifland of Tobago. At the fame time, how- , 
ever, that the court of Verfailles made this facri- 
fice for the fatisfaftion of England, the marquis de 
Puyfieux, the French minifter, obferved to the 
•Englifh refident, that France was imdoubtedly in 

pof- 
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All. 174S. poflbfljon of that ifland towards the middle of the 
laft century. He ought in candour to have added* 
That although Louis XIV. made a conqueft of 
this ifland from the Hollanders, during his war 
with that republic, it was reftored to them by the 
treaty of Nimegucn ; and fince that time France 
could not have the leafi: fhadow of a claim to 
number it among her fettlements. 

It was before this anfwer could be obtained from 
the court of Verfailles, that the motion, of which 
we have already taken notice, was made in the 
hOuie of commons, relating to the fubjed of the 
neutral iflands ^ a motion difcouraged by the court, 
\ and defeated by the majority. 
Rejoic- The peace of Aix-la-Chapelle was celebrated 

"jgs for j^y fire-works, illuminations, and rejoicings, in 
* which the Englifli, French, and Dutch, feemed to 
difplay a fpirit of emulation, in point of tafte and 
•magnificence ; and, in all prpbability, thefe three 
powers were fincerely pleafed at the ceflfation of 
'the war. England enjoyed a relpite from into- 
lerable fupplies, exorbitant infurance, and inter- 
rupted commerce : Holland was delivered from 
the brink of a French invafion-, and France had 
obtained a breathing time for re-cftablifhing her 
naval power, exerting that fpirit of intrigue by 
dint of which flie hath often embroiled her neigh- 
bours, and executing plans of infenfible encrdach- 
.ment, which might prove more advantageous than 
the progrefs of open hoftilitics. 

In the affair of Tobago the French king had 
.manifefted his inclination to avoid immediate dif- 
putes with England; and he exhibited another 
proof of the fame difpofition in his behaviour to 

6 the 
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the prince pretender, who I^d excited fuch a dan* M^ 174^ 
gerous rebellion in the iflahd of Great Britain. 

Ampng thofe princes and powers who excepted The prc- 
|^;ainft different articles of the treaty at Aix-la- J^cft Gm 
Chapelle, the Chevalier de St. George, fgrefeeing arrefted at 
that none of the plenipotentiaries would receive ""• 
his proteft, employed his agents to fix it up in thft 
public places of Aix-la-Chapelle ; a precaution of 
very little fervice to his caufe, which all the ftates 
of Chriftendom feemed now to have abandoned 
So little was the intereft of his family confidered 
in this negotiauon, that the contrafting powers 
agreed, without referve, to a literal infertion of the 
fifth article of the quadruple aUiance ; by which it 
was ftipulated. That neither the pretender nor any 
of his defcendants fhould be allowed to refide 
within, the territories belonging to any of the fub- 
{bribing parties. At the fame time the plenipo- 
tentiaries of France promifed to thofc of Great 
Britain, that prince Edward Ihould be immediately 
obliged to quit the dominions of his molf chriftian 
majefty. Notice of this agree;ment was accord* 
ingly given by the court of Verfailles to the young 
adventurer; and as he had declared he would 
never return to Italy, Monf. de Courteille, the 
French envoy to the cantons of Switzerland, was 
direfted by his fovereign to demand an aiylum for 
prince Edward in the city of Fribourg. . The re^ 
gency having complied in this particular with the 
earneft requcft of his moft chriftian majeftjr, Mr. 
Burnaby, the Britifli minifter to the Helvetic Body, 
took the alarm, and prefented the magiftracy of 
Fribourg with ^ a remonftrance, couched in fuch 
terms as gave bffcnce to that regency, and drew 

upon 


4( HISTORY OP E^fGLAND. 

»74**' upon him a fevcre qnfwcr. In vain had tte 
French king exerted his influence in procwng 
diis retreat for the young pretender, who, beinsr 
pceffed with repeated mefiages Ito withdraw, pe|l 
filled in rcfufing to quit the place, to which he 
had been ib cordially invited by his coufin the king 
of France; and where (he laid) that monarch had 
iblemnly promifed, on the word of a king, diat h^ 
would never forfake him in his diflxeis, nor aban- 
don the interefts of his family. 

Loui$ was not a little perplexed at this obftihacy 
cf prince Edward, which was the more vexatious 
as that youth appeared to be the darling of the 
Parifians -, who not only admired him for his ac- 
complifhments, and pitied him for his fufferings, 
but alfo revered him as a young hero lineally de- 
fended from their renowned fourth Henry. 

At length the two Englifli noblemen arriving 
at Paris, as hoftages for performance of the treaty, 
and feeing him appear at all public ipedades, 
complained of thiscircumftance^ as an infult offered 
to their fovereign, and even as an infringement 
of the treaty fo lately concluded. The French 
king, after fome hefitatlon between pundtilio and 
convenience, refolved to employ violence upon the 
perfon of this troublefome ftranger, fince milder 
remonftrariccs had not been able to influence his 
conduct : but this refolution was hot taken till the 
return of a courier whom he difpatched to the 
Chevalier de St. George; who, being thus in- 
formed of his foa's deportment, wrote a letter to. 
him, laying ftrong injunftiohs upon him to yitld 
to the neceflity of the times, and acquiqfce with a 
good grace in the ftipulations which his a>ufin of 

France 
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Fraijicc had found it ncceflSiry to fubfcribe, for the Aa. 174*, 
intercft of his realm. 

Edward, far from complying with this advice 
^yid injun^ioiiy fignified his refolution to rem^ 
m Paris; and even declared, that he would piftol 
any man who ihould prefume to lay violent hands 
on his perfon« In coniequence of this bold decla^ 
ration, an extraordinary council was held at Ver* 
failles, whene it was determined to.arrcft him with- 
out further delay, and the whole plan of this eh- 
terprize was finally adjufted. That fame ^evening, 
the prince entering the narrow lane that leads to 
the opera, die barrier was immodiately ihut, and 
die fcrjeant of the guard calkd " To arms/* Then 
monfieur 'de Vaudreuil, exempt of the French 
.guatds, advancing to Edward, ^^ Prince, (faid he) 
I arreft you in the king's name, ^by virtue of this 
order/' At that infbuit he was furrounded by 
four grenadiers, in order to prev^it any mifchief 
he might have done with a cafe of pocket;- piftok 
. which he always carried about with him ; and a 
guard was placed on all the avenues and doors of 
the opera-^houfe, left any tumult fhould have oofued 
among thepopulace^ Thefe precautions being taken, 
Vaudreuil, with an efcorte, conduced the priibner 
through tibe garden of the Palais Royal to a houfe 
where the duke de Biron waited, with a coach and 
fix, to convey him to the caitle of Vincennes, whi- 
ther he was immediately accompanied by a detach- 
ment from the regiment of French ^ards, under 
the command of that nobleman. . He had not re- 
msuned above three days in this confinement whein 
he gave t;he French miniihy to underftand, th^t 
he would conform himfelf to the king's, intcmion^z; 

and 
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An. 174s* and was immediately enlarged, upon giving his 
word and honour that he would, without delay, re- 
tire from the dominions of France. Accordingly 
he fct out in four days from Fountainbleau, a^ 
. tended by three officers, who condudbcd him as ^ 
far as Pont-Beauvoifin on the frontiers, where they 
took their leave of him, and returned to Verlailles. 
He proceeded for fome time in the road to Cham* 
berri -, but foon returned into the French domi- 
nions, and, paffing through Dauphine, repaired to 
Avignon, where he was received with extraordi- 
nary honours by the pope's legate. 

In the mean time his arreft excited great mur- 
murings at Paris -, the inhabitants of which blamed, 
without fcruple, their king's conduft in this in* 
ftance, as a fcanddous breach of hospitality, as well 
as a mean proof of condefcenfion to the king of 
England ; and many fevere pafquinades, relating 
to this tranfaftion, were fixed up in the moft pub- 
V lie places of that metropolis. 
Appear- , Although peace was now re-eftablifhed among 
ance of a ^j^g principal powers of the continent, yet another 
betiwen ftorm' feemed ready to burft uppn the northern 
RufBaand parts of Europe, in a frefh rupture between Ruffia 
Sweden- ^^j Sweden. Whether the Czarina had aftually 
' obtained information that the French faftion me- 
ditated fome revolution of government at Stock- 
holm, or Ihe wanted a pretence for annexing Fin- 
land to her empire, certain it is, fhe affefted to 
apprehend that the prince-fucceflbr of Sweden 
waited only for the deceafe of the reigning king, 
who was very old and infirm, to change the form 
of government, and refume that abfolute authority 
which fome of the monarchs his predeceflbrs had 

cnjoycdi 
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cnjoyedi She feenied to think, that a prinee thus -An. if^i^ 
vefted with arbitrary power, and guided by tW 
counfels of France apd Pruflia, With which* Swcdea 

* 

had lately engaged in cloie alliance, might become 
a very troublefon:ie and dalngerous neighbour td 
her in the Baltic : Ihe therefore recnlitcd her ar- 
mies, repaired her fortificatipns, filled her maga- 
zines, ordered a ftrong b<jdy gf troops to advancd 
towards the frontiers of Finland; j^nd declared, itt 
plain terms, to thje . CQurt of ^Stdckholhr^ ; That if 
any ftep ftiould be taken, to alter the goteroment/ 
which fhe had bound heifelf by treaty to maintain^ 
her troops Ihowld ehter th^ territory of Swidcn^' 
and fhe waUld ;aft up to the ;l^irit Of: her engage* 
tnents^ The. $wed(fh tniniftry, alarmctt at thcfe 
peremptory proceedings^, had recOurfc to th&ir. al-^ 
lies i and,: i^ the mcae tim^,. . made, rcpe^td dtdi^ 
rations to the court of Peterlburg, That there was 
no defign to make the kaft: irfnovation in the ila* 
ture of their eftabliflied govemthenj : bvt littte of 
no regard b^ing payed jt0 thefe reprpfentations^ 
they began to put. the kingdom in a poftuf c df de- 
fence; and the old |Cing gave the Ciarini^.to un- 
derftand. That if, notwithftandiqg the fati^faftiorf 
he had offered, her forqes flioald p^iTs the frontiers 
of Finland, he would confjder their mareh.as an 
hoftile invafiop, and employ the mearis* which God 
had ptit in his power for the deftnce of his domi* 
' nions^ 

, This declaradoil, iff all probability, did not pro- iniatpdA^ 
duce fuch effeft as did the interpofition of his Pr«f- p^^?^^'* 
lian majefty, the moft enterprifing prince of his n^ajeft^- 
time, at the head of one hundred arid fifty thou- i 

fand of the beft troops that Gerriiany ever trained* I 
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An. 1748. Perhaps he was not forry that the emprefs of MuC- 
covy ftirnilhed him with a plaufible pretence for 
maintaininjg fuch a formidaWe arriiy, after the 
peace of Europe had been afccrtained by a formal 
treaty, and all the furrounding Hates had dimr- 
nilhed the number of their forces. He now wrote 
a letter to his unck the king of Great Britain, 
complaining of the infults and n^naces* which had 
been offered by the Czarina fa Sweden ; declaring, 
that he was bound by a defenfive alliance, to which 
France had acceded, to defend the government at 
prefent eftabiifbed in Sweden ; and that he would 
not fit ftHl and tamely fee that kingdom attacked 
by any power whatfoever, without afting up to his 
engagements: finally, he intreated his Britannic 
maj^fty to interpofe his good offices, in conjunftioft' 
with France and him, to compromfle the difputcs* 
which threatened to embroil the northern parts of 
Europe. 

By this time the Ruffian army had approached 
die frontiers of Finland : the Swedes had aflembled 
their troopsy rcplenifhed their magazines, and rc^ 
paired their marine ; and the king of Denmark^ 
jealous of the Czarina's defigns, with regard ta the 
dutchy of Slefwic, which was cOntefted wkh hint 
by the prince-fucceffor of Ruffia, kept his army 
and navy on the moft refpeftable footing. 

At this critical jiinfture the courts of London, 
Verfailles, arid Berlin, co-operated fq effedfeually by 
remonftranc€;s and declarations at Petcrfburg and * 
Stockholm, that the emprefs of Ruffia thought 
proper to own herfelf fatisfied, and all thofe clouds 
of trouble were immediately difperfed. Yet, in all 
probability, her real aim was difappoinced ; and,. 
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however flie might diffemble her fentirtientt, fiie Amiy+I. 
never heartily forgave the king of Pruflia for the 
fliare he had in this tranfadion^ That monarch, 
without relaxing in his attention to the fupport of 
a very formidable military power, exerted very 
extraordinary endeavours in cultivating the civil 
interefts of his country. He reformed the laws 
of Brandenburg, and refcued the adminiftration 
of juftice from the frauds of chicanery. He 
encouraged the arts of agriculture and manu* 
Ifadrufe) and even laid the foundation of naval 
commerce, by eftablifliing an Eaft India company 
in the port of Embden. 

Nor did the French mmiftry negleft any meafurc ^^^^^^ 
that might cfbntribute to repair the damage which taken by 
the kingdom had fuftained in the courfc of the thcFrendi 
war. One half of the army was diibandcd : the ^^^ ^' 
fevere impofition of the tenth penny was fufpended 
by the king's cdidt i a fcheme of oeconomy pro- 
pofed, with refpcdt to the finances ; and the utmoft 
diligence ufed in procuring materials, as well as 
workmen, for ftiip- building, that the navy of 
France might Ipeedily retrieve its former impor* 
lance. 

In the midft of theie truly patriotic fchemes, the [ 
court of Verfarllcs betrayed ^ littlenefs of genius, . 
and a Ipirit of tyranny, joined to fanaticifm, in quar- 
relling with the parliament about fuperftitious forms 
of religion*. The fecraments had been denied to a. 
certain perfon on his death-bed, becaufe he refufcd 
to fubfcribe the bull Unigenitus. The nephew of 
the dcfiinft preferred a complaint to the parlia- 
ment, whofe province it was to take cognizance of 
the affair :' a deputation of that body attended the 
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king with the report of their refolutions j and hn 
majefty commanded them to fufpend alT proceed- 
ings rtrlating to a matter of fuch confequence,. con- 
cerning which he would take an opportunity of 
fignifying his royal pleafuFe. This interpofitioa 
was tlie Iburce of difputes between the crown and 
parliament, wWchhad like to have filled the whole 
kingdom with Inteftrne troubles. 

At Vienna the Erfiprefs-queen was not more 
follicitous in promoting the trade and internal ma- 
nufaftures of her domirriqns^, by fumptuary regu- 
lations, neceflary reftriftions on foreign fuperflui-- 
ties, and proper encouragements of commerce, by 
opening her ports in the Adriatic, than fhc was* 
careful and provident in reforming the oeconomy 
of her finances, maintaining a refpeftable body of 
forces, and guarding, by defenfive alliances, againft 
the enterprizes of his Pruffian majefty,. on whole 
military power Ihe looked with jealoufy and dif- 
truft. 

In Holland all the authority and influence of 
the Stadtholdcr were fcarce fuificient to allay the 
ferments excited amoag the people, by the provi- 
fional taxation which had fucceeded the abolition 
of the pachters, and was indeed very grievous ta 
the fubjcdt. As this was no more than a tempo- 
rary expedient, the prince of Orange propofed a 
more equitable plan, which was approved by the 
States, and eftablifhed with great dijfficulty. 

In Italy the fyftem of politics feemed to change 
its complexion. The king of Sardinia efi^efted a 
march between one of the infantas of Spain and 
the prince of Pii^dmont-, and whether irritated by 
the conduct of the Auftrians in the laft war, or 

apprc^ 
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^prehenftve of fuch a powerful neighbour in the An. 1748. 
Milancfe, he engaged with the kings of France 
and Spain in a defenfive alliance, comprehending 
the king of the Two Sicilies, • the republic of Ge- 
noa, and the dukes of Modeha and Parma. 

His moft Catholic Majefty, fincerely difpofed to 
cuitivate thefarts of pe^ce, and encourage every 
meafurc that could contribute to the advantage of 
-his country, was no fooner releafed from the em- 
barraffments of war, than he began to execute plans 
t>f internal cfcconomy i to fedyce unneceflary pen- 
fions, difchargc the debts contraded in the war, 
Teplemlh his arfenals, augment his navy, prorhote 
taanufaftures, and encourage an adlive commerce 
by fea, the benefits of which the kingdom of Spain 
liad not known fince the firft difcovery and con- 
tiueft of the Weft Indies. 

Tha preparations for refitting and increafing the Infolence 
navy of Spain were carried on with fuch extraor- B^'^a% 
dinary vigour, that other nations believed an ex- corfairs. 
pedition was intended againft the corfairs of Al- 
giers, who had for fomc time grievou fly infefted the 
trade and coafts of the Mediterranean. The exiftcnce 
bf this and other predatory republics, which intire- 
!y fubfift upon piracy and rapine, petty ftates of 
barbarous ruffians, maintained, as it were, in the 
midft of powerful nations, which they infult with 
impunity, and of which they even exadt an annual 
contribution, is a^ flagrant reproach upon Chriften- _ 
dom i a reproach the greater, as it Is founded upon j 

a low, felfifli, illiberal maxim of policy. J 

All the powers that border on the Mediterra- 
nean, except France and Tufcany, are at perpetual 
war with the Moors of Barbary, and, for that rea* 
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Ajj. 1745, fon, obliged to employ foreign (hips for the tr^n^ 
portation of their merchandize. This ttnploy^ 
ment naturally devolves to thofe nations whofe vcf- 
fels are in no danger from the depredations of thp 
Barbarians ; namely, the fqbjedts of the Maritime 
Powers, who, for. this puny advantage, not only 
tolerate the piratical ftates of Barbary, but cve^ 
fupply theni with arms and ammunition, follicit 
their paffes, and purch^ift their forbearance wit^i 
annual prefcnts, which are, in efFeft, equivalent to 
a tribute : ^hcrpas, by one vigorous exertion of 
their power, they might deftroy all their (hips, lay 
their towns in afhes, and totally extirpate thofe 
pernicious broods of defperate banditti. Even al^l 
the condefceqfion of ^hofc wl^o difgr^ce ;hemfelves 
with the, title of allies to thefe mifcre^^nts, is no( 
always fufficient to reftrain thei^ from ads of 

• • • . • * 

cruelty and rapine. 

At this very periqd fqur cruifers from Algiers 
made a capture of an Englifh packet- boat, in her 
voyage from Lilhon, and conveyed he^ to their 
city, where fhc was plundered of money and effedts 
to the amount of one hundred thoufand pounds, 
and afterwards difmified! In conXeqyence of thi^ 
Outrage, commodore Keppel was feht with feven 
fhips of war to demand fatisfaftion, as well as tq 
compromifc certain differences which had arifen on 
account of arrears cUimcd of the Eoglilh by the 
dcy of Algiers, The Mviffelma^n frankly ownedji 
that the money, having been divided among th^ 
captors, could not poffibly be refunded. The com- 
modore returned to Gibraltar; and, in the fequel, 
an Algerine ambaflador arrived at London, with 
fome prefcnts of wild beafts for his Britannick ma^ 
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Jcijby, This txanfaftidn was fucceede,d by another An. 174^. 
injurious affront, offered by the governor or al- 
<ayde of Tetuan to Mr. Latton, an Englifh am- 
baffador, fent thither to' redeem the Britifh fuj)- 
jeds, who had been many years inOayed in the do- 
minions of the king of Morocco. 

A revolution having lately happened in this em- 
pire, Muley Abdallah, the reigning rufHan, in- 
fifted upon the ambalTador's paying ^pretended 
ballance for the ranfom of the captives, as well a^ 
depofiting a contiderable fum, which had already 
been payed to a deceafpd balhaw; alledging, that 
as he (the emperor) received no part of it, the payr 
ment was illegal. Mr. Latton refufing to comply 
with this arbitrary demand, his houfe was fur- 
rounded by a detachment of foldiers, who violently 
dragged his fecretary fron^ his prefence, and threw 
him into a difmal fubterranean dungeon, where he 
rontinued twenty days. The Englifh flaves> to , 
the number of twenty-feven, were condemned to 
,the fame fate : the ambaffador himfelf was der 
graded from his charadter, deprived of his allow- 
ance, and fequeftered from all communicatioa. 
All the letters directed to him wCre intercepted; 
ajid interpreted to the alcayde : two negro-porter? 
were intrufted wif h the keys of all his apartmeiits, 
and a couple of foldiers pofled at his chamber*^ 
door : nay, this Moorifh governor threatened to 
load him with irons, and violently feized part of 
the prefents defigned by his Britannic majefly for 
the emperor. Finally, finding that neither Mr. 
Latton nor the governor of Gibraltar, to whom he 
had written, would depofit the money,' without 
ff ef^ inflruftibns from the court of London, the ^ 
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J\n, 1748. Barbarian thought proper to relax in hU feverity: 
the priloners. were enlarged, the reftriftions re^ 
moved from the perfon of the ambaffador, and, 
after all thefe indignities offered to the honour of 
the Britifh nation, the ballance was payed, and 
the affair quietly adjuftcd. 

Britain, mean while, was altogether barren of 
events which might deferve a place in a general 
hiftory. Commerce and manufafture flourifhed 
again, to fuch a degree of increafe as had never 
been known in the ifland : but this advantage was 
attended with an irrefiftible tide of luxury and ex- 
cefs, which flowed through all degrees of the 
people, breaking down all the mounds of civil po- 
lity, and opening a way for. licence and immorality. 
The highways were infefl:ed with rapine and afliafli- 
nation ; the cities teemed with the brutal votaries 
of lewdftefs, intemperance, and profligacy ; and 
the whole land was overfpread with a fucceflipn of 
tumult, riot, and infurredlion, excited in different 
;^arts bf the kingdom by the ereftion qf new tum^ 
pikes, which the legiflature judged neceflary for 
the convenience 6f inland carriage. In order to 
quell thefe difturbanccs, recourfe was had to the 
military power : feveral individuals were flain^ ancj 
fomewere executed as examples. This was, at 
bcft, but a violent remedy, which ought never to 
be applied among a free people, except in cafes of 
the utmoft emergency ; and thefe can hardly ever 
happea in a country governed by good laws, punc- 
tually adminiflered : for there mult be fome fun- 
damental flaw in that conftitution, which the power 
of civil magi ft racy cannpt preferve from, anarchy 
4nd internal diffoKition. 

In 
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In the month .of November the feffion of parlia- An, i74». 
ment was opened, with afpeech from the throne; Seffionof 
in which his majcfty exprefl'ed a p;irticular pleafure P^rlia- 
in meeting them at a time, when the perfedt re- opcoed. 
eftabliihment of a general peace had reftored to 
his people the bleffings of cjuiet and tranquillity. 
He faid, the good efFefts of thefe igilready appeared 
in the floiirifhing condition of national commerce^ 
and in the rife of public credit, which were the 
foundations of ftrength and prpfperity to thefe king- 
doms, . He declaredj That, during the fummer, 
he had ufed every opportunity of cementing and 
fecuring the peace •, That it was his firm refolu- 
tion to do every thing in his power for theprefer- 
vation of it, and religioufly adhere to the engage- 
ments into which he had entered. Finally, he 
took notice of the good difpolition he had found 
in the other contrafting parties to the treaty of Aix- 
la-Chapelle, to cherifh the public tranquillity of 
Europe : and he earneftly recommended to the 
two houfes the maintenance of a ftrong naval 
power, as the bulwark of national fecurity. When 
the motion was made for an addrefs of thanks in 
thc.houfe of commons, the firft paragraph of his 
majefty's fpeech furnilhed the oppofition with 4 
handle to declaim again|l the late treaty. Sir, John 
Hynd Cotton bbferved. That the peace could not 
, be properly ftiled compleat, as nothing had been 
ftipulated with refpeft to the article of " no 
fearch;" alluding to the interruption our com- 
merce had fuftairied from the Spaniards in the Weft/ 
Indies : a ftipulation, without which both houfes 
of parliament had formerly voted that there Ihouid 
be no peacis lyith tliat kingdom. 

la 
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An. 1749. In the prefent conjunfture of affairs, fuch an otn 
jcftion favoured rather of party than of patriotlfm ; 
and indeed Sir John declared, that the remarks he 
made upon this occafion were rather in difcharge 
of the duty he owed to his country, than in hope 
of feeing his fentiments efpoufed by the majority. 
Some fharp alternation was ufed in the debate 
which arofe on this fubjed ; and many feverc in- 
veftives were levelled at thofe who negotiated, as 
well is thofe who approved and confirmed the 
treaty. But Mr. Pelham, who fuftained the whole 
weight of the debate on the fide of the adminiftra- 
tion, anfwered every objeftion with equal candour 
and ability ; and if he failed in proving that the 
terms of peace were as favourable as could be ex- 
peftep}, confider?ng the unfortunate events of the 
war, and the fituation of the contending powers, 
he at leaft demonft rated, that it would be the in- 
tereft of the kingdom to acquiefce for the prefent 
in the treaty which had been concluded, and en- 
deavour to remedy its imperfeftions by fubfequent 
conventions, amicably opened among thofe powers 
between whom any caufe of difpute remained. 
With refpeft to the vote of both houfes, men- 
tioned by Sir John Hynd Cotton, he declared that 
he had never approved of that ftep, when it wis 
firft taken ; or if he had, times and circumftances^ 
which could not be forefeen,* would havejuftified 
his deviating from it in the re-eftabliftiment of 
peace. He reminded them, that a parliament of 
Great Britain had once voted " no peace, while 
any part of the Weft Indies ftiould remain in pof- 
fcflion of the Spanifh king-,*' yet a train of inci- 
df ntSj which they could not poflibly forefee, after- 

wards 
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•rarcls rendered it expedient to adopt a peace, with- -*»• «74»- 
put infiftbg upon the accomplifhment of that con« 
jdition. 

I,n a word, we muft own, that, in the majority of Subjeas 
debatCjS excited in the courfe of this feffion, the <>' ^w«^ 
.miniftry derived their triumphs frpm the force of 
Teafon, a$ well as from the weight of influence. 
We fball always, however, except the efforts that 
were made for reducing the pumber of land-forges 
to fifteen thoufand, and maintaining a greater 
number of feamen than the miniftry propofed. On 
thefe conftitutional points the earl of Egmont, and 
the other chie& of the oppofition, expatiated with 
gll the energy of eloquence •, which, however, was 
fruftrated by the power of fuperior number- Ten 
jthoufand feamen were voted for the fervice of the 
cnfuing year, notwithftanding his majcfty's iryunc- 
jion to maintain a confiderable navy, and the 
;iumber of land-forces continued at eighteen thoq- 
iknd eight, hundred and fifty-feven. The fums 
granted for making good his majefty*s engager 
pents with the eleftors of Bavaria and Mcntz, and 
jhe dyke of Brunlwic-Wolfenbuttle, amounted to 
fifty-three thoufand two hundred and twenty-five 
pounds fterjing. The fervices done by the colo- 
Jtiies in North America, during the wjir, were gr^- 
tifi^d with the fum of one , hundred twenty-two 
thoufand two hundred forty-fix pqpnds* The ex- 
pence incurred by the new colony of Nova Scotia 
exceeded feventy-fix thoufand pounds. A fmail 
funi.was vofed for the improvement of Georgia; 
^nd ten thoufand pounds were granted towar4« 
the fupport of the Britifh forts and fettlements on 

the coaft of Africa* 
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J^ >)*?• The ftfm total granted in this feffion arofc to 
four millioiis One hundred forty-one thoufand fix 
hundred fixty-one pounds nine fhillings and eleven 
pence half-penny, to' be raifcd by the land tax, at 
three ihillings in the pound j the malt^ and other 
duties, thefurplos of divers impofitions remaining 
in the Bank and Exchequer; one million by atinui*- 
tics, at three per cent, charged on the finking fund, 
tintii redeemed by parliament ; and nine hundred 
thotifand pounds out of the excefs or overplus of 
monies denominated the finking fund. 
Scheme But the capital meafure, which diftinguifhed 
^ .^' this feffion of parliament, was the redudkion of the 
tke^infe- intereft on the public funds j a fcheme which was 
fcft of the .planned and executed by the mioifter, without any 
^1^"* national difturbance or difquiet, to the aftonifhment 
of all Europe ; the different nations of which could 
«ot comprehend how it would be poffible for the 
governmeht, at the clofe of a long expenfive war, 
rwhich had fo confiderabjy drained the country, and 
augmented th^ enormous burthen of national debt, 
40 find money for paying off ivfch of the public 
<:reditors as might choofe to receive their principal, 
rather than fubmit to a redudion of the intereft^ 
it was not very much for the honour of the oppo- 
ittion, that fome of its leading members endea- 
«vourcd to impede this great machine of civit^eco- 
tiomy, by taking opportunities of affirming in par- 
liament, in oppofition to his majefty'js fpcech, that 
the nation, far from being in a fiouriflling condi- 
tion, was almoft intirely exhaufted; that com- 
merce drooped and declined ; that public credit 
Aood tottering on the brink of ruin; and that all 
the treaties lately concluded among the different 
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powers of Europe, wcre^ in efFeft, diftdvantageous. Atf.i749« 
and prejudicial to the interefts of Great Britain, 
In anfwer to thefe affcrtion% Mr. Pdham under- 
took to prove, from the rcgifter of expofrts and im- 
ports, that the commerce of the kingdom was , 
more extenfive at this than, at any fdrui^r period ; 
and that the public credit was ftrong enough to 
admit of an experiment, which he would not pre- 
fume to hazard, except upon a nioral certainty of 
its being firmly rooted, beyond the power of acci- 
dent and fa(5lion to (hake or overturn. He de- 
clared, that his defign of reducing the imereft 
upon the funds, was the rtiiilt of the love he bare, 
his country, and an opinion that it was the duty of 
the fervants of the crown- to caie thcburthetisof 
the people. He faid, he had conferred, on th» 
fubjed; with perfons qf the moft approved kiiow^ 
ledge, and undoubted experience ^ and chofe to 
promulgate the method propofcd for aUeviatiffg; 
the load of the nauotial deht, that the public^ ia 
knowing the particulars of the fcheme, might have 
time to confider them at leifure^ and ftart fuch ob« , 
jeftions as fhould occur to their refleftion, b^ore. 
it might be too late to adopt amendmems^ He 
obferved, that nothing could more deafly demons 
ftrate tjie vigour of publfc credit, and thraog^-* 
mentation of national commerce, than^ the price 
of ftock, which had within three years rifen to a 
very confiderable increafe; aii^ che^ duties on ifOk 
ports, which in nine months had added one tniHroit 
to the finking fund, notwithftftpding a very extmv 
ordinary film which had been payed a^boaotics for: 
exported corn. He e3q>reffed great tenderncfs- a»d 
regard for the inrertfts of thofc who had:advaiiccd 

their 
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An. 1750* their money for the fer^ce of the government i 
declaring, that his aim was to contrive a fair^ 
honeftj and equitable method for lefleriing the na- 
tional incumbrances, by lowering the intereft, con- 
formable to parliamentary faith, and agreeable tdf 
the rules of eternal juftide. His plan was accord- 
ingly comrtiunicatedj canvafled, and approved in 
the houfe of commons, and an a6l paffcd for re- 
ducing the intereft of the funds Ivhich c6nftitute 
the national debr» 
Tlie bill The refolutions of the common^ oil this head 
Srouffh ^^^^ printed by authority in the London Gazette, 
both importing. That thofe who were, or Ihould be, * 
^^h proprietor's of any part of the public debt, re- 
deemable by law, incurred before Michaelmas, in 
the year one thoufand feven hundred and forty- 
nine, carrying an intereft of four per centum per 
annum, who fhould, on or before the twenty- 
eighth day of February in that year, fubfcribe theif 
names, fignifying their confcnt to accept of an in- 
tereft of three pounds per centum, to commence 
from the twenty-fifth day of December in the year 
one thoufand ftven hundred and fifty- feven, fubjeft - 
to the fame provifions, notices, and claufcs of re- 
demption, to which their refpedlivefums, at four 
per centum, were thcri liable; ftiould, in lieu of 
their prefent intereft, be intitled to four per cen- 
tum, till the twenty fifth day of December in the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty 5 and 
after that day, to three pounds ten ftiillings per 
centum per annum, till the twenty-fifth day of De- 
cember one thoufand feven hundred and fifty- 
feven *, and no part of that debt, except what was 
due to the Eaft India company} Ihould be redeenn^ 
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ftble to this period: That if any part of the na- An.i7^<:^ 
tlonal debt, incurred before laft Michaelmas, re- 
deemable by law, and carrying an intereft of four 
per centum, fliould remain unfubfcribed on or be- 
for^ the thirtieth day of May, the government 
lliould pay off the principal For this purpqje his 
majefty was enabled to borrow of any pcrfon or 
perfons, bodies politic or corporate, any fum or 
Turns of money, not exceeding that part of the na- 
tional debt which might remain unfubfcribed, to be 
charged on the finking fund, upon any terms not 
exceeding the rate of intereft in the aforegoing 
propofal. 

All the duties appropriated to the payment of* 
the intereft were ftill continued, and the furplus 
of thefe incorporated with the finking fund for the 
difcharge of the principal. Books were opened for 
the Tubfcription at the Exchequer, the bank of 
England, and the South- fea-houfe; and copies of 
thefe refolutions tranfmitted to the dircAora of ail 
the monied corpdrjttions. 

In purfuance of this itflr, for the feduftion of 
the jnrereft, the greater part of the creditors com- 
pKed with the terms propofed, and fubfcribed their 
refpeftive annuities before the end of February ; 
but the three great companies at firft kept aloof, 
and refufed to fubfcribe any part of their capital 

About the middle' of March the commons or- 
dered«the proper officers to lay before them an ac- 
count trf the fums which had been fubfcribed, . 
and thefe were taken into confideration by a com- 3 
mittee of the whole houfe. It was then that Mr. 
Pelham, as chancellor of the Exchequer, obferved. 

That befidcs the debts due to the three great com- 
panies 
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Ant X750. panics in their corporate capacity, all the reft, carry- 
ing four per centum iiltereft, had been fubfcribed, 
entcepf about eight or nine millions, the proprietors 
of which hjid forfeited the favour defigned them 
^ by parliament : but as many of thefe had been 
miflea^by evil counfellors, who perhaps were more 
intent on diftrefling the government, than foUi- 
eifbus to ferve their friends ; and as many Were fo- 
reigners refiding beyond lea, who had not time to 
take proper advice, and give the neccflary inftruc- 
tions ; and as thefe could not be poffibly diftin- 
guillied from fuch as refiifed to fubfcribc from 
meer obftinacy or difafFeftion, it might be thought 
cruel to take the moft rigorous advantage of the 
forfeiture they had incurred. With refpeft to the 
proprietors of the ftock or capital belonging to 
the three great companies, he aflerted, that many 
of them would willingly have fubfcribed their pro- 
perties within the time limited; but were neceffa- 
riiy excluded by the majority on the ballot": and as 
it was equally impoflible to know thofe who were 
againft the queftion on the ballot, he thoiight that 
fome tendernefs was due even to the proprietors of 
thofe three companies : his opinion therefore was, 
that they and the uncomplying annuitants fliould 
be indulged with further time to conipleat their 
fublcription ; but, in order to preferve the autho- 
rity of parliament, and the reiped due to that au« 
guft afTembly, thcfy ought not to be gratified with 
fuch advantageous terms as were allowed to the 
annuitants, who at firft chearfuUy complied with 
the propofals offered by the legiQature. Fcr thefe 
reafons he propofed. That although tJj:e . term of 
fubfcribing (hould be protra6ted till the thirtieth 

day 
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day of May, the encouragement of three pounds An. 1750. 
ten IhiUings per centum per annum fhould not be 
continued to the fecond fubfcribers longer than till 
the fifth day of December, in the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and fifty-five. The-propofal 
being approved, a bill was framed for this pur- 
pofe, as well as for redeeming fuch annuities as 
(hould not be fubfcribed. It pafled through both 
houfes, and was enafted into a Uw, after having 
received an additional claufe, Impowering the Eaft 
India company, in cafe they fhould fubfcribe all 
^their ftock bearing an inteneft of four per cen- 
tum, to borrow, with the confent of the board of 
treafury, any fums not exceeding ifour millions two 
hundred rhoufand pounds, after the feveral rates 
of intereft before propofed to be paid by the pub- 
lic, and one million: more at three per centum per 
annum- They were alfo vetted with a power to 
raife money by bonds, as formerly ; yet fo as the 
whole, including the armuities, Ihould not exceed 
what they were by former adts impoweredto bor- 
row. 

The obj^dions to the execution of this projeft, 
- which by many were deemed infurmountaSIe, in* 
* tircly vanrfhed before the fortitude, perfeverancc, 
and caution of the minifter; who had fecured, 
among the moneyed men of the nation, the pro- 
.mife of fuch fums as would have been Sufficient to 
pay off the capital belonging to thofe creditors 
who might rcScdk to accept the intereft thus re- 
duced. 

The fecond fiibfcription had the - dcfired efFeA. 
The three great compaai^s acquiefced, and their 
example was foUgwcd by/the other ferupulous an- 

Numb. 2, E nuitanti : - 


66 HISTORYofENGLAND. 

An. 1750. nuitants : the national burthen was comfortably 
lightened, and the finking fund . confiderably in- 
crcafed, without producing the leali perplexity or 
difturbance in the commonwealth ; a circumftance 
that could not fail to excite the admiration and 
envy of all Chriftendom. 
New mu- The mutiny-bill for the enfuing year was miti- 
tiDy-bill. gated with an eflential alteration, relating to the 
oath of fecrecy impofed upon the members of 
every court-martial, who were now releafed from 
this referje, if required to give evidence, by due 
courfe of law, in any court of judicature ; and 
whereas, by the former mutiny-bill, a general was 
inipowercd to order the revifal of any fentcncc by 
a court-martial as often a^ he pleafed, and, on that 
pretence, to keep in confinement a man who had 
been acquitted upon a fair trial ; it was now en- 
adted. That no fentence pronounced by any court- 
martial, and figned by the prcfident, fliould be 
more than once liable to revifal. Colonel George 
Townfhend, fon of the lord vifcount Townfliend, 
who had equally diftinguifhed himfelf by his civil 
and military accomplilhments, propofed another 
claufe for preventing any non -commiffioned offi- 
cer's being broke, or reduced into the ranks j or 
any foldier's being punifhed, but by the fentence 
of a court-martial. He gave the houfe to under- 
ftand, that certain p'erions attended at the door, 
who, from the ftation of non-commiflioned officers, 
had been broke, and reduced into the ranks, with- 
. out trial or any caufe affigned ^ and he expatiated 
- not -only upon the iniquity of fuch . proceedings, 
but alfo upon the danger of leaving fuch arbitrary 
pQwer in the hands of any kidividual ofScer. A 

warm 
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warm debate waS the confcquencc of this motion, A»' »7So* 
which however was over-ruled by the majority. 

Among other regulations made in the courie of A bill for 
this feffion, for the encouragement of the Britifli fp^^Sie^" 
manufa&ureS) a large duty was laid upon Iriih fail* import of 
cloth, which, being ibid at an under-price, was ^I^^^"* 
found to interfere with the fame fpecies of commo- 
dity fabricated in the ifland of Great Britain ; and, 
for the further benefit of this laft, the bounty upon 
the exportation of it, which had been dedufted 
from a defeftive fund, was now made payable out 
of the cuftoms. ' This meafure, however, was not 
of fuch importance to the nation as the aft which 
they pafled for encouraging the importation 6f pig 
and bar iron from the Britifh colonies in North 
America, 

Every well-wilher to his country refle&ed with 
concern on the nature of the Britifh trade with 
Sweden, from which kingdom the fubjedts of his 
Britannic hiajefty imported more iron and ftcel 
than it fupplied for all the other countries in Eu- 
rope. For this article they payed a very great bal- 
lance in ready money;^ which the Swedes again ex- 
pended in purchafing from the French, and other 
mercantile powers, thole neceflaries and fupcrflui- 
ties with which they might have been as cheaply 
furniflied by Great Britain, In ^he mean time, 
the Englifli colonies in America were reftridtcd by 
fevere duties from making advantage of their own 
produce, in exchanging their iron for fuch com- 
modities as they were under the neceflity of pro- 
turing from their mother-country. Such reftricr 
tion was not only a cruel grievance upon our own 
fcalements, but alfo attended with manifeft preju- 

E 2 dice 


N 


68 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

An. 1750. dice to the int^reft of Great Britain, annually 
drained of great fums^ in favour of an ungrateful 
' nation from which no part of them , returned v 
whereas the iron imported from America, muft of 
ncceffity come in exchange for our. own n)anufac^ 
tures- 

, The commons having appointed a day for taking 
this afiair into confideration, carefidly exaipined 
into the ftatc of the Britifli commerce carried on 
with Sweden, as weH as into the accounts of iroft 
imported from the planutions in America ; and the 
committee of th^ whole houfe having rtfolved. 
That tl^e duties on American pig and bar iron 
ihould be removed, a bill was brought^in for that 
purpofe,. containing a claufe, however, to prevent 
his majefty's fubjefts from making fteel, ^d efta- 
blifhing mills for flitting and Totljing iron within 
theBritiih colonies of America; this precaution 
being taken, that the colonifts ought not interfere 
with the xnanufaftures of their mother- country. 

Thcvmoft remarkable circumftance attending 
the progrcfs of this bill, which made its way thro- 
both houfes, arid obtained the royal aflent, was the 
. number. of contradiftory petitions in favour and in 
prejudice of it, while it remained under confidera^- 
tion. The tanners of leather, in and about the 
town of Sheffield in Yorklhire, reprefentied. That 
if the bill (hould pafs, the Englilh iron would be 
* underfold; confequently a great number of:fttc* 
naces and forges would be difcontinucd : in thait 
cafe the woods, ufed for fupl, would ftand uncut, 
and the tanners be deprived of oak-bark fufficient 
for the continuance and fupport of their occupa- 
tion. They neverthelefs owned, that, fhould the 

duty 
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. doty be rcmofcd from pig iron only, no fuch con- An* 1750. 
fequence could be. apprehended v becaufe, ihould 
the number Cff furnaces be leflened, that of forges 
wonM be in<:reaied This was likewife the pka 
urged in Avers remonftrancea by mafters of iron- 
works, gendemeo, and freeholders, who had trads 
ef woodland in their pofleffi^n. The owners, pro- 
prietors, and farmers of furnaces andiron-forges, 
flanging, tb Sheffield add its neighbourhood, en- 
larged upon the great expence they had incurred 
\n erecting and fupporting iron- works, by means 
of which greit numbers of his najefty's fubjefts 
weiic Comfortably fupportcd. They expreflcd their 
uppiieheniion, that ibould^the bill pa(s into a law, 
it cooid nQt in any degree Icflen the confumption 
of Swedifli iron, which was ufbd for purpofes 
;whicli ncicher the American nor Britifti iron ^ould 
anfwirrt but> that the {X'opoied encouragement, 
confidering the plenty and dieapnefs of wood in 
America, would enable the colonies to underfell 
the BritiQi irvon 1^ a branch of traffic which would 
be tQtafty dcftroyed, tOithc ruin of many thoufand 
labourers, who would be compelled to feck their 
livelihood in foreign countries. They likewife 
fuggeflicd, that if all the iron manufe6h3rcrs of 
Great Britain (hould be obKged to depend upon a 
fupply of iron from the plantations, ^hich muft 
ever be rendered ^recarioiiis by the' hazard of the 
feos and the enemy, the manufactures would pro^ 
baWy decay for want of materials, and many thou- 
fahd femilies be reduced to want and mifery. On 
the *thc*r. hand, the ironmongers and (mi ths be- 
longing t3o the flourilhing town of Birmingham i'h 
Warwickfliire, prefcnted a petition, declaring, that 
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An.'i75o. the bill would be of great benefit to the trade of 
the nation, as it would enable the colonifts to 
make latter retufns of their own produce, and 
encourage them to take a greater quantity of the 
Britifli manufaftures. They affirmed, that all the 
iron -works in the iOand of Great Britain did not 
fupply half the quantity of that metal fufficient to 
carry on the manufacture ; that if this deficiency 
could be fupplied from the colonies in America, 
tht importation would ceafe, and cohfiderable films 
of moqey be faved to the nation. They obferved, 
that the importation of iron from America could 
no more aflfea the iron-works and freeholders of 
the kingdom, than the like quantity imported from 
any other country: but they prayed, that the 
people of America might be reftrained from ered- 
Ing flitting or rolling mills, or forges for plating 
iron, as they would interfere with the manufact 
turcs of Great Britain. . . 

^ Many remohftrances to the fame effcdt were 
prcfented from different parts of the kingdom ; 
and it appeared, upon the moft exaft inquiry, that 
the encouragement of American iron would prove 
extremely beneficial to the kingdom, as it had 
been found, upon trial, applicable to all the ufes 
of Swedifti iron, and as go6d in every refpcft as 
the produce of that country. 
Ercftion The next commercial improvement, of which 
'^m^^h^'*' we ihall take noricc, was the bill for the encou- 
ring fifte- -T^gepient of ^hc Britilh white-herring and co<J 
17. fifherics. Thi? was likewife the refult of mature 

deliberation, importing. That a bounty of thirty 
fliiUings per xqn fhould be granted, and payed out 
of the cuftoms, to all hew veffels from twenty to 
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fourfcorc tons burthen, which Ihould be built for An. 1750- 
yiat purpofe, and adually employed in the fifhery : 
That a ibciety (hould be incorporated, under the 
name of the free Britiih fifhery, by a charter^, not 
exclufive, with power to raife a capifal not cx(!:eed- 
ing five hundred thoufand pounds ; and that three 
pouilds ten ftiijlings per centum per annum fhould 
be granted and payed out of the cufloms to the 
proprietors for fourteen years, for fo much of the 
capital as ihould be aftualiy employed in the faid 
fiflieries. Correfponding chambers were propofed 
to be erefted in remote parts of North Britain, for 
taking in fubfcriptions, and profecuting the trade, 
under the; direftions of the company at London ;. 
and the nation in general feemed eager to difpute - 
this branch of commerce with die fubjedts of H0I-* 
.Land, whom they confidered as ungrateful inter- 
lopers. In the houfe of peers,' however, the bill 
met with a formidable oppofition from the earl of 
Winchelfea and lord Sandys, who juftly obferved. 
That it was a crude irdigeftcd fcheme, which, in 
the. execution, would never anfwer the expcdbations 
of the people : Thaj in contending with the Dutch, 
who are the patterns of unwearied induftry, and 
the moft rigid ceconomy, nothing could be more 
abfurd than a joint- ftock company, which is al- 
ways clogged with extraordinary expence; and the 
resolution of fitting out veflels at the port of Lon- 
don, where all forts of materials, labour, and fea- 
men, are fo much dearer than in any other part 
,of the united kingdom, exclufive of the great i 

diftance and dangerous voyage between the me- ' 

trqpol's and the Sound of Brafla in Shetland, the 
rendezvous at which all the herring-bufles were 
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An. 1750. to aflcmblc in the beginning of the flihihg feafbn. 
They likewife took notice of the heavy duty oiv 
fait, ufcd in curing the fi(h for fale, and thfe beef 
for provifion to the mariners ^^ a circumftahcc of 
itfelf fufficient to difcourage adventurers from em* 
barking in a commerce which, at beft, yields but 
very (lender profits to the tFad'er ih p«irticular, how 
impbrtant foever it might prove to the comrilurtity 
in general. Thefe objeflidns were anfwered by 
the duke of Argyle and the earl of Granville, who 
fccmcd to think that this branch of trade could riot 
be fairly fet on foot, without fuch a confidcrabte 
fum of money as no fingle individual would care 
to advance ; that a joint-fto<ik company would be 
able to proifecute the filhery at a frnallcr expcnifc 
than that which particular traders muft neccffkrily 
incur 5 that the prefent fpirit of the nation, witich 
was eagerly bent upon trying the eiperinient, 
Cught not to be baulked by delay, left it ftiould 
evaporate; and that though the plan was hot un- 
exceptionable, the defefts of it might in the fequel 
be remedied by the legiflalure. In a word, tW 
bill was adopted by the majority; with a* fmall 
amendment in the title, which produced Tome dif- 
quiets in the lower houfe : but this difpute was 
combromifed, and it was ehafted into a law towards 
the clofe of the feflion. 

toothing could be more agreeable to the public 
than the Canftion of the legiflature to this favou- 
fite^lan, which ^as ardentjy promoted and pa- 
trorniied by men of the grcateft eminence for 
wealth *dn3 popiila^rity. The company chofe for 
their gbverhor his royal highnefs the prince of 
Waits, who received this pr^of of theu- attach-* 

mcnt 
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xxitrklMSift^^ with {)ftftitiAai- hiArki 6f fattsfae- An-'i^s^ 
tion : the prefident and vice-prfefidfent were boflt 
alderhien <tf London ; attd the coxlncil Was tofn- 
pdfed of thirty, getitlefnen, tFie majority oF whorti 
^ere membters of parilartri^nt. Gft^t pairis Wefft 
taken, and tettie attiflce Wis nfetl, tb leaf it thfe 
Dutch rtiethcrtl bSf curing the fifli. PeDpid bfoWdeA 
with their fllbferfptifens ; a numbed cff harids Weft 
cnij5loyed iri bliikfihg aftd eqilippihg the bulteS Of 
vdTeb ufed in the filhery-, and the ftioft' faVdUf- 
able confeqtitnteS WeM expea<id frolh t^e general 
vigour 4nd ilatrfty^ydiicll dftiniated thefe pfepa^ 
mionS. But* Ihfe futdfeft did iiot gfatity £h'e fan. 
guine hbpe of" A'e prSjeaofs dnd adventurers. 
Theobjeftions m^de in the Hotlfe di tords fc55n' 
appeared W havii' bbert Weil founded: thrfe cO-' 
operating With tniihiaiiagtmeht ih . thfe *'dif»abfs, 
the ■fpirit of the tbhifpahy began to flag; the lia- 
furid oonfeqtience -of ^ c'ott'itnterciai dtia^p^intMent-,^ 
and now the Britifli fifhery feelHs to larigUilh uh-' 
der the n'egte^a: of the Ifegitlature. . , 

I'dttchlng iehe trade to the coaft of Africa, peti-. New Afri* 
dons were renewed by the company and its trfe-! ^^ ^^^ 
ditors; the friefchant's o'f Briftol, Liverpool^ arid ^* 
Lancifter ; and a remonftrance was prefented by 
the plaiVters and fhercfiahts intcretled In theBritifh 
fugar-fetfternents In America: but the commons, 
scdhered to their 'former relblutions of toying open 
the tildi?, maintamihg t5ie forts at tHe public £X- 
penee, and regulatmg the commerce by % com- 
mittee of merchants, "fepf efenting the chief trading^ 
towns in the kingdom, to be fuperintended by the 
board of trade and plantations. ' The bill was ac«.. 
cbrdingly framed and prefented, and, having pro..- 

6 ceeded 


74 HISTORY or ENGLAND: 

An. i75o# ceeded through both houies without oppofi&oa^ 
obtained the royal aflent. 

Over and above thefe wife, lalutary, and patrio* 
tical meafures for the improvement of commerce^ 
they encouraged the importation of raw (ilk by aa 
ad, reducing, the duties formerly payable on that 
which was the growth of China, to the fame that is 
raifed on the raw filk from Italy, and allowing the 
fame drawback upon the exportation of the one 
which had been ufually granted on the other. A 
fecond bill was brought in for the encouragement, 
of the growth and culture of filk in Carolina and 
Georgia^ where it had been lately produced with 
extraordinary fuccefs, by freeing from all duties 
that which fhould be imported from his m^efty's 
dominions in America : and a third was framed, 
permitting raw filk of the growth or produce of 
Perfia, purchafed ih Rufiia, to be imported into 
Great Britain, from any port or place belonging to 
the empire of Ruffia. 

Divers efforts were made, by different members 
in the oppofition, to rei5tify certain abufes in the 
army and adminiflration : fome bills they brought 
in, and feveral petitions were left on the table ; 
but all of them proved abortive, from the power 
and influence of the minifter, who feemcd refolved 
that no benefit fhould flow upon the nation 
through any channel but his own. Neverthelefsj^ 
it miift be Acknowledged, for the honour of his 
memory, that there is no feflion on record fo pro* 
duftive as this was pf meafures advantageous to 
the community. 

The people, however, were not intirely fatisficd 

with the condudt of the ^dminiftration, if we may 

: J^dge 
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\adge from the ferment and commotions raifed An. 1750.- 
juring the progress of an elei^ion for a citizen to Account 
reprefent in parliament the chy of Weftminftcr. ^^. 
The feat which had been filled by lord Trentham, ftcr eleo-* 
cldeft fon of earl Gowcr, having become vacant, ^n. 
in confequence of that nobleman's accepting a place 
at the board of admiralty, he again declared him* 
felf a candidate, and met with a violent oppoiition. 
Thofe who ftiled themfelves the independent elec-^ 
tors of Weftminftcr, being now inccnfcd to an un- 
common degree of turbulence by the interpofition 
pf minifterkl influence, determined to ufe their 
utmoft endeavours for bafBing the defigns of the 
court, and at the fatne time take vengeance on the 

family of earl G r,^ who had intirely abandoned 

the oppofition, of which he was formerly one of ' 

the moft refpefted leaders. With this view they 
held confultations, agreed to refolutions, and fet 
up a private gentleman, named Sir George Vande- 
put, as the competitor of lord Trentham, declaring 
that they would fupport his prctenfions at their 
own expence, being the more encouraged to this 
enterprize by the countenance and afliftance of the 
prince of Wales and his adherents. They accord- 
ingly opened houies of entertainment for their par- 
tifans, follicited votes, circulated remonftrances^ 
and propajgated abufe : in a word, they canvaflcd, 
with furprifing fpirit and perfeverance, againft the 
whole intereft of iSt. James's. Mobs were hired 
and proceflions made on both fides, and the city of 
Weftminfter was filled with tumult and uproar. 
The mutual atrimofity of the parties feemed every 
day to incrcafe during the eledibn, ^d a great 
number of unqualified votes were on both fides 

prcr 
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An. 1750. prefentcd : all the powers of infinuation, obioquf, 
and ridicule were employed to vilify and depreciate 
both candidates. At kt^di the poll being clofed^ 
a majority of votes appeared in behalf of lord 
Xrentham : but a fcrudny being demanded by thb 
oth^r fide^ the upturning officer complied with their 
requeft. 

Tht fpeaker of the lower, houfe had ifiued hii 
warrant for a new writ of .clcftian abdut the mid- 
dle of November ; and towards the end ' of Fc-» 
bruaty Mr. Fdx, fecrctary at war, ftanding up^ 
and obferving that no return had yet been made^ 
thought proper to mtivc^ That the clerk of chc 
crown^ the mefienger extraordiilary attending the 
great fead, the undcr-flicrifFof Middlfcfcx, and the 
high-bailiff of Weftminfter, . ftioul^' attend nert 
mdlmiiig, and give an accoUilt of their, iffuing* 
' delitering^ and executihg . the writ dS election. 
Thefe. being eximlned, and thfc highr bailiff tie- 
claHi% that he, would prt)05edwith all poflible dif- 
pai^ch in the fcrutiny^ ffhich had : been demanded 
$Jad was begun, Mr. Speaker explained to him 
feme particulars of his duty; in the difcharge of 
which^ he Was given td underftand> he might de- 
pend upon the proteftion of ^the houfe, fliould he 
pieet ^ith any jobftru6lion which he. cowld not 
Othierwife furmount.,. 

'By the violence and ca$)ricc. wirfi. which a great 
tiumber of votcs were on. both fides contcfed, the 
fcrutiny w^ a long time protrafted, and the rctuAi 
attended with fomc extraordinary confequences, 
which Ihallbe particularifed among the'tranfaftions 
©f the ntaa yw. 
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Jn the mean time, the prefent feffion of parlia* An. 1756. 
ment was ciofed on the tWeHtfa'dayof April, with 
a fpeech from the throne^ . .commending the com- 
mons fer having feized the .vsecy ficft opportunity 
pf reducing the intcreft of the national dcbn, with- 
out the leaft infringement upon the faith of parlia- 
ment ; hnd congratulating them on the flourilhifig 
ftate of the public crccfit, which oould -n^t fail to 
add ifa-ength and reptitadon to the governmeRt 
both at home and afao-oad. immediately after the 
fifing of die parliament H$ m^efty apppinted a 
regency to govern the kingdom m Hh ahfence, an4 
embarked for the continent, in order to^vifit Ws 
German dominions. 

The month of January aad the beginpiog cf 
February were diftinguifhfid, the firil by a very 
remarkable Aurora BoreaU5» ^appearing at njghjt to 
the north^eaft, of a deep aftd duflcy red colQur, like 
the refleftion of fome great fire, $or which it wa$ 
by many people miftaken ; and tk& Qorrufcatioj»$v 
unlike thole that are generally obi^rved, djic| not 
meet in the zenith^ but in a podnt lame degrees to 
the Ibuthward. February was ulhcred in by ter- 
rible peals of thunder^ A^es (£ Ji^tning, and 
fuch a tempeft of wind, haU, and raixi, as over^ 
whelmed with fear and confternation .the.inha- 
hitatits ci Briftol, where it chiefly raged 

On the eighth day of the. iaoMs month, betwjeen Afticcjef- 
the hours of twelve and 'One iu. the afcernow^ the, ^^^ ?f 
people-of London were ftilJ mote dreadfully aiar^i- i^n°t^*rth. 
ed by the &opk of an earthquake, whijch Ihaok quakes in 
all the bpufes with fuch violeioqe, that ^ fufni- ^"^^• 
turc rocked on the floors, the.pewjjeramd porce- 
•am rattkd on the jjiflyeso the chamber- beU$ r.uQg, 

and 
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An. i75d. and the whole of this commotion was attended 
with a clap or noiifc refembling that produced by 
the fall of a - heavy bureau. The (hock extended 
through the cities of London and Weftminfter, 
and was felt on both fides of the river Thames, 
frdm Greenwich to the weftward of London j but 
not perceptible at any confiderable diftance. 

On the very fame day of the next month, be- 
tween five and fix o'clock in the morning, the in- 
habitants of the tnetropolis were again affrighted 
by a fecond fliock, more violent than the firft, and 
abundantly more alarming, as it waked the greater 
part of the people from their rcpofe. It was pre- 
ceded by a fucceflion of thick low flalhes of light- 
ning, and a rumbling noife, like that of a heavy 
carriage, rolling over a hoUow pavement. The 
fhock itfclf confifted of repeated vibrations, which 
lafted fome feconds, and violently fliook every 
houfe from top to bottom. Again the chairs 
rocked, the (helves clattered, the fmall bells rung, 
and in fome places public clocks were heard to 
ftrike. Many perfons, rbufed by this terrible vi- 
fitation, ftar ted naked from their beds, and ran to 
their doors and windows in diftraftion : yet no life 
was loft, and no houfe overthrown by this concjuf- 
fion, though it was fo dreadful as to threaten an 
immediate diflblution of the globe. The circum- 
ftance, however, did not fail to make a deep im- 
preffion upon ignorant, weak, and fuperftitious 
minds, which were the more affefted by the confi* 
deration that the two fhocks were periodical j that 
^ the fecond, which happened exaAly one month af- 
ter the firft, had been the more violent ; and that 
the next, increafing in proportion, might be at- 
tended 
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tended with the moft difmal confequences. This M- 175«- 
general notion was confirmed, and indeed propa- 
gated among afl ranks of people, by the admoni- 
tions of a fanatic foldier^ who publicly preached 
up repentance, and boldly propheGed that die next 
(hock would happen on the fame.day of April, and 
totally deftroy the cities of London and Wpftmin- 
fter. Confidering the infeftious nature of fear and 
fuperftitioa, and the emphatic manner in which 
the imagination had been prepared and prepof- 
fefled, it is no wonder that the effufions of this illi- 
terate enthufiaft fhould have contributed in a grea? 
mcafure to augment the general terror. The 
churches were crpwded with penitent finners : the 
fons of riot and profligacy were overawed into fo- 
.briety and decorum. The ftreets no longer re- 
founded with execrations, or the .noife of bruul 
licentioufnefs; and the hand of charity was liberally 
opened. Thofe whom fortune had enabled to re- 
tire from the devoted city, fled to the country with 
hurry and precipitation, infomuch that the high- 
ways were encumbered with horfes and carriages. 
* Many who had, in the beginning, combated thefe . 
groundlefs fears with the weapons of reafon and 
ridicule, began infenfibly to imbibe the contagion, 
and felt their hearts fail, in proportion as th^ hour 
of probation approached: even fcicnce and philo- 
fophy were not proof againfl the unaccountable 
eflfefts of this communication. In after-ages it will 
-hardly be believed, that on the evening of the 
eighth day of April the open fields, that fkirt the 
metropolis, were filled with an incredible num- 
ber of people, aflembled in chairs, in ohaifes, 
and coaches, as. well a§ on foot, who waited Jn the 

'4 moft 
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A4..I750. moft fearful fufpence, until moraing ^nd the re^ 
turn of day difproved the truth of the dreaded pro- 
phecy. Then their fears vanished : they returned 
CO their refpeftive habitations in a tranfport of joy : 
they were foon reconciled to their abandoned vices, 
which they fe^mtd to refume with redoubled af» 

^ feAion, and once more bad defiance to the ven^ 

» 

geance of heaven. 
Pefiilen. By this tkne aU the g^oU in En^and were filled 
tjalfcvcr^ with the rcfufe gf the army and navy, which 
tagion at having been difmif&d at the peace, and either 
Ac fcf. averfe to -labour, or excluded from employment, 
ttToid ^^^ naturally preyed upon, the commonwealth* 
Badly. Great numbers of thpfc wretches, who, by proper 
regulations, might have been rendered ferviceable 
to the comrnuniry, were executed as examples ; 
find the refl periihed miferably amidft the flench 
tnd horrors of noifome dungeons. Even the 
fdfon of Newgate was rendered £> infedtious by 
the uncommon crowds of confined felons, ftewed 
together in dofe apartments, that the very air they 
breathed acquired a peftilenttal degree of putre* 
fadion. It was this putrefied air, ?vhich, adhering 
^o the doaths of the malefaftors brought to trial 
fit the bar of the Old Baily in May, produced 
among the audience a peftilentiaji fever, y^Jiich in* 
fe&cd and piroved fatal to the lord-may^r of Lon^ 
don, one alderman, two q( the judges, div)ers law- 
.yers who attended the feffion, the greatejS: pajrt q£ 
ihe jury, and a confidcrable nyiniber of the fpcda- 
lors. In order to prevent, fudi diftfters for the 
ixiture, the gaols wyre cleanfed, and accommo- 
.dated with ventilators, which exha^uft th© foul and 
fupply a citculation of frefli jaxr', and otlner •, hu- 
mane 


tiVaiie ptetaujtjkjns'were J^n far the benefit of the An.j7504 
ptifoners* . » , • . « 

. The affairs of. the^, continent underwent .^10 re- Poftureof 
rtwkable alterati6p.. An ambaff^oc extraor4inary affairs on 
being fent to Peterlburg from the court of Lon- tincnt"* 
don, dcclanjd to the QzariBa?s minifter, that ijn cafe 
of a^ .ruptiare between Ruflia vajid Swedeg, ccca- Difputci 
fioned by the hoftilities codunitt^ by the fofiper ^*^"* . 
powcp^ his Britanhic majefly .wo^ld confider Rul^a SwedcnT 
as the aggrdfocp and: the Cz^ina could not expedb 
that he wQuidfupply her with the fuccours which 
he was jengagcd.by treaty to furniih for her de- 
fence, in cafeihe fhould be attacked. A declara* 
lion of thefame.^nature.was made by the ambafla* 
dof of herririiptrial majefly the queen of Hungary ; 
while the niinifterS of France and Pruffia, whp;wefc 
in .ftri£t allianee with Sweden^ gave her to undcr- 
ftaisdv that riiey. would pijnftiially fulfil their en- 
gigemcnta with the court of Stockholn^, (houki 
Sic aduall)9 invade the Swodilh terrijtOdries.of Fini^i 
l^d. The fpirit wit;h which' the . king oi Pruffia 
exerted hinxfelf, on this occafipn, gave infinite um-^ 
brage to the Czarina, who, indeed, .exprepfed her 
lefentment by treating the minifter of Branden- 
burg, with contemptuous? negle^, and even refufed 
to favour him with an audiefnce, unul he ihould bp 
irefted with the. chara^ejr of ambaflador. , Thus 
were fbwn. the feeds of riiifunderftanding between • 
thofetwo powers, which,: in the fequcl, grew up to 
the moil- bitten animofity, ^d ferved to inflame 
xhofc diflc;nfions which have defolated the faircft 
ptt)vinces;of Qerniany. The remonfl:rance of his 
TPruflian raajefty,. with refpeft to the troubles of 
die North, was couched in fuch terms as gave dif- 
f . J^umb, 2 . F latisfaaioa 
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An- 175a. iarisfaftion to die oouit <£ Petctlbnrg. The Rufc- 

fian minifter retired from Berlin without the cere-^ 

mony of talcing leave, ^nd the Pnifllan ambaflador 

Warendorf was recalled from the court of the^ 

Czarina. 

Plan Ibr The attention of his Britannic majefty was not 

2fS*^. wholly engroflfed by the di^ut^s between Ruffia 

duke Jo. and Sweden. He had another objedt iii view, 

%^^»g which more neatif concerned tlw' inteieft of hit 

mm^^ ' German dbininioifs % $Sid had fee on foot two ne-^ 

gotiarions of the Utmoflr importance to the com^ 

merce and advantage of Great Britidn« His firii: 

and principal ^m was, in conjisnAion with die 

court of Vienna, to tdkt fuch meafuces as would 

fecure the iucceflidn of the imperial dignity to the 

archduke Jofeph, eldeft foti and heir of the reign^ 

ing Emf)eit)r. As the previous ftep to that elevas 

tibti^ it was propofed to eleft this young prince 

king of the Romans ; and ibr this purpofe it was 

nSceiT^ to procure a majority not only of the 

eledtbrs, biit alfb in the diet of the empire, through 

wliich the pFopofal muft have pafied* No ftene 

was left untiirned to reconcile this e3^edien{ to the 

German princes. Subfidics were offered by the 

maritime powers of England and the States Ge* 

heral to the eledtbrs of Mentx and Cologne ; and 

a trdaty of the fame nature was concluded with thf 

elector of Bavaria, who, in cpnfideration of an an* 

nual fubfidy, amounting to &>rty thoufand pounds 

fterfing, two thirds of which to be payed by Bm 

tain, and the reft by the' States General, engaged 

to keep in readinefs a body of fix thoufand inr 

fantry, as auxiliaries to the Maritime Powers, tho* 

not to ad: againft the Emperor or Empire-, and to 

f A. . join 
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join tht-intereft of his Britannic majefly in the diet An. i750« 
as well as in the cledlorai college. 

In order to render the king of Poland, eleftor 
of Skxony, propitious to this defigft, he was ac- 
commodated with the loan of a veiy confidcrable 
iiim, upon the mortgage of certain T^siiliwitks and 
lordftvips belonging to the Saxon dominionSi 

Thus a rnajprity of the ele&ors were fecufed, 
and fuch foundations laid for the fucccfs of this' , 
prcgeft, that it was generally believed it would be 
accompltflied in his Britannic majefly's next vifit to 
liis German dominions. Hopes (it was feid) were 
given to the king of Sweden, that his concurrence 
would be gratified by ereifting the houfe of HcflTe 
Cailel, o£ which he was head, into a tenth eledo* 
rate. Arguments of an intcrefting nature were 
ufed with the king of Pruffia and the ele£bor Pala-* 
tine, that, if poffible, the diet might unanimoufly 
itpprove of this meafure, fo neccffary for ellablifli- 
ing the pe^ce of the ertipirc, and preventing fuch 
troubles as arofe from a disputed fucceflion at the 
death erf" the fixth Charles. . Thefe endeavours. 
However, did not fucceed in their full extent. 

The king of Pruffia, as elector of Brandenburg, Oppoied 
oppofed the election as unneceflary and improper, ^!^ ^^ 
on account of the health and vigour of the reign- VrJbu 
' ing emperor, and the tender years of the archduke. 
This monarch had fet himfelf up as a ballance to 
the power of the houfe of Auftria, which had long 
a^fpired t6 abfolute dominion over its co-eftate^ 
and endeavoured to eilablifh an herediury right of 
fucceflion to the empire : he therefore employed 
alLkis influence to l^ftrate.the meafure propofed, 
either aduated by a fpirit of pure patfiotilhi) or 

F at in- 
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Ap. 1750. infpircd with defigns which he has not yet thoug^ic 
proper to declare. The oppofition was joined . by 
the eleftor Palatine, and countenanced by the 
French king ; who protefted, that, for the fake o£ 
peace, he wovild not oppofe this election, though 
contrary to the Golden Bull, provided it ihould be 
confirmed by the unanimous confent of the elefto- 
^ ral college : but fhould any one member fignify his 
diffent, and he or any ftate of the empire claim the 
protei^ion and affiftance of his moft chriftian ma- 
jefty, he could not difpenfe with granting both, in 
Gonfequence of his being guarantee of the treaty 
of Weftphalia ; an engagement by which he was 
obliged to fuccour thofe princes and Hates of the 
empire who might have rccdurfe to him, in cafe of 
any grievance they fuffered, contrary to what was 
ftipulated in that conftitution. This declaration 
co-operating with the known charader of his Pruf-. 
fian majefty, whofe great army overawed, Hanover 
and Bohemia, in all probability damped that vIt 
gour with which the courts of Vienna and Heren- 
haufen had hitherto profecuted this important ne- 
gotiation. 
D'4p\ne9 The fecond objeft that employed the attention 
with Uie of the Britiih , miniftry, was the eftablifliment of 
aboyj the ^^^^ precife limits of Acadia, or IsTov^ Scotia, where 
limits of the new colony had fuffered great mifchief and in- 
^^ova CO- (^j.rupj.iQj^ fj.Qna the incurfions of the Indians,. ex- 
cited to thefe outrages by the fubjedts ^nd emifla- 
rjes^of France. Comrniffaries were appointed by 
both cirownsto meet at Paris, atnd coppromife 
thefe difputes: but the! conferences were rendered 
abortive by every art of cavilling, chicanery, arid 
prpcrailinauQjn^ whicji the French xonuniflioners 
-..A i. J. op- 
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oppcfed to the juftite Mid perfpicuity of the En^- *Att*i7jo. 
lilli claims. They hot 6nly mifmterpreted treaties^ 
though exprefled with' tiie utmoft precifionj and 
perplexed the conferences ^ith difficulties aiid'mat- 
ter foreign to the fubjeA, but they carried the 
fineffe of- perfidy fo far as to produce* falfe charts 
and maps of the country, in which the rivers and 
boundaries were mifplaced and mifreprefcnted. At 
tfcis time alfo the infincerity of the French court 
appeared in afFefted delays and artful objeftions, 
: with refpedl to the evacuation of the neutral iflands 
in the Weft Indies ; and the- governors of the Bri- 
' tifti plantations, in different parts of North A me- * 
Yica, trarifmitted intelligence, inlporting, "that the 
•French had begun to make encroachments on the 
back of the Englifli colonies. 

Perhaps the precarious footing on which the Treaty 
peace ftobd - between Great Britain and France at with 
this junfture, iand the critical fituation of affairs in ^ ^"' 
Germany, determined the miniftry of England to 
compromife all differences with Spain, uJ>on ftich 
terms as at any other time they would hardly haVe 
embraced. In order to difcufs thofe points between • 
the two nations, which had not been fettled by the 
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, conferences were allot 
begun at Madrid, and carried on by Mr. Keene, 
plenipotentiary of his Britannic majefty, and Don 
Jofeph de Carvajal and Lancaftro, the Spanifti 
king's minifter. At length a treaty was concluded 
on thefe conditions : The king of Spain engaged 
to pay, in three months, to the South-fea company - 
of England one hundred thoufaftd pounds fterling, , 
' as an indemnification for all claims upon his crown,' 
by virtue of the Affiento. In other refpcds, the 
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A^ i7f^* trtde and aavigation of the Engliih to the ports of 

. Spain were regulated by former treaties. It w^' 
Stipulated, That th^y ihpuld pay ho other duties 
thiui thofe that were exa&ed of them in the reign 
of Charles II. of Spaiii : That they fliould be 
pleated on the footing of the moft favoured na- 
tions; and continue to enjoy the privilege of taking 
f^t at the ifland of Tortuga: But there was rto 

' article reftrifting the Spanilh guarda cofta^ from 
fcarching the Britife veffels on the .high feas ; al- 
fhoughy as we have already pbierved, this in^lent 
prerogative, aflumed withoqt right, and exercifed 
without humanity, wa^ in elfed:, the<>ri|^al and 

^ fole caufe of the laft rupture^ which h^ been a^t- 
tended with fuch enormous expence to the nation. 
It mud: be owned^ however, that his catholic mji- 

jpfty was at this period extremely well difpofed to 

live upon good terms with Great Britain. He was 

y . refolvcd to indulge his people with the bleffings pf 

. peace, to propagate a fpirit of induftry throughout 
his dominions, and in particular tpx encourage com- 
inerce, which he forefaw would prove a much more 
certain and inexhauftible fource of wea.lth, power, 
and influence, than lall the treafures he could drain 
from the mines of Mexico and Peru. His refolu- 
tions x>n thi^ interefting fubjeft were chiefly di- 
refte4 by Don Ricardo Wall, who now afted as 
his minifter atl-ondon *, a gentleman who had djf- 
tinguilhed himfelf in the field as well as in the 
cabinet, and poflefTed the joint qualifications of a 
general and a ftatefman. He had, by virtue of a ^ 
paffport, come over privately to England before 
the peace, in order to pave the way for the treaty, 
by a fecret negotiatiw with the Enghfliminifters ; 

but 
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but immedij^tely ^r the peace was proclaimed. An- 1750. 
he appeared in the charafter of atnbaiTador. He' 
was poflelSed of the mcA infinuating addrefs, 
fhrewdy penetrating, and inquifitive. While he 
refided in Lopdon, he fpared no pains in learning 
the nature of thole manu£i£tures, and that com- 
merc^, by which Great Britaiii had been fo re- 
markably aggrandized ; and on his return to Spain, . . 
^here in a little time he wa^ placed at the helm of 
•afiairs, he? tj^nned the knowledge he had thus ac- 
.quired to the advantage of .hi$ country. He not 
-only pron^oted the ufeful arts within the kingdom 
<)f Spain,; iDjLit 4emonftrat:ed the infinite advantage 
that Mrould accrue from ain a^ive trade, which the 
Spaniards h94 for ^any ages negle<fUd % and in a 
fw year^ thisir ihips were f<5cn to fwarm in all the 
: commercial ports of Europe. 

Of other fcreign events, which diftinguifhed this 
fommer, the Inoft remarkable was the death q€ 
J6hn king of Portugal, who perfeftly underftood 
and fteadily purfu^ the true iptereft of his coun- 
try, and m whom many princely qualities werie 
debafed by a cruel fpirit 'erf* bigotry ahd fupcrftl- 
don; He was fucccedcd -by his ^Ideft fon Jofeph, 
who, if he has fallen fhort Of his father in fome, rc- 
ipe£ts, cannot be juftly charged with having inhe- 
rited this paternal weaknefs. 

The king of Great Britain, having returned to ^?^ ^^ 
England, opened the feifion <^ parliament in Ja- J|^J^"" 
nuary with a^ech, importing. That he had con- 
^eluded a treaty with th^ king of Spain, ^nd ami- 
cably adjufted fuch differences as could not be fo 
properly compromifed in a general treaty : That 
the commerce q£ this nation with that country | 

. F 4 was 
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An. 1750. was re-eftabli(hed upon the moft advantageous ihd 
fure foundations •, and that there was the gre;ateft 
rcafon to hope the ahtiertt fridndlhip between Greaf 
Britain and Spain would, from mutual inclination 
as well as intereft, be n6w eflfeftually reftorcd. He 
told them. That, in conjunftion with the Emp^refs- 
queen and the States General, he Had* concluded a 
treaty with the eleftor of Bavaria; Mr\d was em- 
ployed in* taking fuch farther meafuYe^ as ^ight 
beft tend to ftrengthen and fcture thfc tranquillity 
4of the Emjpire, fupport its fyftem, and timely anti^ 
tipate fuch events as had been found byexperiencfe 
to endanger the common caufe, invorlve Europe in 
the calamities of war, and occafion the lofs of^much 
blood and treafure tb thefe kingdoms. He pvo- 
mifed, That both thefe'.trcaticVfhouldbefubjegled 
to their perufal : he gave them to uh<ferftand, Th»t 
he had received froni all the othet coritl-afftng 
V»5>owers in <he definitive treaty of Aix4a-Chaptflb, 
4the moft full and clear declarations of theii* refblti- 
tion, to- preferve the general peace k and that lie 
had taken care to confolidate the ties of union antl 
^ friend(hi|3i5etw:een him and his allies, the better to 
fecure their mutual interefts, maintain- the peabe 
already fubfifting, and prevent the occafion of any 
future rupture* Finally, he recommended unani- 
mity, the improvement of commerce, and .the :ef- 
Jfeftual fuppreflioh of fuch outrages and violences 
as are inconfiftent with good order and' govern- 
ment, and endanger the lives and properties of the 
fubjedt, whofe happing and flourilhing condition 
he had intirely at heart. ' 

Debate on When the motion was made fof anaddrefs of 
thanks, couched in terms that-favoured of th^ moft 

■-- ' im- 
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iin{)lictt cdmplaifahce, ' approbation, aif>d- acquiet Ai. 17^©. 

ccnce inthe meafures which, the crown had taken^ 

the' iafi4 of Eg— t, aridfomfe other '^nri-cowtiers^ 

-^fRptfniidy that fucii an addrcfs would be eqaalljr 

Servile an4 abfurd. - Thef obferved, ThaSt Qoching 

^oiild be more prepofferous than a blind appcoba^ 

ition of m^afuWfi which they did not ki^o^ : Thai. 

Nothing c^old be* niore ridiculous tMtt their con- 

■gr^dfilatioins on the prefent happy '.trahiquillitjr, 

when fllmoft erery day*s^ news-papcis : informed 

4iicm of foirie Britilh fhip's being fei/^ 'bf the 

Spaniards, of fame new'*attackmadeiby the French 

on Aur. infant colony in Nova Scotia;* ^^hii.fdpe3: 

to -the continent of Europe; thcy.afHrftifedii, Thao: 

the tra^quilKtyof Germany wooM iiavie^ Keen upon 

a much- more foHd fouhdaitioh, had EngtondnnetflBr 

interpofed ih the^afFairs of chcEmpire : in tharcafe 

die prinees would of themfelvefr haw Supported 

the conftitution of their own country : • That the 

eleftion of an infant for king of the ft^mans^ was 

ihuch mdfe Jiktly todifturb. than eititbUfli the 

tranquillity of Europe •, becaufe it would help to 

overturn the conftitution of the Empire, by' reii- 

dering the imperial dignity hereditary in one houle, 

inftead o( being the refult of a free ele6l:i6n. They 

took notice, that the cohftitutidn' had- provided 

vicars to govcf n the Empire during the vacancy of 

the imperial throne ; but had made no proviCoh 

of regents, prote&ors, or guardians for a minor , 

cmperoi-, becaufe it never was fuppofed that a 

minor would be chofen. Thiey inveighed againfl: I 

the late treaty with Spain ; in which, they faid, the ^ 

miniftry, for the paultry fum of one hundred thou- 

fend pounds, Jiad given up the claims of the South- i 

. i ' . fca I 
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^i;$Q. iea compmf; anid other Britiih Merchants^ wko 
Jiad fufiered from depredations to the amount of 
one nttUioQ three hundred thouiand pounds ^ and 
bartered away the freedom of our trade aml4Uivi* 
gatiooy by leaving untouched that prerogiitiye 
which the Spaniards have aflTuosed of fearching the 
Bntifh ihips ift. the open Teas, and cooflfi:;adng 
4diem» ifaould they find on boand the kaft p^de 
of what they fall contraband merchandize. They 
produced .an inftance of anEnglUb Shipi lately 
diiven by ftrefs of weather into one of the ports of 
the Spasiifii' Weft Indies, where fhe wa? feafdietd, 
JEcized, and, condemned, under this pre^nce. They 
:Kcapindated the.condud of the French, who, to 
the midi^ of th^ir declarations of peace and mode* 
xatiQnt w^re ftill employed in fortifying thei)r~iecil%- 
nents on the neutral iflands, as well a$ in Mrraff- 
ing and incroachitig upon our phnutions it\ North 
America. They exclaimed agair^ i^ treaty of 
^iubfidywith the eleftor of Bavaria, or any Other 
prince, kk time of peace ; obferving, \im for fone 
f years the nation had payed fuch penfions to the 
Panea and the Heffians 5 but, in the courfc of ^ 
late war, the former abandoned our iiiterefls, said 
the latter adlually took arms againft Qr^ Britain^ 
\ Finally, they affirmed, that the fubfidy was greater 
than the nation could fpare •, for, unlefs the land* 
tax ihould be continued at four fhittings in the 
pound, they could not aSbrd a fliilling to any 
prince in Germany, without encroaching upon the 
finking fund. *' At fuch a jurtdturc (ikid a.<:ertaki 
member) will any gentleman prefusie to propofe 
the continuation of fuch an impofition on the land^ 
holder,, fw the fake of bribing the princes of Ger- 

, ^ many 
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many to do what ?•*'— to prefervc the freedom and. Am i7f^ 
'indepefidency of their nadve country. I Iky, 
princes of Germaay, becaufe this iiibfidy to Bava- 
. na -will fignify nothing, unleis we take half a (bore 
more of them into our pay -^ aad when we ha?e 
thus indulged them £or feven years of peace, they 
jnay.give us the flip, as others have done, wiheti- 
. CYCr another war Iball be declared:" 

Againit thefc objeftions the modon was fop- - 
ported fay MnWifiiam Pitt^ at this time an advQ. 
cate fcathe miniffay. Me oblerved, That the ad- 
drefs was ^o more than the ufual com{ditnent to ^ 
the throne, which did not imply an obligation on 
die paiiiament to approve of meaftires which th^y 
nfught find caufe to ceniure upon further inquiry. 
He faid, the trivial difputes ftiU: fubfifting between 
this nadon and the Spaniards, or French, wotdd 
Jbon be terminated amicably, and could never af- 
fe£fc the gener^ tranquillity of Europe, which was 
to be eftablifhed upon a firhi aUiance .between his 
4n^eity and fuch axonfederacyuponthe continent, ^ 
4LS JWOu|d be an over- match for the- boufe of Bour- 
bon. He expatiated upon his majeft/s wifdom in 
: taking off from the French intereft fUch a power- 
Ad, prince as the ele&or of Bavaria, and concert* 
ing other falutary meafures for prefeiving the bal- 
lance of power on the continent. He defended the 
articles of the late treaty with Spain ; obferving, 
that what remained of the. Aflientoncontrad: was a 
matter of very little confcqucnce to the South-fca 
con[4>any ; that the demands of this company, and 
other Britiih merchants, were all cancelled by the 
rupture with Spain, ami more than recompenled 
to the nation by a great baUance of captures during 

the 
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^u; 1750. the war, as Well as by the great traffick csfrried On 
, with the Spanilh fettlcments in the Weft Indies, 
afer it had been laid optn by the detnolition of 
their: fortreflfes. He aflerted, that by this treaty 
the court of Spain had piade many'impoitant'ooii- 
celTions: they had condeicended to |uy.^ great 
.fum to the Southrfea company: ' thsy^liad coa- 
fented to the rie-eftablifhrnrnt of the Britiih trade 
• in Spain, .upon a very advantageous and folid foot- 
^ng» by agreeing^ that the (ubjeifiis of Great Britain 
ibould pay no. other. duties oa merchandize than 
thofe exaded of bis catholic majefty's own fub- 
.|e6ts» and to abolifli all innovations that had been 
•intiroduced into the commerce; Heaffirihed, that 
' the article of No Search was* a ftipulation» which it 

would have been ridiculous to infift lapon ; and 
thought proper tp obviate a reproach which he 
ferefaw' the x)ppofition would, throw upon him, 
from the circpmftance of his .having, uppn aformer 
cccafion, heartily concurred in a motion for an ad- 
,drefs, TJiat no treaty of peace. with Spain fhould 
be Emitted, unlefs fuch a (lipulation fhould :be 
. firft obtained as a preliminary. He ownc5i he- had 
- ftrenuoufly contended for fuch'a motiori, i>?ciufe 
at that time, being very young and fanguinc,! he 
thought it right and reafonable : but he was now 
ten years oJdery had confidered matters more coolly, 
and was convinced that the privilege of No Search, 
with relpeft to Britifh vefTels failing near the Ame- 
rican Ihore; would never be .obtained, unfefs Spain 
Ihoyld be broiight fo low. as to acquiefce in any 
terms we- as viftors might propofe. He likewife 
fignified his conviftipn, that all addreffes from the 
Jhoufe of commons, during the courie of a war, for 
w 2 pre- 
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{tfcfcribing. terms of. peace, were in thenifelvcs ridi- . Aii..iy5*^. 
culous; and that every fuch addrefs was an ea- 
croachment on the king's prerogative, which had 
always been attended with unliicky confcquences. 

How far thcfe arguments are fatisfaftory, con- 
dufive, and confiftent, wc Ihall leave to the reader's 
determination. Certain it is, they were adoptedi^ 
by the . majority^ and the addrefs was prcfentcd 
without further oppofitiori. 

The two grand committers which are apjpotnted Supplies 
todifcufs the fupplies for the enfuing year, and the %^^^^ 
funds upon which they are to be ¥aifcd, proceeded tnfuing 
as ufual under the diredtion of the min^ftry.; yet y^^' 
not without foine Vehement oppofition, in which 
certain fervants of the crown . exprefled the moft 
hearty concurrence. When a motion was made for 
reducing the number of feamen to eight thoufand, 
Mr. W. Pitt, Mr. Lyttlcton, and Mr. G. Green- 
ville, oppofed it with all their might of argument 
and elocution ; but they were over-ruled. An- 
nual debates were alfo revived, with the lame 
fuccefs^ upon the number of the troops confti- • 
tuting the ftanding army •, but the other refolu- 
tions of the grand committees met with litde or 
no oppofition. 

. The number of feamen for the enfuing year was 
limited to. eight thoufand ; and that of the {land- 
ing forcbs continued at eighteen thoufand eight 
hundred and fifty-feven eiFeftive men, including 
one thoufand eight hundred and fifteen invalids. 
. : The commons granted a confiderable fum of 
money for paying off the principal of fuch redeem- 
able ftocks as had not been fubfcribed, in pur- 
iuaace of two a^ts pafled in the laft feflion for re^ 

ducina 
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Ab. 1750* ducing the intereft of annuities. Thirty thoufand 
pounds were given for fulfilling the king's engage* > 
JDent ynih the eledbr of Bavaria : large grants ' 
iR^ere made for fupplying deficiencies, and re^-. 
placing fums borrowed from the finking ftind. 

The expence incurred by the new colony in N6^« 
va Scotia; not provided for by parliament, txr 
ceeded £fty- feven thoufand pounds ; ind the main- 
tenance of it for the enfuing year waa fixed at fifty-. 
three thoufand nine hundred and tweqty-feven 
pounds fourteen fhillings and four pence. An 
enormous charge ! if we confider to how little pur- 
pofe all this bounty hath been beftowed« 

A fund was eitablifhed, under the fanftion of 
parliament, for the relief and maintenance of the 
widows of fea-officers, by allowing, upon the books 
of every Ihip of war in fea-pay, the wages and vic-^ 
tuab of one man for every hundred of which the 
cdmplement fhould confifl, fiar fuch time only as 
the number of men employed in the fervicc of the 
royal navy fhould not exceed twenty thoufand. 
This was an additional indulgence, over and above 
the allowance of one man granted by a former a^ 
of parliament. 

On the whole, the provifions of this year ^* 
mounted to five millions one hundred twenty -five 
thoufafid twenty-three pounds eleven fhillings 
and feven pence, to be raifed by the ufud duties : 
the fum of one million twenty- fix thoufand four 
hundred feventy-fix pounds fourfhilfings and .fix 
pence, advanced by die company of the bank of 
England, to pay off their own unfubfcribed annuls 
ties, for which they accepted exchcquer-^bills at 
three pounds per centum interejQ: \ by the land^t9X 
/ at 
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at diree fhflUi^ in the pound ; a lottcfy and an- Aa^ f7S<v. 
nuities^ at the rate of thcee per centunxper anaum^. r 

to be charged on the finking fluids redeemabk bjr - 
partiament. 

The anquiji mes^ure^ called the mutiny- bill^ 
was liot pafled with<M]t difpute and. altercation : ^ 

fome alfierations were propofed, but npt adopted >^ 
and the fentences of QQurt-n¥U:tiak ftiU fubjeded tQ 
one revifion. 

In the midit of theje deliberations the kingdom Deathmd 
WM alarmed with an ^vent which overwhclmecj the , ^^^^ 
pec^le with grief and , confternation. His loyal prince of ^ 
hig^efs the prince of Wales^ in con^quence of a , ^'^^ 
cold caught in. his garden af Kew, wk3 ^zed with 
a pleuretic difordm* } and» after a fhort iUhefs, ex- 
pired oh the .twentieth day of March) to the un-», 
Ipeakable affliction of his royal cpnfort, and the un- 
feigned forrow of all who wi{hed well to their coun- 
try. This >exciejlent prince, who now died in the^ 
fivrty-fifth year of his age, was pollefled of every, 
amiable qiulity which could engage the affeftipa 
of the pec^Ie: a tender and obliging hu(band» a 
fond parent, a kind mailer, liberal, generous, can- 
did, and humane ; a munificent patron of the arts, 
an unwearied friend to merit ; well difpofed to ^. 
fert the rights of mankind in general, and warmfy. 
attached to the interefi: of Great Britain. The na* 
tion could not but be afflided at feeing a prince 
of fuch expe^tions rayUhed from tlieir hopes \ 
and their grief was the better founded, as the king 
had already attamed to an advanced' age, and the 
heir*apparent George, now prince of Wales, was 
a minor. : . ' 

« - . 
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An. i7s»/ His majefty, forefeeing . all the ipcbhvenicncrt 
Settle- which might arife from a minority, deliberated 
ment of a ^^^j^ j^j ^ cx)uncil OH this fiahgeft, aftd refolved to ob- 
in cafe of tain a parliamentary fanftion for the mcafures 
a jninor judged neceffary to fecure the fuccefllon. With 
vcrcign. ^1^.^ ^j^^ j^^ jP^^^ ^ mcffage to both houfes on the 

twenty. fixth day of April, importing. That nothing 
douki tronduce fo much to the prefervation of the 
proteftant fucceffion in his royal family, as proper 
p-ovifions for th« tuition of the perfon of his fuc- 
. ceflbr, and for the regular adminiftration cf the 
government, in cafe the fucceflbr ftiould be of ten- 
der years : his majefty therefore earneftly recona^ 
mended this weighty affair to the deliberation of 
parliament •, and propofcd, that when the imperial 
crown of thefe tealms (hould defcend to any of the 
late prince's fohs, being under the age of cighteea 
years, his mother, the princcfs dowager of Walps, 
fliould be guardian of his perfon, and regent of 
thefe kingdoms, until he fhould attain the age of 
majority, with fuch powers and limitations as 
ftiould appear neceffary and expedient for thefe 
purpofes. This mcffage produced a very aflTec^^ 
tionatc addrcfs, promifing to take the affair, into 
their ferious conftderation \ and in the beginning 
of May the duke of Newcaftle prefented to the 
houfe of peers a bill to provide for the adminiftra** 
tion of government, in cafe the crown fhould 
defcend to a minor. The bill was read a fccond. 
time, and committed, when a fecorid meffage ar- 
rived from his majefly, recommehding to their 
confideratibn the fetdement of fuch a couftcil of 
regency as the bill propofed, confifting of his-roy^ 
higjhnefs the duke of Cumberland, who at that 

time 
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time commanded the army, the archbifhop of Cart- An. 1751. 
terbuty, the lord chancellor, the lord high trea-^ . 
furer, or firft lord commiffioner of the treafury, 
the prefident of the council, the lord privy-feal, 
the lord high admiral of Great Britain^ or firft com-^ 
miffioner of the admiralty, the two principal fecrc- 
taries of ftate, and the lord : chief jxiftice of the 
King's Bench, all thefe great officers (except l^is 
royal highnciTs the duke) for th$ timic bring. 

This bill did not pafs through the lower houle 
withput violent debs^te and bitter farcafmi._ I'he 
council of regency, though cfpoufed by all the ' 
miniftry* including the * paymafter-general, mpt 
with fierce oppofition, as an.unneceffary and fetal tfi- 
ftriftion that would impede the. machine of govern- 
ment, and, as the council was conftituted, might 
be produftive of the moft^ pernicious confequences. 
Some of the rnejrnbers vehtured even to infinuate 
thp danger of leaving at the head of a large ftand- 
ing army a prince of the blood, yefted with a fhare 
of the regency, ppjrefled, of great perfonal in- ' • 
fluence, the darling of the foldiery, brave, popular, 
and enterprifing ; fuppofed not wholly devoid;, o]f 
ambition, and not at all reniarkable for any iymp- 
toms of extraordinary afFedion towards tlje perfon 
of tjbe heir- apparent. The hiftory of England was 
ranfacked for invidious inftances of royal uncles 
and regents, who had injured the fovereigns, and 
diftrefled the government, by their pride, crueltjr, 
and ambition. The charafters of John Lackland, 
and John of Ghent, Humphrey and Richard dukes 
of Gloucefter, were called in review, canvafled, 
compared, and quoted with fome odious applica- 
tions : but . the majority, being convinced of the 
.'Numb. III. G ' . loyal- 
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An. 17J1. loyalty, virtue, integrity, and great abilities erf his 
royal highnefs, to whom the lution owed obliga- 
tions of the moft important nature, pailed the bill 
with a few amendments, in which the lords ac- 
quiefced ; and in a little time it recdved the royal 
fandion. 

General The death of his royal highnefs the prince of 

^l£' • ^^^s w^ ^*^^ ^^ ^ ^^" "^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ brought 
bill. into the houfe of commons, for naturalizing all fo- 

reign proteftants who fliould fettle within the domi- 

' nions of Great Britain. Political arithmeticians 
have generally taken it for granted, that, to every 
commercial nation, an increafe of people is an ita- 
creafe of opulence; and this maxim is certainly 
true, on. the fuppofition that every individual is in- 
duftrious, and that there is a fufficient field for Em- 
ployment ; but all thefe general maxims ought to 

' be adopted under certain qualifications. When, all 
branches of mafiufadture are overftocked, an ad- 
dition of workmen wiU doubtlefs be an additional 
incumbrance on the community* In the debate, 
which this bill produced, the members of the mi- 
nifhy wwe divided among themfelves. The mea- 
fure was eipoufcd by the chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, Mr. W. Pitt, and Mr. Lyttleton ; and in op- 
pofing it the earl of Egmont was joined by Mr. 
Fox, fecretary at war. 

Petitions and counter petitions were prefentcd 
by the merchants 6f London, BriftoU and other 
trading towns of the kingdom. All merchants 
and traders of foreign extraftion exerted them- 
felves vigoroufly in its behalf, and it was withotit 
doubt countenanced by the adminiftration v hut 

' the project was odious to the people in general. 

. The 
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The lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons of Lon- An. 175 1. 
'don, in common council aflembled, compofed a 
rcmonftrance to the lower houfe, fetting forth the 
danger and inutility of a general naturah'zation of, 
foreign proteftants. A petition of the merchants 
and principal inhabitants of Briftol, reprefented, 
that fech a law would be prejudicial to the trade 
and commerce of this kingdom, by preventing 
many induftrious artificers from procuring a fuffi- 
cient fupport for themfelves and their families, and 
of confequence increafing the rates of the poor : 
that the introduftion of fuch a number of fo- 
reigners, inftead of bein§ a fiipport to the prefent 
happy cftablifhment, might endanger the very 
bafis of our conftitution : that it would greatly tend 
to the diminution of our manufaftures, as many 
itrangers wobld doubdefs come and refide in Eng- 
land for a time, in order to leam the methods and 
nianagcment of our manufacturers and artificers ; 
and, after having obtained this inftruftipn, return 
CO their native countries, where they would eftablifh 
and carry on works of the fame nature. 

The twentieth day of March being appointed 
for the third reading e£ the bill, it was poflponed, 
m conicquence of the unfortunate death of the 
prince of Wales ; and other petitions from different 
cities of the kingdom being muftered againft it iii 
the fequel, the miniftry did not think proper to 
perfift in an unpopular meafure at fuch a delicate 
conjun6lurej fo the bill was no more brought upon 
the carpet.' 

Divers other regulations, relating to civil policy 
as well as to the gommerce of Great Britain, were 
propounded in the houfe of commons j but theie 
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Ab. 17 J I. propofals proved abortive, either becaufe diey ap- 
peared crude and indigefted in themfel ves, or the 
. houfe could not obtain proper information touch* 
ing the allegations they contained. 

Other tranfaftions in this feflion there were none, 
except the concurrence of both houfcs in ftigma- 
tizing a printed paper, intituled, " Conftitutional 
Queries, earneftly recommended to the fcrioiis con- 
fideration of every true Briton ;" and the fteps 
taken by the cpmmons, in confequence of the com- 
motions occafioned by the Weftminfter eledioti. 
The abovementioned paper, which had been con- 
veyed by letter to the majority of both houfes, was 
in the month of January communicated to the lords 
by the duke of Marlborough, who moved for re- 
folutions againft it as a feditious libel, and that the 
concurrence of the commons might be»defipcd. A 
conference accordingly enfued, and both houfes 
concurred in voting the paper a falfe, malicious, 
icandalous, infamous, and feditious libel, contain- 
ing the moil falfe, audacious, and abominable ca- 
lumnies ^nd indignities upon his majefty, and the 
nioft . prefumptuous and wicked infinuations that 
our laws, liberties, and properties, and the excel- 
lent conftitution of this kingdom, were in danger 
under his majefty's legal, mild, and gracious go- 
vernment, with intent to inftil groundlefs fulpi- 
cions and jealoufies into the minds of his mjyefty's 
good fubjefts, and to alienate their afFeftions from 
his majefty and his royal family. It was therefore 
reiblved, by the lords fpiritual and temporal, and 
commons in parliament affembled, Th^.t, in ajb- 
horrence and deteftaiion of fuch abominable and 

r 

feditious pradices, the paper fhould be burnt by 

" the 
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the hands of the common hangman in the new ^ An. 1751. 
Palace^yard of Weftminftcr-, and this fentencewas 
executed accordingly. Then they prefented an 
addrefs to his majefty, defiring that the moft ef- 
feftual means might be taken for difcovering the 
author, printer, or publiflier, that he or they might 
be brought to condign punifhment. Diredtions 
were given for this purpofe ; but without efFeft. 
Thofe concerned in writing, printing, and circu- 
lating the paper, had aded with fuch caution, that 
not one of them was ever difcovered. 

The proceedings of the commons, with refpeft Proceed- 
to the election of a burgefs-for Weftminfter, were JJ^f^^i^. 
attended with fome extraordinary- circumftances, tion of a 
which we fhall now record, for the edification of ^^^^^^ 
thofe who pique themfelyes^ on the privileges of a ftcn 
Britilh fubjeft. We have already obferved,, that 
a majority appearing on the poll for lord Trent- 
ham, the adherents of the other candidate. Sir 
George Vandcput, demanded a fcrutiny, which 
was granted by the high bailifi^ of Weftminfter, 
the returning officer. During this tedious invefti- 
gatiqn, which rolled chiefly on the qualification of 
voters, he aded with fuch addrefs and feeming 
candour as gave intire fatisfadion to both parties, 
until at length he determined in favour of his lord- 
fliip, whom he returned as duly ckded. Thofe 
who ftiled themfelves the independent; eleftors, did 
not acquiefce in this determination without cla- 
mour, reproach, menaces, and riot. They taxed 
Mr. Leigh the high bailiff with partiality and in- 
juftice : they loudly affirmed, that minifterial in- 
fluence had been ufed in the moft fcandalous man- 
ncr J and, finally, joined Sir George Vandeput in a 

G 3 pcti- : 
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An. 1751 • petition to the lower houfe, complaining of i^ 
undue eleftion and return of a mcnriber for the 
city of Weftminfter. The commons, inftead g£ 

> inquiring into the merits of thefe petitions, ordered 

them to he upon the table ; andj^ without any com- 
plaint from any perfon whatever, a motion wa^ 
made, that Leigh the high bailiff (hould attend the' 
houfe immediately, in order to make them ac- 
quainted with what he had done in purfuancc tQ 
the direftions he had formerly received from that 
houfe, touching the execution of thp writ for cled- 
ing a new member to reprefent the city of Weft: 
minfter. As this motion had been preconcerted, 
Leigh was attending in the lobby, and imme- 
diately called into the houfe to be exarpined en this 
fubjeft. Having, in the courfe of his examina- 
tion, alledged, that the eledion had been pro- 
trafted by afFeded delays, he was afked by whom, 
and by what means -, but, before he could anfwcr, 
?he earl of Egmont, interpo'fing, objeftcd to the 
queftion as improper, and moved for the order of 
the day. A debate immediately enfued, in which 

' the impropriety of the queftion was demonftratcd 

by Mr. Henley, now lord - keeper. Dr. Lee, and feme 
^ pthers, the moft fenfible and moderate members of 
the houfe : but th^y were oppofcd with great vio- 
lence by the lord vifcount Coke, Henry Fox, Efq; Sir 
William Yonge, colonel Lyttleton, and the weight 
of the miniftry ; fo that the motion for the order of 
the day was carried i^ the negative, and the high 
bailiff required to anfwer the queftion. Thus inter- 
rogated, he declared, that Kehad been impeded in thc^ 
icrutiny, and mal-treated, by Mr. Crowle, who had 
^ded as counfcl for Sir George Vandeput, by the 

honour- 
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honourable Alexander Murray, brother to lord Eli- An. 1751. 
bank, and one Gibfon, an upholfterer, who had 
been very adtive, zealous, and turbulent in his en.- 
deavours to promote the intercft of Sir George 
Vandeput, or rather to thwart the pretenfions of 
the other candidate, who was luppofed to be coun- 
tenanced by th^ miniftry, Thefe three perfons, 
thus accufed, were brought to the bar of the houfe, 
notwithftanding the ftrepuous remonftrances of fe- 
veral members, who oppofed this method of pro- 
-ceeding as a fpecies of oppreffion equally arbitrary 
and abfurd. They obferved, that, as no complaint 
had been preferred, they had no right to take cog- 
nizance of the aflFair : that if any undue influence 
had been ufed, it would naturally appear when the 
merits of th^ eledtion Ihould fall under their in- . 
quiry : that a complaint having been lodged al* 
ready againft the returning officer, it was their duty 
to inveftigate his conduft, and puhifti him, if he . 
fhould be found delinquent; but thgt nothing 
could be more flagrantly unjufl:, and apparently 
partial, than their neglefting the petitions of the 
other candidate and eledors, and encouraging the 
/ high bailifl^, who flood charged with iniquity, to 
recriminate upon his accufers, that they might be ^ 
dilabled from giving evidence on the inquiry into 
the merits of the eleSion. What difference is it to 
the fubjeft, whether he is opprcflTed by an arbitrary 
prince, or by the defpotic infolence of a minifl:erial 
, liiajority? , / . 

Mr. Crowle alledged, in his own vindication, 
;hat he had been employed as a counfel by the 
debtors of Weflminfter, and attended the fcrutiny 
i|> diat charader J that after the high bailiff had, _ 
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An^ij^u li^ the courfc of the laft feiCon, rrteived the order 
* of the houfe to expedite the eleftion, he hurried on 
'the fcrutiny with fuch precipitation as, he appre- 
hended, was unjuft and prejudicial to his clients ; that, 
in this apprehenfion, he (Mr. Crowje) infifted upon 
the high bailifPs proceeding with more deliberation, 
and in fo doing he thought he did his duty to hi^ 
employers. Some evidences being examined againft 
him, declared he had not only protraftcd the fcru- 
tiny, but alfo fpoken difrefpeftful words of the 
honourable houfe of commons : he was therefore 
reprimanded on his knees by the fpeaker, and dif- 
charged. 
Mr,Mur. Mr. Murray being charged with having uttered 
'rifoner ^^^^ threatening and affrontiv^ expreflions, the 
to New- houfe adjourned the confideration of this affair for 
gate., foixie days, at the expiration of which Mr. Murray 
was to be heard by his Counfel : but, in the mean 
time, they ordered him to be taken into cuftody by 
the ferjeant at arms attending the houfe. This 
ftep, however, was not taken without a warm op- 
pofition by fome of the moft fedate and intelligent 
members of the houfe, who confidered it as a cruel 
aft of oppreffion. They obferved, that in cafes of 
breach of privilege, no perfon complained of was 
ever taken into cuftody, until after he had beea 
fully beard in his defence : that this was literally 
prejudging the caufe before it had been examined ; 
and the oppreffion was the greater as the alledged 
offence confifted intirely of words, of which no 
_ - . complaint or information had been made for above 
eight months after the fuppoff d offence had been 
Committed; and, even then, not till an accufation 
had been lodged againft the informant, upon the 
. ^ trial 
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trial of which accufation the pcrfons informed An. 1751. 
againft might very probably be the moft material 
witnefles. They obfcrvcd, that in one of the high- 
eft offences which can be committed by words, 
namely, that of denying the king*s right to the 
crown, or denouncing the Trinity, the information 
muft 'be brought in three or four days after the 
words are fpoken ; the words muft be proved to 
have been fpoken malicioufly, direftly, and ad- 
vifedly, and the profecution moft commence in 
three months after the information. Thefc fug- 
geftions made no more impreffion than if they had 
been uttered in the defert. Thofe who were fe- 
cure in their number aflerted, that the houfe of 
commons was not reftrifted by the forms of pro- 
ceeding at common law -, and that it was neceflary 
to vindicate their own honour and dignity, by 
making examples of thofe who feemed to hold 
them in contempt. Mr. Murray was committed 
to the cuftody of the ferjcant at arms,' and found 
bail; andGtbfon was fent prifoner to Newgate, 
from whence he was in a few days releafed^ upon 
prefenting an humble petition, profcffing his for- 
row for having incurred the difpleafure of the 
houfe -, to the bar of which he was brought, and 
received a reprimand on his knees from the 
ipeaker. 

In the mean time, divers witnefles being exa- 
mined before the houfe, declared. That Mr. Mur- 
ray had been feen, about the time of the return of 
a member for Weftminfter, heading and exciting 
a tumult to afts of violence againft the high bai- 
liff". The majority, therefore, after a long and 
W^rm debate, agreed, That for his dangerous and 
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An. 1751, feditious praftices, in violation and contempt of 
the privileges of the houfe, and of the freedom of 
elections, he fhould be committed clofe priibner 
to Newgate. Then, in the clofc of another vio- 
lent debate, they refolved. That he fhould - be 
brought to the bar of the houfc, to receive that fen- 
tcnce On his knees. He accordingly appeared, 
and being diredted by the fpeaker to kneel, refuiecl 
to comply. He knew that he could not be dif- 
charged from Newgate during the feiTion, without 
petitioning, acknowledging his offence, and m^ing 
fuch conceffions as he thought would imply a con- 
fcioufnefs of guilt : he confidered this whole tranf- 
adkion as an oppreflive exertion of arbitrary power, 
and, being apprized of the extent of their autho- 
rity, determined to bear the brunt of their indigna- 
tion, rather than make fubmiflions which he 
deemed beneath the dignity of his charader. 
When he refufcd to humble himfelf, the whole 
houfe was in commotion : he was no fooner, re- 
moved from the bar than they refolved. That his 
having, in a mod infolent and audacious manner, 
rcfufed to be on his knees at the bar of that houfc, 
in confequence of their former refolution, was an 
high and moft dangerous contempt of the autho- 
rity and privilege of the commons : it was therefore 
ordered, that he ftiould be committed clofe pri^ 
foner to Newgate, debarred the ufe of pen, ink, 
and paper •, and that no perfon (hould have accefs 
to him, without the leave of the houfe. Finally, 
a committee was appointed to confider.what me- 
thods might be proper to be taken by them, ix^* 
relation to this inftance of contempt 
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Miean while, the petitioners againft the return An. 1751, 
made by the high bailiff, perceiving the temper of 
- the houfe, ^nd the complexion qf the majority, 
y^ithdrew their petition ; and the order, which had 
pafled for hearing the merits of thf eleftion, was 
^iifcharged. 

Mr. Murray being taken dangefoufly ill in New-' 
gate, application was made to the commons, by 
ibme of his relations, th^t he might be removed to a 
more convenient fituatidn ; and his phyfician, being 
examined, gave it as his opinion, that he was in- 
fected with the gaol diftemper. Upon this repre- 
fentation the houfe agreed, th^t the fpea^er fhould • 
iffue a warr;^nt for removing him from Newgate to 
the cuftody of the ferjcant at arms j but this favour 
he refAifed to accept, and expreffed the w^rmcft 
refentment againft thofe relations who had applied 

to the commons in his behalf Thus he remained 

... . I 

fequefteredi evpn from his own brother and fifter, 
under the difpleafure of the commons of England, 
who condefcf^nded fo far as to make refolutions 
touching the phyfician, apothecary, and mirlc who* 
attended this prifoner. But the prorogation of 
parliament having put an end to their authority for 
that feffion, Mr. Murray was difcharged of courfc, 
and conduftcd by the fheriffs from Newgate to his 
pwn houfe ip, proceffion, with flags and ftreamcrs 
t^xhibiting the emblems of liberty. 

In the month of June the feflion was clofed with 
^ fpeech froni the throne, in -which his maj(;fty 
thanked both houfes for the zeal and afFeftion they 
had manifeftcd towards him and his government; 
and congratulated the commons in particular, upon 
their firmnefs and prudence in reducing the in- 

tcreft 
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over all 
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An. 1751. tcreft of the national debt, a meafure as agreeable 
to him as ^ffential to the ftrength and welfare of 
the kingdom *. 

The interior occonomy of Great Britain pro- 
duced, within the circle of tnis year, nothing ellc 
worthy of hiftorical regard, except a feries of enor- 
mous crimes, arifing iFrom the profligacy of indivi- 
duals, which reflefted difgrace upon the morals 
and the polity of the nation. Rapine and robbery 
had domineered without intermiffion ever fince the 
return of peace, which was attended with a reduc- 
tion ©f the army and navy ; but now crimes of a 
deeper dye feemed to lift up their heads, in con- 
tempt of law and humanity. An indulgent parent 
was poifoned by his only daughter, on whom, be- 
fides other marks of tendernefs and paternal affec- 
tion, he had beftowed a liberal education, which 
greatly aggravated her guilt and ingratitude. An- 
other young woman was concerned in the afTaflina- 
tion of her own uncle, who had been her cohf^nt . 
bencfaftor and fole guardian. A poor old woman. 


• One of the molt remark- 
able a£ls which palTed in the 
courfe of this fefiion, was that 
for regulating the commence- 
ment of the year,. and correct- 
ing the calendar, according to 
the Gregorian computation, 
which ha4 been adopted by 
all the other nations in Eu- 
rope. By this new law it was 
decreed, that the new year 
ihould begin on the firll day 
of January ; and that eleven 
-intermediate nominal days, be- 
tween the iecond and four- 
teenth days of September, 


1752, (hould for that time be 
omitted, fo that the day fuc- 
ceedine the fecond (hould be 
denominated the fourteenth of 
that month. By this eilabliih- 
ment of the newiUle, the equi- 
noxes and iblftices will happen 
nearly on the fame nominal 
days on which they fell in the 
year 325, at the council of 
Nice ; and the coritefpondence 
between theEnglifti merchants 
and thofe of foreign countries 
will be greatly facilitated, with 
refpeA to die dates of letters 
and accounts. 

having,, 
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having, from the ignorance and fuperfticion of her Aru 175 1. 
neighbours, incurred the fufpicion of forcery and 
witchcraft, was murdered in Hertfordlhire b^y the 
populace, with all the wantonnefs of barbarity. \ 
Rape and murder were perpetrated upon an unfor- 
tunate' woman in the neighbourhood of London^ 
and an innocent man (ufFered death for this com- 
plicated outrage, while the real criminals alBfted 
at his execution, heard him appeal to heaven, for 
his innocence, and, in the chara(5ter of friends, 
embraced him, while he ftood on the brink of eter- 
. nity. Every day almoft produced frefli inftances 
of perjury, forgery, fraud,, and circumyention ; 
and the kingdom exhibited a moil amazing jumble 
of virtue and vice, honour and infamy, compjJfion 
and obduracy, fentiment and brutality. 

The royal family of England had fuft^ined three Death of 
fevere fhocks in the compafs of a few months, ^^^g^"** 
Betides the loft, of the prince of Wales, which the mark, and 
nation lamented as irreparable, his majefty was ®^. ^^ 
deeply afflifted by the untimely death of his young- orange. 
eft daughter, the queen of Denmark, who died at 
Copenhagen on the ninetieenth day of Decjember, 
in theprinieof youth and zenith pf reputation. \ 
She was one of the moft arniable princefles of the 
age in which ftie lived, whether we confider the ^ 

virtues of her heart, or the accomplifhments of her 
pcrfonj generous, mild, and tender-hearted 5 be- 
loved, even almoft to adoration, by her royal con- 
fort, to whom fhe had borne a prince and two 
princefles i and univerfally admired and revered 
by the fubjcfts of his Danjfh majefty. Her death 
had been pre.ceded about two months by that of 
her brother-in-law ;hc prince of Orange, no Icfs 

re- 
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An,j7fi. fegretted by the natives bf the United Provinrts^ 
for his^ candour^ integrity, and hereditaiy love to 
his country. Though he had not diftinguiihed 
; himfelf by the luftre of a fupcriof genius, he had 
be^n at great pains to cultivate his underftanding, 
and ftudy the true intcreft of that community of 
which he wa? a member. He had always approved 
liimielf a good and zealous citizen, and, fince his 
elevation to the ftadtholderfhip, taken many falu- 
tary fteps for the advantage of his country* 
Among other excellent fchemes which he fug- 
gefted; he left a noble plan with the States General 
for reftoring their commerce to its former luftre, 
and lived long enough to receive their warmeft 
acknowledgments for this laft proof of his pru- 
dence and patriotifm. His fon and daughter being 
^ both infants, the adminiftration of the government 
devolved upon the prineefs, as governante, during 
her fon*s minority ; and as fuch Ihe fucceeded to alt 
th« power which her hufband had enjoyed. . 
Mifundct- With refped to the affairs of the continent, the 
^tw'^^ peace of the North feemed ftill as precarious as 
the Cza- ^ver : for though the difference between Ruffia 
'Ir^ic^"^ and Sweden had been compromifed, the mutual 
of Pru^, difguft between the Czarina and king of Pruffia 
had gained fuch acceffion from reciprocal infults^ 
ill offices, and inflammatory declarations^ that thelfe 
two powers feemed to be on the eve of a rupture, 
and each was employed in making extraordinary 
preparations for war. 

The courts of Vienna and Great Britain, fore- 
feeing that fuch a rupture would embroil the Em- 
pire, and raife infurmountable obftruftions to their 
favourite fchemc of elefting the archduke Jofeph 
4 king 
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Jking of the Romans, refolvcd to emplpy all their An, 1:^51. 
influence in order to efFedt a reconciliation between 
the courts of Pcterfburg and Berlin. 

His Pruffian majefty had fignified to the king 
of Great Britain, and the States General, the fitua- 
tion in which he ftood with the Czarina, and foUi- 
cited their interpofition, that the difference might 
be amicably accommodated. At the fame time 
he fent an envoy extraordinary to Verfailles, to ne- 
gotiate with the French king a very confiderablc 
body of auxiliaries, in cafe he Ihould be attacked. 
Thefe circumftances induced the Maritime Powers 
and the court of Vienna to ufe their utmoft endea- 
vours for the prevention^f a rupture -, and accord- 
ingly they made remonftrances on this fubjeft by 
their minifters at Peterfburg, propofing, that 'the 
quarrel Ihould be terminated without bloodfhed, 
and all caufe of animofity be buried in oblivion. 

In the mean time they eagerly profecuted the ?rofecu-» 
dcfign of the elcftion •, and the Imperial minifter ^^^^^ 
at Berlin not only communicated to his Pruflian for dea- 
majefty the fentiments of the king of England on ^"? ^^i"S 
this expedient, but even follicited his Vote for the Romans, 
archduke Jofeph, when the eleftion of a king of 
the ^Romans- fhould be propofed in the eleftoral 
college. To this propofal he replied. That he was 
extremely well difpofed to manifeft his regard for 
their Imperial majefties, and to give the mofl: ge- 
nuine proofs of it, even in the propofed eleAion of 
a king of the Romans, confidering the great .me- 
rit of the prefent candidate, the archduke Jofeph : 
but he l^ft it to the confideration.of their Imperial 
majefties," whether the eleftion would not be a 
little premature, if tranfa^tcd art a tim€ when -his 
- • Im- 
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Ail. 175 1. Imperial majefty was in the flower of his age, enjoy:- 
ing perfcd: health; and when all Europe, particu- 
larly the Empire, was huflied within the bofom of 
tranquillity, fp that no circumftance feemed to prog- 
•nofticate the ncceffity of fuch an eleftion, or of put- 
ting in execution the motives mentioned in the ca- 
pitulation of the reigning emperpr's eledtion ; efpe- 
cially as the examination of thefe motives belo^ngcd 
to the whole Empire, and ought to precede the 
;clc6ti6n, by virtue of the eighth article of the 
.treaty of Weftphalia. He obferved, that in cafe 
.of the emperor's death, Germany would find her- 
self in a very difagreeable fituat^on, under the go- 
.vernmcht of a minor. F^r thefe reafons, he faid, 
he could not h^lp advifing their Imperial majefties 
:to wait until the archduke (hould be of age, when 
, his election might be carried on more conformable 
to. the laws; and cpnftitutions of the Empire, arid 
more fuitable tp the majefty of the whole Germanic 

body. ' . ^ ;•>•';*-. 

This reply, hfe circulated among the eledors, 
and in particular tranfmitted it to the king of Great 
Britain, defiring they would deliberate maturely on 
this fubjed, and confer together in a body as well 
as in private, that they might proceed according 
to the antient cuftom of the eledtoral college, and 
take fuch meafures as fhould be judged expedient 
foi^ the honour and advantage of the community* 

This circular letter was anfwcrcd both, by the 
king of England and the eledor of Bavaria, who 
demonftrated, that it was the priyilfge of the elec- 
toral college only, without any participation of the 
otkcr princes of the Empire, to elefl: a king of the 
Romans during die life of tlic emperor, in order 

to 
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to maintain the peace and prefcrve the liberties of An. 175 1< 
Germany ; and that the negleft of this wife pre- 
caution hath produced bloody wars, and many 
fatal confequences to the Empire. They obferved, 
that nothing could more contribute to the cftablilh- 
ment of the public tranquillity than this meafure, 

. fo ardently defired by the majority of the German 
princes j and that, although the archduke Jofeph 
wanted a few years of beipg of age, and it might 
poflibly happen that. the reigning emperor fhould 
die during that prince's minority, it would be much 
lefs. prejudicial to the Empire to have a minor 
chief, than to fee the fucceiSion altogether un- 
fettled. 

To the fame purpofe his Pruffian majefty re- ' 

ccivcd a declaration from the eleftor of Ment« ; 
and underftanding that this prince, as arch chan- 
cellor of the Empire, intended to convoke an 
eleAoral diet, in order to propofe the clcftion of 
the king of the Romans, he wrote an elaborate 
letter to his eleftoral highnefs, explaining, at more 
length, his reafons for poftponing the eleftion. 

- He quoted that fentence of the treaty of Weftpha- 
lia which exprefly declares, that the eleftion of a 
king of the Romans fhall be difcufled and ordained 
by the common confent of the ftates of the Em- 
pire •, and therefoie he could not conceive what 
right the eleftoral college had to arrogate this pri- 
vilege to themfelves, excluding the other ftates of 
the Empire. He obferved, that the Imperial capi- 
tulations, which were the only laws of the Empire 
that treated of this fubjedt, mentioned only three 
cafes in ^hich it was lawful to proceed to fuch an 
cledion ; namely, the emperor's leaving and long 
Num^b. 3, H ab- 
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An. 1751. abfence from Germany; his advanced age, or an 
indifpofition, rencjjcring him incapable of managing 
the reins of government ; ztid any cafe of emer- 
gency in which die prefervation of the Empire's 
profperity is'interefted. He affirmeiJ, that none of 
thefe motives at prelent -exifl-ed : that, in cafe the 
Imperial crown fliould devolve to a minor, many- 
mifchiefs.and dirorders'muft enfue, as th'e conflitu- 
tions of the Empire have eftablilhed no regula- 
tions nor regency in that event : that an cledion of 
this nature, carried on under the power, influence, 
and authority of the head of the Empire, w-ould 
ftrike at the fundiimental privileges of the princes 
and Hates 5 confequently in time overturn the con- 
ftitution of the Empire, which, from being an 
' cleftive dignity, conferred by the free and inde- 
pendent fuffrages of the eledloral college and ftates 
of Germany,' under certain capitulations cbl'ging 
the prince thus chofen togQvern accordingto law, 
, would become an hereditary fucceflion, per^pe- 
tuated in one/amily> which, of courfe, muft be 
aggrandized to the prejudice of it's co-eftates, and 
the ruin of the Ger^manic liberties. 

In a word, all Germany in ^eneral> and Ratifbon 
in particular, was filled with writings, publifhed on 
both fides : by the Emperor, and his adherents, to 
demonftrate, that the eleftion of a king of the 
Romans, during the life of the emperor, had often 
happened •, and at this prefent time was neceflTary, 
and would be advantageous to the Empire : while 
tlie king of Priiffia, and his friends, laboured to 
* prove, that fuch an eleftion, at the prefent junc- 
ture, would be ill- timed, irregular, and of danger- 
ous confequence. Perhaps, if the truth was known ^ 

this 
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this eaterprifing prince had projcded fome great An.47si« 
fchenfic, with the execution of which this propofed 
eftablilhment would have interfered. Certain it 
is, he exerted himfelf with that fpirit and perfc- 
yerancc which are pexruiiar to his character, to 
frqftrate the intention of the courts of Vienna and 
London, in this particular, and was aflifted with all 
the intrigue of the. French miniftry. Their joint 
. cndeavoufs were fo efrl6tual, that the cledtcr of 
Cologne renounced his fubfidiaiy t eaty with the 
Maritime Power-s, and once more threw himfelf 
into the arms' of France. The eleftor Palatine, 
being foUicited by the Emprefs- queen and his Bri* 
tannic niajefly to co- operate with their views, in- 
lifted, as a preliminary article, upon being indem- 
nified by. the court of Vienna for the ravages com- 
mitted in his territories by the Auftrian troops, 
during the courfe of the laft war : the king of Po- 
land, ele&or of Saxony, made the fanie demand of 
the like indemnification, which was granted^ by the 
mediation of king George •, and then he fubfcribed 
to a fubfidy^treaty, obliging himfeit to furnifli a 
body of fix thoufand auxiliaries, in cafe they (hould 
be required by the Maritime Powers ; and to aft, 
as eleftor, in concert with the houfe qf Auftria, in 
every thing relating to the welfare of his country, 
that fhould fquare with the fundamental laws of 
the Empire, 

The courts of London and Vienna had this . 
eleftion {b much at heart, that they founded almoft 
all the powers of Europe,, to know how they ftood 
afFefted towards the meafure propofed. The king 
of Spain declined intermeddling in a domeftic 
affair of the Empire. The French king returned ^ 

H 2 an 


1 


Ii6 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

An, 1751. an arqbiguous anfwer ; from whence it" was con- 
cluded, that nothing but oppofition could be cx- 
pcfted from that quarter. The Swedifh monarch 
was rendered propitious to the projeft by affu- 
f ances, that the houfe of Heffe Caflel, of which he 
was the head, fhould be elevated into an eleftorate, 
. ' They even endeavoured to foften his Pruffian ma- 
. jefty, by confenting, at laft, that thetreaty of Dref- 
den, confirming to him the pofiefflon of Silefia, 
fliould be guarantied by the dyet of the Empire •, 
a fanftion which he now aftually obtained^ toge- 
ther with the ratification of his Imperial majefly. 
Notwithftanding this indulgence, he ftill perfifted 
in raifing frefli obj'edlions ^to the favourite projeft, 
on pretence of concerting meafures for preventing 
the inconveniences that might refult from a mino- 
rity ; for regulating the capitulations to be agreed 
on with the king of the Romans ; fecuring the 
freedotn of future eleftions, and preferving the 
prerogatives and privileges of the Germanic body 
in all its members. 

In confequence of thefe obftacles, joined to the 
apoftacy of the eleftor of Cologne, the obftinacy of 
the eleftor Palatine, and the approaching dyet of 
Hungary^ at which their Imperial majefties were 
obliged perfonally to prefide, the meafures for the 
/eleftion were fufpended till next fummer, when 
his Britannic majefty was expedled at Hanover, to 
put the finifhing ftroke to this great event in fa- 
vour of the houfe of Auftria. 

Another difappointment, with refpeft 1:0 this 
ek^ion, the promoters of it fuftained in the death 
of his Swedilh majefty, who expired in a good old 
age, and- was fucceeded by Adolphus Frederic^ 

duke 
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duke pf Holftein Eutin, bifliop of Lubeck, upon An. 1751. 
whom the fucceflion had been fettled for fome 
years by the unanimous concurrence cf the ftates 
of the kingdom. This prince afcended the throne 
of Sweden without the leaft difturbance ; and, of 
his own accord, took an oath in full fenate, that he 
would never attempt to introduces dcfpotic au- 
thority; but maintain their liberties with )m blood, 
and govern' his fubjcdks in all refpefts according to , 

the laws and the form of government eftablilhed 
in Sweden. This public aft, which was commu- 
nicated to all the foreign miniftcrs, and pardcu- 
]arly to the envoy from Peterfburg, met with fuch 
a favourable reception froq;i the Czarina, th^t fhe : 

expceiled her fatisfaftion in a public declaration ; 
, an4 the good underftatiding between the two courts 
wa? pcrfeftly reftored. 

^ When the parliament of England was opened,^ Seffion of 

. in the month of November, the king, in his fpeech ^^J^" 

from the. throne, gave them to underftand. That, 

for the fame purpofes which fuggefted the treaty 

with the ^lc<Stor of Bavaria,,, he had now, in con- 

yjtidixo^ with the States General, concluded an- , 

other with the king of Poland, eledor of Saxony. 

He told thex^, Ijhat the unfortunate death of the 

prince of Orange had made no alteration in the 

ftate of affairs in Hollaiid J and that he had received 

. the ftrongcfl: aflurances from th^ States of their 

firm refolution to maintain the intimate union and 

friendfhip happily fubfifting between his majefty 

', and thofe antient and natural allies of his crown. 

Finally^ he exhorted both houfes to confider feri- 

oufly of fome efFeftual provifions to fupprefs thofe 

. audacious crimes of robbery and violence^ grown 

H3 fa 
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An. 1751. fo frequent about the capital, proceeding in a great 

meafure from that profligate fpirit of irreligion, 

idlenefs, gaming, and extravagance, wKich had df 

late extended, itfelf in an uncommon degree, td 

the difhanour of the nation, and the great offence 

and prejudice of the fober and induftriows part of 

the people. The paragraphs of this fpecch w6re, 

as ufual, ecchoed back to the throne in addrefles, 

- 'replete with expreffions of loyahy, afFc6fcion, and 

approbation. Oppofition was by this time altiloft 

cxtinguifhed ; and the proceedings of both houfes 

took place with fuch unanimity a!s was hardly ever 

known, before this period, in a Hritifh pafliatnent. 

Animofi- The commons, however, feem tohave aflembled 

tyofthe with fuch fcntiments as did no great honour to 

commons .^1 • 1 • . _ r^ 1 — 

towards ^hcir tamper and magnanimity: In a few dtys 
Mr. Mur- after the feflion opened, the lord vifcount C— e, a 
"^* young nobleman, whofe charadler intitled him to 

very little regard or influence among men of fenfe 
and probity, made a motion, that Mr. Murray, 
who had been fo ftverely perfecutcd in the laft 
feflion for refufing tO' humble himfelf oh his knees 
tefore them, fliouTd be again committed clofe pri- 
foner to Newgate for the fame ofltncc. 

This propofal, which fuppofed* a- power that the 
commons had never before exercifed, was fliarply 
difputed by the earl of Eg-'^-t,* ted others, who 
had not refigned all fenfe of moderation ; but the 
majority adopt :^d the mz^fmt^hh great eagemefs, 
' and the fpeaker was ordered tb liTue his warrant 
accordingly. Then the houfe refolved, That th« 
faid Alexander Murray fliould receive the fen- 
tence, for his now being committed clofe prifoner 
to his majefty's gaol of Ncwg^e, at the bar of the 

houfe 
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houfe upon his knees 5 and the ferjcant at arni? An. 1751.' 
was commanded to take him into cuRody for thi^ 
purpofe. ' 

Their indignation, however, was eluded by the 
caution of the delinqu.ent, who, having forefeen 
thceffedsof their refentment, had prudently re^- 
tired to another country. They determined, never- 
thelefs, to proceed againft him as a.perfon of fome 
cohfequpncc in the commonwealth ; for, Dcing in- 
form^ of his retreat, they cpndefcendcd fo far as 
to prefcnt an addrefs to hi3 m.ajefty, defiring that 
his royal prpclaipation might be ilTued for appre- 
hending the faid Mr, Murray, proxnifing a revvar^ 
to him . who fhould have the ^ood fortune to ap- 
prehend this fugitive : a requeft ^with which his 
majefty oipfl: gracioufly complied. . 

Nor was this the only addrefs prefented to tli^ Proceeds 
king Mpon fuch an iraportant fubjeft. A pam- ^"gs"P^ 
phlet, intituled, ^' The Cafe oi the Hon. Alexander phlet, in- 
.Murray, Efguire, in an Appeal to the People qf titul^d, 
GrcatrBdtain," was,£rft fti^m^tized in a complaint ^^ ^^.^ ^ 
to t^ie houfe, and afterwards produced and read at Murray, 
the table. The piece was written with great ai^ri- 
-mopy, and abounded with fevere aniaiadverfioas, 
not only upon the condud: of the retvirning oiEcer, 
but alfo oh the proceedings of the commons- 
The vjolc^nt members immediately took fire, and 
the fla:npe extended itfelf to the majority. Kay, 
the houfe un^ninwufly refolved. That the pam- 
phlet was an ipipudent, malicious, fcandalous, and 
^fc(}itious libel, ;falfely and .rrioft injurioufly reflect- 
ing upon and afperfing jthe proceedings of the 
.{loufe^ tending to create mifapprehenfions in tl^e 

minds of the people, to the great dishonour of tJ^e 

H 4 ' . ' ^^^ 
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An. 1751. faid houfc, and in violation of the privileges there- 
of. They furthermore prefehtcd an addrefs to the 
king, dcfiring his majcfty would be gracioufly 
pleafed to give direftions to his attorney-general 
to profccute the Authors or author, the printers or 
printer^ and the publifhers or publifli^r of the faid 
fcandalous libel, in order that they might be brought 
to cdndign punifliment. 

Dire&ions were accordingly given for this pur- 
pofe, and a profecution commenced againft the 
publifhcr, who had fome reafon to be difmayed, 
confidering the great weight of influence he was 
doomed to encounter; influence arifing froni a 
profecution of the crown, inftituted at the requeft 
and founded on a vote of the houfe of commons. 
Neverthelcfs, when the caufe was heard before the 
lord chief juftice of England, ajury of free-born Eng- 
liflimen, citizens of London, aflerted their privilege 
of judging the law as well as the fa6t, and acquitted 
the defendant with a truly admirable fpirit of in- 
dependency. They confidered the pamphlet as 
an appeal againft opprefllon j and, convinced that 
the contents were true, they could not in confcience 
adjudge it a falfe libel, even though it had been 
fo declared by one of the branches of the legifta- 
ture. 
Supplies The commons, in regulating the fupplies of the 
granted, cnfuing year, voted the continuation of eighteen 
thoufand eight hundred and fifty-feven men for the 
land-fervice, though not without fome oppofition 
from certain patriots,, who, rather from a fenfe of 
duty than from any hope of influencing the majo- 
rity, affirmed, that fixteen thouland men, in time 
of peace, would anfwer all the ends propofed by a 

- ftand* 
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ftanding army. The number of feamcn ^as fixed An. 175 1- 
at ten thoufand : large fums were granted to make 
up deficiencies, and fulfil the engagements of the , 

crown with the eledlors of Bavaria and Saxony, as 
well as for the maintenance of Nova Scotia and 
Georgia, and the caftles on the coaft of Guinea-, 
and one hundred and twelve thoufand one hundred 
and fifty-two pounds three fhillings and three pence 
were voted, as a full compenfation to the old royal 
African company for their excluflve charter and 
property, to be applied for the relief of their cre- 
ditors. Thefe expences were defrayed by a conti- 
nuation of the duties on malt, &c. a land-tax, at 
^hree Ihillings in the pound ; a duty on licences, 
to be yearly payed by pawnbrokers and dealers in 
'fecond^hand goods, within the bills of nwrtality ; 
the funi of one million four hundred thoufand 
pounds, advanced by the bank, according to a pro- 
pofal made for that purpofe ; five hundred thou- 
fend pounds to be iffued from the finking fund; 
a duty laid on gum Senegal ; and the continuation 
of divers other occafional impofitions. The grants 
for the year amounted to fomething lefs than four 
millions, and the provifions made for this expence 
exceeded it in the fum of two hundred feventy-one 
thoufand twenty -four pounds ten Ihillings aad fix 
pence half-penny. 

The laws enafted for the encouragement of An. 1752. 
^traffic, and the regulations of civil polity, confifted Civil re- 
•in an a<ft for licenfing pawnbrokers, and for the g»^*^<^- 
more effeftual preventing the receiving of ftolen 
goods: another for preventing thefts and robbe- 
ries, by which places of entertainment, dancing, 
and mufic in London, Weftminfter, and within, 
a twenty 
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An. 1752. twenty miks of the capital, were fuppreiTed and 
prohibited, unlcfs the proprietors of them could 
obtain the fandtion of licences from thejuftices of 
the peace, impowered for that purpofe : a third for 
ftnnexii\g the forfeited eflates in Scotland unalienably 
in the crown, after having made iatisfaftion to th^ 
lawful creditors ; eftabliHiing a method of leafing 
theie.eilaces, and applying the rents and profits of 
chem for the better civilizing <uid improving the 
Highlands,, and preventing future difqrders-in that 
parjt of the united kingdom. Nothing could be 
more falytary than the purpofes of thefe regulations* 
Thefuburbs of the metropolis abounded with aa 
incredible number of public houies, that conti- 
nually refounded with the noife of riot and intcpi- 
perance : they were the haunts of idlenefs, frauds 
and rapine; and the feminaries of drunkennefsj, 
debauchery, extrayagance, and every yice incident 
to human nature : yet the fupprcfllpn of thefe rc^ 
jceptacles of infamy was attended with an inconve- 
,nienee, which, in fome cafes, arofe even to a diegree 
of oppreflTion. The jiiftices being vefted, by thp 
iegiflature, withthe power of granting or rcfuftng 
.licences, were conftituted, in effeft, the arbiters on 
whde decifion the fortunes and livelihood of many- 
individuals abfolutely depended. Many of thofe 
whoexercifed this fpecies of magiftj^acy, within the 
bills of mortality, ,were, to tte reproach of govern* 
imcnt, men of profligate lives, needy, mean,- igno- 
. rant, and rapacious, and often adtcd frpm the moft 
fcandalqus principles of felfifli avarice. 

The flaw relaiing to the Highlands of Scodand 
was well calculated for promoting, among the in- 
habitants of that country, fgch a fpirit of induftry 

as 
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Ss migbt (fctack them from their dftng<etmi>5 con- *»• t75*» 
•neXKMis, tod gradually fuperfedc that fhilitary ge- Law re- 
ftitis ^hkh liad been fo produftive of danger and ^^J^^-^ 
-Narrate the fcmthern pa^ts <rf Great Britain, Th^ feited ^ 
klftg, by tbiis aft, w^ impowered to Appoint com- ^^^ 
miffioners for managing the forfeited eitates : thefc Briubu 
^ere ^enabled to grant le^^s of fmaft farms, 4iot , 
above twenty pounds a year, to indiv^iduak, who 
■ftiduld t^ke the oaths to the govePnmteTfit*, to refidc 
upon artd cukivatetheknds thus let. It wasalfopr<^ 
VJded, Hhat ho leafe fliould be graftfed for a longer 
tertti thfin tWerity-o'ne *years ; and chat the leflees 
<lhotfld not pay above three fourths of the annual 
Value* •' 

A'hhbUgh 'thtfe forfbifed eftrtes were genmlly 
enciaiwb^red with cbkns beyond ^ their #eal vaiue^ 
and the aft direded that they Ihould be difpofed 
■of by p'ubliit &le ; yet, as theyiay in the moft dif- 
aiFefted parts of the Highlands, it was thought ne- 
ceffary that they fliould remain in the pofleffion of 
the crowHj becaufe, in cafe of their being publicly 
ibid, they might be pbrchafed in truftTorthefami-/^ 
lies of the perforis by whom ^hcy were forfeited, 
and thus the fpirit of ^ifaffeftion woidd ftill fur- 
Vive. A valuation, therefore, was m^ide by the 
court of ftflion in Sctotiand, at t'he joint fuit of the 
crown and the creditors ; and^the value being 4f- 
' certaihed, the juft claim.ants were, to that amount, 
paid out of the next aids granted by parliament. 

The bill met -with ccnfiderabte oppofition in the 
houfe of peers from the duke tf "Bedford and the 
earl of Bath, who probably foreiaw that the good 
effedls of this fcheme, fo laudable in Itfelf^ wbuld 
be fruftrated in the execution -, and that the aft, 

in- 
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An. 1752. fiead of anfwering the purpofes for which it was 
intended, would ferve only as a job to gratify the 
rapacious retainers to the government, and their 
cmiflaries in that country. After a warm debate, 
however, it was adopted by a great majority, and 
obtained the royal affent. 
A new A third law related to certain articles of the na- 

tion of " ^ional debt, which were now converted into feveral 
certain joint ftocks of annuities, transferable at the bank 
*^^^' of England, to be charged on the finking fund. 
A great number of different funds for annuities, 
cftabli(hed at different times, and by different ads, 
at this period fubfifled -, fo that it was necefTary to 
keep many different accounts, which could not be 
regulated without confiderable trouble ahd ex- 
, pence, for the removal of which the bill was cal- 
culated. 
Two ports In confequence of petitions from the woollen 
for^ manufafturera of Weftmoreland and Yorkihire, 
importa- two bills were brought in, and paffed through both 
tion of houfes, by which the ports of Lancafter and Great 
wool &c. Yarmouth were opened for the importation of wool 
and woollen yarn from Ireland ; but why this pri- 
. vilege was not extended to all the frequented ports 
of the kingdom it is not eafy to conceive, without 
fuppofing a little national jealoufy on one hand, 
and a great deal of grievous reftraint on the other. 
Over and above thefe new lawsf, fom^ unfuccefs- 
ful endeavours were ufed in behalf of commerce 
and police. A bill was offered for laying further 
reftriftions on pawnbrokers and brokers, that, they 
might no longer fuck the blood of the poor, and 
afl: as the acceffaries of theft and robbery. It was 
canvaiied, debated, and made its way through the 

lower 


G E O R G E II. 125 

low^rhoufej but the lords rejcfted it as a crude An. i75«. 
fcheme, which they could not amend, becaufe it 
was a money-bill, not cognizable by their houfe, 
vinlefs they (hould determine to engage in adifpute 
with the commons. 

Another bill was prepared for giving power to 
change the punifhment of felony, in certain cafes, 
to confinement and hard labour in dock-yards or 
gaitifons. There cannot be a greater folecifm in 
law, nor a more flagrant error in civil government, 
than the praftice of inflifting the fame punifliment 
on crimes of different complexions, effentially dif- 
ferent in the degrees of guilt, as well as in their 
confequences to the community. ' What, for ex- 
ample, can be more repugnant to the fundamental 
principles of juftice, as wellas to the fagacity of 
civil regulation, than the undiftingfuilhing inftitu- 
tion which decrees the fame penalty againft the 
feltin who robs his neighbour of five ftiillings, and 
the execrable homicide who murders his benefac- 
tor ? It was the opinion of mariy who wiflied well 
to their country, and were properly qualified to 
profecute fuch inquiries, that the prafticeof con- 
iigning fuch a number of wretches to the hands of 
the executioner, ferved only, by its frequency, to 
defeat the purpofe of the law, in robbing death of 
all its terror, and the public of many fubjeds, who 
might, notwithftanding their delinquency, be in 
fome meafure rendered ufeful to fociety. Such was 
the motive that influenced the promoters of this 
bill J by which it was propofed, in imitation of that 
ceconomy praftifed in other countries, to confine 
'felons convided, under certain circumftances, to 
hard labour upon the public works of the kiog- 

dbm. 
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M' i75«- dom. The fcheme was accepted by the Jdwer 
houfe y 1)iit rtjefted by the lords, who feem^d apr 
prehenfive of its bringing fuch difcredit upon his 
majefty^s dock-yards as would difcourage perfons> 
who valued their reputation, from engaging in fuch 
employment. This objeftipri, however, was a meer 
conjedure, cnfupportcd by evidence ^nd expe- 
rience, and not very plaufible in point of probabir 
lity. We know that flaves and felons are em- 
ployed in public worjcs by other nations, without 
producing any fuch confequenccs : nor can we con- 
ceive how the charafter of a reputable workman^ 
ihould be afFefted by the fervice of a malefactor, 
fo evidently diftinguilhed from a free fulled by 
the badges of infamy and llavery. 

Of ftill greater importance to the nation was the 
next meafure propofed, in a bill for making the 
militia of England more ufcful, prefented by Mr. 
Thornton, a gentleman of Yorkilhire, who had 
diftinguifhed himfelf -by his loyalty and patriQtifm. 
It was canvajSed in a committee of the whole houfe, 
and underwent divers amendments ; but mifcar- 
rled, through the averfion of the miniftry to any 
projeft tending to remove or lefTen th^ necciHity of 
maintaining a (landing army. 

A confiderable number of petitions for different 
regulations, in refpeft to commerce and conve- 
nience of traffic, were prefented^ confidered, and 
kft upon the table. 

V A remonftrance from the prifoners confined in 
the gaol of the King's Bench, complaining of the^r 
miferable fituation, arifing from the want of roooi, 
and other conveniences, being taken into confide- ^ 
ration by a committee, among other evidences, - 

? ' they 
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tkey examined that remarkable perfonagc who had An. 1752. 
fignalized hiiiijelf in different parts of Chriftcn- 
dom, under the name o!f Theodore kingof Corfica. 
Though formerly countenanced, and even treated 
as a forereign prince by theBritifti miniftry, he 
was now reduced to the forlorn condition of a con- 
fined debtor *y and, to the reproach of this king- 
dom, died in prilbn, furrounded with all the mifery 
of indigence, and overwhelmed with the infirmities 
of old age. 

But the moft remarkable circumftance of the 
parliamentary tranfaftions that diftinguifhed this 
ieflion, was a motion made in both houfes for an 
-addrefc to the king, befeeching his majefty. That, 
in time of public tranquillity, he would be graci- 
-oufly pleafed to avoid entering into fubfidiary trea- 
ties with foreign princes,* which are fo burthenfomc 
-to this nation. This extraordinary propofal was 

made and ftrenuoufly urged by the duke of B , 

and a vehement debate enfued, in which the earls 
-of G— , S— , and H— , oppofed it with an exertion 
of fuperior abilities ; and the queftion being put, 
was carried in the negative, whhout a divifion. 
The fame fate attended it in the houfe of commons, , 
where it was introduced by lord H— y, and fiip- 
ported by Tome diftinguilhed orators. 

Finally, the feffion expired in the latter end of 
March, when his majefty, halving given his aflent 
to ninety- five public and private bills, harangued 
both houfes, and prorogued the parliament *. 

Im. 

s 

* Among the proceedings ders, which had been Ihock- 
of this feffion it may not be ingly frequent of late, import- 
improper to mention a new ing. That every criminal con- 
a^ for the prevention of mur- vi^ed of this horrid crime 

flioald 
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An. 1752. Immediately after the prorogation the king ap^ 
The king pointed a regency, and fct out for Hanover, in 
f **Haii ^^^^^ ^o complete the great fcheme he had pro- 
vcr. jeded for elefting a king of the Romans. Great 

Britain, in the mean time, produced no event of 
importance, or any tranfadion that defcryes hifto- 
rical mention, except the ratification of two treaties 
of peace and commerce with the ftates of Tripoli 
and Tunis on the coaft of Barbary, concluded by 
the Britifh confuls in thofe cities, under the in- 
fluence and aufpices of an Englifh fquadron, com- 
manded by commodore Keppel, fon to the earl of 
Albemarle. 

The tide of luxury ftill flowed with an impe- 
tuous current, bearing down all the mounds of 
temperance and decorum ; while fraud and profli- 
gacy fl:ruck out new channels, through which they 
eluded the reftriftions of the law, and all the vigi- 
lance of civil policy. New arts of deception were 
invented, in order toenfnare and ruin the unwary; 
and fome infamous praftices, in the way pf com- 
merce, were countenanced by perfons of rank and 
importance in the commonwealth. A certain 
member of parliament was obliged to withdraw 
himfelf from his country, in conlequence of a dif- 
covery, by which it appeared that he had contrived 
and executed fchemes for dcftroying his own fhips 
at fea, with a view to defraud the infurers. 
Affiirs of In the courfe of this year the affairs of the con- 

thc ccmi- tincDt did not undergo any material alteration, Jfi 

«■■»—.— —I II III — — ^ii— p— ^— — ^— .1— — — 

Should be executed in one day foever it may appear in theory, 

after his fentence, and his hath been found in praftice 

body be delivered to the fur-^ produdlive of very iaJutary 

geons for diffcflion ; an expe- confe^uences. 


diet^t which, how ineffedual 


France 


I 

I I 


I 
Q to k E ti. ti^ 

France the religious difpute concerning tlie ddftrme A>* i7$ *? 
9f J^nfeaius, ftill fubfiftcd between the clergy and 
the parlianient;. and fee.med to acquire additional 
fwl from the vJolenGe of the archbi&op of Paris, an ~ 
Iw^ghty turbukiit prelate, whofe pride and bigotry 
viere fufficient to embroil qne half of Chriftendom.' 
The northern powers enjoyed a p^rfefit tranquiUiiy : 
the States General of the United Provinces wfcre en- 
grofled by plans, of national oeconomy. Spain wa^ 
intent upon extending her conmierce, bringing 
her manufaftures to perfeftion, and rcprefling xhi 
iniblence of the Barbary Corfair^ : hrs Portugueft} 
majefty endeavoured, by^ certain pere^nptory pre-* 
«:aution$, to check the exportation of gold coin 
fromhij dominions; and infifted upon infpe^ing 
the books of the Britifli merchants fetflcd at Lift)on ) 
but they refufed to comply with this demand* which 
was contrary to a treaty fubfxfting between the two 
CBOwns; and he thought proper to acquirfce irt 
their rcfufal. He was much better employed id 
obtaining from the Pope an abolition of the annual 
proceflion called the Auto da fe, one of the moft 
horrid triumphs of fpiritual tyranny. TIibc peace dt 
Italy was fecured by a defenfive treaty concluded 
at Madrid, between the Emperor, his Catholic mi- 
jcfty, the king of the Two Sicilies, and the duke dt 
Parma ; to which treaty the king of Sardinia after- 
wards acceded. 

With refpcft to the great fcheme of deAirig the 
archduke Jofeph king of the Romans, frefh ob^ 
jeftions feemed to rife from different quarters* The 
good underftanding between the courts of Berlin 
and Hanover received an^dditional Ihock, from it 
difpute concerning the property of £aftFric^landv 

Numb. 3. I ^ which 
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Aa..i752. which his Pruffian majefty had fecured as heir to 

Difpute the laft poffeflbr. His Britannic majefty, as eleftof 

Handvcr Q^ Hanover, heaving pretenfions to the fame inhc- 

and Pruf- ritance, his minifter delivered a memorial to the 

fia, con- J ^^ ^£ ^j^g Empire, aflembled at Ratifbon, de- 
cerning ' 1 r» ^ ^ 

Ealt Frief- manding that the king of Pruflia, as eleftof of Bran- 
land, denburg, Ihould be referred to the decifion of the 
Aulic council, in regard to his claim to the eftates 
of Eaft Frielland: but the king being already in 
poffeflion, refufed to fubmit his right to the deter- 
mination of that or any other tribunal ; and when 
the dyet prefunied to deliberate on this affair, his 
envoy entered a , ftrong proteft againft their pro- 
ceedings. At the fame time he prefented the 
other minifters with a memorial, tending to refute 
the eledldt- of Hanover's pretenfions to the princi- 
pality in queftion. 
Mifun- ■ At this junfturehis Prufllan majefty made no 
derftand- fcntplc of cxprefling his refentment againft the 
tween the court of London, which he feemed to confider as 
courts of an officious cabal, that had no right to intermeddle 
and Ber- ^^ ^^® ^flfairs of Germany. . His refident at Lon- 
lin, don complained to the Britifh miniiiry, that divers 

Blips, failing under the Pruffian flag, bad been 
ftopped at fea, and evenieized by Englifli cruifers ; 
'.and that his Tubjefts had been ill- treated and op- 
prcflfcd:. he therefore. demanded reparation in a 
peremptory tone ; and, in the m.ean time, dilcon- 
LtTnued-.the.paynaeht! of the Silefian loan, .which he 
►had cha%^d himfelf with by an article in the treaty 
,of Bi:e(la^. This was a fum of money amounting 
to two ..hundred and.fifty thoufand pdunds,i which 
.the em^pcror Charles VL :fkther of the .reigning 
.empfefs, . Jiad ' bp/rdwed of ,the fubjeds , of Great 
; ■ . 2" . " • . ^ .' \. Bri- 


. G E O R O E n. ; 131 

Britain^ on* condition of paying an interefl: of fyc. Aft.j:7s«i 
per centuiii, and mortgaging the filsrer mines of 
Silefia for the repayment of the principal Thefe' 
devolved to the king of Pruflia with this incum- 
brance, and he continued to pay the intereftpuric*: 
tually till this jun&ure, when the payment was 
flopped i and he publiflied a paper, intituled, An 
Expofition of the Motives which influenced hh 
Condiidt on this Occafion. In his memorial to the 
miniftry of Great Britain he allcdgcd, .That eigh- 
teen PrufTiatl fhips,. and thirty-three neutral veffels, 
in whicl\ the fubjeds of Pruflia were concerned, 
had be^nt unjwlJJy feized by' Englifti privateers : 
his account; oE^damages amounted to a very confi- . 
derable fum -^ and he demanded, in the moft dog- 
matic terms, that the affair fhould be finally dif- 
cuflfed in the term of three months from the date 
of his remonftrance. The. Expofition. and Memo- 
tial were fubge<5lGd to the examination of the ableft 
ciyilians- in England, who refuted every article of 
the charge with equal precifion and perfpicuity. 
They prove<i, that captures by fea fell properly un- 
der the cx)gnifeancb ^of tbofe powers under whole 
jurifdidtion the fcizures were made ; and, therefore, 
iiis Pruffian majefty could -not, confiftent with the 
law of nation^, determine thefe difputes in bis own 
tribunal. They demonftrated, by undoubted evi- 
dence, tbefelfity of many fafts alledged in the me- 
morial, as well as^ the- fairneft of the proceedings 
by which Ibme few of the Pruffian veffels had been 
<eondemned; and made it appear, that no infult or 
injury had been offered to the fubjefts of Pruflia. 
dPinally, they oWqrved, that the Silefia loan was a 
^private tttnfidtion of fuch a nature, that^ even if a 
- - I 2 jwar 
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A«. 175a. vrar had' happened between the emperor Charles 
VI. and bis Britannic majefty, this muft have been 
held facrM and inviolable : that when the Emprefs- 
queen ceded Silcfia to the king of Pruflfia, this 
monarch charged himfelf with the repayment of 
the loan^ which, being a private debt, and tranf* 
ferable, was now diflfufcd into diffo'ent CQuntries, 
and become the property of many others befides 
the fobjefts of Great Britain. They wound up 
their chain of reafoning by obferving, that, accord- 
ing to agreement with the Emperor, the whole of 
this loan fhould have been repayed in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and forty-five ; whereas 
the complaints fpecified in the Prufllan memorial 
were founded on fads pofterior to that period. 
"Vyhether his Pruflian majefty was convinced by 
, thele reafons, and defifled fron) principle, or he 
thought proper to give up his ckim upon other 
political coniiderations ; certain it is, he no longer 
inflfted upon fatisia&ion, but ordel'ed the pay-» 
ments bf the Silefia loan to be continued without 
further interruptioa : a report, indeed, w:^ circu- 
lated, that advantage had been taken of the demur 
by a certain prince, who employed his agents to 
buy up great part of the loan at a confiderahle 
difcount. 
Improve. . How much foever the king of Pruflia may be 
ment of |.j^^ fubjed of cenfure on this occafion* it muft be 
nia; ^ " allowed, that with rej^d to his own fubjefts, he 
afted as a wife legiflator, and the father of his 
country. He pe<^kd fche dcferts of .Ponierani^ 
by encouraging with royal bounties, a great number 
of induftrious emigrants to fetUe in th^t province j 
the face of which, in a vejy few y^ars, underwei* 

I . the 
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th6 moft agreeable alteration. Above fixty new vil- An. 17^^ 
l^ges arofc amidft a barren wafte, and every part 
Affile country exhibited marks of foccefsful culti- 
yation. Thofe folitary and defolate plains, where 
no human footfteps had for many ages been fcen, 
were now converted into fitlds of corn. The farmn 
were regularly parcelled Out: the houfes multi* 
'J)lied, and teemed with population : the happjr 
peafantSj flieltered in a peculiar manner under their* 
king's protedion^ fowcd their grounds in peace, 
and reaped theil" harvefts in fecurity. The lame ^ ' 

care ^nd indulgence, were extended to the unpeo* , 
pled parts of other provinces within the Prufliaa 
dominions 5 and extraordinary encouragement was 
granted to all French proteftants who (houM come 
and fet^e under the governnient of this politick 
fage. . . . 

The courts of Vienna and Hahover ftill em» Treaty 
ployed their chief attention upon the fcheme of ^.'^ ?^^ 
elefting a king of the Romans j irtd the eloSjor of palatine 
Ment2, influenced by the majority of the college, 
had convoked an elcftoral dyct for that J)urpolc : 
but ftrong protefts againft this convocatibn were 
entered- by the cleftors of Cologne and Palatine, 
infomuch that it, was thought expedient to conci- 
liate this laft by taking fome fteps in his favour, 
with refpeft to the fatisfa6tion he demanded from 
the Emprefs-qucen and his Britannic majefty. His 
claim upon the court of Vienna amounted to three 
millions of florins, by way of indemnification for 
the loiTes he had fuftained during the war. IJe 
demanded of the king of England twenty thoufand 
pounds fterling, for proviTion and forage ifurnilhed 
to the Britifli troops while they a&ed on the Maine v 

I 3 and 
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Atu 1752. and the like fum for the like piirpofes from the 
States General of the United Provinces. . The 
Emprefs- queen could not help remonftrating agafnft 
this demand as exorbitant in itfelf, and the more 
unreafonable, as the eleftor Palatine, at the 4€ath 
of her father, had openly declared againft the prag- 
matic fanftion, which he had guarantied in the 
moft folemn manner : (he therefore obferved, that 
, the damage he had fuftained, in coofequence of 
that declaration, ought to be confidered as the 
common fate of war. Thefe reafons, though con- 
clufive and irrefragable in the ufual way of arguing, 
made no impreffion upon the Palatine, who per- 
feftly well underftood his own importan<!:e, and 
was determined to feize this opportunity of turning 
4t to the beft advantage. 

The court of Vienna, and the Maritime Powers, 

finding him thus obftinately attached to his own 

intercft, refolved to bring him over to their views 

. . at. any rate, and commenced a negotiation with 

•him, which produced a formal treaty. By this 

convention his demands in money were fixed at 

, twelve hundred thoufand Dutch florins, to be payed 

• at three inftalments, five hundred thoufand by the 

* Emprefs-queen, and the remaining feven hundred 
' thoufand by the king of Great Britain and the 

States General, according to the proportion efta- 
' bliflied in former treaties. The privilege of N on 
appellando, for the dutchyof Deux-ponts, was con- 
firmed to his eleftoral highncfs, together with fome 
' other rights and pretenfions, in confideration of 
his concurring with the other eledors in the choice 
of a king of the Romans, to be ejedled according 
to the cuftoms prcfcribed by the laws and confti- 

tutions 
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tutioas of the Empire. He likewife engaged to A^- »7S3-, 
join them in fettling the articles of the capitula- 
tion with the king of the Romans, emperor in 
futuro. Yet, even after the concurrence of this 
prince was fecured, the purpofed eledion proved 
abortive, from the ftrong objedlions that were 
ftarted and the ftrenuous oppofition which was 
madt by his Pruffian majefty, who perhaps a(pired , 

in fccret at the Impeiial dignity, which the Em- 
prefs-queen took all this pains to perpetuate in her 
own famUy. . • 

The king of Great Britain, returning from the Seffion of 
contfnen^ opened the feflion of parliament 9n the P^''^'*- 
eleventh qiy of Januaiy with a fpeech, importing. 
That all his views and negotiations had been cal- 
culated and direfted to preferve and fecure the du- 
ration- of the general peace, fo agreeable and ne- 
ceflary to the welfare of all Europe: That he had 
the fatisfadion to be affured of a good difpofition 
in all the powers, that were his allies, to adliere to 
the fame falutary objeft. He exhorted them to 
continue their attention to the reduction of the 
national debt, the augmentation cf the finking 
fund, and the irnprovement of the public revenue. 
He recommended to their ferious confideration 
what further laws and regulations might be necef- 
fary for fuppreffing thofe crimes and diforders, of 
which, the public had fo juftly complained : and 
concluded with an aifurance, that his hearty con- 
currence and endeavours {hould never be wanting 
in any meafure that' might promote their welfare 
and profperity. 

The addreffes, in anfwer to this fpeech, were 
► couched, in the ufual form pf implicit approba- 

I 4 " tion; 
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Af • »7S3' tiori ; but that of the commons did not p^ with- 
out qucftion. The carl of E ^ took exceptions 

to one paragraph, in which they acknowledged hisr 
majefty's wifdom, as well as goodnefs, in puifuing 
fuch meafures as mu(t contribute to maintain and 
render permanent the general tranquiUity in Eu* 
rope i and declared their fatisfadbion at the aflu^ 
' ranees his piajefty had received from his allies, that 
they were all attached to the fame falutary objeA^ 
His lordfhip expatiated on the abfundity of thefe 
compliments at fuch a junfture, when the peace df 
Europe was fo precarious, and tlie Engliih nation 
had fo much caufe of compl^nt and diflatisfadion; 
He was feconded by fome other individuals, who 
declaimed with great vivacity againft continental 
conrieAions ; and endeavoured to expofe the weak* 
nefe and folly of the whole fyftem of foreign mea* 
fures, which our miniftry had lately purfucd. 

It muft be owned, indeed, that they might havfc 
chofen a better opportunity to compliment their 
fovereign on the permanency of the peace than at 
thisjunfture, when they muft have feen them- 
fclves at the very brink of a new rupture with the 
moft formidable power in Europe. But the truth 
is, thcfc addreffes to the throne had been long con- 
fidered as compliments of courfe, implying no 
more than a rcfpeftful attachment to their fove- 
reign: accordingly both houfes agreed to their 
refpeftive addreffts without divifion. 

The two grand committees of fupply and of 
ways and means being eftabliJhed, the bufinefs of 
the houfe was tranfafted without miich altercation 5 
and the people had great reafon to be fatisfled with 
|:heir moderate proceedings. Ten thoufand fea- 

men* 
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men» ^nd lji6 ufual number 6f lind-fbroeiv ^^ A^* >7S^ 
rbtaincd for the fcrvicc of the cnfuing year. X^^ 
pTOvidtd for thq maintenance of the new colony in 
Niftva Scotia, the civil eftablilhment of Gedrgia, 
the . fuppoft of the cafUes on the coaft of Guinea, 
and the er^&ion of a new fort at Anamaboa, where 
the Freilch had attempted co make a fettlement ; 
and they enabled his majeily to fulfil his engage-* 
ments with the king of Poland ahd the eledor of 
Bavaria. 

The fupplies, including grants for former defi- Supplitt 
ciencies and ferviccs, for which no provifion had ^^,^ 
been made in the courfe of the laft year, did not year. 
exceed two millions one hundred thirty «two thou- 
fand feven hundred and kven pounds feycntcen 
(hillings and two pence half-penny j in order to de- 
fray which expence they affigned the duty on malt, 
&c. the land-tax at two fhillings in the pound, the 
furplus.of certaih funds in the Exchequer, and the 
fum of four hundred and twenty thoufand pounds 
out of the finking fund ; fo that the excecdings 
amounted to near three hundred thoufand potftids. 
JSeveral duties on fait, as well as on red and white 
herrings delivered out for home confumption, were 
rendered perpetual, tbough fubje^ to be redeemed 
by parliament ; and it was provided, that the debt 
contratSted upon thefe duties being difcharged, all • 
the after-produce of them ihould become part of 
.the finking fund. 

As for the national debt, it now ftood at the 
enormous fum of feventy-four millions three hun- 
dred fixty-eight thoufand four hundred and fifty- 
one pounds fifteen Ihillings and one penny i and 
the finking fund produced one million feven hun- 
dred 
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A0/175/. ,dred thirty-five .thoufand five hundred and twenty- 
nine pounds fix (hillings and ten pence farthing. 
Game- Gne of the firft meafures brought upon the car- 

pet, in the courfe of this feffion, was an aft con- 
taining regulations for the better prefcrvation of 
Jthe game, of which fo great liavock had been made 
by poachers, and other perfons unqualified to en- 
joy that diverfion, that the total extirpation of it 
was apprehended. 
Aa for The next ftep taken by the commons was an 
«^ u'S! aifFair of much greater confeqiience to the commu- 
rentinc. niry, being a bill for obliging (hips the more ef- 
feftually to perform quarentine, in order to prevent 
the plague from being imported from foreign 
countries into Great Britain. For this purpofe it 
was ordained, that if this dreadful vifitation (hould 
appear in any ftiip to the northward of Cape Fi- 
nifterre, the mailer or commander Ihould imme- 
diately proceed to the harbour of New Grimfby, 
' in one of the iflands of Sqilly, and there communi- 
cate the difcovery to fome officer of the cuftoms j 
who fhould,v with the firft opportunity, tranfmit 
this intelligence to another cuftopi-houle officer in 
the nearellt port of England, tp be by him for- 
warded to one of his majefty*s principal fecretaries 
/ of flate. In the mean time the fhip Ihould remain 
at the faid ifland, and not an individual prefume to 
go alhore, until his majefty*s pleafure fhould be 
known. It was alfo provided, that in cafe the 
mafter of a fliip, thus infefted, fhould not be able 
to make the iflands of Scilly, or be forced up either 
channel by violent winds, he Ihould not enter any 
frequented harbour-, but remain in fome open 
road, until he could receive orders from his ma* 
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jcfty,' or the privy-council :* tl;iat, during this in- Anny^^, 
terval, he ftiould avoid all intercourfe with the 
fliore, or any perfon or veffcl whatfoever, on pain 
of being deefned guilty .of felony, and fuffering 
death without benefit of clergy. 

. In order the more effedtually to feprefs the bar- Bill for 
harous praftice of plundering fhips, which have P^^^^j^^^* 
the mitfortune* to fufFer (hipwreck-, a practice plunder- 
which prevailed upon many different parts of the "»g ^^ 
Britifh coaft, trf the difgrace of the nation, and the ^vrccked 
fcandal of human nature.; a bill was prepared, vclfeli, 
. containing claufes to enforce the laws againft fuch 
favage delinquents, who prowl along the Ihore, 
like hungry wolves, in hope of preying upon their 
fellow creatures; and certain provifions for the 
relief of the unhappy fufFerers. By this new lay/ 
the clerk of the peace, in the county where the 
crime fhali be committed, is obliged, upon re- 
ceiving proper information, to proiccute the of- 
fenders at the expence of the county. It was like- 
wife propofed, that in cafe no profecution of this 
nature fhould be commenced within a certain 
limited time, after the information fhould havTC 
been legally given, in that cafe the county might 
be fued by the perfon who had fuftained the da- 
mage, and obliged to indemnify him for his lofs : 
but this ciaufe was rejeded by the majority ; and' 
the bill, having made its way through both houfes, 
received the royal aflcnt. 

^ AVhen the mutiny-bill fell under deliberation, 

the carl of Egmont propofed a new ciaufe for im- 

powering and requiring regimental courts-martial 

' to examine witnefles, upon oath, in all their trials. 

The propofal occafioijed a debate, in which the 

mi-' 
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A»'i75S' minifliy were pretty equally divided; but the 

claufc was difapprovcd by the majority, and this 

annual bill was enafbed into a law without any al* 

teratton. 

Another The next bill was framed in confcqueftce o£ di- 

the boon- ^^^^ petitions prcfented by the exporters of corn, 

ty on £x- who complained that the bounties were not payed, 

^^^ «nd prayed, th^t the houfe would make proper 

provifion for that purpofe* A bill was accordingly 

brought in, importing. That intereft, after the rate 

of three per centum^ (hould be allowed upon every 

debenture for the bounty on the exportation of 

com, payable by the general receiver or caihier of 

the cuftoms, until the principal could be difcbarged 

' out of fuch cuftomfi or duties as are appropriated 

• for the payment of this bounty. This premium 

on tl\e exportation of corn ought not to be granted, 

except when the lownefs of the market-price in 

OreatBriuin proves that there is a fuperabundance 

in the kingdom ; otherwife the exporter will find 

his account in depriving our own labourers of their 

Iwrad, in order to fupply our rivals at an eafier rate : 

for example, fuppofe wheat in England fhould fell 

for twenty (hillings a quarter, the merchant might 

export it to France, and afford it to the people of 

that kingdom for eighteen (hillings, becaufe the 

bounty on exportation would, even at that rate, 

afford him a confiderablc advantage. 

Trade to A great number of merchants having prcfented 

jF^^^y petitions from different parts of the kingdom, re- 

laidopen. ^-. . , % ^ ^ ^ , 

preientmg, that the trade to Turkey was gready 

ddcreafed, afcribing this diminution to the exclu- 

. five charter enjoyed by a monopoly, and praying, 

that the trade might be laid open to all his ma- 

jefty's 
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jcfty*si ftibje^fca^ t3«ic of the tiwmbew for Liverpool An, i7$> 
my^d fpr leavQ: to bring <p * biU for. ihis purpofe. 
Such a meafure bad been twice before proposed 
w^hwt fuc«fs ; but now « wg^ ^ptcd withwJt 
(^pofitioa, A bill ^^ imme^iateiy introduced » 
znd^ n^withftOTding 2^ the inteteft and ^ffprta of ' . 
Kii^ Turkey comply, who peutioijyed tfaie houfe 
^gainft it, aad WJie h^ard by tbeir qwiMcI, it paflcd 
through bodi howfea, aiid leceiv^d the royal fanc^ 
tw«}, 5y thi3 rcgtiktHMi any Br itiih fubjcft may 
obtw the freedom of the Turkey company, by 
paybtgor tendering a fii\e of twenty pounds ^ and 
all thp noucmbcrs are feciured from the tyranny of 
oppreflive bye-laws, contrived by any monopo- 
Uziog fahat This indulgence, however, and even 
all the encouragement which the legiflature can 
bcftow* will never retrieve the trade of Turkey or 
the Levant, while the heavy load of tzxss difables 
the maiuxfadtuier from affording his commodity fb 
ckei^. as it can be fuppUed by our rivals in com- 
ioerce, who neither groan under fuch burthens, 
nor pay iiich a price for labour. 

Several odier bills w^^ paiTed : one for regu^ 
king the number 6f public houfes, and the more 
cafy convidtion of perfons felling ale agd ftrong 
Ikpunrs vathout licence ; an ad which impowered 
t)^ juftices of peace to tyrannize over their felbw 
i fubge&s : a fecund, enabling the mzgi&VBXcs of 
Edinburgh to improve, enlarge, and adorn the 
avenues and ftreecs of that city, according to a 
concerted ^an to be executed by voluntary fub- 
foipcion: a third, allowing the exportation of wool 
and woollen yarn from Ireland to any port in Great 
Britain : and a fourth, prefcribiog ^e breadth of 
^ -the 


^ 
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Atrii75j. the wheels belonging to heavy carriages, that the 
high roads of the kingdom might be the better 
preferved. ' ^^ 

NaturaK- . But this fe0ion was chiefly diftinguifhed by an aft 
SeTews. ^^^ naturalizing Jews, and a bill for the better pre- 
venting clandeftine marriages. The fiirft of thefe, 
which pafled without much oppofition in the houfe 
of lords, from whence it defcehded to the common*^ 
was« intituled, " An AA to permit Perfons prCfcff- 
ing the Jewifli reli^oo to be iiaturalized jbyParlia- 
ment, and for other Purpofes therein mcnti(»Kd/* 
It was fupported by fome petitions of merchants 
and manufacturers, who, upon examination, ap- 
peared to be Jews, or their dependants ; and coun- 
tenanced by the miniftry, who thought thcy.fore- 
iaw, in the confequences of fuch a naturalixation, a 
great acceflion to the moneyed interejQ:,iaii4'Sicon- 
fiderable increafc of their own influence, amozig the I 
• individuals of that community. . They boldly af • \ 
firmed^ that fuch a law would greatly conduce to 
the advantage, of the nation.; that it would encou-. 
rage perfons of wealth to remove with their effeda i 
from foreign parts into Great Britain, inpreafe. the j 
commerce and the credit of the kingdom, apd fet j 
a laudable example of induftfy, . temperance,, and ^ 
frugality. Such,, however, . were not the., fenti- \ 
meats of the lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons 
of the city of London in compnon-council aflcm- \ 
t)led, who, in a petition to. parliament, expnefled j 
l;heir apprehenfion that the bill, if pafled int^ a j 
law, would tend greatly to the diflaonoiir. of the • 
jchriftian religion, endanger the eiccellieaat: wiiftitu- 
tion, and be highly prejudicial to tiieinfeneft and ; 
trade of the kingdom in general, and of thje^fiity of i 

Lon- i 
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London in particular. To the fame purpofe ' an- A.ff-i7f3' 
othet petition was nex^ day prclented to the houfe, 
fnbfcribed by merchants and traders of the. city of 
London ; who,- ^morig other allegations, obferrcd,- 
that the confequences - of fuch a 'naturalization 
would greatly afFc6t their trade and* commerce 
with foreign- nations, particularly with Spain ^nd 
Portugal/ .Gounfel was heard, evidence ^xaminedi> 
and the- bill produced violent debates, in which 
there feemed to be* more paffion than patriotifm, 
hior^ declamation than argument. 

The advcrfaries of the bill affirmed, that (Ueh a 
naturalization would deluge the kingdom with 
brokers, ufurers, and beggars ; that the rich Jews, 
under the fiiadow of this indulgence, w6uld ^ur- 
chafe linds,' and even -advowfons ; fo as not only 
to acquire an intereft in the kgiflature, but alfo 
to influence the conftitution' of the>church pf 
Chrift, to which they • were the inveterate and pro- 
fefltd enemies : that th« lower clafs of that nation, 
when- thus admitted to the right of denifonsf, would 
interfere-? with the induftiious natives, .whoi earn 
theif tevfelihoodby th^i? labour ^ and bydinc^oif the 
moft paffiihonious fttigaljty, to which 'the Bnglifh 
are fh'ahgers, work ^t ' an undcr-price ;* fo as ,riot 
only to^afi%, buft evenina^manner to exclude them 
from all empioyment I thit fuch an adoption of ' 
vagrant- Jews into the. community, from' all parts 
of .the worlds would rob the real fubjefts of their 
birthright, -difgracethe charadter of tiie nation, ei- 
pofe thcmfeives to the moft difhonourable partici* 
pation and intrufion, endanger the conflitiition both 
in church, and ftate,. and bj an indeiible jepfoach 
upon the eflbablifhed religion of the country. Some 
•. of 
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An- I7S5* of th«fe ontpn feemed tr»nfpor»d cvca to a degrM 
of enthufiafni* They prognoftiqatcd that th^ Jew* 
would multiply fo much in number, cngroft fuch 
ipealtb, and acquire fo great power and influence 
in Great Br tain, th^t their pcribna woukl be revered^ 
thctir cuftoms imit^UKl, aAd Judaifm becpme the 
MwomaWe religion of the £nj;Jiifh, FinaUy, they 
^^rtned chat fuch an a6l w^s diredily flying in the 
face of th^ prophecy, which decWes, tha; th^ 
Jews fliall be a fcattered people, without country or 
fixed habitation, until they fliall be converted from 
ih^ir infidelity, and gathered together in the Jand 
of their forefathers. Thefe arguments and appre- 
henfloqs, which were in reality frivolous and chi- 
merical, being induilrioufly ct^c^lated ampng the 
vulgar, igraturdly prejudiced againft thejewifti peo-^ 
pk» excit;ed fuch a ferment throughout the nation, 
a5 ought to have deterred the miniftry from thti 
profecution of fuch an unpopular meafurej which, 
however^ they had courage enough to maintain 
againA aU oppofition. The bill pafled the cn-dealof 
both hoiifes, arid hi^ majefty vouchfafed the royal 
fiuidtion to this law in favour of the Hebrew Qacion, 
The truth is, it might have increafed dxej wealth, 
and extended the commerce of Great Britain, had 
it been agreeable to the people ; and as the nat^ 
faliied Jews would ftill have been excluded from 
all civil and military offices, as well as from other 
privileges enjoyed by their Chriftian brethren, in 
all probability, they would have gradually for^en 
their own unprofitable <tnd obftina^e infidelity, 
opened their eyes to the fliining truths of the Gci"- 
pel, and joined their fellow-fubjefts in embracing 
the doctrines of Chriftianity. But no miniftry^ 
^ ought 
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ought to rifle an experiment, how plaufiblc focvcr *»• «7S3* 
it may be, if they find it, as this was, an objcft of 
the people's unconquerable averfion. What render- 
ed this unpopular meafurc the more impolitic, was 
the unfeafonable junfture at which it was carried 
into execution ; that is, at the eve of a general elec- 
tioi> for a new parliament ; when a minifter ought 
carefully to avoid every ftep which may give um- 
brage to the body of the people. The earl of 
Eg— t, who argued againft the bill with equal 
power and vivacity, in defcribing the effc6t it 
might have upon that occafion, " I am amazed, 
(faid he) that this confideration makes no impref- 
fion. — ^When that day, which is not far off, fhall 
arrive, I fhall not rear to fet my foot uporj any 
ground of elc<5tion in the kingdom, in oppofidon 
to anjf one man among you, or any new Chriftian 
who has voted or appeared in favour of this natu- 
raUzation.*' 

Another bill, tranfmitted from the upper houfe, Marriage* 
met with a reception equally unfavourable among ^' 
the commons, though it was fuftained on the 
Ihoulders of the majority, and thus forced its way 
to the throne, where it obtained the royal appro- 
bation. The practice of folemnizing clandeftine 
marriages, fo prejudicial to the peace of families, 
and fo often produftive of mifery to the parties 
themfelves thus united, was an evil that prevailqcf 
to fuch a degree, as claimed the attention of the 
legiflature. The fons and daughters of great and 
opulent families, before they had acquired know- 
ledge and experience, or attained to the years of 
difcretjon, were every day fcduced in their affec- | 

tions, and inveigled into matches big with infamy ' ' 

i^UMB-IV. K iftd 
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A"- '75 J' and ruin ; and th^fc weue greatly facilitated by the 
opportunities that occurred of being, united in- 
ftantaneoufly by thi5 ceremony g£ marriage, da the 
firft tranfj^ort of paffion, before the deftined viftiiH 
had time to cool or deliberate on the fubjeiSt. 
Por this, pernicious purpofe there was a band of 
profligate miff reants, the refufe of the clergy, dead 
to every fentiment of virtue, abandoned to all 
fcnfe of dedency and decoruni, for the. moft part 
prifoners for debt or delinquency, and indeed the 
very outcafts of human fociety, who hovered 
about the verge of the Fleet- prifon to intercept 
cuftomers, plying like porters for employment, and 
performed the ceremony of marriage without ti- 
cence or queftion, in cellars, garrets, or ^ehoufes, 
' to the fcandal of religion,, and the dilgrace of that 
order which they profefledi The eafe with which 
this ecclefiaftical fanftion was obtained, and the 
vicious dilpofition of thofe wretches, open to the 
pra&ices of fraud and corruption*, were produftive 
of polygamy, indigence, conjugal infidelity, pro- 
ftitution> and every curfc that could imbitter the 
married ftate. 

A remarkable cafe of this nature having fallen 

under the cognizance of the peers, in an appeal 

from an inferior tribunal, that houfe ordered the 

judges to prepare a new bill for preventing fuch 

^hufes; and one was accordingly framed, under 

the aufpices of lord H , at that time lord 

high chancellor of England. In order to antici- 
pate the bad effefts of clandeftine marriages, this 
new ftatute enafted, That the banns fliould be re*- 
gularly publifhed, three fucceffive Sundays, in the 
church of the parifh. where the p;u"ties dwell : 

That 


r 
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't'hat no licence Ihould be grant^dl to mirry in any ^ *7Si 
places where one of the parties has not dwelt at 
feaft a months except a Ipecial licence by tlie archr 
bifhop: That if any marriage fhould be fdlemnized . 
in any other place than a church, or a chapel, 
without a fpeciai Ifcerice, or iri a piiblic chapel; 
\f ithout haring piiblifhed the bann^, pr obtained a 
licence of Ibme pcrfori properly qudificd, the mar- 
Hage Ihould be void) arid the perfori who folem- 
nized it tranfportcd for fcveh years : That maf- 
Hages, by licencei of parties under age, withotlt 
confent of parent or gtiirdian, Ihould be hiill and 
void, unlefs the pirty under age be a widow, arid 
the parerit refufing cpnfeht a widow married again : 
That when the corifent of a mother or guardian ii 
tefqfed from caprice, or fuch patent or guardiarl 
be non conipos mentis, or beyond fea; the niindr 
ihould have recburfe for relief to the cotirt of Chan- 
cery : That rio fuit ftioilld be commenced to com- 
pel a cdebritiori of marriage, updn pretence of an/ 
tontradt : That all marriages (hould be folemnized 
before two witneflfes, and an entry be made iri ai 
book, kept for that purpofe, whether it was hf 
bamis of licence^ whether either of the parties wa« 
ilnder agfe,, or the marri^e celebrated with the 
fconfent of parent or gtiardian- drld this entry to bd 
figned .by the minifter, the parties, and the wit- 
facffes : That a falfe licence or certificate, or de^ 
ftroying regifter-bpoks, Ihotild be deemed felony^ 
either in principal or acgeflary, and punifhed with 
death. 

The bill, wheft flrft confidered iri the Idwef ' 
hoxife, gave rife to ai variety of debates •, in i^liich 
the memfbcrs appeared to be divided rath* accofd- 

, K t in g 
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ing to their real fentimcnts, than by the rules \£ 
any political diftiriftion : for foine principal fecvants 
of the government freely differed in opinion from 
the minifterj who countenanced the bill \ while, on 
the other hand, he was, on this occafion, fupported 
by certain chiefs of the oppofition, and the difputes 
were maintained with extraordinary cagernefs and 
warmth. The principal objeftions imported, that 

^ fuch reftriftions on marriage would damp the fpi- 
rit of love and propagation •, promote mercenary 
matches, to the ruin of domeftic happinefe, as well 
as to the prejudice of pofterity and popvilation ; 
impede the circulation of property, by preferving 
the wealtli of the kingdom among a kind of arifto- 
.cracy of opulent families, who would always inter- 
marry within their own pale ; fubjeft the poor to 
many inconveniences, and extraordinary cxpence,. 
from the nature of the forms to be obfervcd -, and 
throw an additional power into the hands of the 
chancellor. They affirmed, that no human power 
had a right to difTolve a vow folemnly made in the 
fight of heaven : and that, in proportion as the 
bill prevented clandeftine n^arriages, it would en- 
courage fornication aaid debauchery, inafmuch as 
the parties reftrained from indulging their mutual 

[ pafTions in an honourable manner, would be tempt- 
ed to gratify them byftealth, at the hazard of theic 

f reputation. In a word, they forefaw a great num- 
ber of evils in the traia of this bill, which have not 
yet been realized. On the other fide, its advo- 
cates endeavoured to refute thefe arguments, an4 
ipmc/of them fpoke with great ftrength and preci- 
fiQii. The bill underwent a great number of alte- 
ratijpns a^d amendments, which were iiot efieded 

with- 
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without violent contefl: and altercation. At length, An, 1753^ 
however, it was floated through both houfes on 
-the tide of a great majority,^ and fteered into the 
fafe harbour of royal approbation-. 

Certain it is, the abufe of clandeftine marriage 
might have been removed upon much eafier terms 
than thofe impofed upon the fubjcft by this bill, 
which, afcer all, hath been found inefFeftual, as it 
may be cafily eluded by a fhort voytige to the con- 
tinent, or a moderate journey to North Britain, 
where the indiflbluble knot may be tied without 
fcruple or interruption. . . 

Over and above thefe new ftatutes,. there were Delibcri- 


tions con- 


Ibme other fubjefts which occafionally cqfiployed ^^ 
the attention of the commons ; fuch as the ftate of the fugar- 
the Britifh fugar-colonies, which was confidered in colonics, 
confequence of petitions prefented by the fugar- 
refiners and grocers of London, Wcftminfter, and 
Briftol, complaining of the exorbitant price de- 
manded and given for fugars imported from Ja- 
maica; defiring, that the proprietors of land in 
Jamaica might be obliged to cultivate greater quan- 
tities of ground for raifing fugar canes, or that 
they (the petitioners) might have leave to import' ' 
mufcovado fugars from other countries, when the 
price of thofe imported from Jamaica Ihould ex- 
ceed a certain rate. This remonftrance was taken 
into coafideration by a committee of the • whole 
houfe; and a great number of evidences and papers 
being examined, they refolved, That the peo- 
pling of Jamaica with white inhabitants, and culti- 
varing the lands thereof, would be the moft proper 
meafure for fecuring thatjfland, and increafing the 
trade and navigation between it and Great Britain, 

. K 3 . anci * 
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^•*7S3* and other parts of his majcfty*s dominions : Th^^ 
the endeavouris hitherto ufed by the legiflaturc of 
Jamaica to increafe the number rf white inha- 
bitants, and enforce the cultivation of lands, in 

, ' ■ - • •' • •• •■ . ', 

the manner that mig^t beft conduce to the fecu- 
irity end defence of that ifland, bad not been effec- 
tual for thefe purpofes. The houfe ordered a bill 
' to be founded on thefe refolutions ; but this was 
\ poftponed, until the miniftry fhould receive more 
full information touching the true (late of that 
uland. 

The planters of Jamaica laboured under many 
grievances and hardihips, frdtn divers heavy impo- 

fitions and reftriflions ; and a detail of thefe was 

• • ■ . , .j 

tranfmitted in a reprefentation to his majefty, which 
was referred to the confidcration of the tommif- 
fioners of trade and plantations. 

The caufe of the planters was defended vigor- 
eufly, and managed in the houfe oif commons by 
alderman Beckford, a gentleman of vaft pofleflions 
in the iJland of Jamaica, who perfeftly well undcr- 
ftood and ftrcnuoufly fupported the intereii of that 
hijs native country, 
fate of Abortive alfo proved the attempt to eftablifti ^ 

tof wif^' law for keeping an annual regifter of marriages^ 
births, deaths, the individuals who received alms, 
and the total number of people in Great Britain. 
A bill for this purpofe was prcfented by Mr, Pot- 
ter, a gentleman of pregnant parts and lpirite4 
elocution,' who!, enumerating the advantages of 
fuch a law, obferved, that it would afcertain the 
number of the people, and the colleftive (Irength 
of the natiorf ; confequently point out thofc places 
wjiere there is a defedi: or excefs of population, 

and 
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iahd cert«feily cfetemiine Mrhjether a general nattirali- *«• > 753 
zation*9^oukl be advantageous or prqiidicial to the 
community V that it would decide what number of 
men might, /on any fodden emergency, be levied 
for the defence of the kingdom ; and whether the 
nation is gainer or fofer by fending its natives td 
fettle, an'd our troops to defend diftant colonies ; 
that it would be the means of eftabliKhing a local 
adminiftratbn of civil government, or a police upoA 
certain fixed principles, the want of which hath 
hetn long a reproach to the nation, a fcctirity to 
vice, and an encouragement to idlentfs ; that rn 
many cafes, where all other evidence is wanting, it 
would enable fuitors to recover their right in court* 
of juftice, facilitate an equal and equitable alfelT- 
ment in railing the prefent taxes, and laying future 
impofitions •, fpecify the lineal defcents, relations, 
and alliances of families •, lighten the intolerable bur- 
thens incurred, by the public, from innumerable 
and abfilrd regulations relating to the poor ; pro- 
vide for them by a more equal exertion of huma- 
nity, and effeftually fcreerl them from all rilque of 
perilhing by hunger, cold, cruelty, and oppreffion* 
Whether ftich a law would have anfwered the fan- 
guine expediations of its patron, we (hall not pre- 
tend to determine ; though, in our opinion, it muft 
have been attended with very falutary* c5hfe^ 
quences, particularly in reftraining the hand of 
robbery and violence, in deteding fraud, bridling 
the ferocity of a licentious people, and eftabliftiin^ 
a happy fyftem of order and fubordination. At 
firft the bill met with little oppofition, except from 
Mr. Thornton, member for the city of York, who 
inveighed againft it with great^ fervour, as a mea- 

K 4 fure 
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furc that favoured of French policy, to which the 
Englifh nation ever had the mmoft avcrfion. He 
alErmed, that the method in which ix was propofed 
this rcgiftcr fliould be kept, would furnilh the 
enemies of Great Britain with continual opportuni- 
ties of knowing the ftrength or weaknefs of the 
nation; that it would, impower an ill-dejGgning 
minifter to execute any fchenie fubveriive of pub- 
lic liberty, inveft parifti and petty officers of the 
peace with eicorbitant powers, and coft the nation 
above fifty thoufand pounds a year to carry the 
fchcme into execution. Thefe arguments, which, 
we apprehend, are extremely frivolous and incon- 
clufive, had great weight with a confiderable num- 
ber, who joined in the oppofition, while the mini- 
ftry Hood neutral. Neverthelefs, after having un- 
clergone fomc amendments, it was conveyed to the 
lords, by whom rt was, at the fecond reading, 
thrown out, as a fcheme of a very dangerous ten- 
dency. The legiflature of Great Britain have, on 
fome occafions, been more ftartled at the diftant 
• fhadow of a bare poffibility, than at the real ap- 
proach of the moft dangerous innovation. 

From the ufual deliberations on civil and com- 
mercial concerns, the attention of the parliament, 
which had fcldom or never turned upon literary 
avocations, was called off by an extraordinary fub- 
jeft of this nature. Sir Hans Sloane, the cele- 
brated phyfician and naturalift, well known through 
all the civilized countries of Europe for his ample 
coUeftion of rarities, culled from the animal, ve-. 
getable, and mineral kingdoms, as well asof an- 
ti<|qities and curiofities of art, had direfted, in his 
laft will, that this valuable mvrfcum, together with 

his 
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his numerous library, IhoUld be offered to the par- Ao, 1753. 
' liament for the ufe of the public, in confideradon 
of their paying a certain fum, in compcnfation, to 
his heirs. His terms were embraced by the com- 
mons, who agreed to pay twenty thoufand pounds 
for the whole, fuppofed to be worth four times that 
fum ; and a bill was prepared for purchafing this 
mufeum, together with the Harleian coUefliion of 
manulcripts, fo denominated from its founder, Ro- 
bert Harley, earl of Oxford, lord high treafurer of 
England, and now offered to the public by his 
daughter the^utchefs of Portland. 

It was propofed, that thefe purchafes iDbould be 
joined to the famous Cottonian library, and a fuit- ^ 
able repofitory provided for them and the king's 
library, which had long lain neglefted, and expofed 
to the injuries of the weather in the old dormitory 
at Weftminfter. Accordingly truftees. and gover- 
nors, conlifting of the mofl eminent perfons of the 
kingdom, were appointed, and reguhtions efta- 
bliftied for the management of this noble mufeum, 
which was depofitcd in Montague houfe, one of 
the moft magnificent edifices in England, where it 
is fubjefted, without referve, to the view of the 
public, under certain neceffary reflridions, and ex- 
hibits a glorious monument of national taile and 
liberality f. 

In 


f The library of Sir Hans 
Sloanc confifled of above fif- 
ty thoufand volumes, includ- 
ing about three hundred and 
Hhy books of drawing,*, 
and three thouiand five hun- 
dred and iixteen shanufaipts, 


befides a multitude of prints. 
The mufeum comprehended- 
an infinite nutnber of medals, 
coins, urns, utenfils, feals, 
cameos, intaglios^ precious 
flones, veflels of agate and 
jaiper, chryflals, fpars, fbflilf, 
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^'VSi^ In the beginning of June the fcflion of parKa- 
ment was doled by his majefty^ who mentioned 
nothing particular in his fpeech, but that the ftace 
of foreign affairs had fuffercd no altcrairon linc^ 
their meeting. 

The genius of the Englifti peopk is perfiaps in- 
compatible with a ftate of perfeft tranquillity : if it 
is nbt ruffled by foreign provocations, or agitated 
by unpopular meafurcs of domeftic adminiftration^ 
it will undergo temporary fermentations from the 
/ turbulent ingredients inherent in its own conftitu- 
tion. Tumults are excited, and faftions kindled 
into rage and inveteracy, by incidents of the mod 
frivolous nature. At this juncture the metropolis 
of England was divided and difcompofed, in a fur- 
prifing manner, by a difpute in itfelf of fo litde 
confequence to the community, that it could not 
dcferve a place in a general hiftory, if it did not 
fervc to convey a charafteriftic idea of the Eng- 
lifh nation. 
Remark- In the beginning of the year an obfcure damfel, 
of Eli^^^^ of low- degree, whole name was Elizabeth Can- 
bcth Can- ^ing, promulgated a report, which, in a little time, 
njng- attrafted the attention of the public. She affirmed, 
that on the firft day of the new year, at night, (he 
was feized under Bedlam wall by two ruffians, who, 
having ftripped her of her upper apparel, fecured 
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xnetalSy minerals, ores, earths, calculi, anatomical prepara- 

iands, falts, bitumens, ful- tions, feeds, gums, roots, dried 

phurs^ amber, ambergrife, plants, pidlures, drawings, and 

ulcs, mirae, teftacea» corals, mathematical indruments/ AH 

fpunges, echini, echenites, thefe articles, with a fhort ac- 

aifteris, trochi, cruHatia, flellas count of each, are fpecified in 

marinse, fifhes, birds, eggs, thirty-eight volumes in folio, 

and nefls, vipers, ferpents, and eight in quarto. 


quadrupeds; infe^s> hum^a 
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her mouth with a gag, and threatened to murder An. 1753. 
iicr ftiould fhc make the leaft npife, conveyed hter 
pn foot about fix miles to a place called Enfield^ 
]Rrafh, and brought her to the Jicmfe of one Mrs* 
Wells, where fhe was pillaged cf her ftays •, and, . 
becaiife fhe refufed to turn proftitute, confined in 1 
cold, dainp^ ftparate^ and unfurniftied apartment. 
Here (he. remained a whole month, withcKit ^ny 
other fuftenance than a few ftale crufts of bread; ' 
and aboia^ a gallon of water -, till at length fhe 
forced her way through a window, and ran home 
to her mother's houfe, almofl naked, in the night 
of the twenty- ninth of January. 

This ftory, imprcA^able and unfuppqrted, ope- 
rated fo Itrongly on the paflions of the people in 
the neighbourhood of Aldermanbury, where Can- 
ning's mother lived, and particularly anK)ng fana- 
tics of all denominations, that they railed volun- 
^ry contributions with furprifing eagernefs, in 
order to bring the fuppofed delinquents to juflice. 
Warrants were granted fof apprehending Wells, 
who kept the houfe at Enfield- wafli, and her ac- 
complices, the fervant-maid, whofe name was Vir- 
tue Hall^ and, one Squires, an old gypfie-woman, 
who was charged by Canning with having robbed 
her of her flays. Wells, tho' acquitted of the felony, 
was punifhed as a bav«d. Hall turned evidence for 
Canning, but afterwards recanted ; ' and Squires, the' 
gipfcy, was convifled of the robbery, alcho'flie pro- 
duce4 undoubted evidence to prove that fhe was at 
Abbotflbury in Dorfetfliire that very night in which 
the felony was faid to be cohimitted ; and Canning 
and her friends fell into divers contradiftions 
during the courfc of the trial. By this time the 

pre- 
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An. 1753. prepofieifion of the common people in her favour 
had rifen to fuch a pitch of enthufiafm, that the 
moft palpable truths, which appeared on the other 
fide, had no other efied: than that of exafperating 
them to the moft dangerous degree of rage and 
revenge. Some of the witnefTes for Squires, tho' 
perfons of unblemifhed char^fter, were fo intimi- 
dated that they durft not enter the court; and thofe 
who had refolution enough to give evidence in her 
behalf, ran the rifque of affaflination from the vul- 
gar that furrounded the place. On this occafion 
Sir Crifpe Gafcoyne^ lord-mayor of London, be- 
haved wfth that laudable courage and humanity 
which ought ever to diftinguifh the chief inagi- 
ftrate of fuch a metropolis. Confidering the im- 
probability of the charge, the heat, partiality, and 
blind enthufiafm with which it was profecuted, and 
being convinced of the old woman's innocence by 
a great number of affidavits, voluntarily fent up 
from the country by perfons ofunqueftionable cre- 
dit, he, in conjunftion with fome other worthy 
citizens, refolved to oppofe the torrent of vulgar 
prejudice. Application was made to the throne 
for mercy : the cafe was referred to the attorney 
and follici tor- general, who^ having examined the 
' evidences on both fides, made their report in fa- 
vour of Squires to the king and council; and this 
poor old creature was indulged with his majefty's 
pardon. 

This affair was now fwelled up into fuch a fac- 
tion as divided the greater part of the kingdom,, 
including the rich as well as the poor, the high as 
well as the humble. Pamphlets and pafquinades 
were pgblilhed on both fides of the difpute, which 
6 be- 
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became the general topic of converfation in all af- An. 175 j. 
femblies, and people of all raoks cfpoufed one or 
other party with as much warmth and aninvolity as 
had ever inflamed the Whigs and Tories, even at 
the moft rancorous period of their oppolition. Sub- 
fcriptions were opened, an4 large fums levied, on 
one fide, to profecute for peijury the perfons on ' 
whofe evidence the pardon had been granted.- On. 
the other hand, thofe who had interefted them- 
felves for the gipfey rcfolved to fupport her wit- 
neffes, and, if poffible, deteft the impofture of 
Canning. Bills of perjury were preferred on both 
fides. The evidences for Squires were tried and 
acquitted : at firft Canning ablconded ; but after- 
wards furrendered, to take her trial j and being, 
after a long hearing, found guilty, was tranfported 
to the Britifh colonies. The zeal of her friends, 
however, fcemed to be inflamed by her conviftion; 
and thofe who carried on the profccution againft 
her were infulted, even to the danger of their 
lives. They fupplied her yith neceflaries of all 
forts, payed for her tranfportation in a private 
Ihip, where fhe enjoyed all the comforts aiid con- 
veniences that could be aflfbrded in that fituation, 
and furoiihed her with fuch recommendations as 
fccured to'her a very agreeable reception in New 
England. * 

Next to this very remarkable tranfaftion, the Execution 
incident that principally diftinguiflied this year in ^ ^^' ^ 
England, was the execution of Dr. Archibald Ca- 
meron, . a native of North Britain, and brother to 
Cameron of Lochiel, chief of that numerous and 
Warlike tribe, who had taken the field with the 
prince pretender ; and after the battle of CtiUoden, 

where 
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An*i^$3. where he was dangeroufly wounded, found means 
to efcape to the continent. His brother, the 
dpdor, had accompanied him in all his expe« 
ditions^ ' though not in a military capacity, and 
was included with him i^n the a<St of attainder pafled 
againft thofe who had been concerned in the 
' rebellion. Notwithftandinjg the imminent danger 
attending fuch an attempt, he returned privately to 
Scotland, in order (as it was reported) to recover 
a fum of money belonging to the pretender, which 
had been embezzled by his adherents in that coun- 
try. Whatever may have been his inducement to 
revifit his native country under fuch a predicament, 
certain it is, he was difcovered, apprehended, con- 
duced to I^ondon, confined in the Tower, examiri- 
cd by the privy council, and produced in the court 
of King*s Bench 5 where his identity being proved 
by fevcral witnefles, he received fentence of death, 
and was executed at Tyburn. The terror and rc- 
fentment of the people, occafioned by the rebd-^ 
lion, having by this time fubfided, their humane 
paffioris did not fail to operate in favour of this 
unfortunate gentleman : their pity was mingled 
with efteem, arifing from his perfonal charafter, 
which was altogether unblemiflied, • and his de- 
portment on this occaGon, which they could not 
help admiring as the ftandard of manly fortitude 
and diScbrum. The popiulace, though hot very 
fubjedt to tender emotions, were moved td com- 
pallidn, and even to tears, by his behaviotir at the 
place of execution. And many fincere well^wiftierS 
to the prefent eftablifliment thought that the facri- 
fice of this vi(5tim at fuch a junfture could not re- 
dound xithtT to its honour or fecurity. 

The 
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The turbulent fpiric, which is never totally ex- An. 175 j* 

tinguiihed in this ifland, manifefted itfelf in fundry Tamoks 

tumults that broke out in different parts of South ^^ ^^^ 

Britain.. The price of provifion, and bread in par- ofthc* 

ticular, being raifcd td an exorbitant rate, in con- kingdom^ 

fcquence of an abfurd exportation of corn > for the 

iakc of the bounty, a formidable body of colliers 

and' other labouring people raifed an infurreflion at 

Briftol^ began to plunder the corn-velTels in the 

harbour, arid commit fuch outrages in the city 

that the magiftrates were obliged to have recourfe 

to the military power. A troop of dragoons were 

fcnt to their affiftance, and the infurgents were 

quelled, though not without fome bloodfhed. 

Commotions of the lame kind were excited in 

Yorkfhire, Manchefter, and feveral other places in 

the northern counties : at Leeds, a detachment of 

the king's troops were obliged in their own defence 

to fire upon the rioters, eight or ;iine of whom 

were killed upon the fpot ; and indeed fo litde care 

had been taken to reftrain the licentious infolencc 

of the vulgar by proper laws and regulations, duly 

executed under the eye of civil magiftracy, that a 

military power was found abfolutely necelTary to 

maintain the peace of the kingdom. 

The tranquillity of the continent was not endanr Diftarb- 

gered by any new conteft or difturbance : yet the ^^^ 

breach between the clergy and parliament of Paris occafion- 

was every day more and more widened, and the f*«?j^**-'' 

people were pretty equally divided between fuperfti- genititt. 

don and a regard for civil liberty. The parliament 

haying caufed divers fccclefiaftics to be apprehcndod 

for having refufed to adminifter the facraments to 

pcrfons in extremity, who refufed ' to fubfcribe, to 
- the 
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^^ ^7SS* the bull unigcnitus, all of them declared thejr 
aftcd according to the direftion of the archbiftiop 
of Paris. Application being made to this haughty 
prelate, he treated the deputies of the parliament 
with the moft fupercilious contempt, and even 
feemed to brave the power and authority of that 
body. They, on the other hand, proceeded to 
take cognizance of the recufant clergy, until their 
fbvereign ordered them to de(ift., Then they prc- 
fcnted remonftrances to his majefty, reminding 
him of their privileges and the duty of their fta- 
tion, which obliged them to do juilice on aU de** 
linquents. 

In the mean time they continued to perform 
their funftions, and even commenced a profecution 
againft the bifhop of Orleans, whom they fum- 
moned to attend their tribunal. Next day they 
received from Verfailles a lettre de cachet, accom-^ 
panied by letters patent, commanding thenl to fuf- 
pcnd aU profecutions relating to the refufal of the 
lacraments ; and ordering the letters patent to be 
regiftcred. Inftead of obeying . thefe commands, 
they prefented new remonftrances, for anfwers to 
which they were referred to the king's former 
declarations. In confequence of this intimation, 
. they had fpirit enough to refolve, " That whereas 
certain evil-minded perfons had prevented truth 
from reaching the throne, the chambers remained 
aflcmbled, and all other bufmefs (hould be fuf- 
pended.** The affair was now become very ferious* 
His majefty, by frelh letters patent, renewed his 
prders, and commanded them to proceed with tjjeir 
ordinary bufinefs, on pain of incurring his difplea- 
fure. They forthwith came to another refolution, 

importing. 
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importing, that they could not obey this injundion An. 1753. 
without a breach of their duty and their oath. 
.N6xt day letters de cachet were iffued, banifhing 
to different parts of tht kingdom all the members 
except thofe of tiie great chamber, -v^hich the court ' 
did not find mare tradable than their brethren. 
They forthwith refolved to abide by the two refo- 
lutions mentioned above-, and, as an inftance of 
their unfhaken fortitude, ordered an ecclefiaftic to 
be taken, into cuftody for refufing the facraments. | ' 
This ipirited meafure involved them in the fate of 
the reft; foi- they were alfo exiled from 'Paris, 
the citizen? of which did not fail to extol their con- 
duct with the loudeft encomiums, a[nd at the fame 
time to exprefs their refentment againft the clergy, 
who could. not ftir abroad without being expofed 
to violence or infult. The example of the parliar 
ment of Paris was followed by that of Rouen, 
^hich had courage enough to iffue orders for ap- 
prehending the bifhop of Evreux, becaufe. he had 
rtfufcd to, appear when fummoned to their tribu- 
ilal.^ Their decrees on this occafion being an- 
nulled by the king's council of ftate, they prefented 
ibpld remonftrance ; which, however, had no other 
effed than that of cxafperating the miniftry. A 
grand deputation being ordered to attend the king, 
they >srere commanded to deflft from intermeddling 
in difputes relating to the refufal of the facraments, 
and to regift^r this injunftion. At their return 
they had recourfe to a new remonftrance -, and one 
of their principal counfellors, who had ifpoken 
freely irt the debates oh this fub^eft, was arrefted 
by a^arty of dragoons, who carried him prifoner 
to the caftle of Dourlens. In a word, the body of 
Numb. 4, , L the- 
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An. 1 75 5* the peopk declared for the parlmtnent, in oppo- 
fition to ecdefiaftical tyranny ^ and had they not 
been overawed by a formidable (landing army, 
would certainly have taken up arms in defence of 
their liberties : while the nionarch weakly fufFered 
himfelf to be governed by prieftly deluGons ; and, 
fecure in his military appointments, feemed to fet 
the reft of his fubjcfts at defiance. Apprehenfiyc, 
however, that thefe difputes would put an entire 
ftop to the adminiftratipn of juftice, he, by letters 
patent,, cftabliflied a royal chamber for the profe- 
cution of fuits civil and criminal, which was 
opened with a folemn mafs performed in the 
queen's chapel at the Louvre, where all the meair 
bers affift-ed. On this occafion another djfiicqlty 
occurred. The letters parent conftituting this new 
court ought to have beeft regiftered by the p^- 
liament, which was now np more. To remj^dy thi? 
defcdt, application was made to the inferior coiirit 
of the Chatelet j which refufing to regifter theiy(^ 
one of its members was committed to the Baftil^ 
and another abfconcfcd. Iptimidated. by this (ex- 
ertion of defpotic power, they allowed the king'? 
officers to enter the letters in jtheir regifter ; h\\t 
afterwards, adopted ^more vigorous refolutioqs. The 
lieutenant civil appearing in their court, all the 
/ counfellors rofe up and retired, leaving him alon^ 
and on the table an arret, importing, Th^ 
ivh^reas the confinement of one qf their mernbe;:^,' 
the perfecution of another who durft not appeaji^ 
and the prefcnt calamities of the nation, gave theij> 
juft apprehenfion for their own perfons, tliey k^p 
after mature deliberation, thought proper to rer 
tire. Thus a dangerous ferment w^s excited by 

th^ 
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the king's cfpoufing the caufc of fpiritual infolcilcc An. ifs^. 
and oppreffion a^nft the general voice of hid 
people, and the pbdneft di6tates of reafon and 
(fdmnion fenfe. 

The property of Eaft Fri^fland continued ftill to Proceed- 
be the fource of contention between the eledbors of ^^^^ 
BrandenBurg and Hanover. The interefts of his oftheem^ 
Britannic msgefty being powerRiUy fupported by PJ^^^*^^ 
the houfe of Aufhria, die minifter of that power at F^Ojmd* 
die diet propoled that the affair (hould be taken into 
iiDiDodiate confiderattui. He was ibconded by the 
minifter of Briinfwic^ut the envoy from Branden-** 
burg barring: piiotefted in farm againft this proce* 
diire, withdrew from the aflfembly, and the Brunf- , 
wic niiiiifter made a counter proteftation, after 
wMch he aUb retired. Then a motion being made 
diat this difpute fhould be referred to the decifion' 
of the Aulic council at Vienna, it was carried- in the 
affirmadve by a majority of fourteen voices. His* 
Pruffiah mi^fty*s final declaradon, with regard to 
diis affair, was afterwards prefented to the die^ 
Md anfwered in iOikc feqtiel by a memoristl from his 
Britannic ];najefty as eledor of Hanover. Some 
odier petty dKpwctt Kkewife happened between the 
regenqr of Hanover and the city of Munfter ; and 
die; former claiming ifbme bailiwicks in the territo^^ 
lies of Bremen, fequeftred certain revenues belong*, 
.ing to this city, in Stade and Ferden^ untit thefe 
daihis fhould be fatisfied. 

The court of Vienna having dropped for the pre-. JjJ'*^ 
feiit the fcheme of eledfcing a king of the Romans, treaty b«r 
Goifcluded a very extraordinary treaty with the duke ^^^^^ ^ 
of Modena, ftipularing that his ferene hijghnefs Vienna 
fliould be appointed perpetual govcrftor of the and t' 
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An. 1753. dutchy of Mikn, with a falary of ninety thoufand 
florins, on condition that he fliould maintain a body 
of four thoufand men to be at the fiifpofal of the 
emprcfs queen ; that her imperial m^efty (horuld 
have a right to place garrifons in the citadels of 
Mirandola and Reggio, as well as in the caftle of 
Maifa-Carrara : that the archduke Peter L.e6pold, 
third fon of their imperial majefties, fhould efpoufe 
the daughter of the hereditary prince of Modena 
by the heirefs of MaOa-Carrara ; and in cafe of her 
dying without heirs, male, tl^^^ates of that houft 
and the dutchy of Mirandomnwld devolve to the 
archduke ; but in cafe of her having male ifiue, 
that (he ftiould enjoy the principality of Fermia 
and other pofielTions in Hungary, claimed by the 
duke of Modena, for her fortune ; finally, that on 
the cxtinftion of the male branch of the hot^ of 
Eite, all the dominions of the duke of Modena 
fliould devolve to the houfc of Aiiflria. 
Conferen- While the powers on the continent of Europe 
ces with were' thus employed in ftrengthening their relpec- 
NwP '^ ^^^ interefts, and concerting meafures for prenreht- 
Scotia ing any .interruption of the general tranquillity, 
broke up. niatiters were faft ripening to a frefti rupture be- 
tween the fubjedfcs of Great Britain and France, in 
different parts of North America, We have al- 
ready obferved that commiflaries had been ap- 
pointed and conferences opened at Paris, to deter* 
' mine the difputes between the two cr6v*ns relating 
to the boundaries of No v ji Scotia ; and we took notice 
♦ in generalof the little arts of cvafion pradifed by 
the; French commiff^ries to darken and perplex the 
difpute, and dude the. prettnfions of his Britannic 
majefty. They perfiftcd in employing thcfe arts of 

chica- 
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chicanery and cavil with fuch perfcverance, that An. 1753, 
the. riegotiacion proved abortive, the conferences 
broke up, and every thing Teemed to portend ap-^ 
preaching hoftilities. But before we proceed tb a 
detail of the incidents which were the immediate 
forerunners ci the war, we will endeavour to coa-» 
vey a juft idea of the difpute concerning Nova 
Scotia ; which, we app^-ehchd^ is but imperfeftjy , 
underftood^ though elf the. utfl>o(t importance to 
the intereft of GjrcH Briton* : / 

NovaScoda^ called'by the French Acadie,' lies Dcfcrip- 
between the. iforty-fourth and fiftieth degrees of ^^\^^ 
north latitude, having New England and the At-i scotii. 
lahtic joCean to the ibuth and foiith-weft, and the 
river tmd gulph of .St. Laurence to the north ^d 
i\orth*t2&. The.winttr, ^hith continues neat 
l^von months • in this country, is intenfely cold ; 
and) without the intervention: of any thing* that 
can be called fpring, it is immediately fueoecded 
by a fummer, the heait pf whic|i is almoft infup- 
portable, but of no long continuance. The Ibil^ 
in general, is thin and barren, tho^ fame parts of it 
are faid to |;)e eqtjal to th^ .beft land in England* 
The whole country is covered with 4 perpetual 
fog, even after the ^ funimcr has pommenced. It' 
was firft pofleiTed by the French, before they made 
any cftablifliment in Canada; and they, by dint of 
induftry ^nd indefatigable pcrfeverance, in ftrug- 1 
gling, with the rnany difficulties they neceffarily 
labourejd._undejr in the infancy of this fettlement, 
fubfifted tolerably well, and increafed confiderably, 
with very little afliftance from Europe; whilft we, 
evcp now, Ihould lofe the immenfe expence we 
have already been at to fettle a colony there, and 
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An* 1753* fiiQuld fee all out endeavours to th^tend defeated, 
if the fypporc of the royal hanc) was withdrawn 
. but for a moment. 

This country, by the poITeffioa of 9hi<:h ai| 

eneoiy would be enabled greatly to annoy all our 

ether coloiiles, and, if in the hands di the French^ 

would be of fingular femee both to their fifli^r/ 

. and their fugar-iflahds, has frequendy changed 

hands from the French to the Engiifl^ and^m 

the Englifh back again to the French \ until out 

right to it ^aa finally iett^d by the twellEth article 

of the treaty of Utrecht, by which all the country 

included within the antient limits of what was 

called Nova Scotia, or Acadia, was ceded to the 

JEnglifli. This article was confirmed by tihe treaty 

of Aix*la-Chapelle; but for want of afcertaiiiing 

^iSdn&ly what were the bounds intended to be 

ihced by the two nations, with ref^ed to 'this pr^«> 

yinc^, diiputes aroie, and commiflaries, as #e have 

o^)ferved, were appointed by both fides to adjuft 

the litigation. . 

Short The commiflaries of the king of ^reat Briiaitt 

Srd?f. conformed themfelves to the rule Jaidxlown by the 

putc con- treaty itfelf, and affiencd thofe ii the ancient limits 

ccrning. ^ ^^g country which I had always pafled as fuch, 

of Nova fr^n% the very earKeft times of. any certainty down 

Scotia. to the conclufionof the treaty j which the two 

crowns had frequently declared to be fuch, and 

Vhich the French had often admitted arid allowed. 

Thefe limits are, the fouthern bank of the river St. 

4 I^aurence to the north, and Pentagoet to the weft : 

the country fituated between thefe boundaries, 

is that which the French received by the treaty of St. 

Oermain^, in the year one thoiifend fix hundred 
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lind ^iWtj^^iwo, uildri: the gttitnl nafne df Acadia- *»• ^75^ 
Of th?s country, thu^ limltedi they continued in 
pofieffionfiwh that parted t6 the year one thou* 
fend fii 'iujft<^cd aflid fifef-f(mr, s^rhen a dtfcent 
l«ras made upon it urider the cortifnand df colond 
^dgi;trifcl:. That theft- wens theA the ondi^utcd 
limits (rf" Acadia, hh Britarinic lnaj^fty*s commit, 
farlfcs plattfly proved. By k letter of Lewis XIIL 
to the fietirs Charnrfay and La Tour^ regulating 
their jurifdiftions in Acadia-, by the ftrbfeqnant 
comnfiiftons of the French king tb^he fame per- 
fons, as governorsp of Acadia,, in the ftqfuel; and 
by ^at which was afterwards^ granted to the titvtr 
t)ti\ys\ in the year one thoitfand fix hundred and 
fift;^-fot}i' ; all of whrth extend the bounds of this 
cotihtry frof^ the river St; Laurence to Pentageot 
arid New England. That thefe were the notions 
of the French, with refpeft to the ancient Mniits of 
this provinee, wai fatthef confirmed by the de- 
mand made by their ambafiEiddr, in the courfe of 
diat fame year, for the reftitution of the forts Pen- 
tagoct, St. John's, a^d Port-Royal, as forts fituated 
m Acadia. 

Ii^; the yea^ one thotifand fix hundred and fixty- 
two, upon the revival of the daim of France to the 
CQUritry of Acadia, which had been left undecided 
by tfte treaty of Weftminfter, the French arabaf-^ 
•fed^, then at die court of London, affigned Peh- 
tagoet as the \veftern, aad the river St. jLaurentc 
*as the northern boundary of that <?ountry ; and al- 
fedged' the reftitution of Acadia in the year one 
thoufand fix hundred and thirty •two, and the pof- 
feffion taken by Fraiiifie in confcquence thereof, as 
well as the ^ontinu^iocl of that pofleifion, with the 

L 4 fame 
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-An. 1753. faxne limits, to the y;ear one thoufand fix hundicd 
and fifty-four, as proofs of the equity .anid validity 
of the claim he then itiadp: . in ^hich clat^i^ and 
in the.nwnner.of ^fupporting k,: he .ws^^pprti^ularly 
approved of by the court of France. The fame 
.court afterwards thought it fo clear, upon former 
determinations, ^d her. own foroier poffeflion^ 
that.the true antient boundaries of Acadia were 
Pcnt&goct \6 the wefti and the riyerSt. Laurence 
to the north, th^t ftie defired no fpecification of 
' limits in the treaty of Breda v but was contented 
with. , the. reftitution of Acadia, ..generally named: 
and, ^upQi> ^ difpute, which arofe in the execution 
of thi3 treaty, France reaflcrted, and Great Britain, 
after fome difcuflion, agreed to the abov^ttien- 
tioEcd limits of Acadia; and France obtained pof- 
feflion of that country, fo bounded, und^r the 
. treaty of Breda. 

The fenfe of France upon this fubjcdt, in the 
years one thoufand fix hundred and eighty five, 
1 - and one thoufand fix hundred and eighty^even, was 
alfo clearly manifefted, in the m.cmorials delivered 
at that time by the French ambaflador'at the court 
of London, complaining of feme incroachments 
made by the Englifli upon the cqaft of Acadia : he 
df:fcribed the country as extending from ifle Per- 
yee, which lies at the entrance of thp river of St. 
Laurence, to St. George's ifland : and again, in 
' a fubfequent complaint, niade by Monf,. Barillon 
and Monf. de Bonrepaus to the court of Great 
Britain,* againft thp judge of Pemaquid^ for having 
feized tJic effefts of a French merchant at Penta- 
gget, which, faid they, was, fit;uated in Acedia, as 
1^ reltored to France by the ti eftny of Br^di^.; . 

; To 
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To explain the fcnfe of France, touching the An. f7$j. 

bounds of Aicadia in the yeai: > one thoufahd fcven . 
hundrejd, the Britilh cocnn)iflaries jiroduced a.pro- 
pofal of the French ambaflador, then refiding, ,|a 
Great Britain, to reftrain the limits of that couittrjr 
to the river St, George, . They, alfp inflalrip^ ^bc 
furrender.of Port-Royal in the, year one. ^^and 
feven hundred and ten> in which Acadia [is tJc-> 
(bribed with th^ fame limits with which iFranf^, had 
received it in. the years one. thouland fix hundred 
and thii^ty-two, and one thoufand fix ht^djTed 
and fixty-ftven, 4o4 further, to afc^rtain ,thc 
fenfe of both crowns, even at, the^,t^eaty of I/tredu: 
itfelf, they produced the que^n of Great j^ijpaaft'^ 
inftruAipns to her ambafladors, ia the y^^r >(>09 ' 

thoufand feven Jiundred, ajad ejeven,;. iivi^vhifhv they 

were direftei^ ^ i^P^> >^ T|iat ^ his mpfl Qhpftian 
majefty ftiould quit ail cj^m or title, by yiituq of 
any former tre^y, or ofherwile, to the. cpiiqtrjj 
called Nova Scotia, and exprefly to Port-RoyaJ, 
ptherwife Annapolis- Royal/* ' To thefe they added 
a xn^ifeft demonftration, founded on indifputable 
fads, proving, that the recital of , the feveral forts 
of right which France had ever pretended to thii; 
pQuntry, and the.fpecificarion of both terii^s, ^ can 
di^, ^o.rJ^Joya Scotia, were intended, by Gre^t Bri- 
tain to obviate all doubts which had ever "been 
made concerr^ing th^ limits of Acadi^, and to com- 
prehend, with more certainty, all that country 
which France had ever received a^ fuch : -finally, 
to fpecify what F/ance confidcred as Acadia, 
during the treaty, they referred to the offers of 
that crown in the year one thcufand fevenp hundred I 

and twelve, in > which (he prgpiafcd to reftrain tha I 

Boun- 
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«• «7S3- boundary of Acadia to the * iivcr St.'Oeorge, is a 
departure from its real boundary, itt cifc Great 
Brittin wouH rcftore to her the pofleflipn .of that 
toufitry. 

From all thefe fa6b it piainly appeals, that Great 
Britain demanded nothing but what the fair coii- 
ftruftion of the words of the treaty of Utrecht ne- 
ceflarfly implies ; and that it is impoflibic for any 
thing to have more evident marks of candour and 
fairnefe in it, than the demand of the Englifli 6h 
this occafton. From the varid^y^ of evidence 
brought in fu]pport of this claim, it evidcndy re- 
fults, that' the Englifli commiflarics iffighed no 
Kmit* a^ the ancient limits of Acadia, but thofe 
wWch France herfelf determined to be fiich in die 
year on* thoufand fix hundred and thirty- two ; and 
which (he poffefled, in xdnfequence of that deter- 
mination, till ^hc y^ar one thoufand fix hundred 
and fifty -four :- that in one thoufand fix hundred 
and fix ty- two France claimed, and received in one 
thoufiihd fix hundred and fixty-nine, the country 
Which Great Britain now claims as Acadia, reftored 
to France by the treaty of Breda under that general 
denomination : that France never confidered Aca- 
dia as having ahy other limits than thofe which 
were affigned to it from the year one thoufaiid fik 
hundred and thirty- two, to the year one thoufend 
feven hundred and ten -, and that, by the treaty of 
^tnecht, (he engaged to transfer that very fani^. 
country, as Acadia, which France has always af- 
ferted and pofiefied, and Great Britain how claims^ 
asfuch. 

^ Should the crown of France, therefore, be evef 
willing to decide wh^ ye the amient limits of Aca* 

dia» 
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ifia, hf her o^n dcdaratipns To ftcqucntly made in Ah. 1753, 
fikc difcuffions upon the f^mc point, by h^r pot- 
fefljons of this country fpr alnipft a century, and by 
her defcription of Acadia, during the negociation 
of that very treaty upon which thi« doubt is nufed, -^ 
fhc cannot but admit th? claim df Creat Britain to 
be confonnable to the tr^^Qr of Utrecht, and to* 
file dcfcnptipn of the countty ttWiSfefred toGiipiat 
Briti^in by the twelfth ajticle of ^hat treaty. There 
is a CQnfii1;ency in' the cUim of th^ Englilh, and ar 
CQinplcatnefs in the evidence brought iii fupbof t of 
it, which is feldom feen in difcultiops of this fbrt j," 
for it rarely hippens, in dilj)utes of fuch a nature ' 
between two crowns, that either of them c^n fafely 
offer to have its pretenfipns decided by the knoW^ 
and repeated declarations, or the poflTeHipns of iht 
other.* 

» •■ • 

To ahfwer the force of this detail of cohclufive 
hiftorical fafts, and to give a new tprn to the rfeat _ 
queftion in difpute, the French cbmrniflkrieis, iii 
iheir memorial, laid it down, as a diftii>6tion m^de 
by the treaty of Utrecht, that the antient limiw df 
Acadia, referred to by that treaty,, are diiafer^nt, 
from any with which that country may have pafl^d 
uhde^ the treaties of St. Germain's and Breda ; atnd 
dieft-endeavoured to ihew, upon the tcilSmottieir 
id mapis and hiftorians, that Acadia and its limits 
were antiehtly confined to the fouth-eaftern part of 
die penififiila. In fupport of thisr, fyftem, the 
Fnnch commiiBuies had recourfe t<5 antient map<^ 
and hiftorians, who, as th^y aflferted, had etidt con- 
fined Acadia to the limits they affigned. They al- ^ 
kdged, that thofe commiflions of the French go- 
vernment pver Acadia, which the Engliih cited as 

cvi-»^ 
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An«i75> evidences of the Kmits they elaitned, , were given 
as commiffionsover Acadia and the country arpund 
it, and not over Acadia only: that the whole of 
the . country claimed by the Englifh, as Acadia,, 
could not polTibly, be fuppofed ever to haye been 
wnfulered as fucH,, becaufe, many parts of that tcr* 
ntory ?ilways did, and ftill do, preferve particular 
and diftinft names. They affirmed New Fraiice. 
to be.a provini:c in itfelf j and argued, that many 
parts of what we cUim as Acadia, • can never have 
been in Acadia, bccaufe hiftorians < 4ftd the French 
cpnjipifliQns of government exptejl^ jplacc them in- 
N?w France. Xh^y afferted, that, no evidence <m 
be drawn of the opinion of any crayrn, with/refjjeft 
to Aci limits :of any country, froJTi its declaratipiji. 
dyring the negociation of a; treaty *, and, in the 
end, relying upon maps and hiitbrians for tkw, 
antient limits of Acadia, they.pretended' that die 
exprefs reftitution p^ St. Germain's, and the pof- 
ieltion taken , by France in cpnfequence of the 
" treaty qf Breda, affer a long difqufljdn of the limits^, 
and the declaration of France d^^'f '^g ^^ negocia- 
tion o^ the treaty of Utrecht^ were foreign to the 
point in queftion. 

' In rcfut^-tion of thefc maxims, the Eaglifli coin- 
miflTaries proved, from an examination of tbe^nn^ps 
and: hiftpr^ans cited by the. French in fuppprt of. 
their fyftem, that if this queftion was to be decided- 
upon the authorities which theiy t^mfetvcs adlofwcd: 
to belongs and tp be applicable, t6« this difcui&on, 
thei limits/^yhich they afligned were utterly ihcon-. 
fiftcnt with .the beft maps of all countries, .which ^ 
are authorities in point for almofVevery part, of the 
claim of Great Britain. They (hewed, that the 

.■ French 
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French hiftorians Champlain and Dcnys, and'iiar-' An.. 1753. 
ticularly thi? laft, with his commiffipn, in thtfczf 
dnc thouf&nd fix hundred and fifty five, affigiiecl 
the fame northern and weftern limits to Acac\ii 
which they did; and that Efcarbot,. another ' of ' 

iheir hiftorians, as far as any evidence can bedrawri 
from his writings, agrees ihtirely \^ith the former 
two. They pbferved, that all thefe evidences fal| 
ifi with and confirm the better authorities of trea- 
ties; and the feveral tranfaftibns between thq two ^ 
crowns for near a century paft-, ,and that the French 
comihiffaries, by deviating from treaities, and the 
late, proceedings of the two crowns, to antlent 
hiftorians and maps> only made a tranfition front 
an authentic to an infufficient fort of evidence; 
and led the Ehglilh commiffarics into art iriquiiy; 
M^hich proved, that both the proper and the im- 
pi^oper, the rfegu Jar ' and the foreign evidence, upon 
which this matter had been refted, cquaftly con- 
futed the limits alledged by the Frenc^ conmiiffa- 
liejt as the antient limits of Acadia. • . * 

While the Britifh miniftry depended upon the Ambkiew 
iuccefs of the conferen<^es between the commiffar ^^™^^^ 
ties of the two crowns at Paris, the French were North 
anally employed* in executing their plans pf en- AmerBC*, 
croachmcnt upon the Britifh colonies in North 
Amerita. Their fcheme was to' .engrofs the whole 
fur-trade of that continent ; and they had already 
made great progrefs in extending a chain oi"forts, 
cdiiheftihg their lettlements on the river Mifliilippi 
with 'their poflcflions in Canada, along the great 
takfs bf Erie and Ontario, which laft ijRues in the 
river 6f St. Laurence. By thcfe means tliey hoped 
to exclude the Englrfh' from d}l ccnr.muiiicatioh 
• 6 and 
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Aflu iji^ and traffic with the Ixidtan nations, even thofe that 
hy CQndguous' to the Britifii fetdements, and con* 
fine them within a line of thdr drawings beyond 
which they (hould neither ext^d their trade nor 
plantations, 'f heir comnpercial ft)irit did not keep 
pace with the gigantic ilrides of their amhitioa; 
they could not fupply aU thofe Indians with the ne« 
ceflarics they wanted^ fo that many of the natives 
faadrecourle to the EngUia fetdementsv and this 
commerce produced a cpnneftion, in confetjuence 
of which the Britiftx adventurers ventured to travel 
with mercTiandize.as far aS the banks of the river 
Ohb, that runs intp the Mifliffippi, a great way on 
the other fide of the Apalachcan mountains, be^ 
yond which pone of our colonics h^ attemptedi (a 

Aenecrate, 

.'■»••-.-•• - • • 

; Ther traft of country; lying along the Ohiof is fi> 
fertile, pleafant, and inviting, and the ladians^ 
called Twightees, who inhabit thofe deli^tftil 
plains, were fo wel\ difpofed towards^ Zr cloib a)^ 
Itance with the Englifh, that> as far ba^k as tim 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fixteen^ ,Mr. 
Spotlwood, governor of Virginia, propofed a plaa 
tot ereAing a company to fettle fuch I^ikIs upoii 
this river as fhould be ceded to them by treaty 
' with the natives-, but, the defign was at that tape 
fruftrated, partly oy the. indolence and timidity of 
the Britifii minifl:ry, who were afraid of giving^ 
umbrae to the French, and- partly by the jealoun 
fics and divifioris fubfiftinj? between the.difiercnt 
colonies of Great Britain. The very fame circuER-v 
ft'ances encouraged the French to proceed in their 
prcjeit of invafiQn. At length, they pcnetr^edt 
from the banks of the river St. Laurence, jicrofe 

the 
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the lake Champlairii and upon the territory of New An. 1753. 
York, built with impunity, and,' indeed, without 
oppofition, the fort of Crown-Point, the moft in- 
folent and dangerous encroachment that tKey had . 
hitherto carried into execution, 

Opvcrnpr Spotfwood^s fchcn(ie for an Ohio coni- Rife and^ 
p^ny was revived immediately after the peace of ^ondud 
i\ix la Chapelle, whea certain merchants of Lon- oJbio 
don, wha traded to Marylajnd and Virginia, peti- compMiy. 
tioncd the government on this fubjeft, and were ' 
indulged Bpt only with a ^ra^it of a great traft p£ 
'ferovund to' the foythward. of Penfylvania,. w^ich 
wy promiled to fettle ^ but alfo with an ejjclufiye 
privilege of trading with the Indians on fhe baofcifr 
df the river Ohip. This defign no fopner^ tr^fr 
pired^ thap the French governor of Canada took, 
the al'arjji^ and wr9te ktt$rs to the governors qf 
New York. and. Penfylvania, giving the;n tp uh-^ 
^erfliand,. th^t as the ^nglifh inl9,n4 tf^^v^, h^ 
CttQjpaghecl' qn th^ Freach territories ar^d privi'- 
legps by treading; with thclndiarls uoder the grp- 
tcAioa of hi% fovereign, he. would (dz^e them 
wherever^ th^y couldr be found , if they did not iix^ 
nacdi^elyr defift from that illicit, pxaftic^. , . No, re^ 
gard being paiA tp this iotim^tion^.he nej(;t.yea# 
caufed thrj?q ^ritiCh * tradep ^9, Ijp axrefted,! .Thtji; 
^ffefts were qQn^fcatpd,^^f.t;hGy.the^tf^^ co<h 
vey^d to. Qye^hec,: (to,^ wh^ce. they were, fent 
prifoners . t^ Rpeheite in France, .and there detaM^4 
in: epnfineo^e^it., Ip thi&-fit^^ttpfik they? p?:efeflitfi4 
a cctnohftrancQ. to the ea^Jf. (^Jj^h^^k^ ^ ^i} 
time Englifli ^p:^ba^a,dprJa ?arj^.. ^ he fp4*"?6 
ing. thqri as Brictfj^ fu|gj?ft$„ they, were /e^, 3,11 

libcitj:. iUrfwvig^ia ^wer tq % 

moraly 
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*in. 1753. moriaV the court of Verfailles promifed to tranfiriit 
orders to the French ^6verjiors in America to uft 
all xheir endeavours for preventing any dilputes 
that might have a tendency to alter the good cor- 
. rclpondenqe cftablilhcd between the two nations ; 
in all probability, the direftions given were the 
' . very reyerle of thefe profeflions : for the French 
^ ' commanders,, partifaps,' and agents in America, 
tdok^ every ftep their bufy genius could fugged, 
to ftrehgflicn their own powcjr, and weaken the in- 
fluence of the Ebglifli by embroiling them with 
the Indian nations. This talk they found the more 
cafy, 'as the natives 'had t^ken offence againft the 
Englilh, when they'. underftood that their lands 
were given away without their knowledge, and 
that therie was a defign to build forts, in their coun- 
try, without their confent and concurrence. In- 
deed' the perfon whom the. new company emf^loycd 
to furvey the banks of the Ohio, concealed his 
defign fo carefully, . and behaved in other i-efpefts 
\ti fuch a, dark, ' myfterious. manner, as Could not 
foil to aroufe the jealoufy of a people Naturally in- 
quifitiye,* and Vety much.addifted to'Tufpicion. 
How the company propofed toTeftle this acqui- 
fitiofiia defpite of the native pofTeflbrs, it is not 
ca(y to cpticeiye : and ftill mol'e unaccountable that 
thfey ftibuld have negledtftd the natives, whofe con- 
fent and affiffcance they might have prbcuted at a 
Very linaU expcnce. Inftead of acting fuch a fair, 
open, and ' honouraWe part, ihcy fent one Mr: 
Gift to make a clahdeftiiie furvey of the country, 
as far as the falls ^ of the river Ohio ; arid, as we 
have oblcrvedf^ abovi?; his condud alarrtied both 

theFrcnch-and Indiaps; The ercdbn of this com-' 
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V 
pany was equally difagrecablc to the fcpaTatfe^^-n* i75^3* 

traders of -Virginia and Penfj^vania, who fa\v dieiri- 
fclves on the eve of being deprived of a valuable 
branch of traffic, by the excliifive charter of a mo- 
nopoly ; and therefore employed tlieir erfiiflarics to 
'foment the jealoufy of the Indian^. 

The French having in a inanher commertced Letter 
'ftoft'rlities againft the Englifli,' and' aftually built ffo^i the 
fdrts-on the tcrrWories of the Britifh allies at Nia- of Virgi- 
gara, and^ on the lake Erie, Mr. Mamikon, g:6- nia to the 
vernor of PenTylvania^ coihmuhicated this intellf- comman- 
gence to the affembly of the proviilce, and repi'e* derat fort 
fenred the nedeflity of ere(5tini; truck-houfes, ot- SurlaRi- 

' ■ , ■ ^ viere au' 

places of fircngth and fecurity, on the river Ghiq, geuf. 
towhifch thfe traders might retire in cafe of infiilt 
or hioleftation . Thfe propofal -was approved, arid 
ftlority grartted for the purpofe $ * but the affembly 
could not agr^e about the manner in which they 
OiouW b^ erefted; and in - the trtean time the 
Freniih 'fortified themfelvcs at leifure, and contt- 
nued.to harrafi the traders beTbnging to the BritilH 
fettlenients. • Repeated complaints - of thefe *en^ 
croacihmentis and depredations being reprefented 
to Mr. Dinwiddie, governor of Virginia, he, to* 
wards- the latier end of this rtrf yeair, fent mijpf 
WafliingtOn with ar- letter to the* commanding 
officer of a fort which the French had built on the 
kiviere au Beuf, which fa!k into the Ohio, not far 
from' the lake Erie. - In this letter Mr. Dinwiddle ' 
cxpreffed his furpHze that the French fliould bur^ 
forts and make fettlements on the river Ohio, irt 
the we^ern. part of the colony of Virginia, belong- 
ing to the crown of Great Britain. He conr-' 
plained of thefe cncroa:i:hments, as well as of th^ 
Numb. 4. ' 'M injuries 
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An. 1755. injuries done to the fubjefts of Great Britain, in 
open violation of the^. law of ^nations, #and of the 
treaties adually fublifting between the two crowns. 
He defired to know by whofe authority and in- 
firu&ions his Britannic majefty's territories had 
been invaded ; and required hini to depart in peace 
without further profecuting a plan, which muft in- 
terrupt the harmony and good underftanding which 
his majefty was defirous to continue and cultivate 
with the moft Chriftian king. To this (pirited in* 
timation the officer replied, That it was not hii 
province to fpecify the evidence, arKi ^moaftratc 
the right of the king his mailer to the lands fitu* 
ated on the river Ohio ; but he would tranimit the 
letter to the marquis du Quefne, and a£b accord* 
ing to the, anfwer he fhould receive from thafr^o- 
bleman. In the . mean time, he faid he did not 
think himfelf obliged to obey the fumaTons ^f ^ 
Englifh governor J that he commanded * the £m 
by virtue of an order from his general, to which 
he was determined to conform wijth all the preci- 
lion and refolution of a good officer. Mr. Din* 
widdie expected no other reply, and ther^fotvi had 
projeacd a fort XQ be ereded near the forks o£ the 
river. The province undertook to defray the ex? 
pence, and the {tores for that purpofe were si- 
ready provided ; but, by fome fatal overfight, Ae 
concurrence of the Indians was neither obtaiped 
nor folicited, and therefore they looked upon this 
meafure with an evil eye, as a manifeft invafion of 
^eir property. 

. . While the French thus induftrioufly extended 
their encroachments to the fouthward, they-werc 
not idle in the gulph of St. Laurence -, but feked 
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every opportunity of diftreffing the Engllfh fettle- An. 1753. 
ment of Nova Scotia. We have ^Ireaciy obferved. Perfidious 
that the town of Halifax was no fooner built, than ^f^j^^^^* 
they Ipirited up the Indians of that neighbouithood French in 
to commit hoftilities againfl: the inhabitants, fome NovaScov 
of whom they murdered, and others they carried 
prifoners to Louifbourg, where they fold them for 

' arms and ammunition j the French pretending 
that they maintained this traffic from motives, of 
pure compaflion, in order to prevent the maffacre 
of the Engli^ captives^ whorn, however, they 
did not fet at liberty, without exafting an^xorbi- 
tant ranfom. As thefe fculking parties of Indians 
were generally direfted and headed by French 
comijianders, repeated complaints were made to 
the governor of Louifbourg, who flill anfwered _ 
that his jurifdiftion did not extend over the Indi- 
a,ns^ and that their French conduftors were chofen 
from the inhabitants of Annapolis, who \thought 

, proper to remain in that country after it was ceded 
tQ the Englifh, and were in faft the fubjefts of 
Great Britain. Even while the conferences were 
carried on for afcertaining the limits of Nova Sco- 
tja, the governor of Canada detached M* La Corne 
with fome regular troops and a body Qf militia to 

' fortify a pofl on the bay of Chignedo, on pretence 
that this and a great part of the peninfula belonged 
to bis government. The poiTeffion of this pofl 
not only fecured to the Indians of the continent a 

, free entrance into the peninfula, and a fafe retreat 
in caft of purfuit ; but alfo encouraged the French 
inhabitants of Annapolis to rife in open rebellion 

againft the ]£ngliih governnient. 

. ( 
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^^n. 1755. In the fpring of the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and fifty, general Cqrnwaliis, governor 
Major of Halifax, detached major Laurence with a few 
(lefbais ^^^^ ^^ reduce them to obedience. At his ap- 
theFrench proach they burned their, town to alhes, forfook 
neirrrais. ^{^^j^ poffefllons, '.Ind threw themfelves under, the 
proteftion of M. LaCorhe, who, thus reinforced, 
found himfetf ^c the head of fifteen hundred men. 
well provided with arms and ammunition. Major" 
Laurence, being unable tD rope with him in the 
field, demanded an interview, at ^hich he da'fired 
to know for whar cauft the French inhabitants pf 
, Nova Srjtia ha-1 fliaken off their allegiance "to the V 
crown of Great Britain, and violated the neutrality' 
which they hail hitherto affected to profefs. The 

French officer, without pretending to' aCcoitnt f$x 

• ■••■. ••»»■ ■» 

their behaviour, c-ave him to ur.derftand .in gefjt-' 
ral terms, that he had orders to defend hispoft,' 
and thele orders he was detf^rmined.to oh^y.f The' 
EngTifli major, finding himfelf too weak to attack' 
their united force, and havings no orders to cOm- 
mit hoftilities.aoainft any but the Indians and their' 
open abettors, returned to HiUif^x without having 
been able KO fulfil the purpofe of his e5i:pedition. 
immediately afxer his retreat, the French neutrals 
(fo they were called) rltiirned to the habitations . 
which they^had abandoned; and, in conjun^lion 
- vv'ith the Indians, rencxved their depredations upon 
the inhabtantsbf Hal.fax and its dependent, fettle- 
ments. The Englifh governor, juftlylncerifcd at 
thefe outra<"^es, and feeing they would neitlier fub- 
mit to the Englifli government themfelves, , nor 
allow others to enjoy it with tranquillity^ refolved 
to expel tnein cfie^tually from the country they fb 
•ill deihved to poiTels. .Major Lauren(::e waS again 
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'dc^tached with a thouland mm tranfported by Tea to An. t^is, 
Chigntdo, where he found the French and Indians 
Intrenched, in order to difpute his landing. Not- 
wfthftanding this oppofition he made a defcent with 
a few companies, received and returned a fmart 
'fire ; and rulhing into their entrenchments, obliged, 
them to fly with the utmoft precipitation, leaving 
a'confiderable number killed and wounded on the 
'ipot. 'The fugitivjes faved themfelves by croflin^ 
a river, on the farther bank of which La Corne 
"ftood at the head of his troops, drawn up in order 
to receive them as friends and dependants. Fie had 
by this time erefted a forr, which he denominated 
Beau Sejour ; a'nd now the Englifh built another 
on the oppofite' fide of the river, which was called 
after its founder St. Laurence. This being provided 
with a good garrifon, ferved as a check upon the 
Trench, and in fome meafure reftrained the incur- ' 
"fions of their Barbarian*^. Not that it effedlually 
anfw'ered this purpofe; for the Indians and neutrals 
flill feized fevery opportunity of attacking the 
Tnglifh in the interior part of the peninftila. In the 
courfe of the fucceeding year they furprized thp 
little town of Dartmouth on the other ficle of Ha- The linle 
lifax bay, wliere they ki'led and fi^alped a good ^"^^" ^^ 
number 9f people, and carried off fome prifo- ^ouih 

ners. burred by 

For thefe expeditions fhe French always fiipplied ^^^^ "*^^' 
them with boats, canoes arms, and ammunition.; 
.and indeed they were C9ndu6led with fach care arid 
Tecrecy, that it Was almoil impoffible to prevent 
^ their fucceft. One fure remedy agaiilft the fudden 
and ftolen incurfions of thofe favages might have 
been found in the ufe of ftaunch hounds, which 
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would have run upon the foot, dctcdcd the fculk'* 
ing parties of the Indians, and fruftratcd all their 
ambufcades : but this expedient. To eafy and prac- 
ticable, was never tried, though frequently recom- 
mended in public to the attention of the govern- 
ment, and the confideration of the colonifts. The 
Indians continued to plunder and maffacre the 
•Britifh fubjedts with impunity, and were counte- 
nanced ^y the French government in that country, 
who now ftrengthened their lodgment on the neck 
of the peninfula with an additional fort, diftin- 
guifhed by the name of Baye-verte; and built a 
third at the mouth of St. John's river, on the nor^ 
fide of the bay of Fundy. 

All theftf previous ftcps to a rupture with Eng- 
land were tiken with great deliberation, while the 
commiffaries of both nations were difputing about 
amufed ^^ic limits of the very country which they thus ar- 
neral pro- rogantly ufurped -, and they proceeded to pcrfeJQ: 
their chain of forts to the fouthward, without pay- 
ing the Icaft regard to the expoftulations of . the 
Engiifli governors, or to a memorial prefented at 
Verfaillesby the earl of Albemarle, the Britifli mi- 
nifter. He demanded, that exprefs orders fliould 
be fent to M. De la Jonquiere, the commander for 
the French in America, to defift from violence 
againft the Britifh fubjefts in that country : that 
thj^ fort of N iagara ' fhould be immediately razed : 
that the fubjefts of Great Britain, who had .been 
made prifoners, Ihould be fet at liberty, and in-^ 
'demnified for the Iplfes they had fuftained : and 
that the perfons who had committed thefc exceflcsv 
fhould be punifhed in an exemplary manner. 
True it is, fix Englifhmcn, whom they had un- 
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)\ifti3r takeft, iwerc immediately difmifled ; and the An. 1753. 
amba0kdor was ajTiuTcd with general promifts of 
fending fuch inftruftions to the French governor 
itx America, a$ fiiould anticipate any caufe of com- 
plaint for the future : but, far from having any. 
intention to perform thefe promifes, the court of 
Verfailles, without all doubr, exhorted La Jon- 
quiere to proceed, in bringing its ambitious fchemcs 
to perfedion. 

Every incident in America feemed to ppgnofti- Seffion of. 
cate war, when the.feffion of parliament was opened ^l^^\ 
on th^ fifteenth day of November: yet his majcfty,^ opened: 
on this Qccafion, told them> That the events of tho 
year had not made it neceffaryfor him to offer any 
thing in particular to their confideration, relating 
to foreign affairs. He evai declared, That the 
continuance of the public tranquillity, and the 
general ftate of Europe, remained upon the feme 
f<>Qting as when they laft parted ; and aflUred thenr 
of his fteadtnefs in purfiiii^ the moft cffeftual mea- 
fures to preferve to his people the blcflings of 
pcra£e» He expreffed uncommon concern that the 
horrid criihcs of robbery and murder were of late 
rather iiicreiSiled than dimini£hed, and earneftly re* 
commi^nd^ this important objed to their ferious 
attendon, . 

Affeftionate addrefles were prefented by both 
houfes in.aofwcr to this harangue; and,* what was 
very remarkable, they were pro](>pfed and pafled 
without queftion or debate. 

The cornmons continued the fame number of SuppKe* 
fcamen and land-forces for the enfuing year which 8^*°^^^* 
had been granted in the laft fejEon, and made fuit- 
.^le provifion for all th^ exigencies of the ftate. 

M 4 The 


i84 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

Att.i7S3' The whole ixjpply amounted to two millions fevcn 
hundred ninety-leven thoufand nine hundred and 
fixteenr pounds ten fhillings and two pence, to be 
railed by a land-tax of twolhillings in the pound, 
malt-tax, a continuation of certain duties on wine, 
vinegar, cyder, and beer imported, a fum taken 
from the finking- fund, and the overplus of certain 
grants, funds, and duties. The provifions made 
confiderably exceeded the grants ; but this excefs 
was chargeable with the intcreftbf what fhould be 
borrowed upon the credit of the land or malt-tax, 
there being a claufe of credit in both, as alfo with 
the deficiency (if any fliould happen) in the fqms 
they were computed to produce. The houfe 
agreed to all thefe refolutions almoft unanimoufly : 
iiideed^ no oppofition was made to any of them, 
but that for continuing the fame number of land- 
forces, which wa/ carried by a great majority. 
Repeal of The aft permitting Jews to be naturalized, 
naturaliz-'^ which had, during tlie laft feflion, triumphed over 
ing Jews. ' fuch an obftinate oppofition, was by this rime be- 
come the objcdb of national horrof and execration. 
Every part of the kingdom refoundwl with the 
reproach of the miniftry who had enforced fuch an 
odious rheafure ; and the two brothers, who en- 
groflTed the greater part of the adminiftration, 
trembled at the profpeft of what this clamour 
might produce at the general eleaion,.this being 
,the laft ftffion of the prefcnt parliament. So eager 
were the minifters to annul this unpopular mea- 
fure,'that, immediately after the peershad agreed 
to the. nature and form of an addrefs to his- ma- 

jefty, the. d-^of N , with that precipitation 

' Jo peculiar to his choracler, poured forth an 
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abrupt barangtie ia^that hcufe, impbrting, that MkVS^i^ 
the difaffeded had.vmiide aii hanrileof.ithe aflr- 
pafled laft fdTioh, in favour of the Jews/ to- raifcT* 
difcon tents amo^ manyrcf his majefty^^s-good fub^ 
fMiijedts ; and»as the aft was in iti'elf- 'of- little- im- 
pqr.fcance^ he was *oF' opinion- it "ought. to be re-. . 
peaJtdi for this purpofe he prcfent^d ab^U ready 
framed, '-which Was' read and Committed, though 
not without fome debates' 

- The naturalizatien-bill^ now devoted as ^ a fiieri- 
fice to the refentment of the piople, contained a 
cfeufc difabling all naturaliaed Jtws frx»n pur- 
chafing, inheriting, or rfeceiving any advowfon or 
prefeotation, or right to- any ecclefiaflical bene- 
ficeor; promotion, fchool, hofpitjal, or donative; 
^nd by the firft draught; of the bill, which his grace 
now . prefentcd, it was intended that this, claufe 
ihould.not be repealed. It was the opinion, how- 
ever, of the majority, -that fuch a claufe ftanding 
unrepeakd might imply, that the Jews, by being ' 
thus cxprdly- excluded from the poflcflion of any 
ecclefiaflirai right of prefentation, would be con- 
fidcred as/ having the power and privilege of pur- 
chafmg-^nd inheriting any lay-property in the 
kingdom. : On 'this cortfideration ah -amendment 
was made in the -bill, the clauft in queftion was 
left out, and the whole aft of naturalixiation re- 
pealed witheut exception *. 
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The reverend bench of propofcd repea! with tlie feme 

biihops had, with a Jaudable paffive difcretion, though one 

fpiritof chriliian meeknefsand of the number contended for 

philanthropy, generally ap- the fa ving claufe, which the 

proved of the indulgence gran- dakc.of N . ■■ ■• . had recom- 

ted to their Hebrew brethren ; mended. . • 


and now they acqu/efced in the 
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An. I7SS* Though the lords, in general, opncurred in the: 
cxpcdienqr of the repe^ k was oppoied by ibme 
few ds too great a facrifice to tbs idle and un- 
founded cl^mtiours of the multitude ; and upon this 
fide of the debate a great power of elocution was 
difplayed by »rl Temple, who had lately fuc- 
ceeded to thi3 title on the death of his mother, a 
nob^eitian of diitinguiihed abilities, and the moft 
amiable difpofition, frank, liberal, humane, and 
^ealouQy attached to the ii|tereil: and honour of his 
l^mury. 

in the lower houfe the members of both part^ 
feecned to vie wkK each other in demonftrations of 
averfion to this unpopular aft. On the very firft 
4ay of the fefl^^on, immediately after the motion 
for an address to hjs majefty. Sir James Daftiwoody 
gn eminent leader in the oppofition, gave tl^ com*^ 
mens to underftand, that he h^d a i^otion of very 
preat importance to make, which would lequiro 
the attention of every memt^er, as (oon as the mo-i 
^ tion for the addrefs (hould be difcufled : he lhfire-> 
fore defired they would not quit the houfe, until 
he ftiould have s|n opportunity to explain his pro^ 
pofal. Accordingly they had 110 (boner a^eed to 
(he motion for an addrefs of ths(n\cs to his majefty^ 
f han ^t ftood up again ; and having eTtpatiatsd 
upoQ^the ju(^ and general indignaidon which the 
. aft of the preceding felSon, in favour of the Jewsj 
bad raifed apiong tfhe people, he moved to ordei^, 
thaf the houfe Ihpuld be called over on Tucfday 
the fourth day pf December, for taking that aft 
intp confideraltion : bu^ being given to undcrftand, 
that it was not ijifual to appoint a call of the houfe 
for any particular purpole, he agrqgd that the mo- 
tion 
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don fhould be geni^ral. It was feconded by lord An, 175 $« 
Parker, his oppofite in political interefls : the houfip^ 
agreed to it without oppo0tioo, and the c^l was 
ordered accordingly. Tha|r were anticipated how- 
ever by the lords, who fraJpaed and tranfmitted to » 
them a bill on the fame fwbjed* To the purport 
oiF it the conimon^ made np objeAion ; for every 
member having the fe^r of the gener^ ele^on 
before his eyes, car^uUy avoided every expneffion 
which <:puld give umbr^ to his cof^ftituients : 
but violent opppfitio^ was npiade to the preamble, 
whjch ran in the foUowii^g ftraiij, : ** Whjpreas an 
a^.of parliament wasf ma^e apd paffe^ in the tweoir 
ty-fifth year of hh majefty*s reign, intituJpd, An 
ad to pei:mitpeffo|is profeffing t;he Jfsnyiih f^ig^on 
to be nat^r^ized by pa^liaix^nt, and fot^ <^erpur- 
pofes therein mentioned ; and wh^re^s occa£k)nha$ 
been taken^ fr^n^ lh|e £1^ a<$, tOjmffe.difcc^aiSnts 
and dijR|uiets in the mind^spf l^s m^efty's (uk- 
jedls, J>e it en^^ed, &c.'? T^i» ifitirdduftfajii was 
cqnfid^rf^ a? ^uam^ujP: reflejftipn upon the body of 
the people in gener^, ao4 inpJ|l?tiGuIar upm thofe ' 
^ho had pppofed the b|j[J iv^ the courfe of the pre- 
cedpg felfiM. Sir Rogec Newdigatc thefdbrar 
moved, tj^t tfce px]^Sioa rlhould be varied to this 
eflFed; '^ 'Vy'hereas great difcoijteni^s aiid difijaie- 
jtudes'bBd ffqm tl^e f^id ad ^rifen.'* The confer 
quence <i this motion wai^ an obftinsite debate, in 
yfhkh it was fupported byithe earl of Eg-r-^t, and 
4ivers other- able orators: but Mn' Pelham and 
Mr. P — >yere numbered among its opponents; 
The queftkttl bjsii)ig put fer the propofed alteration-, 
it was of courfe carried in the negative : the biU^ 
after the third reading,' paflcd nemiRe cpntradi- 

cente. 
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Ai}:i7S3. cente, and in due rime obtained the royaj 

aflent. 
Motion Even this concefTion of the miniftry did not al- 

pealirig a ^^Y ^^^ refcntmcnt of the people, and their appre- 
former a6t henfions of cncroachnhent from the Jews. Another 
tHhT^^^ ^^ *^^ fubfifted/ by virtue of which any perfon 
j€ws. proftlFiHg; the Jewilh religion might become a free 
denizon of Great Britain, after having refided feven . 
years in any of his majefty's colonies in America; 
and this was now confidered as a law having the 
fame dangerous tendency;* of which the other was 
now in a fair way of being convicted. Xt was 
-moved therefore in the lower houfe, that part of 
this former aft might be read : then the fame 
member made a motion for an addrefs to his ma- 
jefty, defiring, that the houfe might have the per- 
ufal of the lifts tranfmifted from the American 
\ colonies to the commifliofters for trade and plan- 

tations, containing the names of all fuch perfons 
ppofefling the Jewifh religion as had intitled them- 
ielves to the benefit of the faid aft, fince the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and forty. 

Thefc lifts were accordingly prefented, and left 
upon the table for the perufal of the members( : 
iaut as this aft contained no limitation of time 
within which the benefit of it fliould be claimed, , 
and as Jthis claim Was attended with a good deal of 
trouble and. fome expcunce, very few perfons had 
availed themfelves of it in that period. Neverthe- 
lefs, as a great number of Jews were already inti- 
tled to claim this indulgence, and as it remained 
an open channel through which Great Britain 
might be deluged with thofe people, all of whom 
•die law would hoM as natural born fubjeds, and 

their 
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their progeny as freed from ail the reftriAions cori- ^11.1754^ 
tained in the aft, with refpeft to naturalized fo- 
reigners, lord Haricy moved for. leave to bring in 
a bill, to repeal fo much of. the fai^ aft as related 
toperfons profeiling the Jewifli religion, yijhplhould' 
come to fettle in any Britifli colony after a certain 
time. The motion was. feconded by S^r James 
Dajfcwood^ ^nd fupported by the earl of Egnioat 5- • 
but being found unequal to the r intereft and elo- 
cution pf Mr. Pelham and Mr* P— , wasTejefted 
by the nQaJQ^;ify,. . ,...!.. . .,.. 

The next obieft that claimed the attention rf Mutiny- 
the commons, was a bill for 'improving the regula- ^^|!(-J^ice 
tions already made to prevent the fpreading of . a ofthcEaft 
contagious di^emper, which .raged amo^g.^he l"^^* 
horned cattle in different. parts of tjie kin^dfin. ^ 
The laft bill of this feflTionj. tH^t |iad the gn^ for- 
tune to fucceed,' w|is bro^ghj5ir\/or purti/hirtg fr>vi- 
tiny and defertion of officers apdi foldicrs in the 
fervice. of the Eaft India .company,, and* for the 
punifhment of offices commitoed. in the Eaft In- 
dies and the ifland df St. H^ena. This being a 
meafufe of a very extraordinjiffy nature, all the 
nvembers :were ordered to attend: the hoxife on the 
day fixed for the fecond reading : at the fame time, 
all charters, commiflions, and authorities, by i0xich 
any powers relative to a military jurifdiftion, or the. 
cxercife of : martial law, bad been granted or de- 
rived from the crown to the faid company, were 
fubmitted to the perufal of the members. . The bill 
was by many confidered as a dangerous,ext€nfion of 
military power, to the prejudice of ^the civ41' rights 
enjoyed by Britifh fubjefts, and as fuch vk^ently 
contefted by the earl of Egmorit,- lord Str^Qgc^ahd 
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Ao. 1754. Mr. alderman Bcckford. Their objeftions were 
ahfwcrcd by the IbKcitor-general and Mr. Yorkc. 
The bifl, ^tcr fbmc wa^m debates, being fcfpbufed 
by the miniftry, was eniafted into a law, and dif- 
patched to the Eaft Indies by the firft opportu- 
ftity, ' * ' 

Cafe of • Some' other motion^ weie made, arid petitioiis 
f^flfemed on difRreht fiabgefts, which, as they 
rtiftatried, it will be tmriecelTarf to particularise. 
It -may hot be amifs, however, to record an exem- 
plary aft of juftice done by the commons on a pcr- 
fdH beidHgihg to & public diBce, whom they detefted 
in 4l» priiAice erf ff aad Atid imp^tSbn. Notwi A- 
ftaiididg the particlilai^ care tiken tn the laft fcflion 
tb |)revent thi moAopoliziHg of tickets in the ftate- 
Idttery^ ril thbfe prcGtwtioos had been^elodecl in a 
icaiKkl<MS nr^anner by teitain individuals ^ entrufted 
with ^e charge of cfelivering the tickets to the 
f ^britributoi-s accwdiftg to the intent of th^ ^ft, 
ifi^ch exprefly declared, that ndtitiore than twenty 
fiiouid be fold to any one perfen. 
• Initead 6f confbrriiing to thdfe direftions. of the 
legiflabur^, they aind their friends ^ngroffed greit 
numbers, fliekering thenifelves undei- a falfe lift 

• • • 

of names feigned for the purpofe j fey which means' 
they hot only defeated the equkafelfe iatention ^ 
the commons, but ift fome ttie^te Hij«red the pob- 
Be tredki inafmuth as their avaride Iwd prompted 
tiiem to fubfcribe for a greater number than they 
had cafh to purchafe 5 fo that there wis a deficiency 
in the firft payment, which might have had » bad 
cffeft on the pubKc affairs. Thefe praftices were 
fo flagrant and notorious as to attra^ the notice ctf' 
tht lower houfe, where an inquiry was begun and 

profe- 
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^i^ofcctitcd with ft fpirit of real pairiotifin, in 6pp©- Aa. 1754^ 
finon to a fcandalous cabal, who endeavoured with 
eqml eagernefs and perfeverance to fcrecn the de* 
linqucnts. All their efforts, however, proved abor- 
tive; and a committee, appointed to examine parti- 
culars, agreed to fevcral fevere refolutions againft 
€>ne JD^w— ^ who had amaflfed a large fortune by 
ihh and othet kindis of peculation. Thtey voted 
Mtn guilty of breach of truft, and a direft violatitin 
of the lottery a<!t 1 * and an^ addrefe was prefented to 
his majefty, defiring he might be profetuted by the 
ajtfewney* general for thefe offence^. He was ac- 
cordingly fucd in the court oP King's Bench, and 
payed a fine o^f 5orie thoufand pounds, for having 
committed fpayds by which he had gained forty 
times that fom; but he Was treated with fuch gen-' 
tlchefs us Temarkably denoted the clemeftcy of that 
trilxinal. , 

The feffioft ended ia the begriming of Aprily ciofeof 
i^hen the king gave the parliament to underftand th^ U& 
that :hc fliould fay nothing at prcfent on foreign [^^5°°^^ 
affairs i but aSured them of his fixed refolution to lUmeat. 
exert his whole power in maintaining the general 
tranquillity 9"^ and adhering to fuch measures for that 
^utpof^, as he had hitherto purfued in conjuntSicW 
with his aifies;. He in very affe<St?ionate terms thank- 
ed both houfesfor the repeated proofs they had given 
of tteir zeabus attachment and loyalty to his per- 
Ibn and government. He enumerated theialutary 
H^eafures they had taken for leffening the national 
debt and:augmeatinig the public credit, extending 
navigation ahd commerce, reforming the morals of 
the p«ople,.and improving the regulations of civil 
4 oeco- 
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Ah. 1754. occono/riy. He concluded with' declaring, that he 
fecurely relied upon the 'loyalty af^I good affetSfcion 
of his people and had no odier aim than their per- 
manent 'happinqfs- . 

In a little time after the clofe of this feffion they 
were diffolved.by proclamationi .and new writs il* 
llied by the lopd chancellor for convoking a: new 
paruament. The fame ceremonies were praftifed 
y/ith refpedt to the c;onvocati9i>s of Canterb.ury and 
York, though they no longer retained their former 
importance j nor indeed were they fuffered to fit 
and deliberate upon the fub]e<Els ^yhich formerly 
fell under their cognizance and'difcuffion. ' 
. In the beginning of March the- miniftry ot 
Death of Great Britain had been |eft without^ a'iiead by the 
Mr. Pel- ^'eath of Mr.. Pelham, which was not- only fincerely 
change ia lamented by his. foverc?ign, but alfo. regretted by 
the^i- the nation in general, to whofe affedion he had 
" ^: , ^ powerfully reC<^nimehded hirtifelf by the candour 
and humanity of his conduft and charafter, even 
while he purlyed meafures which tKcy did not en- 
tirely apf>rove^ The Jofs of fuch a minifter was the 
more deeply felt by the government at this junc- 
ture, being the eve of a general eleftion for a new. 
parliament, when every adrrwniftration. isrfuppqfed;' 
to exert itfelf with redoubled vigilaaceand bircum- 
fpeftion. He had already concfcrted the meafures 
for fecurkig a majority, and his plan, was faithfully 
executed by his friends and adherents, who'ftill 
cngrpfled the admintftration. His brother, the 
dukc/of Npwcaftle, was appointed firfl: lord com - 
miflioner of the treafury, and fucceeded.as fecre- 
tary of ftate by Sir Thgmas Rofeinfon, who had 

long. 
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long relided as amb-^ador at the court <£ Vienna. AV, iji^i 
TThe other department of this Office was ftill re- 
tained by the earl of HoMernefle, and the ftio^ioii 
of ciiancellor of the exchequer was performed as 
ufual by the lord chief juftice of the King*«l Bench^' 
until a proper perfofl couH be found to fill th«lt 
important office : but in tHft cotirfe of the fummer 
it was beftowcd upon Mr. Leggr, who acquitted 
himfelf with equal honour and capacity. Piycrs 
other, alterations were made, of tefs importance to 
the public. Sir George Lyttkton w« appointed 
cofferer, anxl the earl of HilUbproogh comptroUef 
oF the houfchold. Mr. George Greenville, bto^ 
ther to earl Temple, became treafurer of the 
navy ; and Mr. Charles Townfhend, <[>f whom we 
fhall have occafion to fpesJt in the fequcl^ took 
place as a commiffioner at the board of admiralty^ 
in the room of lord Barringtx>n, made m^er of 
the wardrobe. Lord Hardwicke, the chancellor^ 
was promoted to the dignity of earl. The place: 
of lord chief juftice of the king's bench becoming 
vacant by the death of Sir William Lee, was filled 
with Sir Dudley Rider, and he was fucccedcd by 
Mr. Murray in the office of altoritey-gederal* 

The elcftions for the new^ parliaiftertt generally ^^ ^^ 

I fucceeded according to the wilh of the miniftry ; liamcnt 
for oppofition was liow dwindled ddwn to the k>W- affemblcd 
efl flate trf" imbecillity. It had received a mortal J^gu^ 
wound by the death of the late prince of Wales, 
whole adherents were too wife to purfue an ignis' 
fatuus, without any profpeft of fuccefs or advan* 

' tage. Some of them had prudently furtg theif 
palinodia to the miniftry, and been gratified with 
profitable employments ; while pthci^, fetting too 
■ ' N u M B. V* N ' great 
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M»i7Si' great a price upon their own importance, kept 
aloof until the market was over, and were left to 
pine in fecr^t over their c^fappointed ambition. 
The maxims of Torjrifm had been relinquilhcd by 
many, ais the barren principles of a lofing g;ame : 
the body of the people were conciliated to the efta- 
blifhed government ; and the harmony that now, 
for the firfl time, fubfifted among all the branches 
of the royal family, had a wonckrful efFeft in ac- 
quiring a degree of popularity which they had 
never before enjoyed. 

The writs being returned, the new parliament 
was opened oh the laft day of May by the duke of 
Cumberland^ and fome other peers, who a^led by 
virtue of a commiflion from his majefty. 

The commons having chofen for their fpeaker 
the right honourable Arthur Onflow,, who had 
honourably filled that high office in four preceding 
parliaments, he was prefented and approved by the 
commiflioners. Then the lord high chanceUor ha- 
rangued both houfes, giving them to underftand, . 
that his majefty had indulged them with this early 
opportunity of coming together, ir? order to conv 
pleat, without lofs of time, certain parliamentary 
proceedings, whiqh he judged would be for the 
fatisfaftion of his good fubjcfts ; but he did not 
think proper to lay before them any points of ge- 
neral bufinels, referving every thing of that nature 
to the ufual time of their affembling in the winter.. 
On the fifth day of June this ftiort feffion was, 
clofed, and the parliament prorogued by the lords 
commjlTioners. 

In the beginning of this year violent difputes 
arofe between the government and the houfe of 

com- 
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eommonsin Ireland, on die almoft forgotten fub- Aij»i754. 
jcfts of privilege and prerogative. The common3 Difputej 
conceived they had an undoubted right to apply }"^^^*]^"r 
the furplus of their revenue towards national pur- Ireland, 
poles, without the confent of their fovereign ; and concern, 
accordingjly, in the year one thouland fevcn huq- MfiviHSd 
dred and forty-nine, prepared a bill with this pre- privUcgci 
amble: " Whereas on the twenty-ftfth day of 
March lafl: a confiderabk ballance remained in the 
hands of the vice-treafurers or receivers-general of 
thp kingdom, or their deputy or deputies, unap- 
plied; and it will be for your majefty*s fervice, 
and for the ef fe of your faithful fubje£ts in this 
kingdom, that A> much thereof as can be conve^ 
nientty.fpared ihould be payed, agreeable to your 
majefty*s mpft gracious intentions, in difcharge of 
part of the national debt." 

ThijS appropriation gave great offence to the ad- 
vocates for prerogative in England, who afiirmed, 
that the commons had no right to apply any part 
of the unappropriated revenue, nor even to take 
any fuch affair into confideration, without the prc>- 
vious confent of the crown, cxprefTed in the mofl: 
explicit terms. It was in confequence of this docr 
trine, that the duke of Dorfet, lord lieutenant of 
Ireland, told them in the next fefCon of parliament, 
held in the year one thoufand {even hundred and 
I fifty-one, he was commanded by the king to ac* 
quaint them, that his majefly, ever attentive to 
the eafe and. happinefs of his fubjefts, would gra- 
c; )ufly confent, and recommended it to them, 
tl »t fuch a pvt of the njoney then remaining in 
h 5 treafury, a^ (hould be thought confident with 

N 2 the 
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An. 1754. the puUic fcrvice, be applied towards the fuith^ 
redudrion of the national debt. 

Thk declaration alarmed the commons, zealous 
as they were for the prefervation <)f their pri- 
vileges ; and in their addnefs of thanks, wbich» 
like that of the parliament of Great Britsun, uied 
always to eccho back the words "bf the fpcech, they 
ihade no mention of his majefty*s corifent; but 
only acknowledged his gracious attention to thefr 
eafe and hap|Hnefs, in recommending to theni the 
ipplication of the furplus. They accordingly re- 
folved to apply one hundred and twenty thoufand 
pounds of that overplus towards a difcharge of 
the national debt \ and m the preamble of the bill, 
framed for this purpofe, made no mention of his 
majcfty's confent, ihou^ before they had acknow'-^ 
ledged his goodnefs in recommending tli^is appli*- 
cation. 

The miniftry in England were highly ofiended 
at this purpofed omiffion, which they conftrued 
into a wilful encroachment on the prerogative ; and 
the bill was fcnt back with an alteration in the pre- 
amble, fignifying his majefty*s confent as weU as 
"recommendation. 

The Irifli houfcof commons being at that time 
deeplV- engaged in a minute inquiry into the con- 
duft of a gentleman, a fervant to the crown, and 
. a member of their own houfe, accufed (rf* .having 
inifapplicd a large Turn of money with whkrh he 
had been intrufted, for rebuilding or repairing the 
barracks, were now unwilling to embroil them- 
felves further with the government, until this affair 
fhould be difcuffed* They therefore pafled the bill , 
' with the alteration, and* proceeded with their in- ; 

quiry. | 

■j 
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quiry. The pcrfon w» conviftcd of haying mif- An. 1754. 
j^pplicd the public money, i^nd ordere4 to mak^ 
the barracks fit for the reception and accommodar • 
lion of the troops, at his own jcxpencc* . They did 
not, however, negleft to aflert what they thought 
their rights, and privilege^ when the next oppor- 
tunity occurred. 

The duke of Dorfet, when lie opened the feffion 
of this year, repeated the expreffion of his majefty's 
gracious confeut, in mentioning the furplus of the 
public money* They again omitted that word ii> 
their addrefs ; and refcdyed, in their bill of appli- 
cation, not only to fink this odious term, but like- 
wife to abate^ in their complaifance to the crown, 
by leaving put that expreflion of grateful acknow- 
Mgment, which had met with fuch a cold recep^ 
tion. above. 

By this tinfie the conteft had kindled up two 
violent fadions, and diffufed a general fpirit of 
XQlentment through the whole Irifli nation. The 
committee who prepared the bill, inft:ead of infertr 
ing the ufual, compliments in the preanjible, men*- 
tion^d nothing but a rep ital of fafts, aod fent it ' 
Qver in a very plain drefs, cjuite deftitute of all emr 
bi?Qidery. The miniftry, intent upon vindicating 
the prerogative fom fuch a;i unmannerly attack, 
£lkd up ih^, Qipillk>n$ of; the. committee, an^ fent 
it; back with this alteration : ** And your majefty, 
cv«r attentive to the e^ie and happinefs ot your 
faithful iubjeds, has bee;n gr^acioudy pleaied to 6g- 
nify fhat you would confent^^ and to recommend it 
to U3, that fo much of the money remaining in 
y^>ur majefty's tccafury ^ fliould be ncceflfary be 
..applied to the difcharge of the national debt> or 

. N 3 fuch 
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An. 1754. fqch part thereof , as fhould be thou^t cxpcdiei 
^ by parliament." This then being the crifis, whic 
was to determine a conftituciofial point of fuch 11 
portance, namely, whether the people in parEa?*^ 
ment afTembled have a right to dcKberafe upon^ 
and vote the application of any part of the unap* 
propriated revenue, without the previous confent 
t>{ the crown ; thofc who were the moft zealoufly 
attached to the liberties of their cbuntry, refolvcd 
to exert themfelvcs in oppofing what they xm-^ 
ceived to be a violation of thefe liberties ; and the 
bill, with its alterations, was rcjefted by a majority 
of five voices. The fuccefs of their endeavours 
was celebrated with the moft extravagant re- 
joicings, as a triumph of patriotifm oyer the arts 
Df miniftcrial corruption -, and, on the other handj 
all the fervants of the crown, who had joined the 
poptilar cry on this occafion, were in a little time 
dilhiifled from their employments. 

The rqeftion of the bill Was a great difappbint* 
ment to the creditors of the public, and the circu- 
lation of cafh was almoft ftagnated. Thefe cala- 
mities were imputed to arbitrary defigns in the 
government ; arid the people began to be inflamed 
with an enthufiaftic fpirit of independency, whicK 
might have produced mifchievous effefts, had not 
artful ffieps been taken to bring over the dema- 
gogues, and thus divert the ftream of popular cla- 
mour from the miniftry to thofe very individuals 
who had been the idols of popular veneration. 
The fpeaker of the houfe of commons was pro- 
moted to the dignity of an earl ; and fome other 
patriots were gratified with lucrative employments. 
His majefty's letter arrived for paying off feventy- 
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nvethoufand five hundred pounds of the national Ad- 17544 
debt. The tirculation was thus animated, and the 
rcfentment of the popukce fobfiding, the kingdom 
retrieved its former tranquillity. 

The ambition and intrigues of the French court, T*"***^?^ 
by which the Britifli intereft was invaded and dif- ^e Eaft 
turbed on the' continent of America, had alfo ex* In<Hes. 
tended itfelf to the Eaft Indies, where they endea- 
voured to embroil the Engiilh company with divers 
nabobs, or princes, who governed different parts 
of the peninfula intra Gangem. 

That the reader may have a clear and diftinft 
idea of thefe tranfaftions, we fhall exhibit a fliort 
flcetch of the Englilh forts and fettlements in that 
remote country. The firft of thefe we fliall men- 
tion is Surat, in the province fo called, fituated 
between thh twenty-firft and twenty- fecond de- 
grees of north latitude : from hence the peninfula - 
ftretches into the Indian ocean, as far as the lati- 
tude of eight norths ending in a point at Cape 
Comorin, which is the fouthern extremity. " To the 
northward this peninfula joins to Indoftan, and at 
its greateft breadth extends feven hundred miles-. 
Upon the weft, eaft, and fouth, it is waftied by 
the fea. It comprehends the kingdoms of Mala- 
bar, Becan, Golconda, and Bifnagar, with the prin- 
cipalities of Gingi, Tanjaour, and Madura. The 
weftern fide is diftinguiflied by ;he name of the 
Malabar coaft : the eaftern takes the denomination 
of Coromandel 9 and, in different parts of this long 
fweep, from Surat round Cape Comorin to the 
bottom of the bay of Bengal, the Englifli and other 
European powers have, with the confent of the 
Mogul, eftabliihed forts and trading fettlements. 
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AH the(ib kingdoms, properly fpeaking^ bekmg to 
the Mogul : but his power was foj^r^rakeo^d by th^ 
laft invafion of Kouli Khan, that he has not beea 
able to aflfert his en^pire over th)s remote country ^ 
die tributary princes of wl^ich, and evc4 the na^ 
l>obs, who were originally governors appcnnted by 
Jiis authority, haye rendered themfejves indepeiir 
^ent, and exert an ^bfdiute dominion over theij? 
refpeftivc terrjtories, without gcknowlpdging his 
fuperiority either by tribute or homage. Thel^ 
princes, when they qy^rel amqpg themfelvcs, nar 
Rurally havj? repourfe to the afliltancp of ftich Eu- 
fopean powers as are fettled jn or near tl^eir dqmi-* 
nions i and in the fame manner the E^ft (ndiaq 
companies; pf the European powers, whicli hapr 
pen to be at war with each other, never fail to U^r 
tereft the nabobs in the difpute. 

The ijfxt Englilh fettlement to Surjyt, on the 
poaft of the pj^ninfula, is Bombay, in the kingdoin 
pf Decan, ^ fmall ifland, w^th ^ very convenient 
tarboqr, about five and forty leagues to the fouth 
qf Surat. The towi^ is very popjuloqs : but the 
foil is barren and the climate unhealthy^ and the 
commerce was rendered very precarious by the 
neighbourhood c^ the famous corfair Angtia, unt- 
til his port of Geriah was taken, and his fortifica- 
tions dempljflied. The Englilh company likcwilp, 
f:arry on fome traffic at Dabi|}, about forty leagues 
farther to the fou th, in the province of Cu ncan . Ir^ 
the famie foi^thcrly progrefljon, towards the point 
pf the pcninfula, we ^rrive at Carwar, in the- lati- 
tude of fifteen degrees, where there is a fmall fort 
and fa£tory belonging to the companyy jObanding 
pn the fouth fide of a bay, with a river papablc of 
' " ' ' ' ' ' re- 
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receiving fbips of prcuy Urge burthen. The i^i-t An* J7Sf' 
mate here is rcmarkably falubrious •, the country 
abounds with prpviflons of all forts, and. the be^ 
pepper of India grows in this neighbourhood. 

The next £ngli(b fcttlenient w^ find at Tilr 
lechery, where th^ comp^J^ has eref^cd a.fort, to 
defend their comnierce of pepper and c^damomf 
from the infuks of the Rajah, who governs thij; 
part of Malabir. Hither the Engiiih trade wa^ 
rempved from Calicut, a large town, that ftands 
fifteen leagues to tiuf fouthward of Tillechexy, and 
was as well frequenjted as any port on the cpaft o^ 
the Indian peninfula. . 

The mo(t foutherly fettletnent which the EngUil^ 
ppfief3 on the Malabar coaft is that of Anjengo^ ' 

between the tighth and ninch degrees of latitude. 
It is defended by a regular fort, fituated on a broad . 
jiver which falls into the fea, and would be very 
comoipdious for trade, were, not the water on the 
bar tOQ (hallow to admit fhips of confiderable bur<^ 
then. . 

Then turning the cape, and paflipg through thp 
ftrait of Chilao, formed by the ifland of Ceylon, we 
arrive on the coaft pf Coromaodel, which forms the 
paftern fide of the ifthmus. Profecuting our pourle 
in a norther^ direftion, the firft EngUlh fadkory we 
j$:ach is that of Fort St. David's, formeriy ^aUed 
Tegapaun, ijtgated in th? latitiuJe pf eleven de^ 
^rees forty minutes north, withip the kingdom of 
Gingi. It was, about fix and twenty years agp^ 
fold by a Marahatta prin<;e to the E*ft ^^^^^ com- 
paoiy, and, next to Bombay, is the mqft confidf r- 
jfjbk fettlement we have yet mentioned. It? tcrri- 
iory extends about eight njilcs along tfe? coaft, and 

half . 
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'An.i7s+. half that Ipacc up the country, which is delight- 
fully watered by a variety of rivers : the foil is fer- 
tile, and the climate healthy. The fort is regular, 
well provided with cannon, ammunition, and a 
numerous garrifbn, which is the mori neceffary on 
account of the neighbourhood of the French fet- 
tlement at Pondichcrry, The trade confifts in long 
cloths of diflferent colours, fallampores, morees, 
dimitties, ginghams, and fuccatoons. 

But the chief fettlcmeht belonging to the com- 
pany on this coaft is that of Madrafs, or Fort St. 
George, flahding farther to the nonhward, be- 
tween the thirteenth and fourteenth degrees of lati- 
tude, and not a great way~from the diamond mines 
of Golconda. It is fcated on a flat, barren, fcorch- 
ing fand, fo near the fea, that, in bad weather, the 
ivalis are endangered by the mighty furges rolled 
in from the ocean. As the foil is barren, the cli- 
mate is fo intenfely hot, that it would be altogether 
uninhabitable, were not the heat mitigated by the 
fea- breezes. On the land-fide it is defended- by a 
fait- water river, which, while it contributes to the 
fecurity of the place, robs the inhabitants of one 
great comfort, by obftrufting the fprings of frclh 
water. The fort is a regular fquare, the town fur- 
rounded with walls well mounted with artillery, 
and the place, including the Black Town, is very 
populous. Madrafs, with feveral villages in the 
neighboiirhood, was purchafed of the king of Gol- 
conda, before the Mogul became fovereign of this 
country. The governor of this place is not only 
prefidentof Fort St. George, but alfo of all the 
, other fettlements on the coaft s of Malabar and Co- 
fomandel as far as the ifland of Sumatra. He lives 
2 in 
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in great pomp, having inferior judges who paft Ami754i 
fentence of death occafionally on malefaftors of 
any nation, except the fubjedls of Great Britain. 
AU the company's affairs are direfted by him and 
his council, who are inverted with the power of 
infliding corporal punilhment, Ihort of life and 
member, upon fuch Europeans as ^re in the fer- 
vice, and difpofe of all places of truft and profit. 
By virtue of an aft paffed in the cp.urfe of this very 
feffidn, the military officers belonging to the com- 
pany were permitted tp hold courts-msUtial, and , 
punifti their foldiers according to the degree of 
their clelinquency. In a word, Madrafs is of the 
utmoft imjtortance to the company for its ftrength^ 
wealth, and the great returns it makes in calicoes 
and muflins.. 

Towards the latter end of the laft century the 
Englifh company had a flourifbing fadlory at Maf- 
fulipatam, ftanding on the north fide of the river 
Nagundi, which feparates the provinces of Gol- 
conda and Bifnagaf, in the latitude of fixteen de- 
grees and thirty minutes ; but now there is no Eu- 
ropean fcttlement here, except a Dutch factory, 
maintained for carrying on the chintz commerce. 

At Vifigapatam, fituated ftill farther to the 
northward, the Englifh pofiefs a fadory, regularly 
fortified, on the fide of a river, whidi however a 
daqgerous bar has rendered unfit for navigation. 
The adjacent country affords cotton cloths, and 
the "beft ftripcd muflins of India. It is chiefly 
for the ufe of this fettlement, that the company 
maintains a faftpry at Ganjam, the moft eaftern 
town in the province or kingdom of Golcon- 
da, ' fituated in a country abounding with rice 

and 
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An. 1754. an4 filgar cane. Still farther to the north Qoaft, in 
the latitude of twenty-two degrees, the company 
maintains a fadory at Balafpre, which was formerly 
very confiderable j but hath been of little confc- 
quence fince the navigation of the fiver Huguely was 
improved. At this place every European fhip 
bound for Bengal and the Ganges takes in ,a pilot. 
The climate is not counted very falubribus ; but 
the adjacent country is fruitful to admiration, and 
here are confiderable manufaftures of cotton and 
filk. Without {k'dfui pilots, the Englilh would 
find it very difficult to navigate the different chaa* 
pels through which the river Gangiqs difcharges it- 
felf into the fea at the bottpm of the bay of Ben- 
^. On the fouthern branch is a town called Pi* 
pely, where there was formerly an EnglKh fac- 
tory ; but this was removed to Huguely, one hun- 
dred and fixty miles farther up the river ; a place 
which, together with the company's fettlement at 
Calcutta, were the emporiums of their commerce for 
the whole kingdom of Bengal IndeecJ Huguely 
|s now abandoned by the Englilh, and their whole 
trade centers at Calcutta or Fort William,, which 
is a regular fortification, containing lodgings for 
the faftors and writers, ftore-houfes for the. 90m- 
pany's merchandize, and magazines for their am- 
munidon. As for the governor's houfc^ which 
Ukcwifc ft^ds within the fort, it is one of the 
moft regular ftruftures in all India. Befides thefe 
fettlements along the tea-coa(t of the peninfula, and 
,on the banks of the Granges, the Englifli Ea^ In- 
dia company poifefs certain inland factories and 
pofts for the convenience and defence of their con\- 
merce, either purchafed of the nabobs and rajahs, 

or 
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or conquered in the courfc of the war. As the An. J754» 
operations we propofe to record v^^ere confined to 
the coafts of -Malabar and Coromandel, or the in- , 
terior countries which form the peninfuk intra 
Gangemi, it will be unneceffary to defcribe the fac- 
tory at Bencoolen on the ifland of Sumatra, or any • 
fettlement which the Englifli poffefs in other parts 
of the Eaft Indies. * 

In order to underftand the military tranfadions Difpnte 
of the EngHfli company in India, the reader will jJ^^^J^ 
take notice, that immediately after the peace of ment of 
Aix h Chapelle, Monfieur Dupleix, who com- ^^^ 
mandcd for the French in that country, began by 
his intrigues to fow the feeds of diifenfion among 
the nabobs, that he might be the better able to 
fi{h in troubled waters. Sundah Saheb, nabob of 
Arcot, having been, depofed by the great mogul, 
who placed Anawerde Khan in his room, he re- 
fblved to recover his government by force, and had 
Tecourfe to the French general jt Pondicherry, who 
reinforced him with two thoufand fipoys, or fol- 
dien of the country, lixty kafres, and four hun- 
dred and twenty French troops, on condition that 
if he proved fuccefsful in his enterprize, he fliould 
cede to the French the town of Velur in the neigh- 
bourhood of Pondicherry, with its dependencies, 
conrifting of forty-five villages. Thus reinforced, 
!he defeated his rival Anawerde Khan, who loft his 
life in the engagement, reaflumed the government 
t)f Arcot, and pundually performed the condi- 
tipns which had been ftipulatcd by his French 
^IBeff. 

In the mean time Mahommed AE Khan, fon of 
'l^c tlcceafed nabob, fled to Tiruchirapalli, ^d fol- 
' "" I licited 
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An..i754- licked the afliftance of the Englilh, who favoured 
^^^<Mn- him with a reinforcement of money, men, and am- 
•gj^^ j[3 munition, under the conduA of ms^or Laurence, 
fupported a brave and experienced officer. By dint of this 
EneM ^^^PP^y* ^^ gained fomc advantages over the enemy, 
compaoyi who were obliged to retreat ; but no decifive blov9^ 
was given. Mahommed afterwards repaired ia 
perfon to Fort St David's to demand more pow- 
erful fuccours, alledging that his fate was con* 
neSed with the intereft of the Englifli company, 
i^hich in time would be obliged to abandon the 
whole coall, fhould they allow the enemy to pro- 
ceed in their conquefls. In confequence of diefe 
reprefentations, he received another ftrong rein- 
forcement under the command of captain Cope ^ 
but nothing of importance was attempted, and the 
Engliih auxiliaries retired. Then Mahommed 
was attacked by the enemy, who obtained over hini 
a complete victory . Finding it impoffible to main- 
tain his footing by his own flrength, he entered 
intoaclofe alliance with the Englilh, and ceded to 
them fome commercial points, which had been long 
in difpute. Then they. detached captain Cope to 
put Tiruchirapaili in a pofture of defence ; while 
captain Gingen, a Swifs officer^ marched at the 
head of four huMrcd Europeans to the nabob's 
afliftance. The two armies being pretty equal in 
ftrcngth, lay encamped in fight of each other a 
whole month; during which nothing happened 
but a few fkirmilhes, which generally terminated 
to ;he advantage of the Englifh auxiliaries. 

In order to make a diverfion, and divide the 
French forces, the company refolved to fend a de- 
tachment into the province of Arcot j an4 this was 

tht 
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the firft occafion upon which the extraordinary ta*. An. 1754. 
lents of Mr. Clivc were difplayed. He had entered 
into the fervice of the 'Eaft India company as a 
writer, and was confidered as a pcrfon very indif- 
ferently qualified for fuccceding in any civil fta- 
tion of life. He now offered his fervice in a mili- 
tary capacity, and aftually began his march to Ar- ,. 
cot, at the head of two.hundred and ten Europeans.. 

Such was the refolution, fecrecy, and difpatch M^. Cli«e 
with which he condufted this enterprize, that the ^f^J^' 
cnerny knew nothing of his motions until he was in Arcot, in 
pofleflion of the capital, which he took without !*»'^^^ 
oppofition. The inhabitants, cxpcfting to be fieged. 
plundered, offered him a large fum to Ipare their 
city ; but they derived their fecurity froni the ge- 
nerofity and difcretion of the corfqueror. He re- 
fufed the proffered ranfom, and iflued a proclama* 
tion, intimating. That thofe who were willing to 
remain in thejV 'houfes fhould be proteifted from 
infult and injury, and the reft have leave to retire 
with all their cffeds, except provilions, for which 
he promifcd to pay the full value. By this fage 
conduft he <:onciliated the affeftions of the people . 
fo ihtirely, that even thofe who quitted the place 
fupplied him with exaft intelligence of the enemy*s 
defigns, when he was befieged in the fequel. Thie 
town was in a little timeinvcfted by the French 
nabob, Sundah Saheb, at the head of a numerous 
army, and the operations of the iicge were con^ 
duded by European engineers. ' Though their ap- 
proaches were retarded by the repeated and refo- 
lute failles of Mr. Clive, they at length effefted 
two breaches, fuppofed to be pradicable ; and on 
the fourteenth day of Odober, in the year one 
' thou- 
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Aft. 1754. thoufand fcvcn hundred and fifty-one, gave a ge- 
neral aflault. Mr. Clive, having received intima- 
tion of their defign, had made fuch preparations 
for their reception, that they were repulfed in every 
quarter with great lofs, and obliged to raife the 
fiege with the utmofi precipitation. 
He dc- This gallant Engliftiman, not contented with the 

feats the reputation he had acquired from his noble dc- 
tlie plains fence, was no fooner reinforced by a detachment 
^^^* under captain Kirkpatrick, than he marched in 
tains a fe* P^rfuit of the enemy, whom he overtook in the 
condcom* plains of Arani. There, on the third day of De- 

?or!^over ^^"^^^^ ^^ attacked them with irrcfiftible impe- 
them at tuofity ; and, after an obflinate difpute, obtained a 
Kovcri- complete viftory at a • very fmall cxpence. The 
cities of Arani and Kajevaran furrendered to the 
terror of his name, rather than to the force of his 
arriis ; and he returned to Fort St. David's in tri- 
umph. He had enjoyed a very few weeks of re- 
pofe, when he was fummoned to the field by freih 
incurfions of the enemy. In the beginning of the 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty- two, he 
marched with a fmall detachment to Madrafs, where 
he was joined by a reinforcement from Bengal, the 
whole number not exceeding three hundred Euro- 
peans, and aflcmbled a body of the natives, that 
he might have at leaft the appearance of an army. 
"With thefe he proceeded to ^ Koveripauk, about 
fifteen miles from Arcot, where he found the 
^ French and Indians, confiding of fifteen hundred 
fipoys, fevehteen hundred horfe, a body of na- 
tives, and one htindred and fifty Europeans, with 
eight pieces of cannon. Though they were ad- 
vantageoully poft^d and intrenched, and the day 

was 
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^as already far advanced, Mr. Clive advanced An* 1754. 
againft them with his ufual intrepidity ; but the 
vi<5tory remained for fome time in fulpence. It 
was now dark, and the battle doubtful, when Mr* 
Clive fent round a detachment to fall on the rear 
of the Frepch battery. This attack was executed 
with great refolution, while the Englifh in front 
entered the intrenchments with their bayorfets fix- 
ed, and, though very litde tinfturtd with difci- 
^line, difplayed the fpirit and aftivity of Ijardy 
veterans. This double attack difconcerted the 
tntttiy in fuch a manner, that they foon defifted 
from all oppofition. A confiderable carnage en- 
fued i yet the greater part of the enemy, both horfe 
and foot, faved themfclves by flight, under jcover 
of the darknefs. The French, to a man, threw 
down their arms, and furrendered themfelves pri- 
fbners of %ar 5 and all the cannon and baggage fell 
into the hands of the viftor. 

The province of Arcot being thus cleared of the 
^nemy, Mr. Clive with his forces returned to Fort 
St., David's, where he found major Laurence juft 
arrived from England, to take upon him the com- 
mand of the troops in the company's fervice; On 
the eighteenth day of March this officer, accom- 
panied by Mr. Clive, took the field, and Was joined 
by captain Gingen at Tiruchirapalli* From hence 
he detached Mr. Clive with four hundred Euro- 
pean foldicrs, a few Marahatta horfe, and a body 
of fipoys, to cut off the enemy's retreat to Pondi- 
chcrry. In the courfe of this expedition he dif^ 
lodged a ftrong body of the foe pofted at Samea- 
varcm, and obliged Sundah Saheb to throw a 
bbdy of troops into a ftrong fortified temple upon 
Numb. 5. Q * the 
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the river Kalderon, which was immediately irt* 
veiled. The commanding officer, in attempting 
to efcape, was flain with fome others, and the reft 
furrendered at difcrecion. They were ftill in pof-' 
fcfllon of another fortified temple, which he alfo 
befieged in form, and reduced by capitulation. 
Having fubdued thefe forts, he marched dircdly 
to Golconda, whither he underftood the F^-ench 
commander had retired. He found that officer in- 
trenched in a village, from whence he drove him 
with precipitation, abd made himfelf mailer of the 
French tannpn. The enemy attempted to fave 
thertifclves in a neighbouring fort; but the gates 
being Ihut againft them by the governor, who was 
apprehenfive that they would be followed pell-mell 
by the EngliQi, Mr. Clive attacked them with great 
fury, *and made a confiderable flaughter: but his 
humanity being fhocked at this carnage, he fent a 
flag.of truce to the vanquiflied with terms of capi- 
tulation, which they readily embraced. .Thefe 
articles imported, That D' Anteuil, and three other 
officers, fhould remain prifoners on parole for one 
year ^ that the garrifon fhould be exchanged ; and 
the money and flores be delivered to the nabob 
whoni the Englifh fupported. 

During thefe tranfadions Sundah Saheb lay en- 
camped with an army of thirty thoufand men. at 
Syrinhaiii, an ifland in the neighbourhood of Ti- 
ruchiiapalli, which he longed eagerly to poflefs. 
Hither major Laurence marched with his Indian 
allies, and took his meafures fo well, that the ene- 
my's provifions were entirely intercepted. Sundah 
Saheb, in attempting to fly, was taken prifoner by 
the nabob of Tanjourj an ally of the Englifh com- 
pany. 
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pany, who ordered his head to be ftruck ofF, in An. 1754* 
order to prevent the difputes which otherwife 
iw^ould have arifep amohg the captors. The main 
body of the army being .attacked by major Lau- 
rence, and totally defeated, the ifland of Syrin- 
ham was furrehdered, and about a thoufand Euro- 
pean French foldiers fell into the hands of the con- 
querors, including thirty officers, with forty pieces 
of cannon and ten mortars. The Englifli and 
their allies having obtained divers other fucceffive 
advantages, Mr. Dupleix recalled all his regulars 
from the Indian army, and afted upon the defen- 
five. 

The French company in France, dilcouraged by Convcn- 
tnefe repeated misfortunes, lent over, m the year twecnthe 
one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-three, one Eaftliniia 
Mr. Duvelar as their comniifTary, who, with a view n°^ of^ 
to reftore peace in the Eaft Indies, concluded a Englai^d 
convention with the Englifh company ; by which ^^ 
it was ftipulated, that the two companies fhould 
reciprocally reftore the territories taken by the 
troops of either fince the year one thoufand feven 
hundred and forty-eight, except certain diftrifts, 
which the Englifti detained for the conveniency of 
their traffic ; that the nabobs advanced through 
the influence of either party, fhould* be acknow- 
ledged by both ; and that, for the future, neither 
Ihould interfere in the differences between the 
princes, of the country. 
I How pacific foeverthe fentiments of the Frertch 
fubjeds might have been at this period iri the Eaft 
Indies, certain it is, the defigns of the French go- 
vernors in America were altogether* hoftile, and 
their condudi haftcning towards a rupture, which 

O 2 ^ hath 
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An- »754* hath kindled up a bloody war in every divifion rf 
the globe. 

As this war may be termed a native of America^ 
and the principal fcenes pf it have been adcd oa 
that contineat, we (hall, for the information of the 
reader, iketch out the fituation of the Britilh Colo* 
nies as they border on each other, and extend along 
the fea-coaft from the gulph of St, Laurence as' far 
fouth as the country of Florida. We ftiaU. enume- 
rate the Indian nations that lie fcattered about ther 
confines, and delineate the manner in which the 
French have hemmed them in by a furprifing lin< 
of fortifications. Should we comprehend Hud- 
fon's bay, with the adjacent countries, and the 
banks of Newfoundland, in this geo^apbical de-^ 
tail, we might affirm that Great Britain pofiefies a 
territory, along the fea-coall, extending fcventceo 
hundred miles in a dire6t line, from the fixtieth x» 

m 

the thirty-firft degree of northern latitude : but a$ 
thefe two countries have not yet been concerned 
in the prefent difp\ite> we (hall advance from the< 
northward to the fouthernrfide of the gulph of St.: 
Laurence } and beginning with Acadie^. or Nova^ 
Scotia, defcribc our fettkments as they Ke iji>- 
loutherly direction as far a$ the gulph qf Florida^ 

This greaj traft of country, ftretching fifteen 
degrees of latitude, is walhed on the eaft by the 
Atlantic ocean : the fouthem boundary is Spaniib 
Florida ; but to the weft ward the limits are uncei - 
tain, fpme affirming, that the jurifdidion of tl r 
colonies penetrates through the whole continei t; 
as far as the South-fea ; while others, with mo r 
moderation, think they are naturally bounded i f 
the river Illinois that runs into the MiflilBppi, 9h \ 
4 i » 
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I a manner connefts . that river with the chain of An. 1754, 
^es kno^m by the names of Michigan, Huron, 
xic, and Ontario, the three firft communicating 
ith each other, and the laft difcharging itfclf in 
•B river of St. Laurence, which, running by 
Ibntreal and Quebec, iffucs in the bay of the fame 
omination, forming the northern boundary of 
va Scotia, The French, who had no legal claim C 
any lands on the fouth fide of this rivers have 
rthclefs, with an infolence of ambition peculiar 
•^-Jhemfclves, not only extended their forts from 
fource* of the St. Laurence, through an im- 
fe traft of country as far as the Miffiflippi^ 
difcmbogues itfclf in tp the gulph of Florida; 
dfo, by a feries of unpisiralleled encroachnlents, 
i? endeavoured to contra^ the Eliglifti colonies 
n ftKrh narrow limits as will cut ofifaltnoft one 
of their pofiefllons. ^ 

we have already given a geographical de- 

tion of Nova Scotia, and mentioned the par- 

liars of the new fettlemcnt of HaKfi^, we fliall 

only obferve, . t1iat it is furrounded on three 

by the fea, the gulph, and river of St. Lau- 

i that its original boundary to the weft wa's^ 

riv^r Pentagoct; but it is now contrafted 

in the river St. Croix, becaufe the crown of 

at Britain did, in the year one thousand fix 

dred ahd fixty-thr^e, grant to the duke of York 

territory of Sagudahac, ftrctching from St. 

X to the river of this jiame ; which was, in 

fequel, by an exprefs charter from the crown, 

xed to the province of the Maflachufet's bay, 

f of the four governments of New England. 

iHS country, lituated next to Nova Scotia, lies 

O3 * be- 
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Ai:.j754- beiwcco chc forty- Sni and iVty-fifth ckgrecs rf' 
fiorth btiiude, extending near three immiicd odes 
in length, and dbout two hunrred in brcaddu k* 
we bound it by thoie tra<is ^s^hich the French hue 
po£eiied : no part of the lettierrents of this cobh- 
oy, however, ftrcrches above Cxty niiics nom tic 
^ea. The fumnier is here intenfely hot, and the 
winter proporticnably fcvere : ncvcrtheWs the cE- 
mate is healthy, and the fky generally Icrcne, Tk 
(oil is not favourable to any cf the European kinds 
of grain ; but produces great plenty cf mair, 
which the people Jbake into bread, and brew imo 
beer, though their favourire drink is made <rf nso- 
laffes hopped, and impregnated with the tcps of 
the Ipruce-fir, which is a native cf this ccmxoy. 
The ground rainrs good flax and tolerable hen^ 
Htre are great herds of black cattle, ibme <^ thtm 
very large in fize, a vSft number of excellent faogSi 
a breed of fmall horfes, graceful, fwift, and hardy*, 
and large flocks of flieep, whofe wool, though not 
fo fine as. that of England, is manufafbured widi 
great fuccefs. 

The people moftly confift of a fubftantial yeo- 
manry, who culrivate their own freeholds, "and 
breathe the .true fpirit of independence, which is 
encouraged by a republican form of government, 
as well as of religion. 
"VewEng- New England is compofcd of the four provinces 
land. known by the names of New Hampfliirc, Mafla- 

chufet's Bay, Rhode liland, and Connecricut, con- 
federated for their common defence. 

The province of the Maflfachufet's Bay is ruled 
by a governor, a lieutenant-governor, a^ council, 
and a^n afiembly. 1 he two firft places, together 

with 
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zz with the miKtia, the chief pofts in the law and An;i754. 

Bc revenue, are ih the difpofal of the crown ; but the 

:- council is chofen by the reprefentatives of the 

}z people; yet the governor has a negative, from 

iz which he derives very confiderable influence. 

jc: The colony of Connedicut enjoys ftill greater 

^, privileges.^ ; ' ' 

^r, • Rhode Ifland is the fmalleft of the four, confift- 

u^ ing of the ifland fo called, and the old plantation 

J.J. of Providence, Their charter is the fame with 

'- that of Connefticut, and the province is extremely 

^ populous ; a circumfl:ance intirely owing to an un- 

., limited" freedom of religion, with which the inha- ' 

^ bitants are indulged. ' 

'New Hampfliire, the moft: northern of the four, 

, ^ is the' leafl: pop'ulous ; perhaps becaufe it is a royal 

government, the crown having the nomination of 

. all the officers of jufl:ice, the militia, and the 

members of the council. 

Thefe four provinces contain about three hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand inhabitants, including a 
fmall number of Blacks and Indians, from which 
,' an excellent militia might be raifed. This coun- 
try abounds with trading towns ; and Bofton, the 
capital of MaflTachufet's Bay, is the firft: city of all 
; North America, feated on a peninfula, at the bot- 
tom of a fine capacious harbour, defended from 
the violence of the fea by a number of iflands, and 
rocks, which appear above water. The entrance, 
which is narrow, is defended by the cannon of a* 
regular fortrefs. This town contains ten churches, 
1 and abouj twenty thoufand inhabitants, who carry 
on a very confiderable commerce. 

i> - ■ . ■ . 

; ' O 4 ' The 
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An. 1754V The commodities of New England conlift cf 
mails and yards, pitch, tar, and turpentine, ftavcs, 
lumber, boards, beef, ' pork, butter, chcefe, Indian 
corn and, peafe,. cyder, apples, hen^p, and flax, 
horfes, ^nd liv^ cattle. The trad^ in peltry is not 
very confiderable ; but their fiftiery employe a vaft 
. number of people, and above thirty-two ihoufand 
quintals of cod-fifli are annually exported from 
New jLngland to Spain, Italy, and the Mediter- 
ranean. -About nineteen thoufand quintals o£ an 
inferior fort are fent to the Weft Indies, for the ufe 
of the Oegroes. From the fugar-iflands the traders 
of Ne>v England import a vaft quantity of mo- 
laffes, from which/they diftil fpirits fwfficicnt al- 
mpft to fupply the other British colonies in North 
America, the Indian tracje of th^t continent, the 
>jlewfQundland filhery, and their conjimerce to th^ 
.. coall of Guinea. 

A great number of fliips forf^lc are buUt at 
BgftoDj and other towns in New England ; and, 
•vyith refpeft to trade, the inhabitants ^e carriers 
for all the pther colonies. They h^vc fet up ma- 
nufaftures for hats, woollen, an4 linnen, and ex- 
ceed all the other colonifts in induftry j^nd cou- 
rage. The French have intruded themfelves a 
conGderable way into the northern part of New 
Hampfliire, where they built the fort of Coh^r. 
New . New England is bounded on the Ibuth by Nevi^ 

Vork. York^ extending northerly, on both fides of thcj 
river Hudfon, about two hundred miles into the 
country 'poflefled by the Indian^ of the tive Na- 
tions, whprn the French diftinguiih by the namg 
» of the Iroquois ; but in breadth this provini:? does 

not exceed fifty miles^though it comprehends Long 
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Iflandy lyi^ to the fouthward of Conaedfcut, AJa*i7;4t 
remarkable for yielding plenty of grain, excellent; 
pailure, with a great number of horfes, fheep, and 
oxen* 

The capital, .which frona the province derives 
the name.Qf New York, i^ (ttuated on an excelleat 
harbour in the ifland Manahatton, extending four- 
teen mil^s in length, and five in breadth, at the 
mouth pf the noble river Hudibn, which is fia«> 
vigable for above two hunjdred miles* The city 
of New York is neatly built^ adorned with four 
churches, and contains about eight thoufimd inha* 
JpxtTjxt^^ the defccndants * of EngHih and Dutch> 
w^ 4enjoy aflourifliing trade in corn^ flour, and 
Other fpecies of provifipn. 
. At the di/t^nce of one hundred and fifty mdle& 
from New York ftands the town of Albany^ upoa 
th^ famf? pver, which, though jieitbcr large aor 
papulQi499 drives a great trade with the Indians, 
who are her^ fuppUed with coarfe woollen cloths 
and Ihirts, guns, hatchets, knives, hoes,* kettles, 
powder aivd fiiot, with divers other articles. In 
this plage all the treaties aod other tranfa^tions arc 
negotiated between the Engliih and the Iroquois, 
a coiifederacy of five Indian nations, who, by their 
union, courage, and military (kiU, had reduced a 
great nuimber of pther Indian tribes, and fubdued 
^ territory more extenfiv^ than the whole kingdom 
of France. They were about threefcore years ago 
abletQ bring ten thoufand warriors into the field ; 
but now ^e^r number is (b greatly diminiihed by 
wars, epidemical difeafes, and the ufe of fpirituous 
liquors,' that they cannot raife above fifteen hun- 
dred men, tyen though they have admitted into 
^ - ^ ' ' their 
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Ail* 1 754. their confederacy the nation of the Tufcaroras^ 
whom the Englifli drove frofti the confines of Ca- 
rolina, ' ... 

The niambcr of fou!s in the province of Nevr 
York amourits to about fourfcore thoufand ; an 
hofpitabl^ people, who live happil/ under a~ general 
indulgence in liberty of confcience. 
. The Mohok Indians- inhabit the country ad- 
vanced from Albany. The northern extremities 
of Ne,w Ham'pftiire and N/?w York are divided by 
the lakds* Champlain and Sacrament, between 
which the French had raifed the fort of Crown- 
Pointy which is now in pofleffion of the Englifti. 
Ncwjer- ' Contiguous to New York, and lying along the 
*^* coaft, in a foutherly direftion, is the' fmall pro- 

vince of New Jerfey, bounded on the weft by the 
river Delaware, which divides it from Penfylvania, 
extending about one hundred and ^ fifty miles in 
length, but in* breadth not more than one third part 
of that extent. The climate, foil^ and produce 
of thefe two provinces, as well as of Penfylvania, 
are fimilar. They yield great quantities of grain, 
fheep, horfes, hogs, and horned-cattle ;• all kinds 
of poultry and game' in great abundance; vege- 
tables of every fort in perfeftion, and excellent 
fruit, particularly peaches and melons. Their 
vaft foiefts abound with oak, afli, beech, chef- 
BUt, cedar, walnut tree, typrefs, hickery, faffafras, • 
and pine; but the timber is not counted lb fit for 
jfliipping as that of New England and Nova Sco-* 
tia. 'Thefe provinces produce great quantities of 
flax and hemp. New York affords mines of iron ; 
and very rich copper ore is found in New Jerfey. 
New Jerfey is fuppofed to contain about fixty thou* 

fand 
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fand fotils ; but as yet they have no town of any An, 1754. 
confequence, Perth-Amboy, which is their capital, 
being very thinly inhabited, though it has the ad- 
vantage of a comniodious harbour, capable of re- 
ceiving fliip^ of great burthen. The people of 
NeWiJerfcyfcnd the greater part of tJieir produce 
to the markets of New York and Penfylvania, to 
which they are contiguous. ^ > 

Penfylvania, lying to the fouthward of New Penfylva- 
Yort ^nd New Jerfey, is bounded on the other ^^^' 
fide. by -Marylatid, ftretching two hundred and 
.fifty miks in length, two hundred in breadth, 
and having ijo i:ommunication with thefea, except 
by the mouth of the river Delaware. . The inha* 
bitants of this flourifliing province, which was ori- 
ginally fetded by quakers under the aufpices of the 
ciekbrated William Penn, whofe defcendants are 
ftill proprietaries of the country, amount to above 
twoliundred and fifty thoufand, one half of which ' 
nunlber confifts of Dutch, Swedes, and Germans, 
who live together in admirable harmony, though , 

divided by a furprifmg diverfity of religions, com- 
prehending quakers,- churchmen, calvinifts, lu- 
therans, catholics,- methodifts, moravians, inde- 
pendants, anabaptifts, and a German fed: called 
durfiplers, who live in a. kind of religious fociety^ 
wearing long 43eards, and a habit refembling that 
of friars. This province may boaft of many con- 
fiderable towns v but the capital Philadelphia is v 

remarkably large, rich, and flourifhing. It ftands 
on a tongue of land, at the confluence of two na- 
vigable rivers, the Delaware and the Schulkel, dif- 
pofed i n the form of a regular oblong, and dcfigned J 

by the original plan to extend from the one to the 

other. 
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M' I7S4* otheh The ftreets, which are t>road, fpactaus, and 
umfortn^ crofs each other at right angles, leaving 
proper fpaces for churches, markets, and other 
public edifioes. The houles are neatly built of 
brick, the quays fpacious and magnificent, the 
warehoufes large and nuoierous, and the docks 
commodious an4 well contriyed for fhip-building. 
The number of inhabitants amounts to about fif- 
teen thoufand, and they carry on a confiderat^ 
trade with die Englifh, Fremrh, Spanilh, and Dutch 
colonies in America, with the Azores, Canaries, 
Madeira, Great Britain and Ireland, Spain, Pdrtu^ 
gal, and Holland. The cdbnifts^ who cnikivate 
the country, are hardy, iixluftribus, and genehiUjr 
fixbftantial \ and the inferior ^people among them 
manufadure both linen and woolen cloth for their 
own wearing. The commodities in which they 
trade are wheat, flour, .barley, oats, Indian corn, . 
pcai, beef, pork, cheef^, butter, cyder, beer, flax, 
hemp, linfeed oil, furs and deer-skins, ftaves, lum* 
ber, and iron. The importance of this colony 
may be eftimated by the value of the imports from 
England, which in the year one thoufand ieven 
hundred, and fifty-feveh, amounted to two hun- 
dred fixty- eight thoufand four hundred and twenty- 
fix poumis, fix fhillings, and fix pence fterling. 
The greateft inconvenience to which this province 
is expofcd arifes from phe- pacific principles of the 
quakers, who engfols th^ greateft fliarein the go- 
vcroment, amd are generally averfe to vigorous 
meafures^ even when they fcem neceffary for their 
own prefervation. Pcnfylvania is uriderftood to 
extend as far northerly as the banks of the lake Erie, 
where the French erefted a fort. They raifed another 
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9t fojue dtfta0ce to the fQuthward of the river Att ^* vj^ 
Beuf» ancl made other encroachmeots on this go* 
lony^ which we. fh^ mention m due order. 

Adjoining to pate of Penfylvania on the fea-^oaif: Mary^ 
lies the province of Maryland, a traft <rf knd fi- ***^* 
tuated along the bay of Chdapeak, in length about , 
one hundrt^d sind forty miles, and nearly of the 
iame breadth^ bounded on the north by Penfylva* 
nia, on the etd by the Adantic ocean> and by th^^ 
river Potowmack on the fbudi. This country wais^ 
firit planted with roman catholics by lord Balci*- 
more, to whom Charles IL granted it by patent*^ 
In the iequel, howeverv people of all religions were 
admitted into, this ietdement, and indulged with 
liberty of conicience^ and at prefent the reigning^ 
religion is that of the EngUih. church. The cli- 
masie is very fultry in.fummer, and not very ialu* 
brioufi* The foil is fruitful, and produces a^ great 
quantity of tobacco, which the people cultivate as 
iiieir ftaple commodity. The feat of government 
is eftablifhed at Annapolis, a fmall town beautifully 
iltuated on the river Patuxent, and hene the- go- 
vernor refides. The number of white inhabitants* 
within this jwovince does not exceed forty thou-* 
fand ; but there are upwards of fixty thoufand^ 
negroes, employed for the moft part in the cui- ' 
cure of tobacco, which they raife annually to the 
amount of forty, thoufand hogfheads. 

Tracing the fea-coaft ftill foutherly, the next Virginiu 
ietdement is Virginia, watered on the north by 
the river Potowmack^ which is the boundary be-* 
tween this and the colony lad defcribed, having ^ 
the bay of Chelapeak to the eail, bounded on the 
louth by Carolina^ and extending weftward with* 

out 
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An. 1754; out any prefcribed limits, though the plantation* 
have reached no farther than the great Allegany 
mountains ; fo that the province as now poffeffed 
ftretches in length about two hundred and forty 
miles, and in breadth not above two hundred, lying 
between the fifty-fifth and fortieth degrees of lati- 
tude. -. r 

In failing to Virginia, navigators fteer through 
a ftreight formed by two points calldd the Capes, 
into the bay of Chefafpeak, a large inlet that runs 
.three hundred miles into. the country from fouth 
to north, covered from the Atlantic ocean by the 
eaftern fide of Maryland, and a fmall portion of 
Virginia on the fame pcninfula. This noble bay 
is about eighteen miles broad for a confiderable 
fpace, and feven at its narroweft part, yielding- 
generally nine fathoms depth of water 5 on both 
fides it receives many navigable rivers, thofe on 
the Virginia fide being known by the names of 
James river, York river, the Rappahannock and 
Pdtowmack. This country, efpecially towards the 
fea, lies iery low and fwampy, and the foil is ex- 
tremely fertile. The air and weather are variable ; 
the heats of fumnrrer cxqeflive ; the frofts of winter 
fudden and intenftly cold \ fo that, upon the whole, 
the climate is neithier very agreeable nor healthy, 
the people being particularly fubjed to agues and. 
pleuritic diforders. The province abounds with vaft 
forefts of timber : the plains are covered with a fur- 
prlfing luxuriancy of vegetables, flowers, and flower- 
ing fhrubs, dilffufing the moft delicious fragrance. 
The ground yields plenty of corn, and every fore 
of fruit in great abundance and perfedtion. Horned 
cattle and hogs have here multiplied to admira- 
tion. 
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tion, finpc they were, firft imported from Europe, An. 1754,. 
The animals, natives of this ,and the neighbouring 
countries, are deer, panthers or tygcrs, bears, 
wolves, fox^s, fquirrels, racoons, and creatures' 
called opoffum§, with an infinite variety of bea,uti- 
ful birds, and a divcrfity of ferpents, , among which 
the rattlefnake is the moft remarkable- 

There are very few towns in Virginia : James- 
town, the antitot capital, is dwindled down to an 
inconfiderable village 5 and Williamfburg is far 
from being extenfive or populous, although the 
feat of government, where the governor refides, 
where the aflembly and courts of juftice are held, 
and a college hath been eftablifhed for the ftudy 
of the arts and fciences. 

., The number of white people in Virginia miay 
amount to feventy thoufand ; but the negroes are 
much more numerous. Thefe are chiefly cm- 
ployed in th^ ciilture of tobacco, the ftaple com- 
modity,-of which above forty thoufand hogfheads 
are yearly exported from this province. The na- 
tives likewife fiipply Great Britain with a.confider- 
able quantity of flax, hemp, iron, ftaves, walnut* 
tree, and cedar- planks -, and they trade largely 
with the Wefllndian iflands in lumber, ptch, tar, 
corn, and provifions. 

Virginia is bounded to the fouth by the tvyo jhe two 
Carolinas, fituated l?etween the fort'y-fixth and Carolinas. 
thirty- firft degrees of latitude •, the length amount- 
ing to upwards of four hundred miles, and the 
breadth extending ne.ar three hundred, as far as ' 
the In4ian nations called the Catawbas, the Creeks, 
and Cberokees. • 

• The 
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A«* 1754. The country of Carolina is di^ded into twa gjd^ 
irernments, of which the moft northern is the moft 
inconfideratblc. The climate in both is the fame, 
as welt as the foil : the firft is warm, though not 
tinhesdtby; the kft extremely fertile, yielding 
every thing in plenty which is produced in Virgi- 
nia, befides abundance of excellent oranges, and 
fenie commodities which are not found tothe north- 
ward. North Csurolina, though not fo opulent, i^ 
more populous than the fouthern part. The chief 
fown^ caSed Edenton, is no better than a trifling 
yiQage ; but the prefent governor has projeded 
another capirai farther fouth, upon the river Ncus; 
Th^ colonifts of North Carolina carry on a con- 
fiderable traffick in tar, pitch, tui^ntiHe, ilaves; 
fliingks, lumber, corn, peas, pork atid Beftf, to- 
bacco, deer-skins, indigo, wHeat, rice, becsl wait, 
tallow, bacon, and hbg^s lard^ cot^oA tind fquarcd 
timber, live cattle, with* the skins of bes^er, ra- 
coon, fox, minx, wild cat, s^d otter. South Ca«^ 
roUna is much better cultivated 1 the people bx€ 
more civili2ed, and the commerce mor^ impor^i^ti 
The capital of this province, called Chai'les-town^ 
is finely fituated at the confluence of two navig^lb 
ffivers, having the advantage of a commodious 
harbour. The town, which, for fizc, beauty, and 
commerce, may be deemed one of the firS: in 
North America, contains about eight hundred 
houfes well built ; and is regularly fortified^ Here 
the governor refides, and the aflfembly is convoked^ 
The merchants are rich and the people in general, 
gay, liberal, and expenfive. Their trade, exclu-' 
five of the articles we have already mentioned, a» 
common to this government, and that of North 

Caro- 
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ifolina, confifts of two chief ftaple commodities, An, 17541 
rice, and indigo, which they cultivate with great 
fuccefs ; and they have likewife iiiade fome pro- 
grefs in the culture of filk, which it is to be hoped 
will prpfpeV under the cherifhing wings of the legi- 
flature. ' ^ 

The moft fouthern of all piir fettlements bn this Georgia; 
coaft is. Georgia, extending about fixty miles from 
north to fouth along the feg^rlhore •, but widening 
in the inland parts to above one hundred and fifty, 
and ftretching almoft three hundred from the fea 
to the Apalachian mountains. This Country dif- 
fers very little from that of South Carolina, with 
wjiich it borders ; yet the fummcr is here more 
hot, and the foil not fo fertile. 

Savannah, the capital, ftands cdmmodioufly for 
trade, about teji miles from the fea, on a river of 
the fame name, navigable with large boats* twp 
hundred miles farther up to the fecond town, called 
Augufta, a place that flourifhes by the Indian trade 
of Ikins, which the inhabitants carry on with their 
neighbours the Creeks, the CJiickefaws, and the 
Cherokecs^ who ar6 the moft numerous and pow- 
erful tribes in America. 

Georgia is boundied on the fouth by the river 
Attamaha, at no great diftance from the Spanilh 
fort of St. Auguftin. The colony is but thinly 
inhabited, though it increafes in population^ and 
tlje inhabitants begin to raife large quantities of 
rice and indigo. 

Having thus exhibited a fuccinft view of the 
Britifli colonies in North America, for the informa- 
tion of the reader, we Ihall now refume the thread 
of our hiftory, and particularize the tf anfadions by 
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An. 1754. which the prefcnt year was diftinguilhed on this 
extenfivc continent. 

The government of England having received 
nothing but evafive anfwers from the court of 
France, touching the complaints that were made of 
the encroachments in America, difpatched orders 
to all the governors of that countfy to repel force 
by force, and drive the French from their fettk- 
ments on the river Ohio. Accordingly the pro- 
vinces of Virginia and Penfylvania took this im- 
portant affair into their confideration ; but, while 
they deliberated, the French vigoroufly profecuted 
their defigns on the other fide of the mountains. 
They lurprifcd Logs-town, which the Virginians 
had built upon the Ohio ; made themfclves mailers 
of the- Block-houfe and Truck-houfe, where they 
found (kins and other commodities to the amount 
of twenty thoufand pounds, and deftroyed all the , 
Britifli traders, except two who found means to 
efcape. At tlie fame time M. de Contrecoeur, 
with a thoufand men and .eighteen pieces of can- 
non, arrived in three hundred canoes from Venan- 
go, a fort they had raifed on the banks of the 
Ohio, and reduced by furprize a Britifti fort which 
the Virginians had built on jthe forks of the Mo- 
nangahela, that runs into the fame rivdr. 

Thele hoftilities were followed by divers (kir- 
miflies between the people of the two nations, 
which were foughr with various fuccefs. 

At length tiie governors of the En^lifli fettlc- 

ments received o ders from England to form a 

political confederacy, for their mutual -defence^ 

and the governor of New York was direfted to 

'^ confer with the chiefs of the Six Nations, with a 

view 
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vl^w tQ detach them from the French intcreft by ^» ^7S^' 
<^int of promifes and prefents of value, fent over 
for that purpofc. A congrefs was accordingly ap- A confc- 
pointed, at Albany, to which place the governor of jj^^j j^* 
New York repairecl, accompanied by commiffioners dians at 
from all the other Britifh fcttlements : but a very ^^^^Y* 
fmall number of Indians Arrived, and even thtfe 
leemed to be indifferent to the advances and ex- 
hortations that were made by the Englilh orator. 
The truth is, the French had artfully weaned them 
from their attachment to the fubjefts of Great Bri- 
tain. - Nevferthelefs, they accepted the prefents^ 
renewed their treaties with the king of England^ 
and> even demanded his afliftance in driving the 
French from the pofts and pofleiHons they had 
ufurped within the Indian* territories. 

It was- in confequence of the meafures here 
taken, that colonel Waftiington was detached from 
Virginia with four hundred men, and occupied a 
poll on the banks of the river Ohio, where he 
threw up feme works, and ereded a kind of an oc- 
cafiond fort, in hope of being able to defend him- 
felf in that fituation, until he (hould be joined by 
a reinforcement from New York, which however 
did not arrive. "While he remained in this fitua- 
tion, De Viller, a French commander, at the head 
of nine hundred men, being oh his march to dif- 
lodge Wafhington,- detached one Jamonville, an 
inferior officer, with a fmall party, and a formal 
fummons to Waftiington, requiring him to quit 
the fort, which he pretended was built on ground 
belonging t6 the French, or their allies. So little 
regard was payed to this intimation, that the Eng- 
lilh fcU upon this party, and, as the French af- 
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-An. 1754. firm, without the leaft piovocatidn, either flew or 

took the whole detachment. De Viller, inccnfed 

eoloncl at thefe uaprovoked hoftilities, nnarched up to the 

tonde-^' ^^^* which Wafliington for fome time fuftained 

featedand under manifold difadvantages. At length, how- 

JhT* ^\ ^^^^^ ^ furrcndered the fort upon capitulation^ 

on the for ^hc performance of which he left two officers 

Ohio. as hoftages m the hands of the French ; and in his 

retreat was terribly harra0ed by the Indians, wha 

plundered his ba^age and mafiacred his people. 

This event was no ibomer known in England^ 

than the Bricifh aixibaiEidor at Paris received dinec- 

dons IP complain of it to the French miniftry a$ 

an open violatfion of the peace ; but this reprefen* 

tatioo had no effcfi:. 

Both nations by this time foreiaw that a ruptun 
would be inevitable^ and each ceJblved to make 
fuitabie pireparations. France continued tQ fend 
Teinforcements of men, and fuf|dies q£ asnmuhi- 
tion to Quebec, for the profccutiort of her ambi- 
tious projefts ; and the miniftry of Great Britain 
tranfmitted laiutary cautions to Iht goverjjors of 
the provinces in North America, exhorting them 
to join their endeavours for repelling the incurfions 
of the enemy. 

Such an union as feemed neceffary for their- 
common prefervation- was not eafily €ffe6l:ed, . The 
different colonies were divided by different vicws^ 
and interefts, both religious and political: fae- 
fides, every fettleihent was diftrafted into faftions, 
formed by the governor and the demagogues of 
the aflembly : in other words, an oppofition like 
that in parliameat, and a continual fbuggle be- 
^ twecn 4:he liberties xsE the people and the prerc^a*- 
• I tive 
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live of the proprietor, whether fovcreign or fubjeft. Am 1754. 
Mr. Dinyriddie, governor of Vir^nia^ having de- 
manded a certain perquifite, or fee, for every pa- 
tent he fliould pafs for land, the affembly voted his 
demand ilkgal^ arbitrary, and oppreffive; de- 
clared, that every man who piayed it fliould be 
deemed an enemy to his country, and fent over an 
agent to London tp foHcit the fuppreflion of this 
impofition. The reprefentatives of the people in 
Penfylvania wafted the time in vain deliberations, 
and vic^cnt difputes with their proprietaries, while 
the enemy infcfted their frontiers. The colony of 
New York was filled with difcontent and animofity. 
Sir Danvers Oftorn, who had been appointed go- 
vernor of this province, died immediately after his 
arrival at New York, and the inftruftions he had 
received were expofed to public cenfure. The 
preamble inveighed feverely againft the want of 
duty, allegiance, loyalty, and unanimity, which 
had'lately appeared fo notorious in the affembly 6f 
that province, who had violated the royal commif- 
fion and inftruftions, by affuming to thenfifclves 
the power to^rfpofe of public money in the laws 
which they had occafionally paffed. This gentle- 
man was therefore diredled to infift upon the re- 
formation of all thofe public abufes, and upon the ' 
eftablifliment of a certain fupply for the fervice of 
the government, as well as upon the fettlement of 
a falary for himfclf. Moreover, his'majefty, ia/ 
thefe inftru£lions, fignified his will and plcafure. 
That all money raifed for the fupply and fupport of - 
government, or upon any emergency for imme- 
diate fervice, fliould be difpofed of and applied pro- 
.perly to the ufe for which it might ht granted, by 
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A»v'7S4« warrant from the governor, by and with the adWce 
and content of the council of the province, and no 
otherwife : That, neverthelcfs, the aflcmbly fhould 
be permitted, from time to time, to view and exa- 
mine the accounts of money difpofcd of, by virtue 
of laws which they had ertafted : That if any mem- 
ber of th^ council, or officer holdirig place of truft 
or profit within the government, fhould, in any 
manner whatever,, give his aflfcnt to, or in any wife 
adviie or concur with the aflembly in paffing any 
aft or vote, whereby the royal prerogative might 
be Icflened or imp^red, or any money be raifed or 
difpofed of for the public fervice, contrary to of 
inconfiftent with the method p/efcribed by thefe 
inftrudions, the governor fhould forthwith remove 
or fufpend fuch counlellor or officer fo offending, 
and give an immediate account of his proceedings 
to the»commiflioncrs of trade and plantations, 
Thefe were peremptory injunftions, which plainly 
proved, that the miniflry was determined to fup- 
port the prerogative with a high hand; but it muft 
be owned, at the fame time, that abundance of 
provocation had been given by the infolent oppofi- 
tion of fome turbulent individuals, who had exerted 
all their influence in difturbing and diflrefTmg the 
views and deligns of the government 

While the Britifh colonies in America were, by 
thefe divifions, in a great meafure difabled from 
making vigorous efforts againft the common ene- 
my, the adminiflration at home began to exert it- 
feh for their defence. Officers were appointed for 
two regiments, confifling of two battalions each, 
to be raifed in America, and commanded by Sir 
William fepperd . and governor Shirley, whcrhad 
^m ' en- 
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enjoyed the fame command in the laft war; and a An. 1754, 
body of troops was deftined for the fame fervlce. 

The moft remarkable incident that marked this The he- 

year on the continent of Europe was the conver- "ditary 

fion of the hereditary prince of Hefle CafTel, who He^ Caf- 

had efpoufed the princel's Mary of England. He fel pro- 

now declared himfelf a romani catholic, and was '^^^®^^® 

, roman ca- 

fuppofed to have been cajoled to this profeflion by thoHc re- 
the promifes of certain powers, who flattered his l»gion- . 
. ambition, in order to weaken the proteflant intereft 
. in Germany. His father, though deeply afFefted 
by his fon's apoftacy, did. not tail to take imme- 
diate meafurcs for preventing the evil confequences 
which might othcrwife have flowed from his defec- 
tion. He forthwith aflfembled the flates of the . 
l^ndgraviate, in order to take fuch meafures as 
might appear neceflfary to maintain the religion, 
laws, and conftitution of the country ; and the 
prince was laid under certain reftriftions, which he 
will not find it an eafy task to fet afide. It wals en- 
a6led, that when the regency fliould devolve to him 
by fucceflion, he fhould not have it in his power 
to alter the eftablifhed laws, or grant any church to 
perfons of the roman communion, for the public 
exercife of their religion ; and that he fhould be 
excluded from all fhare in the education of hi^ 
fpns, the eldefl: of whqm fliould be put in poflfef- 
.fion of the county of Hanau upon his father's ac- 
ceffion to-the regency of the landgraviate. Thefe 
refolutions were* .guarantied by the kings of Pruf- 
fia and Denmark, by the Maritime Powers, and 
the Evangelic Body of the empire. 

The exile of the parliament of Paris, far fro^n 
having intimidated the other tribunals from per- 
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An. I7S4- forming what they apprehended to be their duty> 
ferved only to inflame the difcontents of the people, 
and to animate all tlie courts of juftice to a full ex- 
ertion of their authority. The chatelet continued 
to profecute thofe priefts who refufed the fecrament 
f perfons whofe confcicnces would not ^Uow them 
to fubfcribe the bull Unigenitus, even after three 
of their members were fent to the Baflile. The 
fame profecutions were carried on, and bold remon- 
ftrances publilhed by the parliaments of Aix and 
Rouen. In a word, the whole kingdoni was filled 
with fuch confufion as threatened a total fuppref- 
fion of juftice, a general fpirit of difaffeftion, and 
univerfal anarchy. The prelates, mean while, feem- 
cd to triumph in the combuftion they liad raffed. 
They* entered into aflbciations to fupport each 
other : they intrigued at court, and harrafled the 
king with infolent declarations, until he grew tired 
of their proceedings, and opened his eyes to the 
fatal confequences of their pride and obftinacy . He 
even took an opportunity of exhorting the arch- 
biflibp of Paris to aft more fuirably to the charac- 
The par- ter of a clergyman. He recalled the parliament 
P^s^rc- ^^^^ exile, and they returned in triumph, amidft 
called ' the acclamations- of the people, who celebrated 
from ex- their arrival at ^ Paris with the moft extravagant 
demonftrations of joy ; and the archbilhop, not- 
withftanding the king's exprefs tieclaration to the 
contrary, ftill perlifting in countenancing the rc- 
cufant priefts, was baniftied to Conflans-fous- 
Charenton. 
AiFairsof In Spain, the ihtereft of Great Britain was Co 
Spam and ^varmly efpoufed, and fo powerfully fupponed by 
Mr. Wall, who had been refident in England, that 

. the 
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ijie French party, though countenanced by the An-*7St? 
queen mothel', and fuftained with all the influence 
of the marquis de la Enfenada the prijne miniftcfi 
was totally defeate4. The king being convinced 
that it would be for the intereft of his fubjefts to 
live on^ good ternis with England, and well ap- 
prifed of Enfenada's intrigues, ordered that mi- 
nifter to be arretted and confined, and befiowed 
,on Mr. Wall the beft part of his employ mentSw 
Neverthelefs the Spaniards in the Weft Indies, 
continued to opprefs the fubjedts of Great Bcit^n 
employed in cutting logwood in the bay of Hon- 
duras v and reprefentations on this he^d being 
made to the court of Madrid, the difpute was ami- 
cably adjufted. between Mr. Wall and Sir Benja- 
min Keene the Britifti amba0ador. While the in- 
tereft of Britain thus triumphed in Spain, it fcemed 
to lofe ground at the court of Lilbon. His Por- 
^uguefe majefty had formed vaft projefts of an ac- 
tive commerce, and even eftablifhed an Eaft In- 
dia company: in the mean time he could not 
|ielp manifefting his chagrin at the great quanti- n 
tics of gold which were yearly exported from his 
dominions, as the balance due from his fubjeds 
ptL Englifh commodities. In his endeavours to 
jcheck this traffic, which he deemed fir detrimental 
to his fubjeds, he inflifted hardfhips on' the Britifh 
merchants fejtled'at Lifbon : fome were imprifon- 
cd on frivolous pretences -, others deprived of their 
property, and obliged to quit the kingdom. He 
infifled upon laying an impofition of two per cen- 
tum on all the Portuguefe gold that fhould be ex- 
ported ; but the profits of the trade would not bear 
fuch an exaftion. Mean while, there being a 
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^^ »7S4- fcarcity of corn in Portugal, the kingdom was fup- 
plied from England ; and the people having no- 
thing but gold to purchafc this neceflary fupply, 
the king faw the neceffity of conniving at the cx- 
portation^of his coin, and the trade revencd into 
its former channel. 
picBri- On the fourteenth day of November the king 
^paj- of Great Britain opened the feflion of parliament 
opened./ with an harangue, which intimated nothing of aa 
approaching rupture. He laid, That the general 
ftate of affairs in Europe had undergone very little 
alteration fince their lalt meeting j that he had lately 
received the ftrongcft affurances from his good 
brother the king of Spain of friendfhip and con- 
fidence, which he would cultivate with harmo- 
ny and good faith. He declared his principal 
view (hould be to ftrengthen the foundation, and 
. fecure the duration of a general peace ; to improve 
the prefent advantages of it for promoting the 
trade of his good fubjefts, and protefting thofe 
pofleflions which conftituted one great fource of 
' their wealth and commerce. Finally, he exhorted 
them to compleat their plan for appropriating the 
forfeited eftates in the Highlands to the fervice of 
the public. He probably avoided mentioning the 
encroachments of France, that he might fupply no 
handle for debates on the addrefs, which was car- 
ried in both houfes almoft without oppolition. 

The government. fcemed determined to humble 
the infolence of the French councils ; and this dif- 
pdfition was fo agreeable to the people in general, 
that they begrudged no expence, and heartily con- 
curred with the demands of the miniftry. 

The 
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The commoiis granted for the fervice of the en- ^- »754- 
fuing year four millions feventy- three thoufand Suppliei 
feven- hundred and twenty-nine pounds ; one mil- ^^^ 
Hon ofthatfum cxprefly given for enabling his 
majefly to augment his forces by land and fea. 
Thirty -two thoufand pounds were allotted as a fub- 
fidy to the king of Poland, and twenty thoufand to 
the elector of Bavaria.* Thefe gratifications met * 
with little or no o ppofition in the committee of 
fupply ; becaufe it was taken for granted, that, in 
cafe of a rupture, France would endeavour to avail 
herfelf of her fuperiority by land, by invading his 
Britannic majefty's German dominion, and there- 
fore it might be neceflary to fecure the afliftance of 
fuch allies on the continent. That they prognof- 
ticated aright, with refpeft- to the defigns of that 
ambitious power, will foon appear in the courfe of 
this hiftory -, which will alfo demonftrate how little 
dependence is to be placed up6n the profefled at- 
tachment of fubfidiary princes. 
' The fupplies were raifed by the Handing branches 
of the revenue, the land-tax and malt tax, and a 
lottery for one million •, one hundred thoufand 
pounds of^ it to be dedufted for the fervice of the 
public, and the remaining nine hundred thoufand 
to be charged on the produce of the finking fund, 
^t the rate of three per centum per annum, to 
commence from the fifth day of January in the^ 
year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty fix. 

The civil tranfaftions of this feffion were con- 
fined to afewobjefts. Divers new regulations were 
made for encouraging and improving the whale and 
white herring iifhery, as well as forfinifhingand put- 
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An. 1754- ting in a proper ftatc of defence a new fort, lately 
built at Anamaboe on the coail of Africa. 

Mr. Pitt, the paymaftcr -general of the forces, 
brought in a bill, which will ever remain a ftaiid- 
ing monument of of his humanity. The poor dif- 
abled veterans, who enjoyed the penfionof Chelfet* 
hofpital, were fo iniquitoufly oppreffed by a fetof 
mifcreants, who fupplied them with money per ad- 
vance, at the moil exorbitant rates of ufury, that 
many of them with their families were in danger of 
ftarving *, and the intention of the government in 
granting fuch a comfortable fubfiftance, was in a 
great meafure defeated. Mr. Pitt, perceiving that 
this evil originally flowed from the delay of the 
fifft payment, which the penfioner could not touch 
till the expiration of a whole year after he had 
been put upon the lift, removed this neceffity of 
borrowing, by providing in the bill, that half ayear*s 
penfion ihould be advanced half a year before it is 
due ; and the praftice of ufury was effeftually pre- 
vented by a claufe, importing, that all contrafts 
ihould be void, by which any penfion migKt be 
mortgaged. This humane regulation was unani- 
mpufly approved, and having pafTed through both 
houfes with uncommon expedition, received the 
royal aflent. 

Notwithftanding the unanimity manifefted by 
(hire dec- ^j^g commons, in every thing relating to the mea- 
furejs for afting vigoroufly againft the common 
enemy of the nation, they were remarkably dif- 
turbed and divided by a contefted eledlion of mem- 
bers for Oxfordfliire. In the courfe of this dif- 
pute, the ftrength and influence of what they 

called 
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caHed the old and new intercft, or, to fpeak more. An. 1754. 
intelligibly, of the Tories and Whigs in that 
county, were fully difplayed. The cahdidaites fuf- 
tained on the fhoulders of the old intereft, - were 
the lord vifcount Wenman, and Sir James Dafti- 
'^ood 5 and their competitors, whom the new in- 
tereft fiipported, and of confequence the miniftry 
countenanced, were lord Parker and Sir Edward 
Turner. Never was any contention of this kind 
maintained with more fpirit and aninrM)fity, or car- 
ried on at a greater expence. One would have 
imagined that each fide confidered ' it as .a difpute 
which muft have determined, whether the nation 
thould enjoy its anticnt liberty, or tamely fubmit 
CO the fetters of corruption. Noblemen and gen- 
tlemen, clergymen and ladies, employed all their 
talents and induftry in canvafling for either fide, 
^throughout every townlhip and village in the 
county. Scandtd emptied her whole quiver of 
kifinuation, calumny, and lampoon ; corruption 
iwas not remifs in promiies and prefents : hpufes 
of entertainment were' opened ; and nothing was 
for finne time to be feen but fcenes of tumult^ 
riot, and intoxication. The revenue of many an 
independent prince on the continent would not 
have been fufficient to a^rd fuch fums of money 
a^ were expended Jn the courfc of this difpute. At 
length they proceeded to elcftion, and the fliertff 
made a double return of tAl the four candidates, 
-fo that not orie of them could fit, and the county 
Tcrtmntd without a reprefentative until this ambi- 
guous aflPair covfld be decided in the houfe of com- 
mons. About the middle of November petitions 
being prefented by the four candidates, as well as 
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An. 1754. by the gentlemen, clergy, and other freeholders oT 
the county, complaining of an undue eleftion, and 
double return,' the matter of thefc petitions was 
heard at the bar of the houfe on the third day of 
December. The counfel for lord Wenman and 
Sir James Daftiwood alledged, that they had the 
majority of votes upon the poll ; and this circum- 
ftance was admitted by the counfel on the other 
jQde : then they proceeded to prove by evidence, 
that, after doling the poll, thefhcrifiP declared 
the majority of votes to be in favour of thefe two 
candidates, and adjourned the court from the 
twenty-third day of April to the eighth of May, 
(6 that the fcrutiny demanded^ and granted on 
the behalf of lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner 
could not be difcufTed before the laft day of the 
month, when the writ was returnable : that; the 
fcrutiny did not begin 'till the ninth day of May, 
when the time was protradled by difputcs about 
the manner in which it fhould be carried on ; that 
lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner wqre allowed 
to objeft, through the whole poll, to the votes on 
the other fide, on pretence that their competi- 
tors Ihould be permitted to anfwer thefe objeftions, 
and, i^i their turn, objeft through the whole poll 
to the voters for lord Parker and Sir Edward Tur- 
ner, who fhould, in the laft place, have leave to 
anfwer: that lord Wenman and Sir James Dafti- 
wood had difapproved of this method, becaufe 
they apprehended it might induce thek competi- 
tors to make fuch a number of frivolous objedtions, 
that they fhould not have time to anfwer one half 
of them, much lefs. to make objeftions of their own 
before the writ fhould be returned : that, they 

fore- 
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forefaw, fuch a number of frivolous objeftions were An. 1754. 
made, as cngroffed the attention of the court till 
the twenty-feventh day of May -, fo that they could 
not begin to anfwer any of thefe objeftions till the 
twenty-eighth; and on tjie thirtieth the IherifF, . 
having clofed the fcrutiny, made the double return, * 
The proof being exhibited, the counlel infilled, 
that, as they had eftablilhed a majority on the poll, 
and demonftrated that this majority neither was 
nor could be overthrolvn by fuch an unfinifhed 
fcrutiny, it was incumbent on the other fide to 
proceed upon the merits of the cleftion, by en- 
deavouring to overthrow that majority of which 
their clients were in poflefl^.on. A queftion in tjie 
houfe being carried to the fame purpofe, lord ^ 
Wenman and Sir James Dalhwood objedted to five 
hundred and thirty voters on the other fide, whom 
they, propofed to difqualify. Their counfel exa- 
mined leveral witnefles, to prove the partiaHty of 
the fherifF in favour of lord Parker and Sir Ed- 
ward Turner ; and to deteft thefe candidates in 
the practice of bribery, for which purpofe they 
produced a letter in their own hand- writing. 
They afterwards proceeded to difqualify particular 
votes, and fummed up their evidence on the 
twenty-firft day of January. Then * the counfel 
for the other fide began to refute the charge of 
partiality and corruption ; and to anfwer the ob- 
jeftiofis that had been made to particular voters. 
They produced evidence to prove, that cuftoma- • 
ry freeholds, or cuftomary holdings, had voted 
at eledlions in the counties of Glamorgan, Mon- 
mouth, Gloucefter, Wells, and Hereford ; and 
that the cuftom^ry tenants of the manor of Wode- 

ftock. 
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An. 1754. ftock, in Oxfordfhire, had been reputed capable 
of voting, and even vpted at cleftions for that^ 
county.. In a word, they continued to* examine 
evidences, argue and refute, prove and difprove, 
until the twenty-third day of April, when, after 
fome warm debates and divifions in the houfe^ 
lord Parker and Sir Edward Turner were declared 
duly clefted ; and the clerk of the crown was or- 
dered to amend the return, by crazing the names 
c£ lord Wenman ^nd Sir James Dafhwood. Many 
who prefumed to think for themfelves, without 
recollefting the ppwer' and inftuence of the admi- 
niftration, were aftopilhed at the ifiue of this dis- 
pute; which, however, might have eafily been 
forefeen j inafmuch as, during the courfe of the 
proceedings, moft, if not all, of the many queftions 
debated in the houfe, were determined by a great 
' majority in favour of the new interefl:. A great 
number of copy-holders had been admitted to vote 
at this eledlion, ancl the flieriff incurred no cenfui'e 
for allowing them to take the oath appointed by 
law to be taken by freeholders : neverthelefs the 
. (:ommotis carefully avoided determining ' the que- 
ftion. Whether copy-holders, poflefled of the 
yearly value of forty Ihillings, clear of all deduc- 
tions, have not a right to vote for knights to re- 
prefent the fhire within which their copy-hold 
eftates are fituated ? This point being kft doubt-^ 
fill by the legiflature, puts it often in the power 
of the IherifF to return which of the candidates 
he pleafes to fupport ; for, if the majority of 
the voting copy-holders adheres to the ititcrefts of 
his favourites, he will adnjit their votes both on 
the poll and the fcrutiny : whereas, Ihould they be 

other- 
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Otherwife difpofed, he will rejedl them as unqua- An. 1755. 
lified. What cfFedt this praftice may havfe upon' 
the independency of parliament, every perfon muft 
perceive, who reflefts, that in almoft all the coun- 
ties of England the high fheriiffs are annually ap- 
pointed by the; minifter for the time being. ' 

The attention of the legiflature was chiefly 
turned upon the conduft of France, which pre* 
fer'ved tio medium, but feemed intent upon ftrik- 
ing fome important blow, that might fcrve^ as z 
declaration of war. At Bred, and other ports in 
that kingdom, the French were employed in equip- 
ping a powerful armament, and made no fcruple 
to own it was intended for North America* 

Towards the latter end of . March Sir Thomas MefTagc 
Robinfon,. fecretary of ftate, brought a mcflage ^^^^ ^^ 
from the king to the parliament, intimating, That the houfe 
his majefty having at the beginning of 'the feflion ^^ corn- 
declared,, that his principal objeft was to preferve 
the public tranquillity, and at the fame time to 
proteft thofe poffeflions which conftitute one great 
fource of the commerce and wealth of his king- 
doms; he now finds it neceflary to acquaint the 
hpufe of commons, that the prefent fituation of 
affairs make it- requifite td augment his forces by 
fea and land, and to take fuch other meafures ias 
may bed tend to preferve the general peace of Eu- 
rope, and to fecure the juft rights and poireflions 
of his crown in America, as well as 'to repel any 
attempts whatfoever that may be made to fupport 
dv countenance any defigns which may be formed 
againft his niajefly and his kingdoms ; and his ma- 
jefty doubts not but his faithful commons, on 
Whofe aJFeftion and zeal he intirely relies, wiJi en- 
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^ ^7S5* ^bk him to make fuch. augmeAtations, and to take 
' fuch irieafures for fupporting the hono^r ^^ hisr 
crown, and the true intercfts of his people, and for 
the fecurity of his dominions in the prefent critical 
conjuncture, 'as the exigency of affairs may re- 
quire; in doing which his majeily will have as 
much regard to die eafe of his good fubjedbs, . as 
Ihall be confiftent with their fafety and welfare. 

In anfwcr to this meflage a very warm and at- 
fedionate addrefs was prefented to his majeily;^ 
and it was on this occafion that the million was 
granted, for augmenting his forces by fea and 
land. 

The miniftry having refolved to fend a body of 
forces to America, to aft in conjunftion with the 
provincial troops raifed on that continent, it be* 
came neceflary that the mutiny-aft fliould be ren» 
dered more clear and extenfive. When this bill 
therefore fell under confideration, it was improved 
Additic. with a new claufe, providing, Th^t all officers and 
to^ihem^o! foldiers of any troops, being muttered and in pay, 
ney-bill. which are or fhall be raifed in any of the Briti(h 
provinces in America, by authority^ of the refpec- 
tive governors or governments hereof, Ihall, at all 
times and in all places,, when they happen, to join 
or aft in ^pnjunftion with his majefty's Britilh 
forces, be liable to martial law and difcipline, in 
like manner, to all intents and purpofes, as the 
Britilh forces are and (hall be fubjeft to tl^e iame 
trial, penalties, and punifhments. 

The court of Verfailles, notwithftaqding; the af- 
fiduity and difpatch w|uch they were exerting in 
equipping armaments and embarking troops for 
the fupport^of their ambitious fchenxcs in America, 
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ftill continued to amufe the Britiflx miniftry with An. i7Si- 
genersii-dei^arations that no fiofliUty was intended, 
nor the kaft infringement of the treaty. 

The earl pf Albemarle, the Englifh ambaflador 
M Paris, having lately died in that city; thefe aflu- 
rances were communicated to the court of London 
by the marquis dc Mirepoix, who refided in Eng- 
' land with the fame charadter^ which he had fup- 
ported fince his firft arrival with equal honour and 
politenefs. On this occafion he himfelf was fo far 
impofed upon by the inftrudiojis he had received^ 
that he believed the profcflions.of his court were 
linccre, and fcrioufly endeavoured to prevent a 
rupture between the two nations. At length, 
however, their preparations were fo notorious that 
he began to fufpedt the confequcnce; and the 
Englilh miniftry produced fuch probfs of their in- 
fmcerity and double dealing, that he feemed to be 
ftruckwith £ftonifliment and chagrin. . He re- 
paired to France, and upbraided the miniftry of 
Verfailles for having made him the tool of their 
diffimulation. They referred him to the king, 
/ who ordered him to return to London, with frelh 
affurances of his pacific intentions*: but his prac- 
tice agreed fo ill with His profeffions, that the am- 
baiTador had fcarce obtained an audience to com- 
municate them, when undoubted rntelligence ar- 
rived, that a powerful armament was ready to fail 
from Breft and Rochfort. The government of 
Great Britain, aroufed by this information, imme- 
diately took the ^moft expeditious methods for ^ 
equipping a fquadron -, and towards the latter end 
of April, admiral Bofcawen failed with eleven fhips 
of the line and one frigate, having on board a coa- 
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An- 1755. fidcrable number of land-forces, to attend the mo- 
tions of the enemy : but more certain an^ parti- 
cular intelligence arriving foon after, touching the 
ftrength of the French fleet, which confiftcd of 
twenty five fhips of the line, befides frigates and 
tranfports, with a g'cat quantity of warlike ftores, 
and four thoufand regular troops commanded by 
the baron Dieflcau, admiral Holbourne was de- 
tached with fix (hips of the line, and one frigate, 
to reinforce Mr. Bofcawen ; and a great number of 
capital (hips were put in commiffion. 

In the beginning of May the French fleet, com- 
manded by Mr. Macnamara, an officer of Irifli ex- 
traftion, failed from Breft, direfting his courfe to 
North America -, but, after having proceeded be- 
yond the chops of the Englilh channel, he returned 
with nine of the capital Ihips, while the reft of the 
armament-continued their courfe under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Bois de la Mothe. 
End of On the t,wenty-fifth day of April the king went 

thcfcifion. iQ the houfe of lords, where, after giving the royal 
aflent to the bills then depending ^ for granting a 
certain fum out of the finking-fund, for the relief 
of infolvent debtors, for the better regulation ol 
the marine forces on fliore, for the better raifing 
of marines and fe^men, and to feveral other public 
and privatv^ bills -, his majefty put an end to the 
feflion of parjiainent by a fpeech, in which he ac- 
quainted the two houfe«. That the zeal they had 
fliewn for fupporting the honour, rights, and pof- 
fedions of his crowns had afforded him the gre^teft 
fatisfattion : That his defire to preferve the public 
tranquillity had been fincere and uniform : That 
he had rdigiouBy adhered to the ftipulations of 

the 
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the treaty of Aix-la-Chapclle, and made it his care An. 175 j. 
not to injure or offend anys power whatfoever ; but 
that he never could entertain a thought of pur- 
chafing the name of peace at the cxpence of fufFer- 
ing incroachments upon, or of yielding up, what 
juftly belonged to Great Britain, cither by antient 
pofleflioi^ or by folemn treaties: That, the vigour 
and firmnefs of his parliament, on this imporunt 
occafion, had enabled him to be prepared for fuch 
contingencies as might happen : That if reafon- 
able and (honourable terms of accommodation 
could be agreed upon, he would be fatisfied, and, 
in all evejits, rely on the juftice of his caufe, the 
cfFeftual fupport of his people, and the proteftion 
of Divine Providence. The parliament was then 
prorogued to the twenty-feventh of May.. 

Whilfl: all Europe was in fufpence about the Prepara- 
fate of the Englifli and French fquadrons, prepa- ^^^r.* 
rations for a vigorous fea-war were going forward 
in England with an unparalleled fpirit and fuccefs. 
Still the French court flattered itfelf that Great 
Britain, out of tendernefs to his majefty's German 
dominions, would ,defift from hoftilities. Mire- 
poix continued to have frequent conferences with 
the Britilh miniftry, who made no fecret that their 
admirals, particularly Bofcawen, had^orders to attack 
the French (hips wherever they fhould meet them. 
On the other hand, Monf. de Mirepoix declared. 
That his mafter would confider the firft gun fifed ^t The 
fea, in anvhoftile manner, as a declaration of war. ^^^^^ 
, This menacje, far from intimidating the Englifti^ dorVdc- 
made. them redouble their preparations for war. ^^^ratioa. 
The prefs for feamen was carried on with extraopdir 
nary vigour in ail parts, of this kingdom, ^%^sX] as ip 
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An. 1755. Ireland ; and great prcmiun:is were given not orily 
by the government, but alfo, Gv6r an4 above his 
majcfty's bounty, by almoft aH the confiderable ci- 
ties and towns in England, to fuch as (hould inlift 
voluntarily for failors or foldiers. Other branches 
of the public fervicc went on with equal alacrity t 
and fuch was the eagernefs of the people to lend 
their money to the government, that inftead of one 
million, which was to be raifed by way of lottery, 
' three millions eight hundred and eighty thoufand 
pounds were fubicribed immediately. 

The fituaiion of affairs requiring his majefty td 
go to Germany this fummer, great apprehenfions 
arofe in the minds of many, left the French fliould 
f cither intercept him in his journey, or prevent his 
return. The earl Poulet had made a motion in 
the houle of lords, humbly^to reprefcnt to his ma- 
Earl Pou* jf fty, *' That it was an article in the original aft of 

lets xno- J ^' o '^ 

tion a* fettlcment, by which the fucceflion of thefeiing- 
gainft his domS devolved to his eleftoral hbufe, that the king 

xnaicilv's 

going to fliould not go to his foreign dominions without the 
Germany, confeht of parliament ; and that this was a princi- 
pal article in the compad between the crown and 
the people : That though this article was repealed 
in the late reign, yet, till of late, it had always 
bfcn the Cuftom^for his majefty to acquaint the 
parliament with his intended departure to his Ger- 
man dominions, both in regard to the true fenfe 
and fpirit of the act that placed him on the throne, 
as well as for the paternal kindnefs of his royal 
heart, and the condefcenfion he had been fo good 
to fhew his parliament on all occafiorts -, but that 
his majefty's declaration of his defign to vifit his 
electoral eftatts had always come on- the laft day 

of 
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of a feffion, when it was too late for the great con- An. 1755. 
ftitutional council of the crown to offer fuch advice 
as might otherwife have been expedient and ne- 
teflary : That his majefty's leaving his kingdoms 
in a conjunfture fo pregnant with diftrefs, fo de- 
nunciative of danger, would not only give the 
greateft advantage to fuch as might be difpofcd t6 
ftir up difafFcftion and difcontent, and to the con- • 

ftitutional and national enemies of England ; but 
would alfo fill his loyal fubjefts with the moft af- 
fefting concern, and moft gloomy fears, as well 
for their own fafety as for that of their foVereign, 
whofe invaluable life, at ail times pf the utmoft 
corifequence to his people, was then infinitely fo,' 
by reaibn of his great experience, the afieftion of 
everyone to his royal perfon, and the minority of 
the heir apparent." Such, was the purport of this 
motion i but it was not feconded by atfiy'of the 
ether lords. ' 

The general urieafinefs; on account of his majef- Regency 
ty's departure, was greatly increafed by an appre- ^^^^^^^j^^ 
henfion that there would, during his abfencc, be king's go- 
no good agreement amongft the regency, which ^S" *® 
confifted of the following peribns : his royal high- 
nefs William fluke' of Cumberland 5 Thomas lord 
archbifliop of Cantert)ury ; Philip earl of Hard- 
wicke, lord high chancellor ; John* earl of Gran- 
ville, prefident of the council ; Charles duke of 
' Marlborough, lord privy- feal •, John duke of Rut- 
fend, fteward of the houlhold ; Charles duke of 
Grafton, lord chamberlain ; Archibaild duke of Ar- 
gyle -, the duke of Newcaftle, firft commiflioner of 
the trcafury ; the duke of Dorfet, matter of the 
horlc i the earl of Holdernefle, one of the fecreta- 
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An- 1755. rics of ftatc ; the earl of Rochford, groom of the 
llolej the marquis of Hartington, lord lieutenant 
of Ireland j lord Anfon, firft commiflioner of the 
admiralty, Sir Thomas Robinfon, fecretary of 
ftate ; and Henry Fox, Efqj fecretary at war. 

His majefty fet out from St. James's on the 
twenty-eighth of April early in the morning, em- 
barked at Harwich in the afternoon, landed the 
next day at Hclvoetfluys, and arrived at Hanover 
on the fecond of May. 
Bofciw* Admiral Bofcawen, with eleven ftiips of the line 
dition^^^ and a frigate, having taken on board two regi- 
ments at Plymouth, failed from thence on the 
twenty-feventh of April for the banks of New- 
foundland; and, in a few days after his arrival 
there, the French fleet from Brefl; came to the fame 
ftation, under the command of M. Bois de la 
Mothe. But the thick fogs, which prevail upon 
. thofe coafts, efpecially at that time of the year, 
. kept the two armaiiients from feeing each other ; 
and part of the French Iquadron efcaped up the 
river St. Laurence, whilil another part of them 
went round, and got into the fame river through 
the ftreights of Bellifle, by a way which was never 
known to be' attempted before by Ihipsof the line.. 
Jiowever, whilft the Englifh fleet lay ofi^ cape Race, 
which is thefouthern-moft point of Newfoundland, 
and wa^ thought to be the mofl: proper fituation 
for intercepting the enemy, two French ftiips, the 
Alcide, of fixtyfpur guns, and four hundred and 
eighty men, and thip Lys, pierced for fixty-four 
, guns, but mounppg only twenty-/two, and having 
eight companies of land-forces on board, being fe- 
par^ted from the reft of ;heir fleet in the fog, fell 
6 in 
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in v^itKthe Dunkirk, captain Howe, and the De- Ao. 1755, 
fiance, captain Andrews, two fiXty-gun ftiips of 
the Englifh fquadron ; and after a fmart engage- 
nient, which lafted feme hours, and in which cap- 
tain, afterwards lord, Howe behaved with the 
greateft Ikill and intrepidity, were bqth taken, The AU 
with feveral confiderable officers and engineers, ^y^uJc- 
and about eight thoufand pounds in money. em 

. I'hough the taking of thefe jfhips, from which 
the commencement of the war may in faft be 
dated, fell greatly fhort of what was hoped for from 
this expedition -, yet, when the news of it reached 
England, it was of infinite fervice to the public 
credit of every kind, and animated the whole na- 
tion, who now faw plainly that the government 
was. determined to keep no farther meafures with 
the French, but juftly to repel force by force, and 
put a ftop to their fehding more men and arms to • 

invade the property of the Englifh in Anieri- 
ca, as they had hitherto done with impunity. 
The French, who, for fome time, did not even at- 
tempt to make reprifals on our Ihipping, would 
gladly have chofen to avoid a war at that time, and 
to have continued extending their incroachments 
on our fettlements, till they had executed their 
grand plan of fecuring a conrimunication from the 
Mifliflippi to Canada by a line of forts, m^ny of 
Which they had already erefted, and had alfi> de- 
ftroyed one of our's on the Ohio ; whilft they en- 
deavoured to amufe us with fruitlcfs negociations 
about the boundaries of Nova Scotia. 

Upon the arrival of the news of this aftion at The am- 
Pari3, the French ambaffador, M. de Mirepoix, . ^l^}^^^ 
was recalled from London, and M, de BuEy fiom recalled, 

Hano- 
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Aft* 1755. Hanover, where he had juft arrived, to attend the 
king of England in a public charafter. They 
complained loiidly of Bofcawen's attacking the 
fliips, as a breach of national faith : -but it was juft- 
ly retorted on the part of England, that their in* 
croachments in America had rendered reprifals 
both juftifiable and neceffary. The refblution of 
making them was the efFed ^mature deliberation 
\n the Englifli council. The vaft increafe of the 
French marine of late years, which, in all probabi- 
lity, would foon be employed againft Great Britain, 

Ordersrfor very properly occafioned an order for making rc- 

ffcneraf P^fals general in Europe as well as in America ; 

fcprifals and that all French fhips, whether outward or 

won tiie homeward bound, Ihould bd ftopt and brought in- 
to Britilh ports. To give the greater weight to 
thefe orders^ it was refolvcd to fend out thofe ad- 

• mirals who had diftioguilhed thcmfelvcs moft 

towards the end of the laft war. Accordingly, 

CfHifes on the twcnty-firft of July, Sir Edward Hawke 

sdraii^ls ^^^^^^ ^^ ^ cruize to the weftward with eighteen 
Hawke ftiips of the line, a frigate, and a floop -, but, not 
and Byng. meeting with the French fleet, thefe Ihips returned 
to England about the latter end of September and the 
beginning of Oftober-, on the fourteenth of which 
laft month another fleet, confifting of twenty- two 
ihips of the line,' two frigates, and two floops, 
failed again on a cruife to the weftward under ad- 
miral Byng, in hopes of intercepting the French 
fquadron under Dug^ay, ^nd likewife that com- 
manded by La Mothe, in cafe of its return from 
America. But this fleet likewife i^eturned to Spit- 
head on the twenty-fecond of No-vember, without 
having been able to. efFcft any thing,^ though it 
.A was 
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ms allowed by all, that the admiral had afted ju- An* 1755; 
dicioufljr in the choice of his ftations. 

While thefe mcafures were puriiiing, for the ge- Prcpara- 
neral fecurity of the Britilh coafts and trade in Eu- "°"*^ ^^ 
rope, feveral new fhips of war were begun, and tinuci 
i^orked at with the utmoft expedition, in his ma- 
Jefty's docks: twelve frigates and floops, con-^ 
trafted for in private yards, were finifhcd by the 
month of Auguftj and twenty-four Ihips and 
twelve colliers were then taken into the fervice of 
the government, to be fitted out as veffcls of war, 
to carry twenty guns and a hundred and twenty 
men each. 

To give the greater fpirit to the Englifh failors, 
and to encourage the workmen in the dock yards, 
his royal highnefs the duke of Cumberland went 
this fumilier to Portfmouth, where he was received 
with the greateft honours ; and the lord Anfon, 
with other lords of the admiralty, vifited that place^ 
and feveral other parts of the kingdom, in order 
to forward the maritime preparations. 

In the mean time the French trade was fo an- The trade 
faoyed by the Englifli cruifers, that, before the end ^^ the 
of this year, three hundred of their merchant-lhips, ^^^y 
'many of which, from St. Domingo and Martinico, diftrciTcd, 
were extremely rich, and eight thoufand of their 
failors were brought into Engiifli ports. By thefe 
captures the Britifh miniftry anfwered many pur- 
pofes : they deprived the French of a great body of 
feamen, and with-held from them avery large proper- 
ty, the want of which greatly diftreffed their people, 
and ruined many of their traders. Their outward- 
bound merchant ihips were infured at the rate of 
thirty per ceiit. whilft tjie Englifh paid no more than 

the 
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An* *75S' the common infurance. This incolerabk burden 
was felt by all degrees of people amongft them : 
their miniftry was publicly reviled, even by their 
< parliaments ; and the French name, from being 
the terror, began to be the contempt of Europe. 
Their uneafmefs was alfo not a little heightened by 
new broils between their king and the parliament 
of Paris, occafioned by the obftinacy of the clergy 
' of that kingdom, who feemed. determined to fup- 
* port the church, in all events, againlt the fecular 
tribunals^ and, as much as pc'flible, to enforce the 
obfervance of the bull Unigcnitus, which had long 
been the occafion of fo many difputts among 
them. However, the parliament continuing firm, 
and the French king approving of its conduft, 
the' ecclefiaftics thought proper to fubmit for the 
prefcnt ; and, in their' general aflembly this year, 
. granted him a free gift of fixteen millions of li- 
vres, which he demanded of them •, a greater fum 
than they had ever given before, even in time of 
war. 

In the beginning of this year the aflembly of 
Maflachufet's Bay in New England pafled an adt, 
prohibiting all correfpondence with the French at 
Louifburg -, and early in the fpring they raifed a 
body of troops, which was tranfportcd to Nova 
Scotia, to aflift lieutenant-governor Laurence in 
driving the French from the incroachments they 
had maJc upon that province. 

Accordingly, towards the end of May, the go- 
vernor fent a large detachment of troops, under 
the command of lieutenant- colonel Monkton, upon 
this fervice ; and three frigates and a floop were 
difpatched up the bay of Furidy, under the com- 
mand 
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mand of captain Rous, to give thcif afliftance by An. 1755. 
fea^ The troops^ upon their arrival at the river 
Maflagualhj found the paffage ftopt by a large 
number of regular forces, rebel neutrals, or Aca- 
dians^^nd Indians, four hundred and fifty of whom 
were pofted in a block-houfe, with cannon mount- 
ed on their fide of the river i and the reft were 
pofted within a flrong breaft-work of timber, 
thrown Up by way of outwork to the block-houfe. 
TheEnglifli provincials attacked this place \yith 
fuch fpirit, that, in an hour's time, the enemy 
were obliged to fly, "and leave them in pofleffion 
of the breaft-work; whereupon thegarrifon in the 
block-houfe deferred it, and left the paffage of the 
river free. From thence colonel Monkton ad- Beau-fc- 
vanced to the French fort of Beau-fejour, which jo"*'Y^ 
he inverted, as far at leaft as the fmall number of MonJooe* 
his troops would permit, on the twelfth of June ; 
and, after four days bombardment, he obliged it to 
furrender, though the French had twenty-fix pieces 
of cannon mounted, and plenty of ammunition, 
and the Englifli had not yet placed a fingle can- 
non upon their batteries. The garrifon was fent to , 
LouiflDOurg, on condition of not bearing arms in 
America for the fpace of fix months ; and the Aca- 
dians, who had joined the French, were pardoned, 
^n confideration of their having been forced into 
that fervice. 

Colonel Monkton, after putting a garrif9n into 
this place, and changing its name into that of Cum- 
berland, the next day attacked and reduced the 
other French fort upon the river Gafpereau, which 
runs into bay Vertc ; where he likewife found a 
large quantity of provifions and ftores of all kinds, 

that 
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An. 1755. that being the chief magazine for fupplying th* 
French Indians and Acadians with arms, ammuni* 
tion, ^d other necefTaries. He then difarmed 
thefe laft, to the number of fifteen thoufs|nd i and, 
in the mean time, captain Rous with his fhii^ failed 
to the mouth of the river St. John, to attack the 
new fort the French had ereded there ; but they 
faved him that trouble, by ^abandoning it upoo his 
appearance, after buriting their cannon, blowing 
up their magazine, and deilroying, as far as they 
had time, all the works they had lately raifed« 
The Engli(h had but twenty men killed, and about 
the fame number wounded, in the whole of this 
eicpedition, the fuccefs of which fccured the tran- 
quillity of Nova Scotia. 

While the New Englanders were thus employed 
in reducing the French in Nova Scotia, prepara- 
tions were made in Virginia for attacking them 
upon the Ohio. A fort was built, which was like- 
wife called Fort Cumberland, and a camp formed, 
at Wills's Creek-, and, on the fourteenth of Ja- 
Gcncral nuary of this year, major general Braddock, with 
Brad- colonel Dunbar's and colonel Halket's regiments 
fortunate' ^^ ^^^^> failed from Cork in Ireland for Viiginia, 
expedx- where they all landed fafe before the end of Fe- 
^^' bruary. This general might confequently have 
entered upon action early in the fpring, had he nil 
been unfortunately delayed by the Virginian con- 
traftcKs for the army, who, when he was ready to 
; march, had neither provided a fufficient quantity 
of provifions for his troops, nor a competent num- 
ber of carriages for his army. 

This accident was forefeen by almofl: every perfon 
who knew any thing of our plantations upon the 

conti- 
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continent- of America : for the people of Virginia j *^' *755- 
who thiqk of np produce but their tobacco, and 
do not raife corn enough even for their own fub- 
fiftance, being, by the nature of their country, 
well provided with the conveniency of water-con- 
yeyance, have but few wheel- carriages, or bealts of 
butden i whereas Penfylvania,. which abounds in 
corn, and nioft other forts of provifions, has but 
little water-carriage, efpecially^ in its weftern 
fettlements, where its inhabitants have great 
numbers oC carts, waggons, and horfes. Mr. 
Brad4Qck fhould therefore certainly, in point of 
prudence, have landed in Penfylvania : the con- 
tract for fupplying his troops ftiould have been 
made with fome ot the cl/ief planters there, vfha 
could eafily, have performed their engagements 5 
^nd if his camp had been forrped near Frank*s- 
town, or fonjewhere upqn the fouth-weft borders 
of that province, he would not hare had eighty 
iniles to march from thence to Fort Du Quefne, 
inftead of an huncired and thirty miles that he had to 
advance fromWills's Creek, where he did encamp, 
through roads neither better nor more prafticable 
than the other would have been. This error, in 
the very beginning of the expedition, whether ow- 
ing to an injudicious preference fondly^ given to the 
Virginians in the lucrative job of fupplying thefe 
troops, or to any othej caufe, delayed the march 
of the army for fome weeks, during which it was 
in the utmoft diftrefs for neceffaries of all kinds ; 
and would probably have defeated the expedition 
^ intirely for that fummer, had not the contraftors 
found means to procure fome affiftance from the 
back fettlements of Penfylvania, But even when 

thefe 
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An. 1755. thefe fupplies did arrive, they confifted of only fif- 
teen waggons, and an hundred draught horfes, in- 
ftead of an hundred and fifty waggons and three 
hundred horfes, which the Virginian contraftors 
had engaged to furnifh, and the provifions were fo 
bad that they could not be ufed. However, fortici 
gentlemen in Penfylvania, being applied to in this 
exigency, amply made up for thefe deficiencies, and 
the troops were by this m^ns fupplied with every 
thing they wanted. 

Another, and ftill more fatal, error was com- 
mitted in the choice of the commander for this ex- 
pedition. Major-general Braddock, who was ap- 
pointed to it, was undoubtedly a man of courage, 
and expert in all the punftUios of a i^eview, hav- 
ing been brought up in the Englilh guards j but 
he was naturally very haughty, pofitive, and dife- 
cult of accefs ; qualities ill fuited to the temper of 
the people amongft whom he was to command. 
His extreme feverity in matters of difcipline hid 
always made hjs foldiers diflike him ; and the ftrid 
military education in which he had been trained 
from his youth, and which he prided himfelf on 
ftriftly following, made him hold the American 
militia in great contempt, becaufe they could not 
go through their exercife with the fame dexterity 
and regularity as a regiment of guards in Hyde- 
Park, little knowing, or indeed being able to form 
any idea of the difference between the European 
manner of fighting, and an American expedition 
through woods, deferts, and moraflfes. Before he 
left England, he received, in the handrwriting of 
colonel Napier, a fet of inftruftions. from the duke, 
of Cumberland, which did honour to the military 

IkiU 
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BtnioftI»i2itprm€€. 'B^ thcfe inftm£lions^ the at- Ah. 175^. 
tempt upon Niagara was, itt a gfcat meaftrre^ 'i^i. 
*f rred to Wtti ; and the reduftion of Crowa- Point 
"Was to be left chiefly to the provincial forced. But*, 
above ali, his royal highiiefr, both Verball/' aftd ift 
thi^^rititt^, frequently cautioned Kim carefully to 
bewart biFun atnbulh or {utpthc. f nftead of regwr d- 
ing this falutary caution, his conceit of his aw(l - 
iabilitfesinade him diftjain tb, afk the opinion of any " 
utrder his command > ''Arid^ the Indians^ ^ho v^ould 
have httn hfe fafeft gx!iardi^ againft tM& danger in 
particulal-, were ib dil'gufeed by the haughtinefs of 
*« behaviour, that rtioft^ then* forfook his ban-' 
ncrs; . 

' Undei* thefe difadvaiitages hebegaA hi^ march Hfe !«• 
'!Vom Fort Cumberland bh the tenth of June, at the ^^^^"*' 
head oFabout two thoufltndtwb hundred men, for the towards 
Meadows^, \^here colonel Wafhington wais defeated Fort Du 
the year before. Upon his arrival there, he- Was ^^^*^' 
informed, that the French at Fort DuQuefn^, 
which had lately been buik on the fame rivcr^ nedr 
it* confluence with the Monangahela, expected ^ ^ : 
reinforcement of five hundred regukf ' ti-oops^ 
therefore, that he might march with th^ greater 
tfifpatch, he left colonel Dunbar, with eight hutr- 
dred men, to bring up the provifions^ ftores, and 
h'cayy baggage, as faftas the nature of the fervi<!>e 
would permit •, and with the other twelve hundred, 
together with ten pieces of cannon, and the neceC 
Ikry ammunition and provifions, he marched oft 
with fb much expedition, that he feldorh took any 
'time to reconnoitre the woods or thickets he was 
to jpaft through ; as if the nearer he approached , 
the enenby, the farther he was remtoved tVoiti 
-danger. , '-- ^ 
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' On the eighth of July, he encamped withinteii 
milc3 of fort Du Quefne ^ and though colonel Dun- 
bar was then near forty miles behind him, and hi$ 
officers, particularly Sir Peter Halket, earneftly in- 
treated him to proceed with caution, and to em.- 
ploy the friendly Indians that were with him, by 
way of advanced guard, in cafe of ambufcades; 
yet he refumed his' match the next day, without fo 
much as endeavouring to get any intelligence of 
the fituation.or difpofition of the enemy, or even 
fending out any fcouts to vifit the woods and 
thickets then on both fides of him, as well as in 
his front. With this car^leflhefs he was advancing, 
when, about noon, he was faluted with a general 
fire ypon his front, and all along his left flank, 
from an enemy fo artfully concealed behind the 
trees and bufhes that not a man of them could be 
feen, and who had cunningly given the whole 
army time to enter the defile before they began to 
fire. The van-guard immediately fell back upon 
the main body, and in an inftant the pannic and 
confuGon, particularly of the regulars, became ge- 
neral ; fothat moft of them fled with great precipi- 
tation, notwithftanding all that their officers, fome. 
of whom behaved very gallantly, could do to ftop 
; their career. As to Braddock himfelf, he difcovered 
;at once the greateft intrepidity, and the higheft im- 
prudence ^ for, inftead of ordering a retreat till he 
could fcour the thickets and bulhes from whence the 
fire Came, with grape-fhot from the ten pieces of 
cannon he had with him, or ordering flanking. par- 
ties of his Indians to advance againft the er^emy, he 
obflinately continued upon the fpot where he was, 
and gave orders for the few brave officers, and men 
who remained with him, to form regularly and 
z - ad- 
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aidvance. Whik this was doing, his men iell thick An, 1755. 
about him, and almoft all his officers were fingled * 
out, <Mie after another, and killed or wounded.; 
for the Indians, who always take aim when they: 
fire, and aim chiefly at the officers, diffinguilhed 
them by theirdrefs* At la£k the general, whofe 
obftinacy feemed to increafe with the danger, afcet 
having had five horfes (hot under him, received 
himfelf a muiket-fhot thro' the right arm and lungs^ 
of which he died fpur days after, having been can* u kiUe<^ 
ried oft the field by the bravery erf" lieutenant cploncl 
Gage, and another of his officers. When he drop- 
ped, the confufion of the few that remained, turned 
into a dowrfright and very diforderly flight, though 
no enetpy appeared, or attempted to attack thern^ 
All the- artillery, ammunition, and baggage of the 
army were left to the enemy, and among the reft 
the general's cabinet, with 'all. his letters and. in- 
flrudtions, which the French court afterwards made 
great ufe of in their printed memorials ornianifef* 
toes. But what Was very extraordinary^ the. pro- 
vincial militia^ fo much defpifed by the genecal, that 
he made them nwrch always in the rear, not ..only 
were lefs afFe&ed with the pannic, and pre&rved 
their order "better than the regular troops, though 
the enemy's fire fell as heavy upon them . as upon 
any of the reft, but even oflTered to cover the fugi- 
tives i and when the latter refufed to ftand their 
ground, faying, that though tht^y were willing to 
advance againft an bpen enemy, they would not 
rufli blindly on againft brakes and bufhes that were 
lined with unfccn deftruftion ; . the former alone 
bravely formed, and advanced againft the In- * 
dian? : to which gallantry it was owing that the 
regp^hrs were not all cntpff. The lofs of the Eng- 

R 2 lilh . 
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Hih in this unhappy affair amounted toTeveo hufiiH 
dred men. Tiicir officers, in particula^r, £a&p^4i 
much more than ia^the ordinary proportion of 
battles in Europe. Sir Peter H^lket £eU hy the^ 
Tory &rft fire, ftt the bead of his regiment; adid the 
gbneiatl's fecretary, fon to governor Shirisy, was 
kiHed foon after. Neither the numborof 01^ whicl^ 
the cnecny had in this engagemeniC^ mr the lob 
irbich th&y fiiftained, could be To mUch as guefied 
at :- but the French afterwards ga\re oui^ that theii^ 
nunlberdid not» in the whole, exceed Icnur hjua- 
dred men, moftly Indiaos.; and that thejb: k>{s W49 
quite iaconfiderable, as it prdbably was, bec^uAl 
they lay concealed in fucb a manner that'the Eng- 
liflbt knew not whitherto poiat (heir mufkets. Th^ 
panoic. pf thefe lail. dontinued fo long, . that they 
hever ftppped till they met the rear divilioa ; And 
even then they infedted.tho^e troops with their ter-? 
rcM ; fo.that the army retreated without (topping, 
till tfaey^reached fort Cumberland, though the leneT 
my did not fo much as attempt to purfue, nor .ever 
appe4i)ed in fight, either in the battlp, or after the 
defeat. On the whole, this was perhaps the moft ex- 
traordinary vidory that ever was .obtained, and the 
fartbeift flight that was ever made. This feems to 
be the cleared account that has yet been given of 
this unfortunate affair, which, though recent in re-r 
membrance, is darker and delated with a greater vav 
riety of circumftances than might havebecn expeft- 
ed of an event which had happened in diftant ages. 
I Had the Ihattered remains of this army conti* 
nued at fort Cumberland, and fortified themfelves 
there, as they' might eafily have done daring thi 
l^eft: of the fiimmer, they would ha;ve been fuch a 
check 4ipoft tthe French and their ftalping Indiao&i 
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as wauTd have prcvcri ted many of thofe tavagci A|i;i75^A 
that were committed in the enftiing winter upba 
the vrt&ern ^borders of Virginia and Perlfilvattili ; 
but inftead rf taking that prudent ftep, he left orilj^ 
the fick and wounded at that foit, uhdt?r the pto- 
tedUon of two companies 6f th<* provincial militia, 
'pofted^ there bf Way of gafrifon, and fet out on the 
fecohd of Auguft, with abdut fixteen hundred- meiH' 
ibr Philadelphia ; where thofe troops could be af 
fto immediate fervice, and fro^h whence they wen^ 
otidered aWa^y to Albany ih New York by general 
Shirley, on Whom the chief coimmind of thetrbdps^ 
in- America had devolved by the death of major- 
general Rraddock. 

• Virginia, Marylarid; and Pehfylvanitf, were by Defence- 
tfiefe md^fts left irttirely to take'cJare of themfclvcs, JJVfr^gf. 
Which they nfiight have done efFeAually, had they nia. Ma. 
been united in their councils : but the ufual dlf ^^^> 

and "cw^ * 

putcs, between their governors ^nd aflcmblies, dc- fyiraaia. 
ftated every falutaiy plan that was propofed. - 

* Penfyl^nia, the moft- powierfail of the three, was 
l*eridered qtilte impdte^nt, either for its own defence,' 
dr that of its neighbours,- by thefe unHa])py' con- 
lefts '5 th6ugh, at laft, the affenibly of 4hiit pro- 
vince, fenfible of the danger to which they were 
expofedj arid feeing the abfolute neceftty of pro- 
viding a ftanding military force, smd of ereftirtg 
fome forts to defend their weftrm frontier; palFed 
a bill for raifing fifty thoiifand pounds. But even 
this fum, fmail as It was, even to a degree of ridi- 
cule, cohfidering the richritfs of the provinccr, and Dlfagree- 
the extent of its fromiei*, could not be obtained; "™^"^ ^' 
the governor pofitivdy refuflng to give his aiflent governor^ 
to the aft of the affembly, becaufe they had taxe^ and af- 
•the propriekaries eftat?e equally with thofeofthe^irt-' pe'^fywf 
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M* 1 7;;. habitauttSy which, he faid, he, was ordered by his 
ioftruftions not to confent to, nor indeed to any 
new tax upon the proprietaries ; and the aflembly, 
confifting chiefly of members whofe eftates lay in 
the eaftern or interior parts of the province, as po- 
fitively refufing to alter their bill 

One would be apt to think, that, in a cafe of 
fuch urgent neceflity, the governor might have 
ventured to give his affent to the bill, under a pro* 
teft, that it fhould not p(rejudice the rights of the 
proprietaries upon any future occafion : but as he 
did not, the bill was dropt, and the province left 
defencelefs; by which it afterwards fuffered fe- 
verely, to the deftruftion of many of the poor in- 
habitants upon the weftern frontier, and to the 
imprefiing the Indians with a contemptible opinion 
of the Englifh, and the higheft eftcem of the 
French. 
Thccolo- Our colonies to the north of Penfylvania were 
northward nioJ^c aftive, and more fuccefsful in their prepara- 
xnorc ac- tions for war. New York, following the example 
^^* of New England, paffed an aft to prohibit the 

fending of provifions to any French port or fettle- 
ment on the continent of North America, or any 
of the adjacent iflands ; and alfo for raifing forty* 
five thoufand pounds, on eftates real and perfonal, 
for. the better defence of their colony, which lay 
more expofed than any other to a French invafion 
from Crown-Point. However, this fum, great as it 
might fcem to them, was far from being iufficient; 
nor indeed could they have provided properly 
for their fecurity, without the aflifbnce qf our 
other colonies to the eaft of them : but with their 
help, and the additional fuccour of the fmall body 
of regular troops cxpefted to arrive there under 

colonel 
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colonel Dunbar, they bddly refolved upon oflfcii- Ab;ii75j. 
five mcafures, which^ when prafticable, arc always 
beft for defence ; and two expeditions, one againft The ex- 
the French fort at Crown-Point, and. the other P^^^"*: 
againft tfceir fort at Niagara, between the lakes Crown^ 
Ontario and Eric, were fet on foot at the lame Ify^^ *n^ 

Niagara 
'^«^«- rcfolvcd 

^ The former of thefc expeditions was appointed on. 
tb be executed uhder the command of colonel, now / 
general Johnfon, a native of Ireland, who had long 
fefided upon the Mohock river, in the weftern parts 
of New York, where he had acquired a confiderablc 
^ftate, and was univerfally beloved, not only by the 
inhabitants, but alio by the neighbouring Indians, 
whofe language he hadJearnt, and whpfe afFcAions 
he had gained by his humanity towards them. The 
expedition againft Niagara was commanded by ge- 
neral Shirley himfclf. 

The rendezvous of the troops for both thefc ex- 
peditions was appointed to be at Albany, whem 
'moft of them arrived before the end of June : but 
'the artillery, battoes, provifions, and other necefla- 
rics for the attempt upon Crown- Point, could not be 
prepared until the eighth of Auguft, when general 
Johnfon fet out with them froni Albany for the 
Carrying-place, from Hudfon's river to lake 
George, where the troops had already arrived, 
• undei* the command of nujor-gencral Lyman, and 
confifted of between five and fix thoufand men, 
befides Indians, raifed by the governments of Bof- 
ton, Connefticut, New Hampihire, Rhode Ifland, 
-and New York, Every thing was then prepared 
as faft as- pioflible for a march ; and towards the 
end of the month general Johnfon advanced about 

R 4 four* 
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Genoml 
iGeorge. 


4^^ 175$- fourteen Tailed forw^divkI\ his troops, 

camped in^ai very ftrong fitu^on^ covered on each 

fide by x thick wooded fvamp, by Lake George is 

his rear, and by a breaft-wodc of trees^ cut down 

for that purpofe, ia his front. Here he re^bbred 

to w^it the arrival of hiis batfio^s^ and afterwardi 

to proceed to Ticonderoga, at the other epd of the 

lake, from whence it was but about fifteen, miles 

to the fort at the fouth end of Lake Coda^^ or 

Champlain, called Fort Fxcdcric by thq Fitncb^ 

and by u& Crown-Point. Whilft he wa3 thus e^t- 

camped, fome of hi& Indian: fcout;;!,, of which h^ 

took care to fend out numbers along both fl^% 

and to the farther end: of Lake George» broug^ 

him intelligence that a cotiSdrrable number of ihc 

•enemy were, then on their. march fronx Ticoodf^ 

-foga^i by the way of the fouth Bay,, toward* the 

, fortified encampment, fince . called Fort Edlwaf d) 

-which. goneral Lyman had. built at thcCarrying- 

-place, and in which four or five hundnod of the 

Nt\y Hampfhire and:New York men .had been lelt 

as a garrilon. Upon, this informajtiooK. genmil 

J'ohnfon fent two expreflis, one after the other,, to 

r colonel. Kanchard, their cojnmander, withiordoi^ 

•to call in all his out-parties, and to keep his.whole 

forte within the intrenchments. . About twelvie 

o'clock at night, thpfe who had been feat upon the 

fecond exprefs returned^ withi an account q£ thch" 

having fecn the enemy within four cmlbs of the 

camp at the Carrying- place, which they fcarcely 

doubted their haviag by. that tiwe attadoed; Im-f 

portant as the defence of this place- was .for the 

fafety of the wh5)le army, and immqicnt as the 

danger feemed to be> h docs* pot appear that.tiwi 

^ . .i gene- 
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^mier#\ tii^ffic^Ued aay cogdaaxrili of war, or r^ialvcd ^':'7S&i 
y{)Op a^jf. thing for hs reUef: but early the next 
pfontting he caUed a council)^ wherein it wais unadi- 
yifed^ refojyed to detach a t4ioufand men, widva 
nuinjber of Indians, txx intercept, or, as the general's 
.^3i|>reflion. ia in* his^ letter, to catch the enemy in 
their retreat,, either a& vi<9:ors, or a:^ defeated^ in thefr 
^%n I, and this expedient w&s refolved on,, tho' n9 
qA^ knjstw the number of this enemy, nor coulcl pfa^ 
^iHi anydnformat40(n ta thsi: r^fpei^ from thfi Indi^p 
feoMts, bec&vire tjie Indiana have no wordsr otr figii$ 
Ss» expreifing: any large nqmber, which* ^en it 
exceedis their reckoning,, they fignify by pointing 
4:a the ftars^ in the firmtol^nt, or to the hair pf th^ 
Jiead ; and this they o^en do tp den^e a nun^x?- 
leis than a thoufand, as well as. to figriify ten dio^- 
<&nd, or. any greiter number. . ' 

The refolution of the council being un^mou^ Where he 
Jy agreed to, between eight, and niniCL o':clQck in e/Sftfc^' 
the morning a thou£ind men, with upwatxis of twt> ^feftA*.:; 
hundred Indians, were detached under the coiiv * '^' 
iTiand(^cx)ktnel Williams:: but they had not been 
^ne two houn5iWh€3Q thdfe inithe csimp beg^ to 
:heara'doie.firtng,^ at about three or foiir miles dif- 
tance, as they judged : as it approadied nscarcrand 
.nearer^ thcy^ rightly fuppofed that their detach- 
ment was overpowencd, and retreating towardi tfae 
camp; which was foon confirmqi by Ibfnr fc^- 
tives, aiidpiiefenriy after by whok companies, who 
fifed back in great confofictof. - In a very (hori: time 
.after, the enemy appeared ' marching itt:a regular 
order up to the center of the camp, wheirr the con- 
.fternation was fo great, that, if they- had ^attacked 
the breaft, work directly, they might- probably have 
4 thrown. 
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An* i75S« thrown all into confulkm, and obtained an eafy 
viftory: but, fortunately for the EjijgHfh, they 
halted for fome time at about an hundred and fifty 
yards diftance, and from thence began their attack 
with platoon firing, too far off to do much hurt, 
efpecially againft troops who were defended by a 
ftrong breaft-work. On the contrary, this ineffec- 
tual fire ferved only to raife the fpirits of thefe laft; 
who, having prepared their artillery during the 
time that the French halted, began to play it fo 
brifldy upon the enemy, that the Canadians and 
Indians in their iervice fled immediately into the 
woods on each fide of the camp, and there iquatted 
behind buflies, or fculked behind trees, from whence 
they continued firing with very little execution, 
moft of their ihot being intercepted by the brakes 
and thickets ; for they never had the courage to 
advance to the verge of the wood. 
yt» tre Baron Diefkau, who commanded the French, 
J^^ being thus left alone, with his regular troops, at the 
front of the camp, finding he could not make a dofe 
attack upon the center with his fmall number of 
men, moved firft to the left, and then to the right,* 
at both which places he endeavoured to force 
a pafiTage; but. was repulfed, as being uniup- 
ported by the irregulars. . Inftead of retreating, 
as he ought in prudence to have done, he ftili 
continued his platoon and buih-firing till four 
o'clock in the afternoon, during which time his 
regular troops fuffered greatly by the fire from the 
camp, and were at lafl thrown into confufioh ; 
which was no fooner perceived by general John- 
fbn*s men, than they, without waiting for orders, 
jumped over their bread- work, attacked the enemy 

oa 
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hfn all fides, and, after kilKng or takiAg a cpnfider- An. 1755; 
ihle number of them, intirely difpeifed the reft. 
' The French, whofe numbers, at the beginning 
of this engagement, amounted to about two thou- 
fand men, including two hundred grenadiers, 
eight hundred Canadians, and the reft Indians of 
different nations, had between feven and eight 
hundred men killed, and thirty taken priibners : 
among thefe laft was baron Dieflcau himfelf, who 
was found at a litde diftance from the field of 
battle dangerouily wounded, and leaning on the 
ftun^p of a tree for his fupport. The Englilh loft 
about two hundred men, and thofe chiefly of the 
detachment under colonel Williams ; for they had 
very few either killed or wounded in the attack 
upon their camp, and not any^of diftindlion, except 
colSnel Titcomb killed, and the general himfelf 
and major Nichols wounded. Among the fl^in of 
the detachment, which would probably have been 
almoft intirely cut off, had not lieutenant-colonel 
Cole been fent out from the camp with three hun- 
dred men, with which he ftopt the enemy's purfuit, 
and covered the retreat of his friends, were colonel 
.Williams, major Afhley, fix captains, and feveral 
fubalterns; befides private men ; and the Indians 
reckoned that they had loft forty men, befides the 
brave old Hcndrick, the Mohock Sachem, or chief 
captain. 

When baron Dielkau fet out from Ticonderoga, Erran of 
his defign was only to furprife and cut off the in- ^* ?"* 
trenched camp, now called Fort Edward, at the on bodi 
Carrying -place, where there were but Tour or five ^^^ 
hundred men. If he had executed this fcheme, our 
army would have been thrown into great difficulties ; 

for 
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A»* VJ^ for ll OHiId neither havit jjpocccdtd farthc>» nor 
hs^e fwfifted where it wis^ and he mf^t hUe 
fouad an opppitunky to attack it with great advam- 
tag^ in it» retreat. But when he was within four 
or five miles of (hat fort, his pebplle ^ere informed 
that there were feveral cannon there^ and none at 
the camp ; upon which they all defired to be kd 
Oft to thislaft) which he die more readily confented 
10^ as he himfelf had been told by ah Engiifh pri- 
fmtfy who had left this camp but a few days bo- 
ioifty that it was quite defencelefs, being without 
pny lineS) and delbitute of cannon ; which, in c^Ecd^ 
was true at that time; for the cannon did not ar«- 
me^ nor was the breaft-work eredtcd, tilt about 
t^nrordays before the engagement. To' this niifin- 
Ibimation^ therefore, muft be imputed this ftep^ ' 
i»hich would othertvife be inconflflent with the ^- 
fieraUy allowed chara^Aer and abilit^s of bardn 
Dkflcau. A lefs juftifiabk error feems to haVe 
faeert committed by gentratjohnfon, in not de* 
tacbing a» party to-purfue the enemy wheti ^ey 
w^m defeated, and fled PerhapB he was prc^ 
fenced from fo doing by the ill fate of the detach^ 
meAt' he had fent out in the mofning undercolonel 
WiUiams* However that may bt, his neglcft, in 
.this refpe6b, had like to have been fatal the next 
4ay to a detachment fenc from Fort Ed wiard, con*- 
lifting of an hundred and twenty men of the New 
Hamp(hir6 regtijctentj under captain IVKJinnes, as 
i reinforcement to the army at the <:amp. This 
%w€ry. pwty fell in with between three and four hun^ 
•f raj^ie .drcd men o( Diefkau's troops, near the fpot 
'*' .wherecdkinel Williams had been defeated the day 
before: but M'Giunes, having. timely notice' by 

his 
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his fcottts ^theafipToap^xif aaldssny^ mack-fiich A|^>79^ 
a diij>oikion^ that he tkot.otdy rqmlfed die af* ' ;^ 

iailams, but ddeateii and incmly dif{>erfed thetni, /, 

nsdth the lp& oidjr ^of two men killed, eleven : V^ 
wounded, ^odiiye miflmg. He bbtifelf^xiiifoitui^ ' ' ^ ^ 
nately died xdf - the wouiids he receded 'in^ dti$ m^ 
gag^cnai]C^ afewdajT^ after be anivfid at the tamjp 
with hU|i^;ty.- : ' . ; . 

*■ It was now judged 4HXi;tite.tnr tfihe yoaaato pro- Rp^r^^ 
eced 40^ tiie ai:tack :of Cixiwii-Pxiintyias. it^ would ^JJ'!^^ 
have beeii iteeefiary, iatfa^t oaie, to baild ia firong genci4 ./ 
fort in tb^ |>lac3e wli«r« the canip then was^ i^ order Jo^o^<^ 
to ^kcfm& h (tomiTiiink^ion with Albany, ^om 
whence ^>illy die ttoops ^cOtild cKped: to be rein- 
forced^ <it (Upplied wit{|<frddi ftorei (tf unmYimtioil 
or pPCKni^AB. They therefore fet out upon therr 
returit feon after dib engagemen)tv having ficft 
e^de'd a little ftockaded fort, at die hither md of 
l^ake Gec^ge, in which they left a fmaU igacrifon^ 
^ a ^ture pi^y for the- enemy v ^ misfortune which 
might eafily have been forefeen, becaufe this whole 
army, be^g country inilitia, was to be diibandcd, 
and tteturn to riieir refpeftive homes, as riiey ac- 
tually 'did, ibon after their retreat to Albany. 

This was all the- glory, this all the, advantage4 
that the Englifh nadon acquired by fuchan expea* 
five expedition. But fo litde had the Englifti been 
accuftomed of late to hear of viaory^ that they re*- 
joiced at this advantage, as -if it had been an ace 
tion of the greateft cohfequence. The general was Rewards 
highly applauded for his conduft, and liberally re- J^ \^ 
warded; for he was created a baronet- by. his ma- by the 
jefty, and prefentcd with five thoufand pounds^by pa'Jia^ 
the parlkment. . • * menu 

The 
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Aq.i7s;. Xhe prepanlkxM for g^oid Sfairlej^s ezpedi^ 
Generd tion again(l Niagara were not only deficient, but 
^xp^X fluunefiilly (low i though it was well known that 
onagainft CYcn the poflibilityof his fucceis muft, in a great 
Niagara, mcafure, depend upon his;fetting out earjy in the 
year, as will appear to any peribn that confiders the 
fituation of our fort at Ofwego, this being^ the only 
way by which he could proceed to Niagara* 
tMcnD- ' Ofwegp Hes on the fbutk-caft fide of the lake 
F^" Of O'^^rio, neac three hundred miles ahnoft due-weft 
\^^ ' from Albany in New York, The way to it frort 
. thence, though long and tedious, is tht more con^ 
yenienty as the. far greateft part of it adpiite ol 
water-carriage, by what the inhabitants call, bat* 
toes, which is a kind of light flat- bottomed boat, 
wideft in the middle, and pointed at each eDid, of 
about fifteen hundred weight burden, and ma^ 
naged by two men^ called battoe*men, with pad- 
dles and fetting-poles, the rivers being in many 
places too narrow to adniit of oars. From Albany 
to the village of Sheneftady, which is fixt^en miles, 
is a good waggon- road. From thence to the litde 
Falls in the Mohock river, being fixty five miles, 
' the paflage is by water-carriage up that river, and 
cdnfequently againft the flream, which in many 
places is fomewhat rapid, and in others fo (hallow, 
that, when the river is low, the watermen are 
obliged to gee out, and draw their battoes over the 
rifts« At the little Falls is a poilage, or land* 
carriage, for about a mile, over a ground fo 
marfhy, that it will not bear any wheel- carriage : 
but a colony of Germans, fettled there, attend with 
fledge, on which they draw the loaded battoes to 
the next place of embarkation upon the fame river. 

JProm 
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From thcrtcc they pixKccd by water up that rivtt, >A»^i7Jj5' 
for fifty miles, to thi Carrying- place, near the head 
lof it, .where there is another poftage» the length 
of which depends upo^ the drynefs or wetnefs of' 
the fes^on, but. is generally 'above fix or eight miles 
over ih the fummer months. 1 Here the ba^oes ire 
ag^in carried upon fledges, till they cumb to a nar- 
row over called Wood's Crtek, down which they , 
are. wafted on a gentle dream, for about forty 
miles, into the lake Qneyada, i^^h ftretchea from 
eaft to weft about thirty; miles, and tsps^ed with 
great eafe and fafety in calm weather^, i At the 
weftem end of this lake is the river Onondaga, 
which, after a courfeof between twenty and thicty 
miles, unites with the river Cayuga, or Seneca^ 
and their united ftream runs into the lake Ontario^ 
at the place wh^rc Ofwego^fort is fituated. But 
:this riyer is fo rapki as to be fometimes dangerous^ 
befides its being full of rifts and rocksr ; apd about 
twelve miles on this fide of Ofwego theref js.a fall 
of ejeyqn feet perpendicular, where there is^fconfe^ 
quently a poftige, which, however, does not ex- 
ceed forty yards. From thence the paffiige is ealy 
quite to Ofwego. 

The Uke. Ontario, on which this fort (lands, is and of 
near two hundred and eighty leases in circum- q!^^ 
ference : its figure is oval, and its depth runs from 
twenty to twMty-five fathoms* On the north fide 
of it are feveral little gulph^. There is a commu- 
nication between' this lake and that of the HurOns 
by the river Tanafuate, from whence it is a land- 
carriage of fix or eight leagues to the river To- 
.ronto, which falls into it. The French have two 
forts of confequence on this lake 3; Frontignac, 

which, 
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*>»«75i* ^fhidi dilnmaiids the rivei' St Laureilce, #hcrt 
At lAlt communicates wkfa it ; and Niag^ 
^hidi commands^ the communication between the 
lake Ontario and the lak^ Erie. But of thefe ferts^ 
and this laft lake^ which is one of the fineft in tht 
woiid> we fhaHiiave occafim to (peak hereafter. 
Neelea Though we had long been in poflf^on of fort 
Si^ifli in <^^^ ^^ thaugh.it 1j^ greadf exfiofcd to th^ 
not forti- Ficuch, partiGidarly to ^oie of Canada, upon any 
^^S *^- ni|>tuiit I)etween the two nation*, We had hever 
taken caie.to render it mlerably defenfible; w even 
to build a fiit^e veflfd lit : for nav^gadng the liake : 
nor waB this ftfange negieA ever taken ^fedual 
notice. O]^ till «ha beginning of this yt^f, when; 
at a rneeamg which general Braddock had' in April 
witk'th^ governors and chief gentlemen of feveral 
of our colonies, at Alexandria in Virginia, it wai 
rdblved to ftrengthen both the fort and gurifon at 
Ofwego, and to build fome large vefleis at that 
place. Accordingly, a number of fhip-wrights and 
workmen wei^ fent thither in May and June. At the 
fame time captain Bradfti^et marched thither, with 
two coiQpanies of an hundred men each, to reinforce 
the hundred that were there before under captain 
King, to which number the garrifon had been in* 
creafed' fiocc our cotttefts with France began to 
grow feriou3. For a long time before; not above 
twenty-five men were left todcfend this poft, which, 
from its great import&nce, and the fituation of af- 
fairs at this junfture, moft certainly required a much 
ftronger garrifon than was piit into it even at this 
junfture : but oeocmoifty was the chief thing cpn- 
fuked in the bcgifming of this war, and to that, lii 
a great meafureyhasbeen owing its long durarioh. 

From 
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Froth the above defcriptioh of the pafl5|e from An.iyjf. 
Albany to OfwegO, it is pfaih how h^deflary it was 
that the troops intended for thfis eslpeditibh Ihoula Slbwnefi 
have fet otJt ^arly in the fpring. But, inftead of ^^2^;^^* 
that, the very firft of them, colonef Schuylcf s keW for the,^ 
Jcrfey regiment, did not begin their march till af%6t ^^P?^'^"* 
the beginning of July j and juft as Shirley's and Nia^Su 
Pepperell's reginupits were preparing to follow, th6 
inclanchoiy accbuiit of Braddock's diftft^r arrived 
at Albany j where it fo damped 'the fpirres df thd 
people, and' fpread fuch a terror, thaK mtoy of th^' 
troops deferted, and moft of the battoe^in^n dif- 
perfed and ran home, by ivhich means evfen ttU th^ 
tteceflary ftpres could not be carried alohg- ^itff 
the troops. Notwithftanding . this difappoint- 
ment, general Shirley fet out front Albarify be- 
fore the end of July, with as many of the troopi 
and ftpres as he could procure a conveyance for^* 
hoping to be joined in his route by great numbers 
of the Indians of the Six Nations^ to whoftl h6 
fent invitations to that effect as he pafled by their 
•fetilcmcnts : but they, inftead of complying witK 
his defire, abfolutely declared againftall hejftilitie$ 
tm that fide of the country; and infifted, that Of- ' 
•wego, being a place of traffic and peace, ought not 
to be difturbed cither by the Englifh or the French^ 
as if they could have perfuadcd bpth pafdes to 
agree to fuch a lo^al truce. Upon tfiis reiuCaJj 
Mr. Shirley proceeded forward, being joined by 
very few IndiaAs^ And arrived at Ofwego oil thd 
fcventeentb or eighteenth of AugUft ; but tht reft 
of the troops and. artillery did iiot jirnve till thd 
laft day of that month •, and, even theri, their 
ftore of provifians was not fofficiea^ to mzkAt 
. Numb. 6* S. thtrii 
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A**^7SS* tjiem to proceed againft Niagara, though fomc 
t,olf r^ble good vcHels ha4 by this time bc;ca built 
^d gQt rca4y for tbM PM^pofc. 

The general now refdved tx> iikc but fix. hun- 

^ dred men with him for the acuck of Ni^gar^ mid 

?Q k^we. the reft of his army* confifting of abqiH 

fourteen hundred more, at Ofw^go, to defend that 

fl^ce, in cafe the Fceoch (hould itctack it ip hi^ ab** 

fencf^ .which there wa% rtafon to apprehend they 

fpight, a3 they bad then % ce^fider^bie fofce at 

Fort; Froatigfiac, from, ^i«n<;c th^y coidd caJMy 

crofs oy^r the lake Ontario to (Xwego. Hqw<v«i"» 

\^ wa? ftill obliged to w*it! at OfwegQ fp^r pcQid- 

(iqjus, of which at length a ftnaU fupply axi i ved w 

thf twenty-futh of September, Iwiely fufficifnt to 

fupport hi« men during their intended expe4^ioj^, 

f^A to allow twelve days flaort. fuhfiftcnce fw thc^ 

h» Itft behind. .But by this time the winy \^^t^ 

foj^ fcafon ha4 begun, on wiiich acctruac i|>€A Qf 

this Indians had already left him, and wercnret^Yn^d 

•home \ and the few that remained with hiqi. d§- 

glared, that there was no croffmg the kkft Qpt^i^ 

j9.battoes at that feafoa, or a«y time b^fOi^ the 

next fummer. In this perpkxity he called a. ^mxt 

.^iKQf war, which, after weighing aU circucnftAnccSi 

,w>?^imauflyxrerQlved to defer th« aitiempc. upw 

JNi%g.^a till the n^t yoar^ adipd to cifiplpy th^ 

.WWfi^d . whilft they reicaioed at QfwegOb i© build- 

'iflS barracks, gnd erring, or «. leaft beginning 

.to ere^tj, two aew fort^, . pne on th^ eaft fide of the 

fom ^ ^^^^'^ Onondaga, four hundred a^d fifty yards diC- 

gun on. -tant froiax the old. fore, which it was to commai>i 

the river .as wqII ^ the entrance of the harbour, and to 

be catlkd Q«lfturk)-foiti apd the other fow hun- 

' . . died 
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dfed »rtd fifty yaMs wtft of Ac <M fortV ta h6 A*- 't^'-' 
t^dOfwifg* rt«wf6t-t. 

Thefe fHii^ being agi»etd dh,- gdiieli^ Sfifrley, CWoM 
^iA dl<«g?^«cftfM«t ofthe trob^Jfr undtfi- His coW^ S'eS 4 
ihttnSi ^ 6tii fm las rcmtA to AlbaA^ M thi ALbMf. ' 
ti^frnty.foaftli'tJfO^iiber, feavirigtoton^l^ii'c^^fj - 
^kfe a! garriftm of dtilfy ab<mt feveri hofftdfi^d rtifc'rfi 
«0<Weig^; thiottgh repinttd adviCe haii Befcir rt-* 
cdVdd, thai the' FrtncA Hs<d thcrt at" fc^t a- thoti^ 
farid ih«?i* ^ififjdi' hit of ^rtmtjgria*, u^rf <Wt fiiiiH! 
feke : amd, whaft i*ii« ftffl i^btfe, tlW new fbf» Wti^ 
hOif yfef f?**- Cbrripletarf ; but ifeft tS* 6e iiriiffiid fc^ 
flw h*d Mtoui' of' caicmer M<Sr<iei* and' B'hlHftW 
girnfon, MriUfr the addition of AtS' rhel^ifhtiiy dif* 
Cdihftaiice; <!ra)t, if beli'eged by the eft^ri^y itr tW 
^^imet, itlA^ottldnofBepoffibte fof Mj friertdS tfe^ 
Cdrtitf to M* arfJSRarfc'e*; - 

Thus ended this y WY's tJrtfortufriMie iithpAgi\ytit End of 
redftondieflideofAdfingliffe; fWi*eFrc«ch,vr?i*( f^'Tf^ 
the jtflMtaRce of their Indiatt iflies-,. coriiSritrt'ci tRetf i^^attSi 
Hiurdrts; fc'alpfrtg; GipTJivating, arid laying \«ffief "• , 
thie' i^cftevrt frorttieft (Jf Virginia • itid Penfy Ivanft,- 
dbrthg. the iVhold' winter. Of thtfe hortid favagfesf 
iWatty di^al atcbohts- Rave- beeri tidbfifhttf in otnf 
itews>-pmf)m, fall of th« ittoft fhottking bUbiAfiif 
6tf oftC f^e; atAd Mdtfhoirtf atiy oppofitibrt <«1 thrf 
0riie:r 1 bui? as a patiCular reticalofthenft 'would' leidf 
lis into a- detail t<5W mirtutfe' fOT a* gTnei'il Mfltofy-, 
, Weiha!! pafs ovel- thofe' private Calamines, dtidf-Je- 
tVii-ri^ to the public dffiirS of Eurof)i. 
• The- miniflfers of thifr tw6' jaYringpo^rfcrs wctt' 
▼eiy bufilf ertijiroyed this yeai- at tttoftof thtf 
Coofrts of Eufo'pe} btft their tfaiifafHotis Wereke^t' 
tttrethcly-fecret. T iie'Prefich endfeatouifed to irt- 

S * ~ fpire 
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An. 1755- fpire the Spaniards with * a jealoufy of the ftrength 
.Fruitlcfs of the Englifli by fea, cfpecially in America j and 
intri&aet the* Spaniflx court fccmed inclined to accept of the 
{•fcnch in 0®^? ^f mediator: but Mr. Wall, who was per- 
Spaui, fciStly well acquainted. with the ftate of affairs be- 
tween England and France, fcconded the reprefen- 
tations of th^ Britifh miniftry, which demonftrated^ 
that, however .willing Great Britain might be to 
accept of tne mediation of Spain, (he cpuld not 
agree to any fufpeniion of arms in America, which 
France infilled on as a preliminary condition, with- 
out hazarding the whole of her intereft there •, and 
that the captures which had been made by the 
Englifh w«re the neccffary confequence of the in- 
crolchments and injuftice of the French, particu- 
larly in that country. Upon this, all farther talk 
of the mediation of Spain was dropt, and the mi- 
- • niftry of Verfailles had recourfc to the princes of 
Their Germany j amongft whom the eleftor of Cologne 
prances ^^^ jp^^^ brought over to their party, fo as to 
many. ..: confent to their, forming magazines in his territo- 
ries in Weflphalia. This was a plain indication of 
their defign againft Hanover j which they foon 
, after made his Britannic majefty, who w;as then at 
Hanover, an offer of fparing, if he. would engage 
tha^t affairs (liould be adjufted to their fatisfa&ion 
in America : but this pro{)pfal being rejedted with 
difdain, the. count D* Aubeterre, envoy extraordi- 
nary from France at the court of Vienna, pro- 
pofed a fecret negot;iation with the minifters of 
the Emprefs-queeni and gave broad intimations, 
that if .fbe would, enter into the views of his moft 
Chriftian majefty, (he might command all that was 
in, his pdwer againft the king of Pruffia. The fe-. 

crct 
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cret articles of the treaty df Peterfburgh, be- An. 175 j: 
tween the two EmpreffeS) had ftipulatcd a kind 
\>f partition of the Pruffian territories -, but his 
Britannic mdjefty, though often irivited, had al- 
ways refufed to agree to any fuch ftipuhtion ; 
and the king of Poland, though much inclined to 
favour the fcheme, did not .dare to ^vow it formally, 
till matters ftiould be more ripe for carrying it into 
execution.. The court of Vienna, whofe favourite 
meafuie this was, began to liften to D'Aubeten e*s 
infinuations, and, by degrees, entered into nego- 
tiadons with, him^ which, in the end, were pro^ 
dudtive of that unnatural confederacy between the 
Emprcfs-quccn and the king of France; of which 
farther notice will be taken in the occurrences of 
the next year, when the treaty between them, into 
which they afterwards found; means fecretly to 
bring the emiprefs of Ruffia, was concluded at Ver- 
failles. ... 

As it CQuld not be doubted, even at the time of 
his Britannic majefty's fetting out for his German 
dominions, that the French, would endeavour to 
invade Hanover, in cafe of a war between England 
and them, which feemed not only unavoidable, biit 
near at hand; it was natural, that his majefty' 
fhoald endeavour to defend* his poffeflions by the 
moft powerful alliances he could form upon the 
continent. To this end, during his ftay *t Hano-. Treaty of 
ver, he concluded, pn the eighteenth of June, a ^^«^^"g 
, treaty with the landgrave of Heff^ Caflel, by which Britain 
his ferene highnefs engaged to hold in readincfs, with the 
during foujr y.ea^rs, for his majefty's fcrvicei a body of^H^ffcT 
of eight , thpufand men, to be employed, if rc-i 
quired, upon the continent, or in Britain or Ire- 

S 3 land; 
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Aa. I7S5' lahfi; but not on board the fleet, or l^yondiiio 
fip^ ; ^nd ^fp, if his Pricannic m^jeftyihouM judge 
it pcccflfary or advantageous for his fervice, to fur-f 
nifti and join to this body of eigjit thoufand rocn^ 
yr^thin fi^ months after they (hould be demanded, 
four thoufi^nd ptore, of which fcven hundred were 
tQ be horfie or dragoons, and each regiment of in- 
fantry to have two field-pieces of cannon. TI* 
kipg, on his fide, promiled to pay to the iandgraire, 
for fhefe fucccurs, eighty crowns banco, by way of 
levy- money, for every trooper or dragoon duly 
, armed and piogntcd, aftd thirty crowns banco for 
every foot-foldier ; the crown to be reckoned at 
llfty-threc fols of Holland, or at four fiiillings and 
liine pence three farthings Englifh money: and* 
%Kq tp pay to his ferene highncfs, for the eight 
thoiif^nd mens an annual fubfidy of an hundred 
and fifty thoufand crowns banco, during the four 
years, to commence frorii the day of figning the 
treaty ; which fubfidy was to be increafed to three 
kundred thoufand crowns yearly, from the lime of 
requiring the troops, to the time of theif entering 
into 3riti(h pay; -and in cafe of their bein^ dif- 
xni^ed, the faid fubfidy of three hundred thoufand 
crowns was then to revive, and be continued 
during the refidue of the ternr\ : but if twelve thou- 
fend men were demanded and furnifhed, the fub- 
fidy was then to 'be increafed in proportion : and in 
cafe the king of Great Britain ihould at any time 
think fit to fend back thefe troops, before the ex- 
piration of the treaty, notice thereof was to b^ 
given to his ferene highnefs three months br-fbre- 
feand ; one ntonth*i3 pay was to be allowed them 
' ' ' for 


(3 E O R G E IL 1^9 

for their return, ' and they wferc to b* furnifhed An. i7)f. 
jgrhtn ^ith the neeeffary tranfport veffels. 

Aftothrr treaty was begun withRuflTia about the 
fame time i but this did &ot take eflFeft daring hik 
maJefty's^ refidehce at Hatrover : that others were 
iH>t eoncluded was the mare rurprifing, as our fubf 
fidy treaty with Saxony had then expired, and that 
with Bavuria \ras near expiring*, and as the fef 
curing of thefe two princes in our intercft was at 
leaft as nccejfTary towards forming a fufficicnt conr 
federacy upon the continent for the defence of 
Hanover^ as it was to fecure the landgrave of Heife 
Cafltl. If the reafon of their not being engaged, 
and no Other ieems fo probable^ was, that they re- 
fufed to renew their treaties with En^nd upon ^any 
terms, all thiit can be faid is^ thas they were guilty 
•of flagrant ingratitude^ ai Ihey had both received a- 
fubfidy from this kii^gdoffl for many years iff time 
of peace, when ihey neither w«re nor could be cf 
any fervite to the intttelk of Great Britain. 
- Ott-the fifteenth of }^ an exprefe arriired.from TheAcws 
admiral Bofcawen, with Uk account of his having ^fj^^^„^** 
taken the twfii Freneh Ihips df v^ar, th4r Alcide and the Lys 
the Lys. This was certainly cowlrary to' t)ie h%. ^^^s\ 
pedation of th# *o«tt ef VhLnCQ'y fofy had they readies 
agpprchended any fuch *ttA6k,. ^hey WouW n«ft IWffe England, 
ordered Mr. M'Na^ar* t$ refurn? Co* Breft with die 
•chief part of thek fqUa^rtJrls fl*r Wa^ i4, pfcrhap*, 
lefs contrary to the ckpeflatie^ri of feme efour own 
minrflry : but as matter^ h«d bHih tzt^kd fo fa^, 
it was then too late torefreaf ; and therefore or- 
ders were foon after given to all o«r fhips of wafr 
to make reprifals upOrn the French, l>y taking their 
fliips wherever they fh^tald A^ctt ^Skm. Sir Ed- 

S 4 ward 
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4?-? 755* ward Hawkc failed from Portfmouth on the twcnr 
ty-firft of July, with eighteen men of war, to watcl> 
the return of the French fleet from America, which 
however efcaped him, and got into E^reft on the 
third day of September. CQmmodore Frankland 
failed from Spithead for the Weft. Indies on the 
thirteenth of Auguft, with four men of war, fur- 
nilhed with orders to commit hoftilities, \is well as 
to proteft our trade and fugar-iflands froni any inr 
fult that the French might offer ; and the duke de 
Mirepoix, their ambaffador at the court of Lon- 
don, fet out for Paris on the twenty- fecond qf Jply, 
.without taking leave, 
etwi of A war being thus in fome mcafqre begun, his 
o Eng* ynajefty thought proper^ perhaps for that reafon, tp 
land. return to his Britiih dominions fponerthan ufual i 
for he left Hanqyer on the eighth of Septeinber, 
and arrived on. the fifteenth at Kenfjngton, where 
jhe treaty of alHj^nce between hirp and the einprefs 
of Rufli^, which he had begun during his abfcnce, 
was concluded ori.the thirtieth qf the fame month. 
His treaty By this treaty her Ruflii^n tnajefty engaged to hold 
g^ "fr in rcadinefs in Livpnia, uppji the frontier? of 
Lithuania, a body of troqps cpqfifting pf forty 
thoufapd ipfan|try, with tht ncjC^flary arti^ery, and 
fifteen thoufapd c^yalry ; and alio, on the poafts of 
the faid province, forty o|r fifty galleys, with the 
jncccffai^ crews ; tp be^ ready to aft, upon the firfl: 
order, \n ]bis majcf)y's feryice, in cafe, faid the fifth 
^rticje, whic^ vy^as the n>oft remarkable, that the 
dominions of his Britannic majefty in Germany 
ihoujd be inva4ed on account of the interefts or 
difputes Avhich regard his kingdoms j her Imperial 
majefty declaring, that Ihe would look upon fuch 
I ' " ■" 'an 
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aa invafion as a cafe of the alliaiicc of the year Aiui755» 
one thoufand feven hundred and fbrty-t^O; and 
that the faid dominions fhould .be therein com* 
.prifed in this refpedt : but neither thefe troops nor 
gallies were to be put in motion, unlefs his Britan^ 
nic majefty, or his allies, ihould be fomewhere at- 
tacked j in which cafe the Ruffian general fhould 
march, as foon as pofllble after requifition, to make 
a div^rfion with thirty thoufand infantry and fifteen 
thoufand cavalry-, and fhould embark 9n board 
the gallies the other ten thoufand infantry, to 
make a defcent according to the exigency of the 
affair. On the other fide, his Britannic majefty en- 
gaged to pay to her Ruffian majefty an annual fub- 
fidy of an hundred thoufand pounds fterling a year, 
each year to be paid in advance, and to be reck- 
oned' from the day of the exchange of^ the ratifica- 
tions, to the day that thefe troops (hould upon rc- 
quifition go out of Ruffia -, from which day the 
annual fubfidy to her Imperial majefiy was to be 
five hundred thoufand pounds fterling, to be paid 
always four months in advance, until the troops 
fhould return into the Ruffian dominions, and for 
three months after their return. His Britannic ^ 
majefty, who was to be at liberty to fend once 
every year into the faid province of Livgnia a 
commifTary, to fee and examine the number and 
condition of the faid troops, further engaged, that, 
in cafe her Ruffian majefly fhould be difturbed in 
this diverfion, or attacked herfelf, he would furnifh 
immediately the fuccour ftipulated in the treaty of 
one thoufand fevcn hundred and forty- two-, and 

that, in cafe a war fhould break out, he would fend 

• • • • ■ . • /• ■ ■ ' * ." . 
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An. 175$. Into, the Baltic ft fijHadron of his ihips, o^ ^ force 
faicftble to the circumftances. » 

This was the chief fubftarK* of the treaty, 
which, by agreement of both parties, was to fub- 
lift fbr four years from the exchange of the ratifica- 
tions : but in the ferenth article thefe words were 
unluckily inferteci : " Confidering alfo the proxinfii- • 
ty of the countries wherein the diverfion in quef- 
tion will probably be made, and the fiicility her 
troops will probably have of fubfifting imnnediately 
in an enemy's country, (he takes upon herfelf 
alone, during fuch a diverfion, the fubfiftencc and 
trcatnient of the faid troops by fea and land.** 
And in the eleventh article it was ftipulated, that 
all the plunder the Ruffian army fhould take from 
the enemy Ihould belong to them. 

That his Britannic majcfty, who now knew 
enough of the court of Vienna to be Icnfible that 
he could expeA no affiftance from thence, in cafe 
his German dominions were invaded, fliould enter 
into this convention with the emprefs of Ruflia, in 
Older to ftrengthen his defence upon the continent, 
was extremely natural ; efpecially as he had lately 
Kved in great friendfhip with her, and her tranfac- 
tions with the court of France had been fo fecret, 
by pafTjng through only that of Vienna, that he had 
not yet been informed of them ; neithtrr had the 
projeft of the treaty of Verfailfes then come to his 
- knowledge, or to that of the king of Pruflia, nor 
bad cither of thefe princes yet made any formal ad- 
vances to the Qthcr. ♦ 

The firft intimation that appeared publicly of the 
hegotiations of France with the emprefs of Germa- 
ny, was, when the French minifter, count d'Aiabe- 

terre, 
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terre, declared at Vienna, ** That the warlike de- An, 1755; 

figns, with which the king his mafter was chawed, P^^l^i**- 
\ ^ ' ^ /-111, » . tiondf the 

were fumciently confuted by Ms great moderation, French 

of which all Europe had manifold proofs : that his miniftcr 
majefty was perfuaded thi6 groundlef^ charge had* courf of 
given as much indignation to their Imperial Ma- Viepnau 
jefties as to himfelf : that he was firmly refolvcd 
toprefcrve toChriftendom that tranquillity which it 
enjoyed through his fidelity, in religioufly oblerv- 
i'ng the treaty of Aix la-Chapelle : but that if his 
Britannic majefty's allies took part in the war which 
was kindled in America, by furnifhing fuccours to . 
die Englilh, his majefly wquld be authorifed to 
qonfider and treat them a3 principals in it** 
France likewife made the fame declaration to ' 
other courts. 

It muft, however, be confef^d, that the words 
and ftipvilation in the above recited claufe, in the 
feventh j^rticle of the treaty of Great Britain with" 
Ruflia, could not but be looked upon as a menace 
levelled at the king of P/uflja, who, having fome Splrfted 
tifne after found means to procure a dopy of this ^^fdar^- 
treaty, and feeing it in that light, boldly declared, i^^gof ^ 
by his minifters at all the courts of Europe, that PrufRa, In 
he would oppofe with his utmoft force the entrance ^^^^' ^ 
of any foreign troops into the empire, under any qor treaty 
pretence whatever. This declaration was particu- ^^ ^^^' 
larly difpleafmg to the French, who had already 
marched large bodies of troops towards the fron- 
tiers of the empire^ and eredted feveral great ma^ 
gazine^ in Weftphalia, with the permiffion of the * 
ele<5tor of Cologne, for which our minifter at his 
court Was, in Auguft, ordered to withdraw from 
thence without taking leave. However, as loon 

as 
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as this declaration of the king of Pruflia was noti« 

lied to the court of Verfailles, they fent an ambaf- 
fador extraordinary, the duke de Nivcrnois, to 

Berlin, to try to perfuade his majefty to recrad his 
declaration, and enter into a new alliance with 
them. His Pruflian majefty received this ambaffa- 
dor in fuch a manner, as feemed to denote a difpo- 
fition to agree to every thing he had to propofe. 
This awakened in England a jealoufy that his decla- 
ration alone was not to be relied on, but that it w^s 
neceflary to bring him under fome more folemn 
engagement ; efpecially as the French had by this 
time a numerous army near the Lower Rhine, 
with magazines provided for their march all the 
way to Hanover-, and if the king of Pruflia fuffered 
them to pafs through his dominions, that eleftorate 
muft be fwallowed up before the Ruffian auxili- 
aries could poffibly be brought thither, or any 
army be formed for protecting it. For this reafon 
a negotiation was kt on foot by Great Britain at Ber- 
lin ; but as it was not concluded before the beginning 
of the next year, we Ihall defer entering into the par- 
ticulars of it, till we come to that period. 

Mean while the French made another at- 
tempt upon the court of Madrid, loudly complain- 
ing of the taking of their two men of war by Bof- 
ca^wen's fquadron, before any declaration of war 
was made, reprefenting it as a moft unjuftifiable 
proceeding, which threatened a diffolution of all 
faith amongft nations. This produced a ftro.ng 
memorial from Sir Benjamin Keene, our minifter 
at that court, importing, " That it was well known 
that the French fleet carried troops, ammunition, 
and every thing neceflary for defending the coun- 
tries 


G E O R G E IL 285 

tries which the French had unjuftly ufilrped in Ama- ^' "755. 
rica, and of which the Englilh claimed the proper- 
ty. That the rules otTtlf-defence authorife every 
nation to render' fruitlcfs any attempt that may 
tend to its prejudice: that this right had been made 
ufe. of only in taking the two French ftiips of war ; 
and thatthe diftinAion of place might^Je interpreted 
in favour of the Englifh, feeing the two flijps were 

taken on the coafts of the countries where the con- 
teft arofe." In anfwcr to this obfervation, the 
French minifter reprefcnted the vaft number of 
fhips that had been taken in the European feas ; 
for in fad: the Engliftx ports foon began to .be filled 
.with them, in confcquence of the general . orders 
for^Diaking reprifals. But the court of Madrid 
was fo far from being miQed by any thing he could 
fay, that it gave his Britannic majefty the ftrongeft 
affurances of its friendftiip, and of its intention 
to take no part in the differences between him and 
France, but fuch as fliould be reconciliatory, and 
tending to reftore the public tranquillity. 
. On the other hand, his Britannic majefty re- 
quired, as king of Great Britain, the auxiliaries fti- 
pulated to him by treaty from the emprcfs queen. 
But thefe were flatly refufed, under pretence that as xhc Im- 
the conteft between him and France related to Amc- pcrial 
rica^only, it was not acafe.of the alliance;" though at f^^^inc 
the fame time the French^ made no fcruple of own- liarics to 
ing, that they intended to make a powerful defcent Engl*^*^- 
op Great Britain early in the fpring. What is more, 
when, a little while after, France being employed la Ingrati- 
making great preparations for a land war in Europe, ^^^^ ^^ 
the king of England required her to defend her own 
pojQEeilions, the Barrier in the Low Countries, 

with 
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An. •755- with the mimbcr of men ftipolated by treaty, 
wh^h countries, acquired b]r Bngiiflx blood and 
Englifh treafurc, had been given ta her cm that ex- 
preis conditioii ySkt refufed to do it, iajrmg, that &e 
could ifK>t rpam troops for that purpofe on apcoimt 
of her dangerous enemy the king of Pruffia : and 
afterwards, when he wa» fccurcd by his* treaty with 
Edgland, fbe urged that as a pretence for her usna*^ 
tural alliance with France. 
Policy of Though the Eti^fh dontmued to make reprisals 
thcFrench ^p^i^ the French, not only in the feas of Atf^tk^ 

ing from ^^^ ^^^ i^ ^^^ ^ Europe^ by -taking tveiy fliip 
open hof. they could meet with, and detaining them, ihcif 
tilities. cargoes, and crews-, yet the French, whether frorrt 
, a confcioufnefs of their want of power by fea, a# 

that they might have a more pfaufiblc plea torej^^- 
fcnt England as the aggrcffor, we're for far from re^ 
. turntngthefe hoftlHties, that their fleet, whidi efcap^ 
Sir Edward Hawke, having, on the thirteenth of An^ 
They take g^g;^ taken the Blandford man of war, with go^ 
ford man pernor Lyttlctoh o» board, going to Carolina, rt«y 
of war ; ^ lit the govcmoT at liberty, as foon as thecoutft was 
but return y^foj^n^ed of the ftiip's being, brought imto Nattt^ 
^nd ihoFtly after releafed both the jiasp and dr«w: 
, However, at the fame time,, their pneporatioBsiw 

a land war Mil went on with greaec diligent^', ^d 
fhcVr utmoft arts and. eSbrts wore fniitldly* exeined 
to peffuade the Spadidsds^ and Dutch tad jorn-widl 
. ^m> againft Great Bmaim In' England the preps^ 
ratiofts by £ea becairie greater than ever;, fevrsa-ai n6W 
_ ibips.of wiw were put in commiflionV and many otfa^sr^ 
taken into the fervice of the government: the expor- 
tation of giMipowder Was forbid : the bounties to lea^ 
mtn were cootinuedrs and the number of thofe that 

either 
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cither entered voluntarily, or were prcflfed, ia. Aiuiyjj,, • 
crcafcd^ di^ily^ as did alia ihe captures from the 
!E^re,nch, aoiQiig which wa$^ their ihip the E£pe> 

' r^nce, of feventy . guos,. taken as. ihe. wa& filing, 
if^m Rochfort to Breft ta be manned. The 
4afvd furges of Gieat Britain, wore likewife ordered tgs 
Ipe augOicnted^ &v<;ral new s:egU3ieat$.were.tai&d ii' 
and aU baUF'pa^y^. of&c^rs, and the oicc-rpeafuxiers^ 
hdonging to Ch^Jifea. hofp4tal» were directed to> 
fend in their namcs^ ages, and tioie of icrvicCf \vk 
ardor that iuch of them aa were yec aiadi^ .to f^v«^ 
ijaight be enupkvyed ag^in^ if wanted. 
. The Eng]yk(h navy» fp eariy as ia.^the moafh o^ State of 
Scptenibf r of thiff yeaF„ eon fitted of ouie fladp cf aa fj]^^" 

. h^^red and ^a g^H)t£^l five of aa hundred, giHkS French 
^ach, thirteen' qf.ainety,. eight of eig^y, fmofi "*^^'' 

• feyenty-four, twenty- nine of fevcaty, fourpf fi«t]|- 
fiXfcOne of/^jity-four^ thkiy-thr^of rix.ty,.tjiiec oi 
fifty-fowj, t|iv»nty-eigkit of fifty^ fourcrffbrtji-fenww 
tlwty-flve. of for ty»; wd fprty-two* of twea^ty , fow 
ftQQ|»: of wftr of ^g^eisjfe guiM eaich* two q€ Ii»- 
leen«. elevtajt of fourtew,. thirtseea of twdw^. aodi 
QMt of tea, b^Ades: a grea» nwaaber of bombn. 
k^tch^^ fireih^^ aind tenders v a ^ionce: ftgifficibnJt 
tQ) Qppofe. the: united mamime fbrmgth of aiJ! the 
powers io Europe;. whUft that of the Fmndai, eiDca 
a^ the end of this* yeac, and inciodii^ the fhips 
then upon the ftacJss^ atsMimted xsx tia more cim 
fir ihips ot^ .eighty guns,, twmty-one of fcventy- 
four, ; ooe of feiteDiy-tswi, fiaiar of fcvroty, tjhirtp . 
one of. hxty-fiaur, two of fiottyy fi:!^ of fifiyy and 
thirty two frigates. ^ ^ * Weeting 

, Such was. the fituatiosi of t&e two fcingdoaas^ of the 
when on the thirteenth, of Nawflober the padiamcnt ^^^l^' 

3 ^^^^ 
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jcfty's 
ipeech* 


An- 1 755 • met, and his majcfty opened the feflion with a fpcech 
His ma* from the throne, in which he acquainted them, 
** That the moft proper meafures had been taken 
to protedt our poflefllons in America, and to regain 
luch parts thereof as had been incroached upon, or 
invaded ; that to preferve liis people from the ca- 
lamities of war, as well as to prevent a general 
war from being lighted up in Europe, he had been 
always ready to accept rcafonable and honourable 
terms of accommodation ; but that none fuch had 
been propofcd by France : that he had alfo confined 
his views and operations to hinder France from 
making new encroachments, or fupporting thole 
already made : to exert his people's right to a fatis- 
faction for hoftilities committed in a time of pro- 
found peaces and to difappoint fuch defigns, as, from 
various appearances and preparations, there was 
reafon to think had been formed againft his king- 
doms and dominions : that the king of Spain ear- 
neftly wilhed the prefervation of the public tran- 
quility, and had given afiurances of his intention 
to continue in the fame pacific fentiments : that he 
himfelf had greatly increafed his naval armaments, 
and augmented his land forces in fuch a manner as 
might be lead burthenfome ; and finally, that he 
had concluded a treaty with the emprefs of Ruffia, 
and another with the landgrave of Hefle Caflfel, 
which fhould be laid before them." 

Iri anfwer to this fpeech, both houfes voted 
moft loyal addreiTes, but not without a warm oppo* 
fition in each, to fome of the particular expref- 
fions ; for it having been propofed in the houfe of 
lords to infert in thiir addrefs the words following, 
viz. " That they looked upon thcmfclv«s as obliged, 

by 
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by the Urongeft ties of duty, gratitude^ and ho- An. 175^ 
nour, to (land by and fupport his majefty in all 
llich wife and neceflary meafures and engagements 
as his majefly might have taken in vindication of 
the rights of his cfown, or to defeat any attempts 
which might be made by Frartce, in refentment for 
fuch meafures ; and to affift his majefty in difap- 
pointing or repelling all fufch enterprizes ^s nlight 
be formed, not only againft his kingdoms, but alfo 
againft any other of his dominions, " thoUgh not 
belonging to the crown of Grea^ Britain,** in cafe 
they fhould be attacked on account of the part 
which his niajefty had taken for maintaifting the 
eflential interefts of his kingdoms." The infert* . 
ing of thefe words in their addfefs was oppofed by 
the earl Temple, and feveral other lords ; becaul^ 
by the firft part of therh they engaged to approve 
of the treaties with RulEa and Heffe Caflcl, neither 
of which they had ever feen, nor could it be fbp- 
pofed that either of them could be of any advan- 
tage to this nation \ and by the fecond part of thefe 
words it feemed to be refolved, to engage thi3 
nation in a continental conneftion for the defence of ' 
Hanover, which it Was impoflible fbr England to ^ 
fupport, and which would be ib far from being of 
any advantage to it at fea, or in America, that it 
might at laft difable the nation from defending it- 
fclf in either of. thofe parts of the world. But 
upon putting the queftiony the inferting of thefe 
words was agreed to by a great majority, and ac- 
tordingly they ftand as part of the addrefs of the 
Jioufe upon that occafion. 

To this remarkable addrefs his majefty returned t*" **J^' 

I itv S SLtL^ 

the following as remarkable anfwer i " My lords, fi,„. 
Numb. VII. T I give , 


£90 HISTORY OF ENGLAND^ 

^* "JSJ"^ I give yoy my hearty thanks for this dutiful an<f 
afFe^ionate addrefs. I fee^ with the greateft fatis^ 
fiidtion, the zeal you exprefs for my peribn and go- 
vernment, and. for the true intereft of your coun- 
try, which I am determined to adhere to* Thr 
affurances which you give me for tlie defence of 
my territories abroad, are a ftrong proof of your 
affcAion for'me, and regard for my honour. No* 
thing Ihall divert me from purfuing thofe meafures 
which wiU ej^dually maintain the poficflions and 
rights of. my kingdoms^ and procure reafonable 
and honourable terms of accommodation.'* 

The addrefs of the houfe of commoins breathed 
the fame fpirit of zeal and gratitude, and was fult 
^f the warmed aflurances of a tt^ fupporc of his 
Hiajcfty, and of his foreign dominions, if attackect 
in rtkntm^tyt of his maintaining the rights of his 
crown and kingdom ; and his majefty's anfwcr ta 
it was tq the fame effedl as that to the houfe of 
lords. -The fame, or nearly the fame words, re- 
lating tOr the treaties concluded by his majefty, and 
XO the defence of his foreign dominions, were pror 
poled to be inferted in thisuddrefs, which was op- 
pofcd by William Pitt, Efqj then paymalter of his. 
majefty*$ forces ; the right honourable^ Henry 
Legge, Efq; then chancellor and undcfr-treafurer 
of his majefty's exchequer, and one of the commilV 
fioncrs at the treafury ; and by feveral other gen- 
tlemen in high pofts under the government, as. 
well as by many .others : but,- upon putting the 
queftion, it was by a coafiderable majority agreed 
to infert the words objefted to ; ^nd very foon af- 
ter, Mn Pitt, Mr. Legge, and moft, if not all of 
the gt^ndemen who had appeared in the oppofition, 

" were 
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were difmiflcd from their employments. In the Aiui/jj. 
mean time, a 'draught came over from Riiflia for 
part of the new fubfidy ftipulated to that crown •; 
but fome of the miniftry, who were then at the 
head of the finances, refufed to pay it, at leaft tin 
the treaty (hould be approved of by parliament. [ 

Sir Thomas Robinfon h^d nbt been long in pof- Altera- 
■feffion of the office of fecretary of ftate, before it JJJ'J'^V^ 
was generally perceived, that, though an honed nifiry, 
well-meaning man, and a favourite with the king, 
his abilities were not equal to the fuiiftions of that 
poft. Much lefs were they fo at this junfture, when 
thenation was on the point of being engaged in adif- 
ficult and expenfivc war, and plunged into foreign 
meafures and connexions, which would require the 
utmoft (kill of an able polirician to render them 
palatable to the people. Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fox, 
though they fcarce ever agreed in any other thing, 
had generally united in oppofing his meafures; 
and their fuperior influence in the houfe of com- , 
mbns, and univerfally acknowledged abilities, tho* 
of very different kinds, had always prevailed ; un- 
common as it was, to lee two perfons who hdd 
cohiiderable places under thje government, one of 
them being paymafter-general, and the other fe- 
cretary at war,- oppofe, upon almoft every occa- 
fion, a fecretary of ftate, who was fuppofed to 
know and^fpeak the fentiments of his maftc^r. Sir 
Thomas himfclf foon grew fenfible of his want of 

fufficient weight in the fenate of the nation -, and 

« 

therefore, of his own accord, on the tenth of 
November, wifely and dutifully refigncd the j^^ p^^^ 
fcals of his office to his majefty, vvho delivered made fe- 
thcm to Mf; Fox, and appointed Sir Thomas ^^^^^nf ^^ 

T a mailer 
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^« ?7S5* nlafter of the wardrobe, with a penfion to him dur- 
ing his life, and after his death to his Tons. Lord 
^ Harrington fucceeded Mr. Fox as iccrctary ^t war > 
and foon after Sir, George Lyttelton was made 
chancellor of the exchequer, and a lord of the trea- 
fury, in the room of Mr, Lcgge, who had declared 
himfelf againft the new continental fyftem. How- 
ever, notwithftanding even thefe changes in the 
miniftry, very warm debates arofe in both houfes, 
when the treaties of Ruflia and HefTe Caflel came 
to be confidered by them •, feme of the members 
were for referring them to a committee -, but this 
motion was over-ruled, in confideration of his ma* 
jelly's having engaged in them to guard againft a 
ilorm that feemed ready to break upon his eledto* 
ral dominions, merely on account of our quarrel 
The trca- with the French. They were at length approved 
ties with ^f by ^ niajority of three hundred and cichteen^ 
HefleCaf- agamlt one hundred and twenty-fix, m the houfe 
fel con- of commons ; and by eighty-four againft eleven, 
Srpl?/ in the houfe of lords. 

liament. The houfe of .commons then proceeded to pro* 
vide for the fervice of the cnfuing year, and for 
the deficiencies of the provHions for the formen 
Seamen, Fifty thoufand feamen, including nine thoufand 
troops, one hundred and thirty-eight marines, were voted 
and fup ^^ ^^^^ twenty-fourth of November, for the fervice 
j3^ies of the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty- 

voted. .£j^^ together with two millions fix hundred thou- 
fand pounds for their maintenance j and thirty- 
four thoufand two* hundred and fixty- three land- 
foldiers, with nine hundred and thirty xhoufand 
fix hundred anc^. three pounds, fix Ihillings, and 
nine pence for thqir fupport. An hundred thou- 
fand 
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iknd poO^ids were voted as a fubfidy to the emprefs An. 1 755. 
of Ruffia ; fifty-four thouland one hundred and 
forty pounds, twelve (hillings, and fixpence, were 
voted tp the landgravp of Hefle Caflcl, and ten 
thoufand pounds to the eleftor of Bavaria. 

While the national bufinefs was thus going on, 
not only. the public of Great Britain, but the whole • 
world, was thrown into the deepeft confternation 
by a dreadful earthquake, which, on the firft of Earth- 
November, fhook all Spain and Portugal, and quake at 
many other places in Europe, and laid the city of 
Lifboh in ruins. When the news of this great ca- 
lamity firft reached England, it was feared left the • 
confequenccs 6f it might affeftour public credit, 
confidering^ the vaft intereft which the Englifli 
merchants had in the Portuguefe, trade : but, for- 
tunately, it afterwards proved inconfiderable, in 
comparifon of what had been apprehended; the 
quarter in which the Eriglifh chiefly lived, and 
where they had their warehoufes, having fuffered 
the leaft of any part of the city ; and molt of 
the Englifli merchants then refiding there, toge- 
ther with their families, being at their country 
houfes, to avoid the infults to which they might 
have been expofed from the Portuguefe populace, 
during the celebration of their Auto da fe, which 
was kept that very day. The two firft Ihocks of 
this dreadful vifitation continued near a quarter of 
an hour, after which the water of the ri'ver Tagus 
rofe perpendicularly above twenty feet, and fub- ' 
fided to its natural bed in lefs than a minute. 
Great numbers of houfes, of which this city then 
contained about thirty-fix thowfand, extehding in 
' length near fix miles, in form of a crefcent, on 

T 3 the 
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Aa. 1755' the afcent 6f a hill upon the north fliorc of the 
mouth of the river Tagus, within nine miles from 
the ocean, were thrown down by the repeated com- 
motions of the earth, together with feyeral magni- 
ficent churches, monafterics, and public buildings,, 
But what entirely completed the ruin of this then 
moft opulent capital of the Portuguefe dombions^ 
was a devouring conflagration, partly fortuitous or 
natural, but chiefly occafioned by a fet of impious 
yillains, who, unawed by the tremendous fcene at 
that very infl:ant pafling before their eyes, with ^ 
wickednefs fcarcely to be credited, fet fire even to 
the falling edifices in different parts of the city, to 
increafe the general confufion, that they might 
have the better opportunity to rob and plunder 
their already defolated fellow-citizens. Out of 
three hundred and fifty thoufand inhabitants, whfch 
Lifbqn was then fuppofed to contain, about ten 
thoufand perifhed by this calamity ; and the furvi- 
yors, deprived of their habitations, and deftituto 
even of the neceflaries of life, were forced to feek 
for fhelter in the open fields. 

As fpon as his majefty received an account of 

this deplorable event, from his ambaflador at the 

court of Madrid, he fent a meflage to both houfes 

of parliament, on the twenty-eighth of November, 

acquainting them therewith, and dcfiring their 

concurrence and.affiftance towards fpeedily relieving 

the unhappy fulFercrs -, and the parliament there- 

tipon, to the honour of Britifh humanity, unani- 

^*^^ d^b "^P^fly voted, on the eighth of December, a gift 

thcparlia- of ^^ hundred ihoufand pourids for the diflreffed 

inent to people of Portugal. A circumftancc which en- 

ttig»c& ha,nces the merit of this aftion is, th« tho,vgh the. 
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Englifli themfelves were, at that very time, in An. 475 j. 
great want of grain, a confiderable part of the fum 
was fent in corn, flour, rice, and a large quantity 
of beef from Ireland : fupplies which came very 
feafonably for the poor Portuguefe, who were in 
aftual wtat of the neceflaries of life. Their king was 
fo afFefted by this inftitnce of Britifli generofity, that, 
to ihew his gratitude for the timelyVelief,'he ordered 
'Mr. Caftres, the Britifh refident at his court, to give 
^he preference in the diftribution of thefe fupplies. 
to the Britifli fubj?6ts who had fuCfered by the 
^earthquake : accordingly abaut a thirtieth part of ^ 
the provifions, and two thoufand pounds in money, 
•were fet apart for that purpofe ; and his Portu- 
guefe majefty returned his thanks, in v^ry warm 
'tc0is, to the Britifli crown and f^ation. 

The report of an intended invafion ^f theie Troops, 
kingdoms by the French increafing daily, on the ^^P^**!* j 
twenty- fecond day of January the lord Bar^ington, by'parliA- 
"as fccretary at war, laid before the houfe an eftimate nieau 
for defraying the charge of ten new regiments of 
foot, over and above the thirty-four thoufand two 
hundred and fixty-three land-foldiers before or- 
dered to be raifed ; and a fum of ninety-one thou- 
fand nine hundred and nineteen pounds ten Ihil- 
•lings, was voted for thefe additional forces : upon an- 
»ochtr eftimate, prefented a little after by the fame 
lord, and founded upon the fame reafons, for raifing, 
ibr the farther dt fence of the kinigdom, eleven troops 
'of light dragoons, forty-oine thoufand fix hundred 
and twenty-eight pounds eleven fhillings and three 
pence, were voted for die enfuing year; together 
iwith eighty-one thoufand one hundred and feventy- ' 

«cijgbt poimils lixteen fliillings, for a regiment of 

T 4 ' foot 
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An. 1755. foot to be raifed in North America; two hundred 
and ninety-eight thoufand five hundred and thirty- 
four pounds fcvcnteen (hillings ^and ten pence half- 
penny, for the maintenance of our forces already 
cftabliftied in our American colonies •, and feventy- 
nine thoufand nine hundred and fifteen pounds fix 
(hillings, for (ix regiments of foot from Ireland, 
to ferve in North America and the Eaft Indies, 
. Befides all thefe fupplies, Mr. Fox, on the twen- 
ty-eighth of January, prefcntcd to the houfe a 
me(rage from the king, defiring them to take into 
conflderatibn the faithful fervices of the people of 
New England, and of fome other parts of North 
America 5 upon which an hundred and fifteen 
thoufand pounds more were voted, and five thou- 
fand as a reward to Sir William Johnfon in parti- 
. . , cular. In (hort, including fcveral other fums, as 
well for defraying the expence of the army and 
navy, as for a fub(idy of twenty thoufand pounds ' 
to the king of Pruflia, and an hundred and twenty- 
one thoufand four hundred and forty- feven pounds 
two (hillings and fix pence for Hanoverian troops, 
of which two laft articles farther notice will be 
taken hereafter. The whole of the fupplies granted 
by parliament, in this fefllon, amounted to feven 
millions two hundred and twenty- nine thoufand 
one hundred and fevcnteen pounds four fhillings 
and fix pence three farthings: for raifing this 
fum, befides the malt-tax, and the land-tax of four 
ihillings in the pound, the whole produce of the 
finking-fund, from the fifth of January one thou- 
fa^nd feven hundred and fifty-fix, until it Ihould 
amount to one million five hundred and fifty-five 
thoufand nine hundred and fifty-five pounds elevep 

. ihil. 


GEORGE IL 297 

ChilHngs and eleven pence half- penny,- was ordered' An. 1755, 
to be applied thereunto ; together with a millton, 
to be railed by loans, or exchequer- bills, at three 
per centum intcrcft; one .million five hundred 
thoufand pounds to be raifed by the faleof re* 
deemable annuities, at three and a half per cen* 
turn; and five hundred thoufand pounds to be 
raifed by a lottery, at three per centum : all which 
fums, with eighty-three thoufand four hundred and 
twelve pounds two ihillings and five pence half-- 
penny, then remaining in the Exchequer, amount- 
ed to feven millions four hundred and twenty* 
feven thoufand two hundred and fixty-one pounds, 
five Ihillings and feven pence. 

The clauie inferted in the mutiny-bill laft year, Mudny- 
fubje6ling all officers and foldiers raifed in Ame- ^r^^ "^ 
rica, by authority of the rcfpeftive governors or marinen 
governments there, to the fame rules and articles ^* ^^*" 
of war, and the fame penalties and punilhments, 
as the Britifh forces were liable to j the aft pafTed 
at the fame time for regulating the marine-forces, 
while on (hbre 5 and that for the more fpeedy and 
effeftual manning of his majefty*s navy; were not 
only confirmed now, but it was farther enafted, 
with refpcft to this laft, as well as for the more 
fpeedy and effeftual recruiting of his majefty^s 
land-forces, "That the commiflioners appointed by 
the prefent aft fhould be impowered to raife and 
levy, within their rcfpeftive juiifdiftions, fuch able- 
bodied men as did not follow any lawful calling or 
employment, or had not fome other lawful and fiif- 
ficent fupport ; and might order, wherever and 
whenever they pleafed, a general fearch to be made 
for fpch perfons, in order to their being brought: 

before 
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before theiti to be examined ; nay, that the parifli 
or town officers might, without any fuch order, 
fearch for and fecure fuch perfons, in order to con- 
vey them before the faid commiffioners to be exa- 
mined: That if any three commiflioners Ihould 
find any pcrfon, fo brought before them, to be 
within the above defcription, and if the recruiting 
officer attending fhould judge him to b^ a man fit 
for his majefty's fcrvice, they Ihould caufe him t6 
be delivered to fuch officer, who might fcture him 
in any place of fafety provided by the juftices of 
peace for that purpofe, or even in any public pri- 
fon ; and that every fuch man was from that time 
to be deemed a lifted foldicr, and not to be taken 
out of his majefty's fervice by any procefi, other 
than for fome criminal matter. 

Nothing could more plainly (hew either the zeal 
of the parliament fof a vigorous profecution of the 
war, or their confidence in the juftice and mpdera* 
tioff of our miniftry, than their agreeing to" this 
aA, which was to continue in force till the end 
of the next feffion ; and which, in the hands of 
a wicked and enterprifing adminiftration, might 
have been made fuch an ule of, as would have been 
inconfifteht with that fecurity which is provided 
by our happy conftitution for th« liberty of the 
fubjea:. 

The next objeft of the immediate attention of 
the parliament, in this feffion, was the raifing of a 
»ew regiment qf foot in North America; for 
which purpofe the fum of eighty-one thoufand one 
hundred and feventy-eight pounds fixteen Ihil- 
lings, to which the eftimate thereof amounted, 
-waS' voted. Thir regiment, which was to confift 

of 
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' of fopr b*tta,lion8 of a thoufand men each, was in- *^ ^7Si* 
fendqd tot ^ raifcd chiefly out of the Germans and 
Swifs, who, for many years paft, had annually 
tranipojied , themfelves in great numbers to the, , 
Rritifh plantations in America, wbere wafte land& 
had been afllgoed them upon the frontiers of the 
provinces; but, very injudicioufly, no care had - 
been taken to intermix them with theEnglilh inhar. 
bitants of the place. To this circumftance it isowing, 
that they have contiaued to porrefpond and conrerib 
wily. with one another^ fa tjiat very few of them, 
even of ;hofe who have been born there, have yet 
learnt to fpeak or underftaad the Englifli tongue. 
However, as they are all jealous proteftants, and 
in general ftrong, hardy men, and accuftomed to. 
the climate, it was judged that a regiment of good 
and faithful foldiers might beraifed out of them, 
particularly proper to oppole the French: but to 
this end it was neceffary lo appoint fome oljicers, 
elpecially fubalterns, wIk) underftood military dif* 
cipline, and could fpeak the German language ;. 
and as a fufficicnt number of fuch could not be 
found among the Englifh ofiicers, it was nceeflary 
to bring over and to grant commiffions to feveral 
German and Swifs ofiicers and engineers : but as this 
ftep, by the aft of fettlement, could not be taken 
without the authority of parliament, an aft was 
now pafled for enabliiig his majefty to grant com- 
miffions to a certain number of foreign proteftants^ 
who had fcrved abroad, as officers, or engineers, io 
aft and rank as officers, or engineers, in America . 
only. 

An aft was likewife pafFed iathis feffion, ftriftly 
forbidding, under gain of deaths any of liis mai- 
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jefty's fubje6ls to fcrve as officers under the French 
king, or to inlift as foldiers in his fervice, without 
his majefty's previous licence ; and alio for obliging 
iuch of his msyefty's fubjeds as fhould, in time to 
come, accept of commifTions in the Scotch brigade 
in the Dutch fervice, to take the oaths of alle- 
giance and abjuration, on pain of forfeiture of five 
hundred pounds. 

As it had been refolved^ in the beginning of 
the preceding fummer, to build veflels of force 
vfpon the lake Ontario, an aft was now palled for 
extending the maritime laws of England, relating 
to the government of his majefty's Ihips and forces 
by fea, to fuch officers, feamen, and others, as. 
fhould ferve on board his majcfty's Ihips or veflels 
employed upon the lakes, great waters, or rivers, 
in North America : and alfo, but not without opr 
pofition to this laft, for the better recruiting of his 
majefty*s forces upon the continent of America ; to 
which end, by a new claufe now added to a former 
aft, a recruiting officer was impowcred to inlift and 
detain an indented fervant, even though his mafter 
Ihbuld reclaim him, upon paying to the mafter 
fuch a fum as two juftices of peace within the pre- 
cinft Ihould adjudge to be a reafonable equivalent 
for the original purchafe- money, and the remain- 
ing time fuch fervant might have to ferve. 

The inteftine broils of Ireland were happily 
compofed this year, by the prudent management 
of the marquis of Hartington, lord lieutenant of 
that' kingdom. By his fteady and difmterefted 
conduft, his candour and humanity, the Irifh were 
not only brought to a much better temper, even 
among themfelvcs, than they were before their 

late 
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lite outrageous riots and dangerous diflenfions An. 17s 5- 
happened ; but alfo prevailed upon to acquiefce in 
the meafures of England, without this laft being 
obliged to give up any one point of her fuperio* 
rity. The leading men in the parliament of Ire- 
land were the firft that conformed ; and though 
the ferment continued very high for fome time af- 
ter, among the middling and lower ranks of people^ 
it was at length intirely allayed by the wifdom of 
the lord lieutenant, and the excellent laws which 
he encouraged and pafled for the benefit of that 
nation. The P--^-^ — of Ireland, who had been 
very bufy in fomenting many of the late difturb* 
ances, was, by his majefty's command, ftruck off 
the lift of privy counfellors ; and the greatcft part 
of thofe patriots, whom fadion had turned out of 
their employments there, were reinftated with 
honour. 

Among other objeds of the attention of the le- 
giflature of that country, ten thoufand pounds were 
granted for making the river'Nore navigable from 
the city of Kilkenny to the town of Inneftalge ; 
twenty thoufand pounds towards carrying on an 
inland navigation ftx)m the city of Dublin to thd 
river Shannon ; four thoufand pounds for m-aking 
the river Newry navigable ; a thoufand pounds a 
year, for two years, for the encouragement of Eng- 
lilh proteftant fchools j fevcral fums, to be diftri- 
buted in premiums, for the encouragement of the 
cambrick, hempen, and flaxen manufadturcs -, and 
three hundred thoufand pounds to his majefty, 
towards fupporting the feveral branches of the 
eftablilhment, and for defraying the cxpences of 
the government for two years. * ' , / 

2 The 
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Ab. i7s;6. The parliamsent of England, which had ad- 
Continua- journed on the twenty-third of December, met 
f ffion^of^ again -, the houfc of commons on the thirteenth of 
parlia- January, and the lords on the nineteenth* In the 
mcnt. mean time, that is to foy, on the fixtcenth of the 
fame month, the treaty between his Britannic ma- 
Trcaty jefly and the king of Pruflia was figncd, import- 
with Pruf- i^g^ That, for thcKiefence of their common coun- 
try, Germany, and in order to prefcrve her peace 
and tranquillity, which, it v/as feared, was in danr 
' ger 6f being difturbed, on account of the difputes 
in America \ the two kings for that end only, en- 
s tered into a convention of neutrality, by which 
they reciprocally bovind thcmfclvcs not to fuffer 
foreign troops of any nation whatlbever to enter 
into Germany, or pafs through it, during the trou- 
bles aforcfaid,' and the corlfequence» that might 
refult from them ; but to oppofe the fame with 
their utmoft might, in order to fccure Germany 
from the calamities of war, maintain her funda- 
mental "laws and conftitutions, and preferve her 
peace uninterrupted. Their majefties, moreover^ 
feized this favourable opportunity to adjufl xhc 
differences that had fubfifted between them, in re* 
lation to the remainder of the Silefia loan due to 
the fubjefts of his Britannic majefty, and the in* 
dcmnification claimed by the fubjedts of his Pruf- 
fian majefty for their loiTes by fca during the late 
war ; fo that the attachment laid on the faid debt 
was agreed to be taken off, as foon as the ratificar 
tion of this treaty fliould be exchanged. 
h new On the twenty-firft of January the houfe took 
bill or- ^^^^ confideration the laws then in being, relating 
dercd, to the militia of this kingdom \ and, finding them 
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infuffici^ent, ordered a new bill to be prepared, and Ad,j7$& 
brought in, for the better regulating of the iriiliiia 
forces m tho fitveral counties of England. A bill 
was accordingly prepared* to that effeft^ much the 
fame is that which has been fioce! pa0ed into a 
law, and prefented to the houfc on the twelfth, of 
March by the honourable Charks Townfliendi 
£lq; who^ to hi& hoziour, Mras one of the cHief pro:* 
niottrs of it ;. add, a&er recoiviog many amend- 
ments in the. houfi^ of cosnmoni, it was on the 
tenth of May paflfcds and fent to the lords : but paffcdby; 
fcvcral objeftions being made to it by fome of the InonTr*' 
peers, ajad, it feemiog to them, as they faid, that 
Ibme farther, amendmenrs wexe ftill nectrflary> 
vrliich they thought they could not in that feffio^ 
fpore time .to contfider fo maturely as the impor- 
tance of the fubjeft required, a negative of fifty- but rejea- 
nine againft twenty- thvee was put. upon the mo-'^^j^x^^ 
tion for palling the bill ; though every one mufl: 
have been fenfible, not only of the propriety, but 
even of the ablolute necqflity of fuch a law, which 
was ardently defired by the whole nation. 

On the twenty-feventh.of May his m^efty went End oT 
to the houfe of peers, and, after giving the royal ^^ ^-^ 
aflent to the bills then depending, thanked his 
parliament, in a fpeech from the throne,, for thq 
vigorous and efFedlual fupport they had given him; 
and acquainted them, that the injuries and hofti- 
Uties which had been fp;* fome time committed by 
the French againft his dominions and fubjefts, 
were then followed by th^ . ad:ual invafion of th© 
ifland of Minorca, though guarantied to him by 
all the great power* of Europe, and particularly by 
the French king: That he had therefore found 

hin> 
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An. J 756* himfclf obUged, in vindicadon of the honour of 
his crown, and of the rights of his people, to de-» 
clare war in form againfl France ; and that he re-» 
J lied on the Divine Proteftion, and the vigorous 

afiiilaince of his faithful fubjedS) in fo juft a caufe. 
Tl^e pariiament was then adjourned to the eigh- 
teenth of June; from thence afterwards to the 
eighteenth of July, and then it was prorogued. 
Letter In the month of January Mr. Fox, lately 

RoSll^to ^Ppoi'^^cd fecretary of (late, received a letter 
the fecre- from Mr. Rouille, minifter and fecretary of date 
22^^ for foreign affairs to the king of France^ expo- 
lating, in the name of his fovereign, upon the 
orders and inllrudtions for committing hofHli- 
ties, which his Britannic majefty had given to ge- 
neral Braddock and admiral Bofcawen, in diametrir 
ral oppofition to the mofl folemn afTurances fo 
often repeated by word of mouth, as well as in 
writing. He complained of the infult which had 
been offered to his matter's flag, in attacking and 
taking two of his (hips in the open fea^ without 
any previous declaration of war; as alfo by com* 
mitting depredations on the commerce of hismoft 
Chriflian majefty's fubjefts, in contempt of the 
law of nations, the. faith of treaties, and the ufages 
cftablifhed among civilized nations. He faid, the 
fentimenis and charafter of his Britannic majefly 
gave the king his mafler room to expeft, that, at 
his return to T^ondon^ he would difavow the con- 
duct of his admiralty ; but feeing that, inflread of 
pUnifhing, he rather encouraged thofe who had 
been guilty of futh depredations, his mofl Chriflian 
majefly would be deemed deficient in what he 
owed to his own glory, the dignity of his crown, 

and 
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liid tKfe deferice ctf Ris people, if he deferred any An. 1750. 
longer demanding a figrtSl reparatioh for the oiit- 
l-age dcme to the French flag,* and the damage fuf; 
tained by his Ibbgeft^i He therefort demanded 
immediate tod fdll reftituiSon of all the French 
Ihips, which^ contrary to law dnd decetCimi had 
been taken by the Englifli navy, together with all 
♦the officers, Ibldiers, iharinersi guni, fibres, and ^ 

merchandize. He declared;; that (hoald this refti- 
tution be madt^ he fliOiild be willing to engage in 
a negotiation for what furthef fatisfaftidn he might 
claim, andcontinufe dfeflrods to fee thediiFerenfces 
relating to America determiried by a folid arid 
equitable aoeommodatidn : btit if, contrary to all 
iiopes, thde demands Ihould be rejefited, he would 
confider fuch a denial of juftfce is the nlc^ Autheri* 
tic declaration of war, kni as ^ forn^ed' defign ift 
the court of London to difttirb the peace of Eif- 
rope. 

To this peremptory rertioriftfdnfce thei Britifli 
fecretary Was directed to arifwerj iThat though the 
king of England would readily confferit to in equit- 
able and folid accommodatioft,- he would riot comf- 
ply with the deiriand pf immediate and jfliil reftitxi- 
tion as a preliminary xondltion ; fdr his majeftjr 
had taken, no fteps but fueh as Were rendered )Uft 
and iridifperifible by the hoftilities which the French 
began in time of profound peace, and ^ 'pfoper 
regard for his own honour, the rights and poffef- 
iidns of -hi^ crown, and the fecurity of his liing- 
doms. 

Without ill doubt the late trirTfa6tion$ hid af- 
forded fpccious arguments for both nations tp im- 
peach the cortduft of each other. The French 
• Numb. 7, U ,; court. 
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An. 1756. court, cdnfcious of their incroaGhments m^fova 
The two Scotia, aiFedcd to draw a Ihade over thefe, as par- 
nations^ .ticulars belonging to i difputed territory, and to 
nate. upon divert the attention to the banks erf" the Ohio, 
each where Jamonville and his detachment had been 
****'' attacked and maffacred by the Englifli, without the 
leaft provocation. They like wife inveighed againft 
the capture of their (hips, before any declaration 
of war, as flagrant afts of piracy ; and fome neu- 
tral powers of Europe fecmed to confider them in 
the fame point of view. 

It w^s certainly high time to check the infolence 
Jof the French by force of arms, .and furely this 
•might have been as effeftually and expeditioufly 
exerted under the ufual fandion of a fcwrmal decla- 
ration i the omilTion of which expofed the admi- 
niftration to the cenfijre of our neighbours, and 
fixed the imputation of fraud and free-booting on 
the beginning of the war. The miniftry was /aid 
to have delayed the ceremony of denouncing war 
.from political confiderations, fuppofing that, fhould 
the French be provoked into the firft declaration 
of this kind, the powers of Europe would confider 
his moft Chriftian cnajefty as the aggreflbr, and 
.Great Britain would reap all the fruits of the defen- 
fiye alliances in which (he had erigaged. But 
.nothing could be more weak and frivolous than 
fuch a conjefture: the aggre/Tor is he who firft 
violates the peace ; and every ally will interpret 
the aggre(non according to his owqi intcreft and 
convenience. The adminiftration maintained the 
appearance of candour in the midftof their hofti* 
lities.. . Themerchant-fhips, of which a great num- 
ber had been taken^from the French, .were. not fold 
4 ^ ^ and 
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jB(hd divided among the captors, aecardir>g to the An. 175$, 
practice of w$ir ^ but carefully fcqueftcred, with all 
their cargoes and eflFe<3:s, in order to'be^eftored to 
the right owners, in cafe the difpUtes betweieh the 
two nations fliould not be produftive of an opfen 
rupture. , In this partitular, however, it was pity 
that a little common fcnfe had not been blended 
with their honourable intention. Great part of the' 
cargoes confifted of fifli, and other perifliable com- 
modities, which were left to rot and putrefy, and 
afterwards thrown overboard to prevent contagion 1 
fo that the owners and captors were equally difap* 
:poipted, and the value of them loft to both na* 
tions. 

. The court of Verfailles, while they jprcfented re*- 
monftrances which they knew would prove inef- 
fectual, and exclaimed againft the condud: of Great 
Britain with all the arts of calumny and exaggera- 
tion at every court in Chriftendom, continued ne- 
verthelcfs to make fuch preparations as denoted a 
defign to profccute the war with uncommon vigour. 
They began to repair and fortify Dunkirk : orders 
.wer^ publifhed, that all Britifh fubjcfts fliould quit 
the dominions of France: many Englilh veffels 
were feized in different pOTts of that kingdom, and 
tjieir crews , f<^i>t to prifon. At the fame time an The 
edid was iflfued, inviting the French fubiefts to ^^«"ch 

rr • ' • /•/-!." threaten^ 

equip privateers, olienng a premium of forty livres GreatBri- 
.fot' every gun, and as much for every man they ^^^, with 
,fhould take from the enemy ; and promifing that, ^on"^*" 

in cafe a peace fliould be fpeedily concluded, the 
,king would purchafe the privateers at prime coft. ' 

They employed great numbers of artificers and 
..ieamen in equipping a formidable fquadron of Ihips 

U 2 at 


3o8 HISTORY or ENGLAND. 

An. 1756. at Brell ; and, aflftmbling a ftrong body of land- 
forces, as well as a confiderable number of tranf- 
ports, threatened the iOand of Great Britain with a 
dangerous invafion. 

The Englifh people were feized with cotiflema- 
tion : the miniftry - were alarmed and perplexed. 
Colonel Yorke, the Britifh refident at the Hague, 
Reqiiifi- was ordered by his majefiy to make a requifition of 
dTcwand* the fix thoufand men whom the States General axe 
Dutch obliged by treaty to furnifh, when Great Britain 
troops ac- (^^11 be threatened with an invafion -, and in Fe- 
^ m^nr. bruary he prefcnted a memorial for this* piirpofe. 
Monfieur d'Affry, the French king's miniller at 
'the Hague, having received intinudon of this de- 
mand, produced a counter memorial from his 
mailer, charging the Englifli as the aggrefibrs, 
and giving the States General plainly to under- 
ftand, that ihould they grant the fuccours de- 
manded by Great Briuun, he would cpnfider their 
compliance as an a(5t of hdlility againft himfelf 
The Dutch, though divided among thetnfelves by 
faftion, were unanimoufly averfc to any meafure 
that might involve them in the approaching war. 
Their commerce was in a great meafbre de€ayed, 
and their finances were too much exhaufted to ad- 
mit of an immediate augmentation of their forces, 
which for many other reafons they ftrove to avoid. 
They forefaw a great increafe of trade in their ad- 
hering to a pun6tual neutrality : they were afraid 
of the French by land, and jealous of the Englifh 
by fea -, and perhaps enjoyed the profp^ of feeing 
thefe two proud and powerful nations humble and 
impovcriih each other. Certain it is, the States 
General protrafted their ainfwer to Mr. Yorkc'fi 
* . memo- 
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memorial by fuch affefted delays, that the court of Aa. 1756. 
jpondon perceived their intention, and in order to 
avoid the mortificatipn of a flat denial, the king or* 
dcred his refident to acquaint the princefs regent, 
that he 'would not ihfift upon his demand. The 
ftates, thus freedfrom their perplexity, at length deli- 
vered an anfwcr to Mr. Yorke, in which they ex- 
patiated on the difficulties they were laid under,, 
and thanked his Britannic majeily for having freed 
them by his declaration from that embaraffment 
into which they werqthrown by his firft demand 
flind the counter memorial of the French minifter. 
The real fentiments of thofe people, however^ 
i;aore pla'mly appeared in the previous refolution 
delivered to the ftates of Holland by the towns of 
Amfterdam, Dort, Haerlem, Gouda, Rotterdam, 
and Enckhuyfen, declaring flatly that England 
was uncontrovertibly the aggrclTor in Europe, by 
fcizing a confiderable number of French veflels ; 
that the threatened invafxon of Great Britain did 
not affeft the republic's guarantee of the proteftant 
fucceffion, inafmuch as it was only intended to ob- 
tain reparation for the injury fuftained by the fub» 
jedts of his moft chrifl:ian majefty •, finally, that the 
iuccours demanded could be of no advantage to the 
king of England,^ as it appeared by the declaration 
of his moft Chriftian majefty, th^t their granting 
thefe fuccours would immediately lay them under 
a neceffity of demanding, in their turn, afliftance 
from Great Britain. From this way of arguing, 
the Englilh may perceive what they have to expeft 
in cafes of emergency from the friendfhip of their 
^eareft allies, who muft always be furniflied with 
the fame excufe whenever they find it convenient 
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An. 1756. or necefiary to their own intereft. Such a confide- 
ration, joined to other conqurring^ motives, ought 
to inciuce the Britifli legiflature to withdraw its de- 
pendance,from all foreign connexions, and provide 
fuch a conftitucional force within itfelf, as will be 
fully fufEcient to baffle all the efforts of an external 
enemy. The apprchenfions and diftraftion of the 
people at this junfture plainly evinced the expedi- 
ency of fuch a national force : but different parties 
were divided in their opinions about the nature of 
fuch a provifion. Sonle of the warmeft friends of 
their country propofed a well-regulated militia, as 
an inftitu^ion that would effeftu ally anfwer the pur- 
pofe of defending a wide extended fea-coaft from 
• invafion ; while, on the other hand, this propofal 
was ridiculed and refuted as imprafticable or ufelels 
by all the retainers to the court, and all the officers 
of the (landing army. In the mean time;, as the 
experiment could not be immediately tried, and 
the prefent junfture demanded fome inftant deter- 
mination, recourfe was had to a foreign reme'dy. 
Mcflagc Towards the latter end of March, the king fent 
from the 3 written mcflage to parliament, intimating he 
the par- ^^^ received repeated advices from different per- 
iia^ent. fons and places, that a defign had been formed by 
the French court to invade Great Britain oir Ire- 
land ; and the great preparations of forces, fliips, 
artillery, and warlike ftores, then nocorioufly niak- 
ing in the ports of France oppofite to the Britifli 
coafts, together with the language of the French 
minifters in fome foreign courts, left little room to 
doubt the reality of fuch a defign : that his ma- 
jefty had aujgmented his forces both by fea and 
|and, and taken proper ineafures and precautions 

tor 
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for putting his kingdom in a pofture of defence: An. 1756. 
that, in order further to ftrengthcn himfelf, he had 
made a requifition of a body of Heflian troops, pur- 
fuant to the late treaty^ to be forthwith brought 
over, and for that purpofe ordered tranfports to be 
prepared : that he doubted not of being enabled and 
fupported by his parliament in taking all fuch mea- 
furcs as might be conducive to an end fo eflfential 
to the honour of his crown, the prefervation of 
the proteftant religion, and the laws and liberties 
of thefe kingdoms. This meflage was no fooner 
received, than both houfes voted, compofed, and 
prefented very warm and afFeftionate addreffes, in 
which his majefty was thanked for the requifition 
he had made of the HeflSan troops, a meafure 
which at any other time would have been ftigma- 
tized with all the fatire and rhetoric of the oppo- 
fition. 

Even this precaution was not thought fufficient 
to fecure the ifland, and quieft the terrors of the 
people. In a few days Mr. Fox, the new minifter, 
encouraged by the unanimity which had appeared 
fo coiifpicuous in the motions for the late ad- 
drefles, ventured to move again, in the houfe of 
commons, that another addrefs Ihould be prefented 
to the king, befeeching his majefly, that for the 
more effeftual defence of this ifland, and for the 
better fecurity of the religion and liberties of his 
fubjefts, againft the threatened attack by a foreign 
enemy, he would be gracioufly pleafcd to order 
twelve battalions of his cleftoral troops, together 
with the ufual detachment of artillery, to be forth- 
with brought into this kingdom. There was a 
fonfiderable party in the houfe, to whom fuch a 
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An, 1756. motioa was odious and detefti^c : but^ coal)def* 
iag the critical fitqation of affi^rs, they were afrai4 
tha( a dired oppoQtioa inight expofe them to ^. 
more odious fufpicion : they thcrrforc moved fot 
the order of the day, and infiftcd on the queftion'5 
being put upon that motion i but it i^as carried 
in the negative hy a conliderabl? majority, which 
alfo agreed to the other propof^. The rcfolutioi^ 
of the houfe was communicaied to the ^cirds^ whq 
uhanimoufly concurred ; and their joint addrefi^ 
being prefentedj hjs majefty aflured them he wouW 
immediately comply with their requeft. Accords 
ingly, fuch expedition was ufed, that in the eourfe 
A body of of the next month both Hanoverians and Heifians 
Hanove- arrived in Englandj^ and encamped in different paraj 
Heffians of the kingdom. As the fears of an invafion fuhr 
tranfport- fided in the npinds of the people, their antipathy tQ 
Lnd. "^' ^^^^ foreign auxiliaries emerged. They were be- 
held with the eyes of jealoufy, fufpiciom, and dif- 
dain. They wfcre treated with contempt, referve^ 
and rigour. The miniftry was execrated for hav- 
ing reduced the nation to fuch a low circumftancq 
of diigrace, as that they (hbuld 01^ their fecurity to. 
German mercenaries. There were not. wanting 
fome incendiaries who circulated hints and infinur 
adons, that the lungdom had been purpofely left 
unprovided ; andthat the nadves of South-Britain 
had been formerly fubdued and expelled by at body 
of Saxon auxiliaries, whom they had hired for their 
prefervatipn. In a word, the doubts and fufpicioAS 
of a people naturally blunt and jealous, were In- 
flamed to fuch a degree of aninioGty, that nothing 
would have reftrained them, from violent afts of 
outrage, but the moft orderly, modeft, and iij- 
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0&ttf£v€ behayiopr W which both the Kiiiio^i^ns An. 175^ 
anc) Hefli#ns were di{t>ngui(hed. 

Under ih€ cJodJc of an invading armaotenty 
which engfoffibd tbe attention of theBritiifa nation^ 
the JFrcnch were fi6fcaaily employed in preparations 
for an e:^pedition, which fucceeded according to 
icheir wiih. In the beginning of the year advice 
was received that a French fquadron would foon be 
in a condition to fail from Toalon : this was after-^ Frendi 
wards confirmed by repeated intelligence not only ^00^2' 
from foreign gazettes, but alfo from EngliQi mi- Toulon, 
niftiers and Coftfuls refiding in Spain and Italy. 
They affirmed that the Toulon fquadron confifted ^ 
* of twelve or fifteen fliips of the line, with a greit 
number of tranlports; that they were fupplied 
with proyifion for two months only, confequendy 
could not be intended for America; and that ftrong 
bodies of troops were on their, march from different 
parts of the French dominions to Dauphine and 
Provence, in order to be embarked. Notwith- 
(landing thefe particulars of information, which 
plainly pointed out Minorca as the objedt of their 
expedition ; notwithftanding the extenfiye and im- 
portant commerce carried on by the fubjeds of 
Great Britain in the Mediterranean ; no care was 
taken to fend thither a fquadron of ihips capable 
to prbted the trade, and fruftrate the defigns of 
^he enemy. That great province was left to a few 
inconfiderable (hips and frigates,, which could ferve 
no other purpofe than that of carrying intelligence 
from port to port, and enriching their com- 
manders by making prize of merchant veffels. 
. Nay, the miniftry feemed to pay little or ho re- 
gard to the remonftrance of general Blakeney, de- 
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75^! puty goVerriof of Minorca, who, in repeated ad- 
vices, reprefentcd the weaknefs of the garrifon 
which he commanded in St. Philip's caftle, the 
chief fortrefs on the ifland. Far from ftrengthen^ 
ing the garrifon with a proper reinforcement, they 
did not even fend thither the officers belonging to 
it, who .wer^ in England upon leave of abience, 
nor give direftions for any veflcl to tranfport them, 
until the French armament was ready to make a 
defcent upon that ifland *• 

. At 


• It is with pleafure we 
feize this opportunity of re- 
cording an inilance of gallan- 
try and patriotifin in a Britifh 
•ffictr, which would have done 
honour to the charadler of a 
Roman tribune. Capt. Cun- 
ningham, an accomplifhed 
young gentleman, who a6led 
at engineer in fecond at Mi- 
norca, being preferred to a 
majority at hpme, and recalled 
to his regiment by an exprefs 
order, bad repaired with his 
family to Nice in Italy, where 
he waited for the opportunity 
of a fhip bound for £ng]and, 
when he received certain in- 
telligence that the French ar- 
mament was delHned for the 
place he had quitted. His 
lady, whom he tenderly loved, 
was jufl delivered, and two of 
his children were dangeroufly 
iil of the fmall pox^ He re- 
collefted that the chief engi- 
neer at Minorca was infirjn, 
and indeed difabled by the 
gout, and that many things 
were wanting for the defence 
pf the fortrefs. His zeal for 
the honour and fervicc of his 


country immediately triumph- 
ed over the calls of tenderne/s 
and of nature. He expended 
a confideraEle fum of money 
in purchafifig timber for the 
platforms, and other necefla- 
ries for the garrifon ; hired a 
fhip for traniporting them thi- 
ther, and, tearing himfelf &om 
his wife and children, thus Itfi 
^mong Grangers in a foreign 
country, embarked again for 
Minorca, where he knew he 
would be in a peculiar man- 
ner expofed to all the dangers 
of a furious fiege. In the 
courfe of this defperate fervicc 
he acquitted himfelf with that 
vigilance, skill, and a^ve 
courage, which he had on di- 
vers former occaiions difpUy- 
ed ; until the aflault was given 
to the Qoeen's baftlon, when, 
mixing with the enemy fword 
in hand, he was difabled in 
his right arm by -the (hot of a 
mufquet and the thrull of a 
bayonet, ^is behaviour was 
fo acceptable to his fovereign, 
that when he returned to Eng- 
land he was preferred to tlye 
rauk of colonel In the guards. 

He 
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At length the deftination of the enem/s fleet An. 1756. 
bping univerfally known, the miniftry itemed tp 
roufe from their lethargy, and,- like perfons fud-^ 
denly waked, they afted with hurry and precipitar 
tion. Inftead of detaching a fquadron that in all 
refpefts fhould be fuperior to the French fleet in 
the Mediterranean, and beftowingthp command of 
it upon an officer of approved courage and aftivity, 
they allotted no more than ten fhips of the line for 
this fervice, vefl:ing the command of them* in ad- 
miral Byng, who had never met with any occafion 
toiignalize his courage, and whofe charafter was 
not very popular in the navy : but Mr. Weft, the 
fecoqd in command, was a gentleman univerfally 
refpeded for his probity, ability, and refolution. 
The ten Ihips defliihed for this expedition were but 
in very indifferent order, pooriy manned, and un- 
provided with cither hofpital or firefhip. They Admiral 
failed from Spithead on the feventh day of April, Byng fails 
having on board, as part of their complement, a Mediter- 
regiment of foldiers to be landed at Gibraltar, with ranean. 
niaj[or general Stuart, the lord Effingham, and colo- 
nel Cornwallis, whofe regiments were in garrifon at ^ 
Minorcia, about forty inferior officers,' and near one 
hundred recruits, as a .jceinforcement to St. Philip's 
forfrefs. 

Airter all the intelligence which had been re- 
ceived, one would imagine the government of 
England was ftill ignorant of the enemy's force 
and deftination; for the inftruftions delivered ta 

lie afterwards adlcd as chief grievbufly maimed, he kccept- 

engineer in the attempts and ed the fame olBQein t|ie expc- 

^efcents that were made on dit\ot^ to Guadalupe, wjiere 

the French co^, 'Though lie died univerfally regretted, 

'"• '"■ ' ' ad- 
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A"»'7Sr6* . admiral Byng imported, tbat» on his arrival at Gi- 
braltar, he fhould inquire whether any French fqua- 
dron had pafled through the Streights ; and that, 
being certi^ed in th^ affirmative, as it was probably 
deligned for North America, he (hould imme* 
djately detach rear-admiral Weft to Loui{t)purg, on 
the ifland Cape Breton, with fuch a numb^er of 
^ fliips as, when joined with thofe at Halifax, would 
conftitute a force fuperior to the armament of the 
enemy. 
Hi» am- On the fecond day of May admiral Byng arrived 
^bnitMT. ' *^ Gibraltar, where he found captain Edgecumbe 
with the ]Pri{icefs Louifa fhip of war, and a (loop, 
who informed him, that the French armament, 
commanded by Mr. de laGalliflbniere, confifting of 
thirteen Ihips of the line, with a great number of 
tranfports, having on board a body of fifteen thou- 
iand land-forces^ had failed from Toulon on the 
tenth da>y of April, and m^tde a defcent upon the 
ifland of Minorca, from whence he (captain Edge* 
<;umbe) had been obliged to retire at their ap- 
proach. 

General Fowke, who commanded at Gibraltar^ 
had received two fucceffive cwders from the fecre^- 
tary at war, with refpeft^to his fparing a battalion 
of troops, to be tranfported by Mr- Byng, as a re- 
inforcement to Minorca; but as the two orders 
appeared inconfiftent, or equivocal, a council o^ 
war was confulted ; and the majority were of opi- 
nion, that no troops Ihould be fent from thence to 
Minorca, except a detachment to fupply the defi- 
ciency in the little fquadron of captain Edge-s 
cumbe, who had left a good number of his feamen 
and nlariners, under the command of captain 

Scroop, 
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*Scroop, to alfift in the <lcfence of F6rt St. Philip's. -A** «75*^ 
Thefe articles of imeMigcncc the admiral dif-* 
patched by an cxprefs to the lords of the admiraltjr^ 
and in his letter made ufe of fome impolitic eiit^ 
preflions, which, in all pfoi)ability, it would have 
been well for him had he omitted. He faid, if bst . 
Had been fo happy as to have ^ arrived at MaHoa 
before the French had Janded, he flattered htmielf 
lie ftiould have been able to prevent their getting 
a footing on that ifland. He complained) that 
there were no magazines in Gibraltar forfupplying 
the fquadron with necefiaries ; that the carecnixig- 
wharfs, pits, and ftorehoufes, were intirely de- 
cayed, fo that he fliould find the greatefl: difficulty 
m cleaning the fhips that were foul; and this was 
the cafe with fome of thofe he carried out from 
England, as well as with thofe which had beaen for 
fome time cruifing in the Mediterranean. He lig- 
nified his opinion, that, even if it ihould he found 
prafticablc, it would -be very impolitic to throw 
any men into St. Philip*^ caftle, which coiiU not 
be faved without a land-force fufficient to raife Ac 
fiege ; therefore a fmall reinforcement would only 
add fomany men to the number which muftftU . 
into tlie hands of the enemy. He obfefved, that-^ 
fuch engineers and artillery-men in Gibraltar, as 
had been at Minorca, were of opinicm, that it would 
tc impoffible to throw any nwrtiber of men ima 
St. Philip*s, if the French had erefted batteries on 
the two Ihores near the entrance of the hafboor, to 
as to bar all paflage up to the laUy-port of the for- 
trefs; and with this opinion heiignified' the con- 
currence of his own fentiments. 


The 
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Mxu i75«. The firft part of this letter Was a downright itif- 
peachment of the miniftry, for ha^irig delayed the 
expedition, for having fent out fhips unfit for fer- 
vice» and for having negleded the magazines and 
-wharfs at Gibridtar. In the Jitter part he feemed 
•to prepare them, for the fubfequent account of his 
mifcondtid arid mifcarriage. It cannot be fup- 
pofed, that they underwent this accufation without 
apprchenfion and refen^m^nt ; and as they forefaw 
the lofs of Minotca, whi(;h would not fail to excite 
a national clamour, pefhaps they npw bega^ to 
take mcafures for gratifying their rcfentment, and 
transferring the blame from thcmfelves to the pec- 
foh who had prefumed to hint a difapprobation of 
their conduft : for this purpofe they could not have 
found a fairer opportunity than Mr. Byng's fubfe^ 
quent behaviour afforded. 

Thiis admiral, being ftrengthened by Mr. Edge- 
cumbe, and reinforced by a detachmeat from the 
garrifon, fet fail from Gibraltar on the eighth day 
of May, and was joined off Majorca by his ma- 
jefty*s (hip the Phoenix, iwider the command of 
captain Hervey, who confirmed the intelligence he 
had already received, touchi/ig the ftrength and 
deftination of the French fquadron. When he ap- 
proached Minorca, he defcried the Britifh colours 
ftill flying at the caille of St. Philip's, and feveral 
tbomb-batteries playing upon it from different 
quarters, where the French banners were difplayed. 
.Thus informed, he detached three fhips . a-head, 
with captain Hervey, to recoi>noitre the harbour's 
mouth, and land, if pofTible, a letter for general 
Blakeney, giving him to underftand the fleet Was 
come to his affiflancc. Before this attempt could 

be 


G E O R G E n. 319 

be made, the French fleet appearing to the foijtK- Anri75& 
caft^ and the wind blowing ftrong off fhore, he re- Falls in 
called the fhips, and formed the. line of battle, p^^^^ 
About fix o'clock in the evening the enemy, to the u^g^ ^^p 
nuriibcr of feventeen fliips, thirteen of which ap- Minorca. 
peared to be very large, advanced in order ; but 
about fevcn tacked, with a view to gain the weather- 
gage.. Mr. Byng, in order to preferve that ad- 
vantage, as well as to make fureof the land-wind ^ 
in the morning, followed their example, being then ' 
about 'five leagues from Cape Mola. 

At day-light the enemy could not be defcried ; 
but two tartanes. appearing clofe to the rear of the 
Englilh fquadron, they rwere* immediately chaeed 
by fignal One efcapedj and the other being 
taken, was found to have on board two French 
captains, two lieutenants, and about one hundred 
private foldiers, part of fix hundred who had been 
jfent out in tartanes the preceding diay, to reinforce 
the enemy's fquadron. This foon re-appearing, 
the line of battle was formed on each fide ; and Engage- 
about two o'clock admiral Byng threw Out a fignal La^Gar^ 
to bear away two points from the wind, and en^ foniere. 
*gag^« At this time his diftance from the enemy 
was fo great, that rear-admiral Weft,- perceiving it 
impoffible to comply with both orders,! bore away . 
with his divifion feven points from the wind, and, 
clofing down upon the enemy, attacked them with 
fuch impetuofity, that the Ihips which oppofed 
him were in a little time driven out of the line. 
Had he been properly fuftairied by the van, irii:aU 
•probability theBritifli fleet would have obtained a 
complete vidory: but th^ other divifion did not 
bear dov^nj'lind the enemy's centre keeping their 

ilation. 
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^"•*7$6» ftation, rear-admiral Weft could not puiiue hiy 
advantage without running the rifque of feeing his 
communication with the reft of the line intireiy 
cut off. 

In the beginning of the sA\<m the Intrepid, in 
Mr. Byng^s divilion, was (o di&bledin fcer rigging, 
that ihe could not be managed, and drove on the 
fliip that was next in pofition: a circumftancf 
which obliged feveral others to throw all a^back, in 
Older to avpid confufion, and for fome time ne«- 
tarded the aftion. Certain it is, that Mr. Byng, 
though accommodated inth a noble Hup c^ ninety 
guns, made little or no ufe of his artillery -, but 
kept aloof, either from an overftrained obfervance 
of difciplkie, . or timidity. When his capiaJn e9-< 
horted him to bear down upon the enemy, he 

' very coolly replied, that he would avoid the error 

of admiral Matthews, who, in his engagement 
with the French and Spaniib fquadrdns off Toulon, 
during the preceding war, had broke the line by 
his own ppecipitation, and fxpoied himfelf fingly 
to a fife that he could not fuftain. Mr. Byhg, on 
the contrary, was determined againft a&ing, except 
with the line intire ; and, on pretence oi rq6):ifying 
the diforder which had happened among fome of 
the ihips, hefitated fo long, and kept at iuch a wary 
4iftance, that he was never properly engaged, 
though he received fome few ihots in his;<hi;A. 
Mr. de la Galiffoniere feenied equ^tlly a;vei& to the 
ccmti nuance of the battle: part of his iquadron 
b9d been fairly obliged to quit the line ; andtho' 
'he was rather fuperior to the Eng^ifli in numb^-ctf 
men and weight of metal, he did ixot chufe to jfibide 
the conf^quence of a cl<^r %ht wiUi an enemy 

im 
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ib eicpfcrt iii n^yil qpcr^tipns : .he therefore took An, 175^. 

'.advgnt^^e pf Mr. Byng's hefitation, and edged 
away with art eafy fail to join hi^ van, which had 
been difcojnfifed. The Englifli admiral gave 

.-chace; but^ the French Ihips being dean, he could 
iiot.come up.and clofe them again,' fq they retired 
.at their leifure*. Then he put his fquadron on the 

^ ptber tacki in order to keep the wind of the enemy ; 

► and .next morning tliey were altogether out pf 

fight- ...... 

.While, with the. reft of his fleet, he lay to, at 
, the diftance pf tjen leagiJ?s from Mahon, he de- 
tached cruifers to lopk for fonie miffing Ihigs^ 
- which joinpd him , accordingly, and made an in'qui- 
Xy into ^;he. cpnditiqn of the fquadron. The nurp- 
, ber pf. killed amounted to forty-two^ including 
^ capmn Andrews of . the Defiance, and about one 
. hundred and fixty-eight were wounded. Three 
pf the capital fh^ps were fo damaged in their mai^s^ 
that ihey, could not keep the fea^ with any regard 
to their fafety : a great number of the feamen were 
ill, and there was lio veflel which could be con- 
yertid into an hofpital for the fick and wpundqd. 
In this fituation Mr, Byng called a council of wjr^ 
at; which the land-officers were prefent; He ^ci- 
prefented to them, that he was ra,uch inferior , to 
the enemy in weight of metal and numbers of nieri 5 
that they had the advantage of fending their' 
wounded to Minorca, from whence at the f%tx\6 
time they were refrefhed and^einforced occafional- 
. ly; that, in his opinion^ it was imprafticable to 
relieve St. Philip's fort, jtnd therefore they ought 
to: make the beft of their w^y back to Gibraltar^ 
which iftight require immediate proteftion. They 
Numb. 7. X una* 
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An. 1756. unanimoufly concurred with his fentrmedts, and 
Mr. Byng thither he dircfted his courfe accordingly. How 

Gibraltar. ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^ *^ ^^^ acquainted with the imprac- 
ticability of relieving general Blakeney, it is not 
cafy to determine, inafmucli as no experinncnt was 
made for that purpofe. Indeed, the negledb of 
f^ch a trial feems to have been the lead excuieable 
part of his condu6t ; for it afterwards appeared, 
that the officers and foldiers belonging to the gar- 
rifon might have been- landed at the fally-port, 
^without running any great rifque ; and a gentle- 
man, then in the fort, actually paifed and repafled 
in a boat, unhurt by any of the enemy's batteries, 
« Mr. Byng's letter to the admiralty, containing a 
detail of this action, is faid to have arrived fome 
days before it was made public } and when it ap- 
peared was curtailed of divers exprefiions and whole 
paragraphs, which either tended to his own juftifi- 
cation,' or implied a cenfure on the conduft of his 
fuperiors. Whatever ufc mfight have been made 
of this letter while it remained a fecret to the pub- 
lic, we (hall not pretend to explain : but lure it is, 
that on the fixtcenth day of June, Sir Edwa^rd 
Hawke and admiral Saunders failed from Spithead 
to Gibraltar, to fuperfede the admirals Byng and 
"Weft^ in their commands of the Mediterranean 
fquadron ; and Mr. Byng's letter was not publHhed 
till the twenty fixth day of the fame month, when 
it produced all the efFeft which that gentleman's 
bittereft enemies xould have defired. The popu- 
Ferment, lace took fire like a train of the moft hafty corn- 
people at buftibles, and broke out in fuch a clamour of rage 
home. ' and indignation againfl the devoted admiral, as 
could not have been exceeded, if he had, fcft the 
^ whole 


% I 
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^kolc navy of England^ and left the coalii of the An, 1756; 
kingdom naked to invafion, I'his animofitjr wai 
carefully fomented and riiaintairied by artful eniif* 
l*aries, who miiigled with all public afletnblies, from 
tli)e drawing- robm at St. Jameses to the mob it 
Charing- crols. They expatiated upbii the info- . 
ience, the fbUy, the cowardice, and niifcoridu6t of • 
the unhappy admirlJ. T'hey even prefiinicd t6 
make their fovereign in fome meafgre an {nftrunicnt 
of. their calumny, by fuggefting that his itidjefty 
had prognofticated Byrig*s mi{behavi6ur frdm th^ 
contents of liis firft letter dated at'CSibraltar. Thcjr 
ridiculed and refuted the reaforis he had given for 
returning to thi^t fortrefs, after his fcdndalous reri- 
. counter with the French fquidiDn ; and, in ordfer to 
exafperate them to the mbft iriiplacible rcfentment, 
they exaggerated the terrible confequences of lofittg 
Minorca, which niuft no>* b6 fubdued through his 
treachery, or want of rtfolutiort. In a wOltl, he ^ 

ivas devoted as the fcapd goat of the iri y, to 

whole fupihe negligence. Ignorance, ind mifcoii- 
du£t the lofs of that important fortrefs was un- 
doubtedly owing. Byhg*S mifcarriage Was thrown 
out like a barrel to thfe whale, in order to engage 
the attention of the ptoplc^, that it might not tie 
attrafibed by the real caiife Of the national misfdr- 
tiirie. Ih order to keep Up the flame which hdd 
been kindled againft the adniirali recourfe was had 
to the loweft artifices. Agents Were employed to 
vilify his peffori in all public places of vulgar it- 
Ibrt ; and mobs wefe hired at diffei^ent parts of the 
capital to hang and biirn'him in effigie. 

The two officers who fuccedded to his corhmand 
ih the Meditertaneah were accompanied by the lord 

X 2 Tyraw- 
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An. 1756. Tyrawky, whom his majefty had appointed to Ri- 
peifcde general Fowke in the govefnnieht of Gib- 
raltar, that gentleman having incurred the' dilplear 
lure of the miniftry for riot having uttidcrftbod an 
order which ^as unintelligible. By the fame' con- 
veyance a letter from the fecretary of the admiralty 
was tranfmitted to Mr. Byng, giving him riotice 
that he was recalled. To this intimation he re- 
plied in fuch a manner as denoted a cohfcioufneft 
of having done his duty, and a' laudable defire to 
vindicate his own conduft. His anfwer contained 
a further account of the engagement in whicli he 
was fuppofed to have mifbehaved, interriiixed with- 
fome puerile calculations of the enemy's fuperioritjr 
in weight of metal, which ferved' no other purpbfe 
than that of expoling his charade r ftiU more to ri- 
dicule and abufe ; and he was again fo impofitic as 
to hazard certain expreffions, which added frelh fuel 
, to the refentment of his enemies. DireAions were 
immediately difpatched to Sir Edward Hawke that 
Byng ihould be fent home in arreft \ and an order 
to the fame purpofe was lodged at every port in 
the kingdom : precautions, which however unne- 
ceflary, to fecure the perfon of a man who longed 
'ardently to juftify his charafter by a public trials 
were yet produAive of confiderable effeft in aug- 
menting the popular odium. 

Admiral Byng immediately embarked in thelhip 
which had carried out his fucceflbr, and" was ac- 
companied by Mr. Weft, general Fowke, and 
feveral other officers of that garrifon, "who were 
alfo. recalled in confequence of having fubfcribed 
to the refult of the council of war, which we have 
mentioned above. When they arrived in Ehg- 

Undy 
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Sand, Mr. Weft met with fuch a gracious reception An. 1756. 
fi-Qm his. majefty as was thought due to his extra- 
ordinary merit j but Mr. Byng was comipitted clofe 
:^rifoner in an apartment of Greenwich hofpital. 

In the mean time th? fiege of St. Philip's fort in Hiftory of 
Minorca was pcpfeQuted with • unremitting vigour. ^^^ g^S® 
The armament of Toulon, co.nfifting of the fleet Philip's 
commanded by Mr. d^ la Galif5?niere, and the ^^^ ^^ 
troops under the duKe de Richelieu, arrived on the ^ . ' * 
eighteenth day of April at the port ofCiudadella, 
on that part o£ the ifland oppofite to Mahon, or St. 
Philip's, and immediately began to difembark 
their forces. , * . ^ 

Two days before they reached the iflai\d, gc- 
neral Blakeney had by a packet-boat received cer- 
tain intelligence of their approach, and begun to 
make preparations for the defence of the ca(|le. 
The fort which he commanded was very extenfivc, 
iiirroundcd with numerous redoubts, ravelins^ and 
.other outworks j and provided with fubferranean 
galleries, mines, and f raverfcs, cut out of the folid 
rock with incredible labour. Upon the whole, 
this was one of the beft fortified places in Europe, 
Turcll fupplied with artillery, ammunition, and pro- 
vifion ; and, without all doubt, might have fuf-, 
tained the mofjt delperatp fiege, had it been de- 
fended by a numerous garrifon, conduced by able 
engineers, under the ey,e and aufpices of an aftive 
and jQcilful commander. All thefe advantages, 
however,' did not concur on this occafion. T^he 
number of troops in Minorca did not exceed four 
regiments, whereas the nature of the works re- 
45uired at ^eafl: ^doulple the number; and, even of 
. thefe, ajbove forty officers were abfcnt. The chief 

X 3 ' cngi- 
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An. 1756, engineer was rendered lame by the goutj and th« 
general himfelf opprcflcd with the infirmities of 
old age. 'The ' natives of the ifland might have 
been ferviccable as pioneers, or day labourers ; 
. but, from their hatred to the pfoteftapt religion,^ 
they were generally averfe to the Engliih govern- 
ment, although they had lived happily and grown 
wealthy uiider its influence, 
pitcauti- -The governor ordered hjs officers to beat up for 
b" ^c^" volunteers jn the adjacent town of St. Philip's; 
ral Blake- but few or none would inlift under his banners^ 
^^^ and it feems he would not venture to compel them 
into the fervice. He recalled all his advanced 
parties-', and, in particular, a company pofted at 
Fofrnellcs, where » fmall redoubt had been raifed, 
and five companies at Ciu^adella, a poft fortified 
with two pieces of capnon, which were now with- 
drawn, ^ ibon ^s the enemy began to difembark 
their forces. At the fame time Major Cunning- 
ham was detached with a party to break down the 
bridges, and break up the roads, between that 
place and St. Philip's : but the talk of deftroying 
the roads could not be performed in luch a hurry, 
« on account of the hard rock which runs along the 
furface of the ground through this whole ifland •, 
nor was there time to demoiilh the town of St. 
Philip's, which ftood fo near the fort, that •the 
enemy could not fail to take advantage of its 
neighbourhood. The ftreets fcrved them for 
. trenches, which otherwife ' could not have been 
dug through the folid rock. Here they made a. 
lodgment clofe to the works ; here they found 
f:onvenient barracks and- quarters of refteftiment, 
piafks for their batteries, and ancffeftual cover for 

their 


G E OR G E 11. 327 

their mortars and bombardiers. The general has An. 1756, 
been blamed for leaving the town ftanding ; but if 
we confidef his uncertainty concerning the defti- 
nation of the French armament, the odious nature 
of fuch a precaution, which CQuld not fail to cxaf- 
perate the inhabitants^ and the impoQibility of 
executing fuch a fchenie after the firil appearance 
of the enemy, he will be found excufeable, if not 
altogether blanielefs. Some houfes and windmills 
were aftually demolifhed, fo as to clear the efpla* 
nade and the approaches. All the wine in the cel- 
lars of St. Philip's town was deftroyed, and the 
butts were carried into the caftle, where they might 
fcrvc for g^ions and traverl<>s. Five and twenty 
Miiiorquin bakers were hired, and a large number 
of cattle brought into the fort, for the benefit of 
the garrifon. The ports were walled up, the pofts 
afligned, the centinels placed, and all the different 
guards appointed. Commodore Edgecumbe, who 
then anchored in the harbour of Mahon, clofe vin- 
der the walls of the caftle, failed away with his 
itttle fquadron, confifting of the Chefterficld, Prin- 
cefs Louifa, Portland, and Dolphin, after having 
left all his marines, a detachment from Gibraltar, 
the whole crew of the Porcupine floop, and the 
greater part of the Dolphin's, as a reinforcement . 
to the fort, under the immediate diredion and 
command of captain Scroope of the Dolphin, who, 
with great gallantry, offered himfelf for this fevcre 
duty, and bravely fignalized himfelf during the 
whole fiege. 

The French admiral might have certainly 

blocked up this harbour in fuch a manner as would 

haveppcventcd the efcape of thefe fliips, and divers 

' X + other 
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An. 1756. other rich merchant-veflcls^ which happened thei| 
to be at Mahon : but, in all probability, they pur- 
pofely allowed them to abandon the place, which^ 
pn any emergency, or aflault, their crew$ gnd" ofli* 
(cers would have confiderably reinforced. 

The enemy were perfeftly acquainted with tf^e 
great extent of the works, and the weaknefs of the 
garrifonj from which circumftances they derived 
the moft fanguine hopts that the place might be 
fL\ddenly taken, without the trouble of a regu^ac 
fiege. 

After Mr. Edgecuml)e had failed for Gibraltar, 
and general Blakeney had ordered a floop to be 
funk in the channel that leads to the harbour, the 
/ French fquadron made its appearance at this part 
of the ifland ; but, without having attempted aiiy 
thing againft the fort, fell to leeward ofCapeMok, 
Next day they came in fight again ; biit foon bore 
away, and never afterwards, during the whole 
-courfe of the fiege, approached fo near as tx) give 
the garrifon the leaft difturbance. 

On the twenty-fecond day of April the governor 
fent a drummer to the Ptcnch general with a let- 
ter, dcfiring to know his rcafons for invading the 
ifland. To this an anfwer. was returned by the 
^ duke de kichelieu, declaring he was come with in- 

, tention to reduce the ifland under the dominion of 

his mofl: Chriftian majefty, by way of retaliation 
for the condufl: of his mailer, who had fcized and 
detained the Ihips belonging to the king of France 
- and his fubjefts. 

If we may judge from the firft operations of this 
nobleman, he was but indifferently provided with 
engineers: for, inftead of beginning his ap- 
proaches 
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pr^abhes on tM fide of St. Phirrp^s town^ cfofe \9^ A|..97fA 
jthis outwork^V where he mrg^s havie been, icreemd Com- 
from the fire of thcr garriibn, his bitteries were ^"^J^ 
6red64 at Cape Mola^ on the other ikk of the har-* the fieger 
bpur, n^htte they ii^cre more expofed, then- fire 
much lefs e(fe£bua1>^ and indeed at too great adKV 
tance to be 6f afiy fer^ice. The fire of St. jPhiJ^'s 
iv^as h fevere, &Ad the. canrnoti fo tveli ferved on thii 
f^uarta-^ that in a liktle time the 'enemy thought 
pro^r to chaage their plan of attack, and advance 
pn the fide of St. Philip's town, wHich ought to 
have beeh the firft otgeft of their confideration, 
efpeciall^ as they could find Kttle or no earth to 
fill their gabions, and open their trenches in the 
lufualforrp. - 

On the twelfth oC May^ about i^ine at nighty 
they opened two bbmh-batteries, ftear the place 
where the wind-mills had been deftmyed; and 
from that period an inteflant fire wiis kept up, on 
bod^ fides, from nlbrtars and camion, the French 
continuing to raife new batteries in every fituation' 
from when0e they could annoy^the befieged. 
' On the feventeenth day of the month the garri- The Eng- 
fprt were tranfpwted with joy at fight of the Bri- K^^ fq«a- 
p(h fquadroni, commanded by admiral Byng > and I^^^^ 
' Mr. Boyd, commiflary of the ftore*, ventured to ^ 
envbark in a fmall bo^t wJth fix oars, which paflTed 
from St. Stephen's cove, ^ dPeek oh tjic weft fnte 
pf the fortification, through a Ihower iA cannon 
and mulquetry from the enemy*^ ppfts on the other 
fide, and a<5hially reached the open fea, . his defign 
- being to join the Iquadron^ but this being at a 
great diftance, ftretching away to the fouih- 
i«fard, and Mr. Boyd perceiving hitafelf ohaced % 

two 
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A«* »75^' tffo of the cneiny*s light vefTels, he returmidi bjr 
the fame route to the garrifbn, without having iuf- 
tained the leaft damage. A circumfiance which 
plainly confutes the notion of Mr. Byng» that it 
was impradicable to open a oommunication with 
the garrifon of St. Philip's. 

Next day the hopes of. the befieged, which had 
prognofticated a naval victory to the Britifh iqua* 
dron, a Ipeedy relief to themfelves, and no lefs 
than captivity to the aflailants, were conliderably 
damped by the appearance of the French fleet, 
which quietly returned to their ftation oflF the har- 
bour of Mahon. That fame evening they were 
told, by a deferter, that the Englifh fleet had been 
worfted in an engagement by ' Mr. de la Galiflbr 
niere ; and this infornlation was foon confirmed by 
a general difcharge, or Feu de joie, through the 
whole French camp, to celebrate the viftory they 
pretended to have obtained. 

How little fbever they had reafbn to boaft of 
any advantage in the aftion, the retreat of the Eng^ 
lilh fquadron was undoubtedly equivalent to a vic- 
tory : for had Mr. Byng acquired and maintained 
the fuperiority at fea, the Frcncif forces, which had 
been difembarked in Minorca, would, in all proba- 
bility,' have been obliged to furrender prifoners of 
war to his Britannic majcfty . The cafe was now 
much altered in their favour: their fquadron 
cruifed about the ifland without moleftation ; and 
they daily received, by means of their tranfports, 
reinforcements of men and ammunition, as well as 
conftant fupplies of provifions. 

The Englifli garrifon^ however mortified at 

finding themfelvts thus abandoned, refolved taae- 

' quit 
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quit tliemfclvcs with gallantry in the defence of the *»• ^7S^ 
place, not without fome remaining hope that the 
Engliih fquadron would be reinforced, and tetum 
to their relief. 

In the mean tiiiie, they fuftained and retorted 
the enemy's fire with undaunted refolution. They 
remounted cannon, the^ carriages of which had 
been difabled: they removed them occafionally to 
pkces from whence it was judged they could do 
the greateft execution : they repaired breaches, 
reftored merlons, and hboured with fiirprifing 
alatrity, even when they Were furrounded by the 
numerous batteries of the foe; when, their cm- 
brafures, and even the parapets, were demdliihed, 
and they ftood expofed not only to the cannon and ^ , 
mortars, but alfo to the mufquetry, which fired 
upon them, without ceafing, from the windows of 
the houfes in the town of St. Philip. By this time ^ 

they were invefted with an army of twenty thou- 
fand men, and plyed inceffantly from flxty-two 
battering cannon, twenty-one mortars, and four 
howitzers, befides the fmall arms: neVprthefcfs, 
the lofs of men within the fortrefe was very incon- 
fiderable, the garrifon being moft]y fecured in the 
fubterranean works, which were impenetrable to 
Iheils or (hot. By the twenty-feventh day of Jurie General 
they had made a prafSbicable breach in one 6f ihe ^}^^^ 
ravelins, and damaged the other outworks to fuch ' 
a degree, that they determined this night to give 
a general affault.^ Accordingly, between the hours 
of ten and eleven, they advanced to the attack 
from all quarters on the land-fide. At the fame 
time a ftrong detachment, in armed boats, at- 
t^ppted to force the harbour, and penetrate into 

the 
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4p- «7J^ tkt creek> called St. Stephen's covjc, to ftorm Fort 
C^h^rlcs^ a?Klfecon4 the attack upon Fprt Maribo* 
ipugb on ther farther fide of the cre^k, (he n>oft 
^detached of aJl the outworks. The eneaiy. ad- 
Yaaced with greaf intrep^ky, and their cpm*- 
H^fitfer^ the dwke de RijcMicv}, i$ ^d ^9 h^e kd 
tllStn. u|i tp th^ works in peribn. 
. ^ucKan ^Hault could not but be. attended with 
^e^!: flayghtcr ; they were ipowed do^n, as they 
^{^Qa^Hie4> with grapc-fhpst ^nd mufquetry ; an4 
^eral opines were fprung ^ith great etifc^, fo that 
the gbois w^$ almoft covered with thp dying and 
the detd. Nevertlielef^, they pq-feverec^ witlx un- 
pommAn refolutionj andj^hqugh repulfedon every 
other fide, at length made a IqdgiQen^ |d the 
Qufien^s redgubt, which had been greatly dams^ed 
by their cannon* Whether ^heir fuccp fs iq this 
garter was, owing to the wea^n^^s 0/ the place, or 
ID the timidity of thj2 defenders, certain it js, thp 
enemy were in poflefiion before it was known tp 
thft officers of the gi|rri|pn : for lieuteqant-cplonel 

^ Jeffries, f ha fecond in command, whp had acquit- 
tsd himfelf fince the beginning of the fiege with 
eqfua} COW*(^^ ikiU, and ^ftiyity, in his vifitation 
of this ppft, w^ fuddenly fyrroundcd and takep by 
^ file of French grcpjidiers, a)t a time whpn he 
never dreanijed they had made a lodgment* Ma- 
jor Cunningham, who accompapied ^jip, ;pe.t with 
^ fev^rer fate, thoijigh he elcaped captivity : he was 

. . run through the right arm with a bayonet, and thp 

piece being difcbarged at the fame tin^e, fhattered 

^ the bones of his hwwi. in fuch a manner, that he 

was mpimed for life. Jn this Shocking co;iditiQn 

be .r«k«34.feehiAid a trj^^rfe, aft^ was p%r/|ed home 

* to 
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to his quuffcrs. '^Fhus Jfbe governor wis daptiv^ An* ijjA; 
6{ his twb ptindpal ttffift^ts, one being takei^ 
andthc 6therd5rfibled. 

The enemy havifig made themfelves Inafters of 
AilftrUther*s ahd the Queen's redoubts, from ivhich 
perhaps they might have been dijflodged, had a 
vigorous effort been tnade for that purpofe, before 
they had leifure'to ffccure' themfelves, dir dirice dc 
RichcHeu . wdered 'ai parley to be beat, in order tb 
obtaiw petmifffion to bury the dead, 'and remove 
the Wounded. This rcqueft^wasgrantcd with mone 
humanity than difcretbn, inali»uoh as the enemy 
took this opportunity to throw a reinforcement dif . 
men privately into the places-where the lodgments 
had been made, and thefe penetrated into the gal- 
leryof the mines, *which commumcated with all the 
other otitworks. ' ♦ 

During this £hort eeAktion,, general Blakeney The gar* 
funimdned a council of war, to deliberate upon the 'J^'^^P*' 
ftate of the fort and'^arrifon ; and the majority de- 
clared for a Capitulation. The works were in many 
places ruined > the body of the caftle was (hattercd ; - 
many guns were difmounted, the embrafures and 
parapets demoliflied, the palifadoes broke in pieces, ^ 
the garrifon exhaufted with hard duty and inceflant 
watching, and the enemy in poffeffion of the fUb- 
terraiiean communications. Befides, the governor 
had received information from prifoncrs, that the 
duke de Richelieu was alarmed by a report that 
the marlhal duke^de Bdleille would be lent to fa • 
perfede him in the command, and for that reafbn 
if^uld hazard another defperate affault, which it 
was the opinion of the majority the garrifon coukl 
not fullain. Thefe confiderations, added to the 
I defpair 
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Aa. i7S^» dcfpair of being relieved, induced him to demdiid A 
capitulation. But this meafure wa^ not taken with 
the unanimous content of the councils Sortie of- 
ficers obferved, that the garrifon was very little di- 
miniihed, and ftill in good fpirits : that no breach 
was made in the body of . the caftle, nor a lingle 
cannon erected to batter in breach : that the lofk 
of an outwork was never deemed a fufficient rea- 
fon for furrendering fuch a fortrefs : that the covin- 
terfcarp was not yet takeny nor on account of the 
rocky foil could be taken, except by aflfault, which 
would coft the enemy a greater number than they' 
had loft in their late attempt : that they could not 
attack the ditch, or batter in breach^ bdfore the 
- counterfcarp fhould be talcen, and even then they 

• muft have recourfe to galleries before they could 
pafs the foffe, which was fiirnifhed.with mines and 
countermtecs : finally, they fuggefted that in all 
probability the Britifh fquadron would be reinforced, 

• and fail back to their relief; or it if flioukl not re- 
turn, it was the duty of the governor to defend the 
place to extremity, without having any regard to 
the confequenccs. Thefe remarks being over-ruied^ 
the chamadc was beat, a conference enfued, and 
very hortourable conditions were granted to the 

. garrifon, in confideration of the gallant defence' 
they had made. This it muft be owned was vigo- 
rous while it lafted, as the French general was faid 
' , to have loft five thoufand men in thcfiege-, whereas 

the lofs of the garrifon, which at firft fell fhort of 
three thoufand men, did not exceed one hundred. 
The capitulaicion imported that the garrifon fliould 
march out with all the honours of war, and be con- 
veyed by fea to Gibraltar, The French were put 

in 
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la pofllellionof onegait€,,as well as, Fo^t Cbarks ^-ni^' 
and Marlborough redoubt : but the Englifh troops 
remained in the other works till the feventh day of 
July, when, they embarked. In the mean time 
xeciprocal civilities pailed between the commanders 
and officers of both nations. 

The articles of capitulation were no iboner ex- 
ecuted than monfie^qr de la Galiflbniere failed back 
to Toulon, widi all the prizes which had lain at aa- 
chor in the harbour of Mahon finqe the fort of St. 
Philip was firft invefted. In all probability the 
^ety of himfelf and his whole fquadron was owing 
to this expe4itious retreat ; fpr ifi a few d^ys after 
the furrender of the fort:. Sir Edward Hawke's Sir E^vr. 
fleet, augmented by five (hips of the line, which had ^^^ 
been fent from England, , when theiirft ddings ar- hUx^otctu 
rived of Minorca's being invaded, now made its 
appearance oflF the ifland : but by this time Calif- 
foniere was retired, and ^e EnglifH admiral had the 
mortification to fee the French colours flying upon 
St. Philip's Cafile. What perhaps chagrined this 
gallant officer ftill more, h? was npt provided with 
frigates, floops^ and finall craft to cruife around the 
idand, and intercept the fupplies which were daii^ 
fent to the enemy. Had he reaphed MinQrca fbone^, 
he might have difcomfited the French fquadron ; 
but he could not have raifed the fiege of St. Philip's, 
becaufe the duke de Richelieu had received his rein- 
forcements, and fuch a train of artillery as no forti- 
fication could long withftand. Indeed, if the gar- 
riibn had been confiderably reinforced, and the 
communication with it opened by fea, the defence 
would have been protra^cd, and fo many vigorous 
fallies might have been made, ihat the affailairts 

would 
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woill^ have had caufe ito v^pent of their eat^f^ 
prize. I 

When the news of this conqueft vt^Si bf ought to 
VerfaSks, • by the cognt of £gtnont, .whl9m tb^ 
tlUke delUchtUeu had difpatcbed for that; purpofe^ 
the people of France were tranfported .with the 
moft extravagant joy. -Nothing was • fecn but tri- 
tnnf^hs 'und proceflion^-, nothing heaid but an- 
thems, congratulations, and hypei^ooltcal .enc0>" 
tniums upon the €oliqueror of Minorca, ^who was 
xrdebrated ' in i a^ thouCand poems, and flwiied ora- 
•tions ; ^ whHe the condudl: i^f • the'Englifli was viH- 
iied and'ridiceled in ^baUads,* farces, apd pa^qui- 
Tiadcs. Nothing more argues- the degeneracy of a. 
'warKfce tiation than the pride of (iichmean tiiumph 
for an advantage • which, c in more vigorous tames, 
^wouHfcarce have beei^'d^inguiAed by the ceremo- 
ny of a Te Deum Laudtoius. Nor is this childifli 
-exultation, that difgraces the laurels of vidtery, 
'corifibed to the kingdom of iP'rance.- Truth obUges 
us «o own, that even the fubjeds of Great Britain 
•are apt to be efcvated byfuccefs into an illiberal 
ihi^enceof ielf-applaufe, and contemptuous com- 
-parifon. This muft be condemned as a proof of 
unmanly arrogance, and abfurd felf-conceit, by all 
' thofe who coolly^fledt, that the eveats of war ge- 
f nerally, if not Mways, depend upon the genius or 
* miicondud of one mdividual. 

<^The lofs of Minorca was fevercly .felt in Eng- 
" laDd, as a national difgrace ; but, kiftcad of pro- 
ducing dejection and defpondence, it excited an 
univerfal clamour of rage and refentmenr, not only 
againft Mr: By ng, who. had retreated from the 
'French iquadron y but alib in reproach of the ad- 

\ miniftratioriy 
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tniniflrration, which was taxed with having ne- ^* *7i^- 
girdled the fecurity of Minorca. Nay,, feme po- 
liticians were inflamed into a fufpicion, that this 
important place had been negatively betrayed into 
^ the hands of the enemy, that, in cafe the arms 'of 
Great Britain ftiould profper in other parts of the 
world, the French king might have fome fort of 
equivalent to reftore for the conquefts which fhould 
be abandoned at the peace. This notion, how- 
ever, feems to have bfeen conceived from preju- 
dice and party, which now began to appear with 
the moft acrimonious afpedt, not only throughout 
the united kingdoms in general, but even in the 
f n's councils; / 

Sir Edward Hawke, being difappointed in his 
hope of encountering la GalifToniere, and relieving 
the Englilh garrifon of St. Philip's, at leaft afTerted 
the empire of Great Britain in the Mediterranean, 
by annoying the commerce of the enemy, and 
blocking up their fquadron in the harbour of Tou- 
lon. Underflanding that the Auftrian govern- 
ment at Leghorn had detained an Englifti priva- 
teer, and imprifoned the captain, on pretence that 
fae had viplated the neutrality of the port, he de- 
tached two fhips oft war to infift, in a peremptory 
manner, on the releafe of the fhip, efFeds, crew, 
and captain ; and they thought proper to comply , 
with his demand, even without waiting for orders 
from the court of Vienna. The perfon, in whofc 
behalf the admiral thus interpofed, was one Fortu- 
natus Wright, a native of I^iverpool ; who, though 
a ftranger tq a fea-life, had, in the laft war, equip- 
ped a privateer, and diftinguifhed himfelf in fuch 
a manner, by his untommon vigilance and valour. 

Numb. VIIL -Y t^t. 
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An- 175^-, that, if he had been indulged with a commaad 
Gallantry fuitd^k to his gcnius, he would have dcferved as 
^nattts^ honourahk a place in the annals of the ©s^, as 
Wright, that which the Frpnch have laeftpwcd upon their 
boafted Gue Trouin, Du Bart, and Thurot. An 
uncommon exertion of fpirit was the occafion of 
his being detained at this junfture. Whilq he lay 
at anchor in the harbour of Leghorn, commander 
of the Su George privateer of Liverpool, a frnall 
fhip of twelve guns and eighty men, aMrgc French 
xebeque, mounted with {ixteen caivion, and nearly 
three times the number of his complement, chofe 
her ftation in view of the harbour, in order to inter- 
rupt the Britifti commerce,. The gallant Wright 
could not endure this infult : notwithftanding the 
cnemy^s fuperigrity in metal and number erf men, 
he weighed anchor, hoifted his faik, engaged him 
within fight of the (hore, and after a very obflioate 
difpute, in which the captain, lieutenant, and 
above threefcorc of the men belonging to the xe- 
beque were killed on the fpot, he obliged them to 
Iheer off, and returned to the harbour in triumph. 
This brave corfair would, no doubt, have-Ogna- 
lized himfelf by many other exploits, had not he, 
in the fequel, been overtaken in the midft of his 
career by a dreadful ftorm, in which the fhip foun- 
dering, he and all his crew periQaed. 

Sir Edward Hawke, having fcoured the Medi- 
terranean, and inftilted the enemy's ports, re- 
turned with the homeward-bound trade to Gibral* 
tar ; from whence, about the latter end of the year, 
he fet fail for England with part of his fquadron, 
leaving the reft in that hay for the protcftion erf" 
our commerce^ which in thofe p^rts fopn began to 
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ftlfifer extremely from French privateers, that now Ah. lyj** 
fi^rarmed in the Mediterranean:. 

General Blakeney had arrived, with the garrifon 
0f Minorca* at Portfrnouth in the month of No- 
Vember, and been received with expreffions of 
tumultuous joy : every place, thi'ough which ht 
palled, celebrated his return with bonfires, illumj-* 
natbns, bell-ringing, and acclamation : every 
mouth was opened in his praife, extolling him foi* 
the gallant defence he had made in the caftle of 
St. Kiilip. In a word, the people^s veneration for 
Blakeney increafcd in proportion to their abhor- 
rcnjce- of Byng : the firft was lifted into an idol of 
iadmiration, while the other funk into an^obje(^: of 
reproach; and they were viewed at different ends 
of a falfe perfpedtive, through the medium x)f pre- 
judice and paflion ; of a perfpedive artfully con- 
trived, and applied by certain m-^ — rs for the pur- 
-pofes of felf-intereft and deceit. The.f — is laid 
to have been influenced by the prepoffelTion of the 
f— t. Mr. Blakeney met with a gracious recep- 
tion from his majefty, who raifed him to the rank General 
of an Irilh baron, in confideration of his faithful ^^^^^"^X 
fervices, while fome malecontents murmured at to the 
this, mark of favour as an unreafonable facrifice to <ligr*ity o( 
- popular mifapprehenfion. a axon. 

In the beginning of the year, the meafures taken 
by the government in England, feem to have been 
chiefly di<9:ated by the dread of an invafion, from 
which the minifters did not think themfelves fe- 
cured by the guard-ft^ips and cruifers on different ^ 

^ parts of the coaft, or the ftanding army of th*e - 
kingdom, though reinforced by the two bodies of 
German auxiliaries. A confiderable number of 1 
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new troops was levied : the fuccefs in recruit- 
ing was not only promo||Led by the land-holders 
throughout the kingdom, who thought their eftates 
were at ftake, and for that reafon encouraged their 
dependants to engage in the fervice, but alfo in 
a great meafure owing to a dearth of corn, which 
reduced the lower clafs of labourers to fuch diftrefs, 
that fome infurredions were raifed, and many in- 
lifted with a view to obtain a livelihood^ which 
otherwife they could not earn. 

New (hips of war were built, and daily put 
in commiflion; but it was found impradticable 
to man them, without having recourfe to the 
odious and illegal praftice of imprefling failors, 
which muft always be a reproach to every free 
people. 

Notwithftanding large bounties, granted by the 
government to volunteers, it was found ncceflary 
to lay an embargo upon all Ihipping, and im- 
prefi all the fcamen that could be found* with- 
out any regard to former prote&ions ; fo that all 
the merqhant-fhips were ftripped of their hands> 
and foreign commerce for fome time wholly 
fiifpended. Nay, the expedient of compelling 
men into the ftrvice, was carried to an unufual de- 
gree of oppreffion^ for rewards were publicly of- 
fered to thofe who (hould difcover where any fea- 
man lay concealed : fo that thofe unhappy people 
were, in fome relpefts, treated like felons, dragged 
from their families and connexions to confinement, 
mutilation, and death, and totally cut off from the 
enjoyment of that liberty, which, perhaps at the 
expcncc of their lives, their qwn arms had help- 
ed 


\ 
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cd to prcfcrve, in favour of their ungrateful coun- An. 1756. 
try *. 

Above eighty fhips of the line, and threefcore P/oclama- 
frigates were already equipped, and conficjcrable ^^°°' 
bodies of land-forces aflembled, when, on the third 
day of February, a proclamation was iflued, re- 
quiring all officers civil and military, upon the firft 
appearance of any hoftile attempt to land upon the 
coafts of the kingdom, immediately to caufe all 
horfes, oxen, and cattle, which might be fit for ' 

draught or burthen, and not aftually employed in 
the king's fervice, or in the defence of the country, 
and alfo (fo far as might be pradlicable) all other 
cattle and provifions, to be drivfen and removed 
twenty miles at leaft from the place where fuck 
hoftile attempt fhould be made, and to, fecure the 
fame, fo as that they might not fall into the hands, 
or power of thofe who fliould make fuch attempt ; 
regard being had, however, that the refpeftive 
owners fhould fuffer as little damage as might be 
confiftent with' the public fafety. 

As the miniftry were determined to make their 
chief efforts againfl the enemy in North America, 
where the firfl hoftilities had been committed, and 
where the flrongeft impr^ffion could be made, a 

^* At this jundure a num- gage in the fervice of the na- 

ber of public-fpirited mer- vy. In confequehce of this 

chants of the city of London, excellent plan, which was exe* , 

and others, formed themfelves cuied with equal zeal and dif- 

into a very laudable aflbcia- cretion, many thoufands were ' 

tion, under the name of the refcued from mi'eryi and rcn- 

Marine Society, and contri- dered ufeful members of that 

buted conliderablefumsofmo- fociety, of which they muft. 

ney for equipping fuch or- have been the bane and thcL 

phans, friendlcfs and forlorn reproach, without this humane^ 

boys, as were willing to en- interpofition, ' . 

X.3 detach* 
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ofLoudoa 
appointed 
comman- 
der in 
^ chief in 
America. 


His Bri- 
tannic 
majeily's 
declara- 
tion of 
war. 
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detachment of two regiments was fetit thither tm-» 
der thejconduft of general Abercrombie, appointed 
as fucccffor to general Shirley, whom they had re- 
called, as aperion no ways qualified to condvuS; mili-» 
tary operations : nor, indeed, could any fucccfs in 
war be expeded from the endeavours of a man who 
had not been trained to arms, nor ever a6ted but 
in a civil capacity. But the command in cfticf of 
all the forces in America was conferred upon the 
eaJ^l of Loudon, a nobleman of an amiable charac- 
ter, who K&d already diftinguiflied himieif, in the 
fervice of his country. Over and above his com- 
mand, he was now appointed governor of Virginia, 
and colonel of a royal American regiment, confift- 
ing of four battalions, to be raifed in that country, 
and difciplined by officers of experience, invited 
from foreign fervice. Mr. Abercrombie fet fail for 
America in March ^ but the earl of Loudon, who 
dircfted in chief the plan of operations, and was 
vcfted with power and authority little inferior tq 
thofe of a viceroy, did not erhbark till the latter 
end of May. 

All thefc previous meafures being taken, his 
m^efty, in the courfe of the fame month, thought 
proper to pyblilh a declaration of war * againft the 

French 


^■^•^■^••■wta 




* When the French ambaf- 
fador returned to London, he 
propofed that orders fhould be 
immediately difpatched to the 
Englifh governors in America, 
with exprefs orders to defift 
froin any new undertaking, 
and all a£ls of hodility ; but 
with regard to the lands on the 
Ohio, toputy without delay. 


matters on the fame footing in 
which they ftood before the 
late war, that the refpeflive 
claims of both natioi;is might 
be amicably referred to tho 
commiflaries at Paris. The 
Britifh court agreed to the 
cefTation of hofiilities^ and the 
difcuflion of the difputcs by the 
miniftcrs of the two crowns, 
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French kingj importing^ That, fince the treaty ojjL An. 1756, 
Aix-k-Chapelle, the lafurpations and encroach- 
ments made upon the Britifh- territories in America 
had been rotorious: That his Britannic majefty 
had, in divers ferious. reprefentations toth^ court 


•«. 


^m^tttmmti^am^m 


itti condittoii tliat all the pof- 
feffions in America fhould be 
previously put in the fituation 
preicribed by the treaty of 
Utrecht, con^JBed by that of 
Aix-Ia-Chapelle. The French 
miniftry, Inibad of complying 
with this conditios, produced 
an evafive draught of a preli- 
minary convention, and this 
wa9 anfwtred by a xownter'^ 
propofal. At length the am- 
baflador of France demanded, 
ks preliminary conditions, that 
Great Bdtain wwild renoance 
all claim to the fouth coaft of 
the' river St. Laurence, an<i 
the lakes that difch&rge them- 
ielves into that river ; -cede to 
the French twenty leagues of 
coiintty lying along the' bay of 
Fundy> whkh divides Acadia, 
or Nova Scotia; and all the 
land between the fivers Ohio 
Had OaabacKe« A nvemorial 
was afterwards prefented on 
the fame fubjeft, mcluding the 
a€air of the neutral iilands in 
the Weft Indies : but this was 
amply refuted in another piece, 
in which theBrttilh miniftry ob- 
-ferved, .That even at the very 
opening of the conunifHon ella- 
biiihed in Paris, for terminal* 
ing amicably the d]Q>ute» i« 
North America, the French 
invaded Nova Scotia, ercfted 
three forts in the heart of that 
provii^ce^ and would haye de- 


ftroyed thellnglifh fettknoit<. 
at Halifax, had not they been 
prevented : That the like hof- 
ttliciei were committed iipoft 
his Britannic maiefty*s fub}e£b 
on the Ohio and Indian lakes, 
where the governors appoint- 
ed by the French kine^ with- 
out any fhadow of right, pro- 
hibited the Englifti from trid- 
ing; ieized their tradcra by 
force, and fent them pnfonera 
to France ; irivaded the terri- 
tories of Virginia, attacked K 
fort that covered its frontier/ 
and, to fecure their ufurpa* 
tions, erefled, with an armed 
force, a chain of forts, on th^ 
lands which they had invaded : 
That his Britannic majellyhad 
complained of thefe hoftUitiei 
to the court of Veriailles, but 
without effefl ; fo that he found 
himfelf obliged to* provide for 
the, fecurity of his fubjeftsi 
and as the encroachments made 
by France were hoftile, it could 
never be unbiwfal, orirrecoo-^ 
cilable with the aiitirance of 
his majefty^^ peaceable dilpofi-% 
tton, to repel an aggreflbr; and 
that the (ame motive of felf- 
' defence had forced him to ieise 
the French fhips and failors, 
in order to deprive that court 
of the means of making an 
invafion, with which their mi- 
nifters in all the courts of Eu- 
rope had meBa«;^ed England; 


Y4 
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An. 1756. of Vcrfaillcs, complained of thcfc repeated afts of 
violence, and dcmandfed fatisfaftion 5 but notwitfa- 
ftanding the repeated aflurances given by, the 
French king, that every thing fhould be fettled 
agreeable to the treaties fubfifting between the two 
crown;s, and particularly that the evacuation of the 
four neutral iflands in the Weft Indies fliould be^ 
cfFcfted, the execution of thefe affurances, and of 
the treaties on which they were founded, had been 
evaded under the moft frivolous pretences : That 
the unjuftifiable pradices of the French governors^ 
and officers afting under their authority, were ftiJl 
continued, until they broke out ui open afts of 
hoitility in the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and fifty-fonir, when, in time of profound peace, 
without any declaration of war, without any pre- 
vious notice given, or application made, a body of 
French troops, commanded by an officer bearing 
the French king's commiffion, attacked in an hof- 
. tile manner, and took pofFeffion of, an Englifh fort 
on the river Ohio in North America : That great 
naval armaments were prepared in the ports qf 
Fran^ce, and a confiderable body of French troops 
embarked for that country: That although the 
French ambajQTador was fent back to England with 
fpecious profeffions of a defire to accommodate 
thefe differences, it appeared their real defign was 
only to amufe, and gain time for the paflage of 
'■ ' theie ' fupplies and reinforcements, which they 
hoped would fecure the fuperiority of the French 
forces in America, and enable them to carry their 
ambitious and oppreffive projefts into execution : 
That, in confequence of the juft and ncceffary mea- 
fures taken by t;he king of Great Britain- for pre- 
6 vchting 
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venting the fifccefs of fuch a dangerous dcGgn, Aa. i^^S^ 
the French ambaflador ' was immcdiatelv recalled 
^fix>in England, the fortifications of Dunkirk were 
enlarged,, great bodies of troops marched down to 
the fea-coafts of France, and the Britifh dominions 
threatened with an invafion: That' though- the 
king of England, in or^er to fruftrate thcfe inten- 
tions, had given orders for feizing at Tea the ihlps 
of the French king aAd his Tubjefts, yet he had. 
hitherto, contented himfelf with' d^^taining thofe 
ihips which had been taken, and preftrving their 
Cargoes intire, without proceeding to confifcation ; 
but it being at laft evident, from the hoftik inva- 
Cpn of Minorca, that the court of Veriailles was 
determined to rejed all propofals of accommoda- 
tion, and carry on the war with the utmoft videncct 
his Britannic majefty could no longer, confiftently 
.with the honour of his crown, and the welfare of 
his fubjefts, remain within thofe bounds, which, 
from a defire of peace, he had hitherto obfervedi 
A denunciation of war followed in the ^ifual form, 
and was concluded with an aflurance, that ^11 the 
French fubjefts refiding in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, who ihould demean thcmfelves dutifully to 
the government, might depend upon its protedion 
and be fafe in their perfons and effefts. 

In the beginning of June the French king de^ 
clared war in his turn againft his Britannic majefty, 
and his declaration was couched in terms of un- 
common afperity. He, artfully threw a {hade over Subftancc 
the beginning of hoftilities in North America, re- ^ ^^^ 
ferring to a memorial which had been delivered to i^^f^ ^^ 
the. feveral courts of Europe, containing a fum- claradoD, 
mary of thofe fadts which related to the prefent 1 


war 
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An. 1756. war, amd the liegotiations by which it had been 
preceded. He iofifted on the attack made by the 
king of England, in the year one thoufand fevcn 
hundred and fifty- four, on the French pofTeffions in 
North America ; and afterwards by the Englifli 
navy ori the navigation and commerce of the 
French fubjeftSy in contempt of the law of nations^ 
and direft violatioh of treaties. He complained, 
that die French foldiers and faiiors underwent the 
harfheft treatment in the Britifh ifles, exceeding 
thofe bounds which are prcfcribed to the moft ri- 
gorous rights of war, by the law o£ nature and 
• , commwi humanity. He affirmed, that while the 
Englifh miniftry, under the appearance of fincerity, 
impofed upon the French ambaflador with falfe 

^ proteftations, orders diametrically oppofite to theie 

deceitful affurances of a fpcedy accommodation, 
were aftually carrying into execution in North 
America : That while the qourt of London em- 
ployed every caballing art, and fquandered away 
the fubfidies of England, to inftigate other powers, 
againft France, his moft Chriftian majefty did not 
even aik of thefe powers the fuccours which gua- 
ranties and defenfive treaties authorifcd him to de- 
mand ; but recommended to them fuch meafures 
only as tended to their own peace and fecurity : 
That while the Englifh navy, by the mofl; odious 
violences, and fometimes by the vilcft artifices, 
made captures of French veflels, navigating in full 
fecurity under the fafeguard of public faith, his 
moft Chriftian majefty rele^fed an Englilh frigate 
taken ^ by a French fquadron, and Britifli veflels 
traded to the ports of France without mokftation : 
That the ftriking contraft formed by thefe diferent 
2 m«- 
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jjKJthods of proceeding would convince all Eu- An, 1756* 
rope, that one court was guided by motivts of 
jodoufyi ambidon, and avarice 5 and that the conw 
du6t of the other waK founded on principles of 
honour, juftice, and moderation : That the vague 
imputations .contained in the king of England's 
declaration, had in reality no foundation ; and the 
very manner in which they were fct forth, would 
prove their futility and faMhood : That the men- 
ticm made of the works' at Dunkirk, and the troops^ 
affcmbled- on the coaft« of the ocean, implied the 
mofl: grofs attempt to deceive mankind into a belief, 
that thefe were the points which determined the 
king of England to iffue orders for feiziuig the' 
French veffels ; whereas the works at Dunkirk 
were not begun tiU, after two French fhips of war 
had been taken by an Englilh fquadron ; and de« 
predadons had been cominitted fix months upon 
the fubjo&s of France before the ftrft battalions be- 
gan their march for the fea-fide. 

In a woid, - the moft Chriftian king, laying afide Remarla 
iJiat politenefs and decorum on which his people pj^^^^ 
valine .themfelves above all the nations upon the 
face of the earth, very roundly taxes fiis brother 
monarch's adminiftration with piracy, perfidy, in- 
honianity, and deceit, A charge conveyed in fuch 
rejiroachful terms, againft one of the moft refpcft* 

' able crowned heads in Europe, will appear' the 
more extraordinary and injurious, if we confider 
th^t the accu&rs were well acquainted with the 

. falfity of, their own imputations, and at the fame . 
time confcious of having pra£lifcd thofe very arta 
which they aflfedled lb .much 'to decry. For, after 
all^ it muft be allowed, that nothing could be juftiy 

urged 
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An. 1756; , urged againft the Englifli government, with refpcft 
to France, except the omiilion of a meer form^ 
which other nations might interpret into an irrc- 
gularity^ but could not conftrue into perfidious 
dealing, as the French had previoufly violated the 
peace bjr their infolence and incroachments. 

Whatever might have been the opinion of other 
nations, certain it is, the fubje<5bs of Great Britain 
heartily approved of the hoftilities committed and 
intended againft a people, whom they have always 
confidered as their natural enemies, and the incen- 
diaries of Europe. They chearfully contributed to 
the expence of armaments -f-, and feemed to ap- 
prove of their dcftination, in hope of being able to 
wipe oflF the difgraces they had fuftained in the de- 
feat of Braddock, and the lofs of Minorca. The 
laft, event made a deep imprcffion upon the minds 
Addrcfsof of the community. An addrefs was presented to 
ihedtyof the king by the lord -mayor, aldermen, and com- 
mon council of London, containing ftrong hints to 
the difadvantage of the miniftry. They exprefled 
their apprchenfion, that the lofs of the important 
fortrefs of St. Philip and ifland of Minorca, pof- 
feflions of the utmojfl: confequence to the commerce 
and naval ftrength of Great Britain, without any 
attempt by timely and efFe<5lual fuccours to prevent 
or defeat an attack, after fuch early notice of the 
enemy's intentions, and when his majefty's navy 


t Immediately after the de- their prodace lodged in the 

claration of war, the French bank ; but in what manner 

ihips and cargoes which had this money, amounting to a 

been taken were triers and large fum, was diftributed or 

condemned as legal prizes, employed, we have not 'yet 

expofcd to public fale, and been able to difcdver. 

was 
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was fo evidently fupcrior to their's, wo\ild be an An- 1756. 
indeirolc reproach on the honour of the Britifli na- 
tion. They expatiated upon the imminent danger 
to which the Britifti poflfeflions in America were 
expofed, by the mifmanagemeat and delays which 
had attended the defence of thofe invaluable colo- 
nies, the objedt of the prefent war, the principal 
fource of the wealth and ftrength of thefe king- ^ 
doms. They lamented the want of a conftitu- 
tiohal well-regulated militia, the moft natural and 
certain defence againft all invaders whatfoever. 
They fignified their hope, that the authors of the - 
late loffes and difappointments would be detcfted 
and brought to* condign punifliment; that his ma- 
jefty's known intentions of protecting and defend- 
ing his fubjefts in their rights and pofleffions, 
might be faithfully and vigoroufly carried into exe- 
cution ; and the large fupplies, fd neceffarily de- 
manded, and fo chearfuUy granted, might be reli- 
gioufly applied to the defence of thefe kingdoms, 
their colonies, and their commerce, as well as to the 
annoyance of their inveterate and perfidipus ene- 
mies, the only fure means of obtaining a lafting and 
honourable peace. In anfwer to this addrefs the 
king affured. them, that he would not fail to do 
juftice upon any perfons who fhould have been 
wanting in their duty to him and their country •, 
to enforce obedience and difcipline in his fleets 
and armies ; and to fupport the authority and re- 
fpeft due to his government. Remonftrances of 
. the lame kind were prefented by different counties 
and corporations; and the populace damoured 
aloud for inquiry and juftice. 

The ' 
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The firft viftim offered to the cntzgtd miiltittide 
was the unfortunate general F-'^-ke, who had been 
deputy-governor of Gibraltar, and behaved with 
remarkable conduft and -integrity in the exercife of 
that important office, till that period when he fell 
under the difpleafure of the government. He was 
now brought to trial before a board of general of^ 
ficers, and accufed of having difobeyed the orders 
he had received from the fecretary at war in three 
fiicceffive letters *, touching the relief of Minorca* 

Mn 
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• To Lieut > Oen, F— ke, w, /« his ahfincs^ i9 the Commander in. 
Chief ^in his Majeftfs Garrifon e^ Gibraltar. 

War-Officey March 21, 1756, 


SIR^ 
I am ccifhtmanded to ac- 
quaint you» that it is his ma- 
jelly's plesfure that you receive 
into your garrifon lord Robert 
Bertie's regiment^ to do duty 
there; aud in cafe you ihall 
apprehend that the French in- 
tend to make any attempt upon 
his majefty's ifland of Minor- 
ca, it is his majeily's pleafure, 
that you make a detachment 
outof the troops in your gar- 


rifon equal to a battaHon« to 
be commanded by a lieute- 
nant-colonel and major : fuch 
lieutenant-colonei and major 
to be the elded in your garri- 
fon, to be put on board tht 
fleet for the rdief of Minorca^ 
as the admiral Aiall think ex- 
pfedient, who is to carry them 
to the faid ifland. I am 


Your humble Servant, 


B. 


To Lieut, Geri, F— ke, or, in his ah/encCp to the Commdiider in 

Chiif at Gibraltar. 

War-Office, March 26, 1756. 


S I R, 

1 am commanded to. ac- 
quaint you, that it is his ma- 
jefty's pleafure, in cafe the 
ifland of Minorca fhould be in 
any likelihood of being at- 
tacked, that you make a de- 
tachment from the troops. i.n 
your garrifon equal to a batta- 


lion, commanded by a Uente- 
nan t- colonel and major, foi* 
the relief of that pJace, to ht 
put on board the fleets at the 
difpofition of the admiral : fach 
lieutenant-colonel and major 
to be the ddeft in your gar- 
rifon* 


y 
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Mr. F kc aUedlged in his own defence, that the An. 17516- 

orders were confuled and coatradidory, and im- 
plied a difcretionary power : that the whole number 
bf his garrifon did not exceed two thoufand fix hun- 
dred men, after he had fpared two hundred and 
fevcnty-five to the fhips commanded by Mr, Edg- 
cumbc : that the ordinary duty of the garrifon re- 
quiring eight hundred men, the whole number ^ 
was not fufBcicnt for three reliefs: that if he had 
detached a battalion on board the fleet, he (hould not 
have had above two reliefs, at a time when he believed 
the platce was in danger of being attacked, for good 
jreafons which he di4 not think himfeif at liberty to 


IT* LieuU Gen, F-*— ke, er^ in his ah/ence^ to the Commander in 
, ' Chief in his Majefy^s Garrifon in Gibraltar. 

War-Office^ April I ♦ 1756. 

SIR, riibn the women and chi]<}rea 

It is his majedy's pleafure, belonging to lord Robert Ber* 
that you receive into yOur gar- tie's regiment. 

To Liiut* Gen, F-^-*ke, br the Commander in Chief at Gibraltar. 


War-Office^ May 12, 1756. 


SIR, 
I wrotie to you by general 
.JStewart 2 if that order is not 
complied with, then you are 
now to make % detachment of 
700 men out of your own re- 
giment and Guife's ; and alfo 
another detachment out of 
Pultency's and Pan mu re's r^- 

fiments^ and fend them on 
oard the fleet for the relief 
of Mahon. But if that order 
has been complied with, then 
you are to make only one de- 
tachment of 700 men, to be 
commanded by another lieu- 
tcnant-colonel and major, and 


to (end it to Mahon ; and you 
are alfo to detain all fuch emp- 
ty veiTels as fhall come into 
your harbour, and keep them 
in readinefs for any. farther 
tranfportation of troops. I have 
alfo his royal highnefs theduke 
of Cumberland's commands to 
defirc, that you will keep your 
garrifon as alert as pombl^ 
during this critica^ time, and 
give fuch other affiftance ^s 
may be in your power for the 
relief of Minorca ; taking car^ 
however, not to fatigue or en- 
danger yourdwn garrifbn. 

men- 
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An. 1756. mention : that his orders being doubtful, he held 
a council of war, which was of opinion/ that as 
undoubted intelligence was received of the French 
army's being landed in Minorca to the number of 
between thirteen and fixteen thoufand men, and that 
a French fquadron of fixteen Ihips was ftationed off 
the harbour, the (ending a detachment equal to a 
battalion from Gibraltar would be an ineffedlual 
fupply for the, relief of the place, and a weakening 
of the garrifon from which they muft be fent. He 
obferyed that fuppofmg the orders to have been po- 
fitive, andfcvcn hundred men detached to Minorca, 
the number remaining at Gibraltar would not have 
exceeded one thoufand five hundred and fifty -fix; 
a deduction of feven hundred more, according to 
the order of May the twelfth, would have left a 
remainder of eight hundred and fifty-fix : that the 
men daily on duty in the garrifon, including ar- 
tificers and labourers in the king's ^orks, amount- 
ed tO' eight hundred and thirty-nine; fo that if he 
had complied with the orders as they arrived, he 
would not have had more than feventeen men over 
and above the number neceflfary for the daily work 
of the garrifon: thus the important fortrefs of 
Gibraltar muft, at this critical conjuncture, have 
been left almoft naked and defencelefs to the at- 
tempts of the enemy ; and had thofe detachments 
been aftually fent aboard, it afterwards appeared 
that they could not have been landed on the ifland 
of Minorca. The order tranfmitted to general 

F ke to detain all empty vefleh, for a farther 

tranfportation of troops, feems to have been fuper- 

•fluous; for it can hardly be fuppofed he could 

have occafion for them, unlefs to embark the whole 

garri- 
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garrifon, anti abandon the place. It feems likewife An, 1756. 

- to have been urineccflary to exhort the general to 
kttp his garrifon as alert aspoffible, during that 

' criticd tiin6 j ihafmuch as it would have been im- 
poffible for the men to have enjoyed the leaft re- 
pofe or intermiffion of duty, had the orders been 
pun&ually and literally obeyed. What other af- 
fiftance it might have been in the governor's power 

^ to give for the relief of Minorca, or in What manner 
he could avoid fatiguing his garrifon, while there 

.was an impbffibility of relieving the guards, it is 
tkot eafy to comprehend. Be that as it may, when 
the trial wa^finiihed, and the queftion put to ac- 

. quit or fufpend for one year, the court was equally 
divided ; and in fuch cafes the calling vote being 
vefted in the prefidcnti he threw it into the fcafe 
agaihft the prilbner, whom his majefty thought fit 
to difinifs from his fervice. 

The cxpeftation of the public was now eagerly Affiursof 
turned towards America, the chief if not the fole America, 
icene of our military operations. On the twenty- 
fifth day of June, Mr. Abercrombie arrived at Al- 
bany, the frontier of New York, and aflumed the 
command of the forces there' affcmbled, confifting 
of two rcginxcnts which had ferved under Brad- 
dock^ two battalions raifed in America, two regi- 
ments now tranfported from England, four inde* 
pendent companies which had been many years 
.maintained in New York, the New jferfey regiment, 
•foiir compames levied in North Carolina, and a 
body ctf'juoViMial forces raifed by the government 
of New En^and. Thofc to thefouthward, includ- 
ing Penfylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, had not 
yet determined on any regular {dan of (operation. 
Numb. 8. Z < and 
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An. 1756. and were moreover hard prefled in defending dicir 
weftern frontier From the Friench und In»diaa39 who, 
iniculking parties, m^ fuddea irruptions upon d)eir 
/ ung^aarded fetdements, burning, plyijkdcrirtg, and 
^ ^ mafiacring with the moft favage inhumaptfjr. As 
for Soiith Carolina, the proportion of Negio flaves 
to the number of wliite inhabitants, . was £b ^eat 
in that cc^ony, that the government could not widi 
any regard to the fafety of the province fparc any 
reinf(M'cenfient for die general enterprise. The fdan 
of this undertaking had been fettled the precet^ng 
year inf a council of war held at New York. .Hcise 
it was reiblved to attack the fort of Niagara, 
lituated between the kkes Ontario and Erie^ in ^ 
order to cut off the communication between Ca- 
nada and Lou^fiana, and prevent the French from 
/uf^orting their new fortrcflSa oa die Ohio-; to 
reduce Ticonderago and Crown-Point, fo that the 
frontier of New York might be dciivered from the 
danger of an invaiion, and Great BritaLp become 
mafter cxf the lake Champlain, over wluch the 
tbrces might be tran^rted in kny&tune atten^; 
to beficgc Fort Du Quefae upon the Ohio v and to 
detach a body of troops^ by the river Keiinebec, tt> 
alarm the capital of Cianada. This plan was too 
extenfive for the number of troops which had been 
prepared : the feaipn was too far advanced before 
' ^ the regiments arrived from England, the diflferient 
colonies were divided in their o^imions, . and Mr. 
Abercrombie poftpohed the exeicudexn of any im- 
portant fcheme till the arrivalof lord Loudon ji«rho 
was daily expafted.' The reafons that 'delayed the 
^ xcinforcement, and detained his Jordfhip fo long, 
.we do not pretend to explain ^ tdsDUgh we iriay he 
^ x ' " allowed 
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allowed to obferve, that many fair opportunities An, 1756. 
have been loft by the negleft and procraftination 
bf an Englilh miniftry; Cfertain it is, the unac- 
countable delay of this, afmannient rendered it trie- 
lefs for a whole year, afforded time and leifure to 
the enemy to take their precautions a^qinft any 
ilibfequent attack, and, in the mean time, to pro- 
teed urimolefted in diflrciTirig the Britifli fcttle- 
inents. 

Evbn before this period, they had attacked and 
induced a fmall poft in the country of the Five Na- 
tions,^ occupied by twenty-five Englifhmcn, whd 
^ere cruelly butchered to a man, in the midft of 
thofe Indians whom Great Britain had long num- 
bered amdhg her allies. 

Soon after this expeditiori^ having received intel- 
ligence that a tohfiderable convoy of provifionsi 
and ftores, for the garrifon at OfwegOj would in a 
little time fet out from Schfeheftady, and be cori- 
•Veyed in battoes lip the river Onondaga, they 
formed an ambufcade . among the #oods and 
thickets oh the north fide of that rivet i ,but, un- 
dcrftanding the convoy h^d paflfed before they 
reached the place, they refolved to wait the retUrh 
bf the detachment. Their defign, however^ was ^ ^ioiy of 
fruftrated by the vigilance and valour of colonel French rei 
Bradftreet, who expefted fuch an atteitipt^ and had P"?^^^ ^ 
taken his meafure^ accordmgly; On the' third day iiteet on 
of July, while he ftettimed the ftreatii of the river, ^e river 
tvith his battoes formed into three divifions, they '^^^ *" 
were faluted ^ith the Indian war-whoop, and a ge- 
heral difcharge of mufquetry from the north Ihore. 
B»'adfl:rcet ihimediately ordered his men to land on. 
the oppofitc bank, and with a few of the'foremoft 
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' An. 1756. took poffcflion of a fmall ifland, where he was 
forthwith attacked by a party of the enemy, who 
had forded the river for that purpofc -, but thefe 

jr ^ were foon repulfed. Another body having paded 

a mile higher, he advanced to them at the head af 
two hundred men, and fell upon them, fword in 
hand, with fuch vigour, that many were killed on 
the Ipot, and the reft driven inta the river withr 
fuch preripit;jtion, that a confiderable number of 
them was drowned. Having received informa- 
tion that a third body of them had pafTed at a ford 
ftill higher, he marched thither without hefitation, 
and purfued them to the other fide, where they 
were intirely routed and difperfcd. In this acftion, 
which lafted near three hours, about fcventy of the 
batcoe-mcn were killed or wounded : but the ene- 
my loft double the number killed, and above fe- 
venty taken prifoners. In all probability the whole 
detachment of French, amounting to fcven hundred 
men, would have been cut off, had not a heavy rain 
interpofed, and difabled colonel Bradftrect from 
following his blow ; for that fame night he was 
joined by captain Patten, with his grenadiers, in 
his march from Oneida to Ofwego, and next morn- 
ing reinforced with two hundred men, detached 
to his affiftance from the garrifon of Ofwego : but 
by this time the rivulets were fo fwelled by the 
rain,, that it was found imprafticable to purfue the 
cnjeniy through the woods and thickets.. 

Fatten and his grenadiers accompanied the de- 
tachment to Ofwego, while Bradftrect purfued his 
voyage to Schencdady ; from whence he repaired 
to Albany, and comhiunicated to general Aber- 
crombie the intelligence he had received from the 
4 : . ph- 
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prifoners, importing, that a large body of the ene- An. i;j5, 
my were encamped on the eaftern fide of the lake 
Ontario, provided with -artillery, and all other im- 
plements, to befiege the fort of Ofwego. 

In confeguence of this information, major-gene- 
ral W^ebb was ordered to hold himfelf in rcadinefs 
to march with one regiment to the relief of that 
garrifon •, but, before they could be proviiled with 
neceflaries, the carl of Loudon arrived at the head- The car! 
quarters at. Albany, on the twenty-ninth day of ^^^^ 
July. The army at this time is faid to have con- Hvcs at 
fifttd Qf regular troops to the number of two. thou- ^^^^ 
land fix hundred, about feven thoufand provincials, ^^ ' 
fuppofed to be in readinefs to mairch from Fort 
Wiliiarv -Henry, under the Command of general 
Winflow, over and above a confiderable number 
of battoe-men at Albany and Scheneftady. The 
garriian at Ofwego amounted to fourteen hundred 
foldier*^, befides three hundred workmen and failors, 
cither in the fort, or pofted in fmall parties be- 
tween the fort and a place called Burnet's field, to 
fecure a fafe paflage through the country of the Six 
Nations, upon whofe friendfliip there was no longer 
any reliance. By the beft accounts received df the 
enemy's force, they had about three thoufand men 
at Crown-Point and Ticonderago ' upon the lake 
^ Champlain : but their chief ftrength was colleAed 
upon the banks of the lake Ontario, where their 
purpofe undoubtedly was to reduce the Englifh 
fort at Ofwego. The immediate objeft, therefore, 
of lord Loudon's attention was the relief of this 
place: but his defign was ftrcnuoufly oppofed by 
the province of New York, and other, northerix 
governments, who were much more intent upon 

' Z 3 ^l^c 
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An. 1756. the reduftion of Crown- Point, and the fecurity o^ 
their own frontiers, wbifh they ^pprehcpded was 
conneded with this conqueft. ' They infifted upou 
XVinflow's being joined by fome regiments of re- 
gular troops before he ihould m^rch againfi this 
fortrefs ; and ftipulated, that a body of referve 
ihould be detained at Albany, for the defence of 
that froi^er, ;n cafe Winflow fhould fail in his en- 
terprize, and be defeated. At length they agreed, 
-that the regiment which Mr. Abercrombie had 
deltined for that purpofe, fhould be detached to 
the relief of Ofwego V and on the twelfth day of 
Auguft major-general Webb began his march with 
it from Albany : but on his arrival at thp Carrying- 
place, between the Mohock's river and Wood's 
creek, he received the difagreeable news that Ofwe- 
go was taken, and the garrifon made prifoners of 
war. Mr. Webb, apprehending himfelf in danger 
of being attacked by the befieging army, begari 
immediately to render the creek impaffable, even 
to canoes, by felling trees, and throwing them into, 
the Itream j while the enemy, ignorant of his 
numbers, and apprehenfive of a like vifitation from 
- him, took the very fame method of preventing his ^ 
approach * in confequence of this apprehenfion, he 
was permitted to retire unmolefted 

The Idfs of the two fm'all forts, called Ontario 
ajid Ofwego^ was a confiderable national misfor- 
tune. They were e.redled pn the fouth fide of the 
great lake Ontario, {landing on oppbfite fides, at 
the mouth of the OnondagO river, that difcharges 
itfclf into the lake, and cOnftituted a poft of great 
, importance, where veffels had been built, to cruife 
u^pon the fake, which is a kind of inland fea, and 
^* ' * inter-' 
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mterrii^t tlie cMimerce as well as the motions and Aii» ijs^ 
defignsof the enemy. Tke garrifbn, a& we have 
sitvssAjff ofajfcrrred, coi^fiiled of fourteen hundred 
inen, chiefly militia and new-raiied recruits, under 
the coiviinftnd of lieucenasnc-colonel Mercer, an of- 
ficer'of courage and experience : but tlie fituation 
of che fbrt9 was wry ill chofoi ^ the materials m(^- 
ly timber, or logs of wood ; the defences wretch- 
edly contrived,, and unfiniihed; and, in a word, 
the place aite^^ther untenable againft wy regular 
appcMth. Such were the foris which the enemy 
wifely refolved to reduce. . Being under no appre- 
Kenfion for Crown-Pomt, they alfenibled a body of 
droops, oonfifling of thi<rteen hundred regulars, 
ifeventftn hundred Canadians, and a cenfiderable 
number of Indian auxlKaries, under the command 
<rf the mar<}uis de Montcalm, a vigilant and enter- 
l^fing officer, to whom the conduct of the fiege 
was intnaftcd by the marquis de Vaudrueil, gover- 
nor and lieutenant-general of New France. The 
firft ftep taken by Montcalm was to block up Of- 
wcgo by water with two large armed veffels,. and 
pbft a ftrong body of Canadians on the foad be- 
tween' Albany and the forts, to cut off all commu- . 
nicatipn of fuccour and intelligence. In the mean- 
time, he embarked his artillery and ftorcs upon the 
lake, and landed them in the bay of Nixouri, the 
place of general rendezvous. At another creek, 
within half a league of Ofwego, he eredlcd a bat- 
tery for the proteftion of his veflels ; and on the 
twelfth day of Auguft, at midnight, after his dif- 
poHtions had been made, he opened the trenches 

before Fort Ontario. Tlfc garrifon, having fired 

aw^y alt their fhdls and ammunition, ipiked up the . ^ 
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An. 1756. cannon, and, deferting the fort, retired next dxf 
acrofs the river into Ofwego, which was even more 
expofed than the other, efpecially when the enemy 
had taken pofTeOion of Ontario, from whence they 
immediately began to fire without intermifiion. 
Colonel Mercer being, on the thirteenth, killed by 
a cannon-ball, the fort deititute of all cover, the 
N officers divided in opinion, and the g^rifon in conw . 
fufion, they next day demanded a qapitylation, and 
furrendered prifoners of war, on condition, that 
they fhould be exempted from plunder, condufted 
to Montreal, and treated* with humanity, Thefe 
conditions, however, the marquis did not punc* 
tually obferve. The Britiih officers ^d foldiers 
were infulted by th% iavage Indians, who robbed 
them of their cloaths and baggage, matflacred: 
fevqral men as thcyf^ood defencckfs on the pa*, 
rade, affaflfipated lieytenant Pc h Court as he lay 
wouiided in his tent, upder the proteftion of a 
French officer, and b^rbarouily fcalped all the fick 
people in the hofpital : finally, Montpdn^, in direct 
violation of the articles,, a^ well as in contefnpt of 
common humanity, delivjercjd up above twenty men 
of the garrifon to the Indians, in lipu of .the fame 
number they had loft during the fiege 5 and, in all 
probability, tbefe piiferabje captives i?vere pijt to 
death by thofe .barbarians with the moft exprur 
ciating torture?, according to the execrable cuftom 
of the country. 

Thofe who countenance the perpetration of cruel-. 
ties, at which human nature Ihuddcrs Vvith horror, 
ought to be branded a$ infamous to all pofteriQr. 
§uch, however, are the trophies that, in the courfc. 
of the American war, have diftjnguifliecj the ope? 

rations 
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fodoas of a people who j^que themfelves upon An. 1756. 
poirtenefs, a|id the virtues of humanity. 
' Tte prifoners taken at Ofwego, after haVing 
.hccn thus barbaroufly treated, were conveyed in 
battoes to Montreal, where they had no reafon to 
complain of their reception ; and, before the end 
of the year, they were exchanged. The viftors ' 
• immediately demoUflied the two forts (if; they dc- 
ferved that denomination), in which they found 
one hundred and twenty-one pieces of artillery, 
fourteen mortars, with a great quantity of ammu- 
nition, warlike ftores, and provifion, befides two 
floops and two hundred battoes, which likewife fell 
into their hands. Such an important magazine, 
depofited in a place altogether ihdefenfible, and 
without the reach of immediate fuccour; was a fla- 
grant proof of egregious folly, temerity, and mif- 
jGondudt. 

The earl of Lopdon, finding the feafon too far Further 
advanced to admit of any enterprize againft the proce?<^ 
«ncmy, exerted ail his endeavours in making pre- Amcriau 
parations for an early campaign in the fpring, in" 
fecuring the frontiers of the Ehglifh colonies, in 
forming an uniform plan of a£bion, and promoting 
a fpirit of harmony among the different govern- 
ments, which had b^en'long divided by jarring in- 
terefts, and other fource^ of difTentioh. 

Mean while, the forts Edward and William* 
Henry were put in a proper poflure of defence, 
and fecured with, numerous garrifons; and the 
forces put into winter- quarters at Albany, where 
comfortable barracks were built for that pur- 
pofe, . ' • 

For? 
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M^m^^ Fert Qmaviile, on the cdnfincs rf PenfylTOnia, 
an inconfidcfable bkxrkhoufe, wa& furpri&d k^ a 
p^FCy of French and Indians^ who made the garri- 
fan priibners, confiding of two and twenty foUkrs^ 
with a few women and children. Thefc they 
' loaded with flour and provifion, and drove into 
captivity ; bat the fort they reduced to afiies. 

Many fhocking murders were perpetrated upon 
defencelefs people, without diftind:ion of age or 
fex, in different parts of the frontiers : but thefe 
outrages were in ibme meafure ballaoced by the 
advantages refulting froth a treaty of peace, which 
the governor of Penfylvania concluded with the 
Delaware Indians, a powerful tribe that dweU upon 
the river Safquehanna, forming, as it were, a line 
along the fouthern Ikirts of the province. At the 
fame time the governor of Virginia fccured th€ 
friendfhip and alliance of the Cherokees and Ca- 
tawbaS) two po^^erful nations adjoining to that co- 
lony, who were able to bring three thoufand %ht- 
ing men into the field. All thefe circum&amces 
conlidered. Great Britain had reafon to expe& that 
the enfuing campaign would be vigoroufly prafe- 
cutcd in America, efpecially as a frefh reinforce- 
ment of troops, with a great fupply of warlike 
ftores, was lent to that country in fourteen tranf- 
ports, under convoy of two Ihips of war, which, 
failed from Cork in Ireland about the beginning 
of November. 
Naval , N^ adtion of great importance diftingutftied the 
tranfaai- oaval tranfaftions, of this year on the fide of Ame- 
country.*^ rica. In the beginning of June captain Spry, who 
commanded a fmall fquadron, cruifing off Louif- 
bourg, in the iflandof Cape Breton, took the' Arc 

en 
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en Geilj ^French Ihip pf fifty guns, having on ^^^ '7S^- 
board near fix hundred men^ withr a I^rge quantity 
of (lores and provifions for. the garrifoq. He like- 
wife made prize of another French fliip with fcycn- 
fy foldiers, two hundred barVe|s of powder, twq 
large brafs mortars, and other fl:ores of the like * 
deftination. 

On the twenty-feventh day of July cqmmodorc 
Holmes, being in the fame latitude, with two 
large fliips and a couple of lloops, engaged two 
French fhips of the line and four frigates, and 
obliged them to Iheer off, after an obftinate dif- 
pute. 

A great number of privateers were eguipped in 
this country, as well as in the Weft India iflands 
belonging to the crown of Great Britain -, and as 
thefe feas fwarmed with French veffels, their cruizes 
proved very advantageous to the adventurers. 

Scenes of ftill higher import were this yearafted Tranfac- 
by the Britilh arms in the Eaft Indies. The ceffa- ^y^^. Eaft 
tion of hpftilities between the Englifh and French Indies, 
companies on tlie peninfula' of Indus, tho^igh it en- 
couraged Mr. Clive to vifit his native country, was 4 
not of long duration : for in a few months both 
fides reconptmenced their operations, no longer as 
auxiliaries to the princes of the country, but as 
principals and rivals, both in arms and commerce. 
Major Laurence, who now enjoyed the chief com- 
mand of the Englifli forces, obtained divers ad- 
vantages over the enemy ; and profecuted his fuc- 
cefs with fuch vigour, as, in all probability, would 
' in a little time have terminated the war according 
to his own wifli, when the progrefs of his arms was 
interrupted and fufpendcd by an unfortunate event 
^ • at 
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An. 1756. at Calcutta, the cau(e of which is not cafily ex- 
plained > for extraordinary pains have been taken 
to throw a veil over fome tranfaftions, from whence 
this calamity was immediately or remotely de- 
rived. 
Siege of " A negotiation was renewed between the Englifh 
b Ac"* ' and French companies, when Suzajud-Douza, vice- 
viceroy of roy of Bengal, Bakar, andOrixa, taking umbrage at 
Bengal, ^j^q refufal of certain duties, to which he laid claim, 
being particularly incenfed at the Englifti governor 
of Calcutta for having granted protedtion to one of 
his fubjefts whom he had outlawed, and moreover 
irritated by other praftices of the company, which 
we cannot pretend to unfold, he levied a numerous 
army, and marching to Calcutta, invefted the place, 
which was then in no pofture of defence. The go- 
vernor, intimidated by the number and power of 
the enemy, abandoned the fort, and with fonie 
principal perfons refiding in the fettlemenr, took 
refuge on board a fiiip in the river, carrying along 
with them their moft valuable effefts and the books 
of the company. Thus the defence of the place 
devolved to Mr. Holwell, the fecond in command, . 
who with the affiftance of a few gallant officers, 
and z very feeble garrifon, maintained it with un- 
- common courage and refolution againft feveral at- 
tacks, until he was overpowered by numbers, and 
the enemy had forced their way into the caftle. 
Then he was obliged to fubmit j and the fuba, or 
viceroy, promifed, on the word of a foldier, that no 
injury (hould b? done to hini or his garrifon. 

Neverthelefs, they were all driven, to the number 
of one hundred and forty- fix perfons of both {^xes^ 
into a place called the black-hole prifon, a cube of 
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► about eighteen feet, walled up to the eail^Vard and Ao. i7si* 
fouth ward, the only quarters from which they could Dcplo- 
cxpeft the leaft refreftiing air, and open to the ^ ^^ ^^^ 
weftward by two windows ftrohgly barred with wfcopo- 
iron, through which there was no perceptible cir- ^^ '* 
culation. The humane reader will conceive with gcon. 
horror thd miferable lituation to which they muft 
have been reduced* when thus (tewed up in a clofe 
fultry night under fuch a climate as that of Bengal, 
cfpccially when he rcfledts that many of them were 
.wounded, and all of them fatigued with hatd duty. 
Tranfportcd with rage to find themfelves thus bar- . 
baroufly cooped up in a place where they muft be 
cxpofed to fuffocation, thofe haplefs vidims endea- 
voured to force open the door, that they might 
rulh upon the fwords of the barbarians by whom 
they were furrounded : but all their efforts were 
ineffedual *, the door was made to open inwards, 
and being once fhut upon them, the crowd, prefled 
upon it to ftrongly as to render all their endeavours 
abortive : then they were overwhelmed with di- 
ftraftion and defpair. Mr. Hqlwell, who had placed 
himfelf at one of the windows, . accofted a Jcm- 
mautdaar, or ferjeant of the Indian guard, "and 
having endeavoured to excite his compafljon, by- 
drawing a pathetic pifture of their fufFcrings, pro- 
mifcd to gratify him with a thoufand rupees in the 
morning if he could find means to remove one half' 
of them into a feparate apartment. The foldicr, 
allured by the promife of fuch a* reward, aflured 
him he would do his endeavour for their relief, and 
retired for that purpofe ; but in a few minutes re- 
turned, and told him that the fuba, by whofe order 
alone fuch^a ftep could be taken, was afleep, and 
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As. 1756. ^Q pcrfon diirft difturb his repofe. By this time i 
profuiTe fwcat had broke out ori tvcty individual^ 
and this was attended With an irifatiable thirft; 
which became the ^ more intolerable as the body 
was drained of its' moiftiire. Ih vain thofe mife- 
. rable objefts ftripped themfelves of their cloaths, 
fquatted down on their hamsj and fanned the air 
with their hats to produce a refreftiing undulation. 
Many were unable to rife again from this pofture^ 
but falling down were trod to death or fuffocated. 
The dreadful fymptom of thirft was now accom- 
panied with a difficulty of refpiration, and evety in- 
dividual gafped for breath. Their ddlpair became 
cutragious : again they attempted to force the door, 
and provoke the guard to fire upon them by exe- 
cration and abufe. The cry of " Water ! Wateri** 
iflued from every mouth. Even the Jefnmatdaar 
V was moved to compaffion at their diftrefs; He or- 
dered his foldiers to bring fome flcins of water,- 
which ferved only to enrage the appetite arid in- 
creafe the general agitation. There was no other 
way of conveying it through the windows but bf 
hats, and this was rendered inefFeftual by the ea-t 
gernefs and tranfports of the wretched prifoners,- 
who at fight of it ftruggled and raved even into fits 
of delirium. In confequence df thefe contefts, very 
little reached thofe that ftood neareft the windows^ 
while the reft at the farther end of the prifon were 
' totally excluded , from all relief, and continued 
calling upon their friends for affiftance, and con- 
juring them by all the tender ties of pity and af- 
feftion. To thofe who were indulged, it proved 
pernicious ; for, inftead of allaying their thirft, it 
enraged their impatience for more. The confd- 
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Con became general and horrid : All was daaiour An. \^^* 
and conteft : thofe who were at a diftancc endeft- 
vourcd to force their paflage to the Window, and 
the weak were prefled down to the ground never 
to rife again. The inhuman ruffians without, de- 
rived entertainment from their mifery : they fup- 
plicd the prifoners with more water, and held iip 
lights clofe to the bars, that they might enjoy the 
inhuman plcafure of feeing them fight for the 
baneiful indulgence. Mr. Holwell, feeing all his 
particular friends lyingdead around him, and tram- 
rplcd tpon by the living, finding hitnfelf wedged 
lip To ctofe as to be deprived of all moti&n, begged, 
as the laft in'ftancc 6i tbeir rcgaj-d, that they would 
remove the preflure', and allow him to retire fiiom 
the window, tha(t hcQttiight die in qui^t. Even 5i 
tliofe dreadful ciiCiartiftiiKes, whicH might be f\5p- 
poftd to have levelled ail diftindkion, the poor defi- 
rious wretches manifefted a refpe^ for his rank and 
charafter. They forthwith gav^J way, and Ite 
forced his paffage into the 'center of the pla«e, 
which was not ci^owded fo much^ becaufe, by this ^ "; 
time, about one third of the number had peri&ed, 
and lay in little compafe on the floor, while the Hbfi: 
ftiU crowded xo both windows. He retk^d to ^ 
platform at the filrthcr endof the room, and^ lying 
down upon fome of his dead friends, recommended 
his foul to heaven. Here his thirft grew infup- 
!|l^iable: his difficulty in biieathing increased, and 
he was feized with a ftrong palptt^tK)H. Theie 
-v4eleRt fy m ptom s, which he could trot bear, urged 
him to make another effort : he forced hi^ way 
back to the window, and* cried aloud, "Water! 
for Qod's feke ! *' rHe had been fuppofcd already 
•- ^ dead 
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An. 1756. dead by his wretched companions ; bqt fihdiftj^ 
^ him ftill aiive, they exhibited anodicr extraordinary 

proof of tenderneis and regard tovhis pcrfon: 
>' Give him water/* they cried ; nor would one of 
them attempt to touch it undl he had drank. He 
now breatjhed more freely, and the palpitation 
ccafed : but finding himfelf ftill more thirfty after 
drinking, he abftained from water, and moiftcned 
his mouth from time to time by fucking the per- 
fpiration from his fhirt-fleeves *. The mifcrable 
.prilbners, perceiving that water rather aggravated 
than relieved their diftrcfs, grew clamorous for air^ 
and repeated their infults to the guard, loading 
the fuba and his governor with the moft virulent 
reproach. From nulix^, they had recourfe to 
prayer, b^feeching heaven to put an end to their 
mifery. They now began to drop on all, hands -, 
but then a fteam arofe from^ the living, and the 
dead, as pungent and volatile as fpirit of hartf- 
korn ; fo that all who could not approach the win* 
dows were fuffocated. Mr. Holwell, being weary 
crf^ life, retired once mare to the platform* and 
ftretched himfelf by the reverend Mr. Jcrvas Bel- 
lamy, who, together with his Ton, a lieutenant, lay 
.dead in each other's embrace. In this firuation 
he was foon deprived of fenfe, and lay to all ap- 
ipearance dead till day broke, when his body was 
difcoyered, and removed by his fuririying friends 
to one of the; windows, where the frefli air rcyiTcd 
him, and he ivas reftored to his fight and fenfes. 


MMHta 


* In his de^air of obtain- intokrably bitter: whereas tfaue 

ing water, this unhappy gen« inoiftare that flowed from tlie 

tleman had attempted €0 drink pores of his body was fofts 

kb owa urine; bu^t foond it pteaiant, and Tefreming. . 

The 
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The ftiba, atlaft, being informed that the greate? Aii; 175 tf. 
pare of th€ • prifcners were fufFdcated, inquired if 
the chief was alive ; and being anfwercd in the af* 
firmative, fcnt an order for their immediate releale^ 
when 'lid m6re than twenty-thifee furvived of an 
hundred and forty-fix who had entered alive. 

Nor was the late deliverance, even erf" thefe few, Addltio- 
owing to any fentiment gf compaffion in the vice^' ".^^^'*"**^* 
rpy^ He had received intimation, that there wa§ dfed on 
a coiiflderable trcaftrreifecreted in the fort, and that Mr. Hoi- ] 
Mr. Holwell kniew the -place where it was depo- 
iited. That gentleman, who, with- his furriving 
companions; had been feizcd with a 'putrid fever, 
immediately lipon their leklafe; was dragged irr that 
condition before the inhuman foba,%H(> bueftiohed 
him about the treafure^ which eixtfted' no whe'ri 
but in^ his own imagihation •, and would give n6 
credit to his .proteftatibn's, when hfe folemnly de- 
clared he knew of no fuch depofit. Mr. Holwefl 
and three of his friends were loaded with fetters, 
and conveyed three miles to the Indian camp, 
where they lay all night, expofed toafevere rain: 
next morning they were brought back to town, 
ftili manacled, under the fcorching beams of a fuh 
intenfely hot; and muft infallibly have expired^ 
had not nature expelled the fever in large painful 
boils, that covered almoft the whole body. In this 
piteous condition they were embarked in an open 
boat for Muxadabad, the capital of Bengal, and 
underwent fuch'cruel treatment and mifery in their 
paffage, as would (hock the humane reader, fhould 
he perufe the particulars. At Muxadabad they 
were led through the city in cha'ns, as a fpeftacle 
to the inhabitants, lodged in an open liable, and 

Numb. 8, A a treated 
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An. 1756. treated for fome days as the worft <^ criminalt. 
At length the fuba's grandmother interpofed her 
mediation in their behalf; and as that prince wa$ 
bj this time convinced that there was no treafurf 
concealed at C^cutta, he ordered them to be iet at 
liberty. When fome of l^is fycophants oppoled this 
indulgence, reprefenting that Mr. HolweU had ftill 
cnou^ left to pay a confiderable tanfom, he lepKed 
with fome marks of compunAion and generofity^ 
^ If he has any thing left, kt Um keep it : his 
fufierings have been great: he fliill have his li- 
berty/* Mr. HolweU and his friends were no 
fooner unfettered, than they took water for the 
Dutch Tankfall or mint, in the neighbourhood of 
che cityj where they were received with great ten- 
dernefs and humanity. The reader, we hope, will 
cxcufe us for having thus particularized a tranfac- 

tion fo interefting and extraordinary in all its cir- 
cumllances. 

By the rcdu<^ion of Calcutta, the Englifli Eaft- 
India company's affairs were fo much embroiled in 
that part of the world, that perhaps nothing could 
liave retrieved them but the interpofition of a na- 
tional force and the good fortune of a Clive, whole 
enterprizes were always crowned with fucceis. In 
confequence of the company's reprefentations to the 
goyernment, a fmall fquadron of large (hips was 
fent to the Eaft-Indies, under the command of ad*- 
miral Watfon; and in the courfe of this year ar- 
rived at Fort St. David^s. The governor of that 
fortrefs having received intelligence that TuUagec 
Angria, a piratical prince in the neighbourhood of 
Bombay, was on the eve of concluding a treaty 
with tihe nation of the Marahattai> which migli^ 

provc: 
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Jjirovc t)rejuclicial to the intercfts of the £flgli(h An. 175& 
company ; a reiblutioa was taken to drive him from ^^^^ 
his refidence at Gefiah^ which Waft Well fof tiiied^ againft 
and annihilate his power, which was formidable to ^P^* 
ail the trading (hips of Europe : for he maintained 
a coAfiderable number of armed gallics called 
grabs^ with which he dten attacked the largefr 
ihips, when they happened to be becalmed on that 
part of the coaft of Malabar. He was in the fourth 
generation from the firft freebooter, who rendered 
himfelf indc^ndent^ and lived like a fovereigM 
prince pofle^d of extenfite territories. The un- 
dertaking againft Angria was originally doncertec) 
with the Marahattas, who likewife equipped an 
armament both by fea and land againft Geriah^ 
but they a^ed entirely on their own fcore t and in 
the redu<5tion of the place gave no manner of affift« 
ance io the Englifh, 

Admiral Wa^fon failed from the coaft of Coro<« 
mandel to Bombay, where his fquadrpn was cleaned 
and refitted ; and having procured proper intelli- , 

gence with refpeft to the harbour and,foft of Ge* 
riah, determined, with the advice of a council ol* 
war, to proceed on the expedition withotit delay* 
Being joined by a divifion of ihips, fitted out at 
the company's expence, having on board a body of 
troops (pommanded by colonel Clive, he failed oa 
the feventh day of February, and found in the 
neighboi^riiood^ of Geriah the Marahatta fleet, con« 
fifEing of four grabs and fortv fmaller veflels, called 
gaUivats, lying to t|ie nm-thw^rd of the place, iaa 
creek called Rj^ipore; and a land-army of horie 
and^ foot, amounting to feven or eight thou&nd 
flfiBSEH the whol^ commanded by RbMl^i^e^^unt, 

Aa 2 who 
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An, 1756. \vho had already taken one fmall fort, and was ac- 
tually tr<rating about the /urrehder of Geriah. 
Angria himfelf had quitted* the place •,- but his wife 
and family remained under the prfcteftion of his 
brother'-in*la\V; who, being fummoned to furren- 
der by a mcffage from the admiral, replied, that he 
>vould defend the phce'to rfie laft extremity. In 
confc*quence of thiajrctufal the whole.Englifli fleet, 
in two divifi'ons. Jailed on the itwelftK day of Fe- 
bruary into the harbdur, and fuftained a warm fire 
from the eiiemy's batteries as they palfcd, sis well 
as fmm the grabs potted in the hjirt^Qiar for this 
purpofe :. this, however, was fo6n filenced after the 
ihip& were broughjc ta d^ir ftaticjns, fo as to re- 
turn the fa'utation. Between the hours of four 
ahd fiye in the afternoon, a (hell being thrown into 
^ne of Angria's armed veflels, fet her on fire ; and 
the flames communicating to the r^ft,- they were 
^il deftroyed : between fix and fevcn the fort was 
Jet on fire by another ftiell ^ and foon after the 
-firing ceafed on both fides. The admiral fufpefting 
that the governor of the place would furrtnder it 
to the Marahattas radierthan to theEnglifh, dif- 
rmbarkcd.all the troops under Mr. Clive,- that he 
iright be at hand in cafe of emergency to take pof- 
feflion/ In the mean time • the fort was bom- 
barded : the line of battle (hips were, warped near 
enough- to batter in breach ; and th^n the admirial 
iirnt an officer widi a flag.bf truce to the. governor, 
HBjuiring him to ftirreot5<3:r,^ His propofal being 

\^gain rcjeded, * the. jEngliili^ftips renewed thtir fire 

intxt day. with redoubJLed vigour. . About one 

o'clock' the magazine of the fort blew- up, and at 

' four. the garrifon hung oiit a white .flag for.c^pitu- 

* ' , .. ; lation* 
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laRrion. The parley that enfued, proving inefFeCf An.a756. 
tual, the engagement began again, and continued . . 

till fifteen minutes after five ; when the white flag- 
was again difplayed, and now the governor fub- 
mitted to the terms which were impofed. An- 
gria's flag was immediately hauled down -, and two 
Englilh captains taking poffcfTion of the fort with a 
detachment, forthwith hoitled the Britifh enfign. . 
In this place, which was reduced with a very incon- His fort of 
fiderable lofsy the conquerors found above two attacked 
hundred cannon, fix brafs mortars, a large quan- and taken 
tity of ammunition, with money and effefts to the ^^ ?^™^" 
value of one hundred and thirty thoufand pounds, fon and 
The fleet which was dcftroycd, confifted of eight Mr.Ciivc 
grabs, one fhip finiihed, two upon the ftocks, and 
a good dumber of gallivats. Among the prifoners 
the admiral found An/^ria's wife, children, and 
niQther, towards whom he demeaned himfelf with 
great humanity. Three hundred European fol- 
diers, and as many fipoys were left to guard the 
fort ; and four of the company's armed veflels re* 
mained in the haibour for the defence of the place, 
which was extremely well fiiuated for commerce-}-, 
. The admiral and Mr. Clive failed back to Ma- 
drafs in triumph, and there another plan was 

■' ' ' * . . I — ■ . II I r - ■ 

t When the admiral entered father and their friend ;" the ' 

their apartment, the' whole fa- youngeft boy, about fix years 

mily (bedding floods of tears, of age, feized him by the 

fell with their faces to the hand, and fobbing: exclaimed, 

ground; from which being ** then you Ihall be ray fa- 
Taifed, the mother of Angria . ther.'* Mr. Watfon was fo 

iold him, in a piteous tone, afFefted with this pathetic ad- 

the people had no king, flie drefs, that the tears trickled 

.no fon, her daui^hter no huf- down his cheeks, while he af- 

band, their children no father, fured them thev might depend 
The admiral repaying, " they . upon his protection and friend- 

fnuft iQok upon him. as tfcsir fhip. 

A a 3 formed 
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formed for reftoHhg the company'^ affairs upon the 
Ganges ; recovering Calcutta *» and taking venge* 
ance on the cruel viceroy of Bengal. In Odbober 
they fet fail again for the bottom of (he bay ; and 
about the beginning of December arrived at Bala- . 
fore in the kingdom of Bengal. Having crolfed 
the Braces, they proceeded up the river Ganges as 
far as Falta, where they found governor Drake 
and the other peribns who had efcaped on board of. 
the, fhips when Calcutta was invcfted. Colonel 
Clive was difembarked with his forces to attack thei^ 
^ort of Bu(budgia by land, while the admiral bat- 
tered it by fea : but the place being ill provided 
with cannon, did not hold out above an hour after 
the firing began. This cdnqueft being atchieved 
at a very eafy purchafe, two of the great fliips an- 
chored between Tanna fort and a battery on the 
other fide of the river, which were abandoned be- 
fore one fhot was difcharged againft either ; thus 
the paflfage was laid open to Calcutta^ the reduc- 
tion of which we Ihall record among the tranfac-* 
tions of the enfuing year. 

Having thus, to the beft of our power, given 
a faithful and exaft detail of every material event, 
in which Great Britain was concerned either at 
home, or in her fettlements abroad, during the 
greateft'part of the year one thoufand feven hund- 
red and fifty-fix, we (hall now return to Europe, 
and endeavour to explain the beginning of a bloody 
war in Germany, which now feems to have be- 
come the chief object of the Britifh councils. On 
the eve qf a rupture between France and England^ 

it was natural for his B-' m^ — to pro^Hde for 

the fafety of his c ■ 1 d ' > s^ the only quarter 

by 
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by wWch he was at all aoctflible to the efforts of Aa; ijft. 
the enemy, who he fore&w would not hi\ to annoy 
him through that ayenue. fie at that time Hood, 
upon indifferent terms with the k— of P ■ a » 
who was conlidered as a partizan and ally of 
France; and/ he knew that the houfe of Auilria 
alone would not be fufficient to fupport him againft 
two fuch powerful antagonifts. In this emer- 
gency he had recourfij to the emprefs of RuITia^ 
who, in confequcnce of a large fubfidy granted by 
England, engaged to furaiih a ftrong body of 

forces for the defence of H r. His P— — A 

majefty, llartled at the conditions of this treaty^ 
took an opportunity to dectare that he would not 
Tuffer foreign forces of any nation to enter the em*^ 
pire, either as principals or auxiliaries : a declara^* 
tion which probably flowed from a jealoufy and 
averfion he had conceived to the court of Pctert 
burg, as well as to a refolution he had formed of 
ftriking fome great ftroke in Germany, without 
any riftjue of being reftriftcd or controulcd. He 
knew he fhould give umbrage to the French king^ 
who had already made preparations for penetrating 
into Wejftphalia : but he took it for granted he- 
ihould be able to exchange his connexions with 
France for an alliance with Great Britain, which 
would be much lefs troubfcfome, and much more 
produftive of advantage : indeed fuch an alliancfi 
was the necdTary conf^qucnce of his declaration; ^ 

Had his B c m y made a requifition of 

the RufEan auxiliaries, he miift have cxpofed him-^ 
felf to the refentment of a warlike monarch, that 
hovered on the (kirts of his eleftorate at the head 
of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, and coiilS ' 

A a 4 have' 
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Aiif 175*. have fubdued the whole country, in one week : and 
, if he forbore to avail himfclf of the treaty with the 

Czarina, he did not know how foon the k g of 

P a might be reconciled to his moft Chriftian 

majcfty's dcfign of invafion. .As for the Emprefs 
queen, her attention was engrofled by fchemes for' 
her intereftx>f prefervation \ and her hands fo full 
that (he either could not, or would not fulfil the 
engagements fhe had contracted with her former 
and firmeft allies. In thefe circumftances the 

k' — g of En d fought and obtained the alliance 

of P— — a, which, to the beft of our comprehcn- 

fion, has intaikd upon G B-~-n the enormous 

burthen of extravagant fubfidies, together with the 
intolerable cxpence of a continental war, without 
.being produdtive of one advantage either pofitivc 
or negative to E d or H n On the con- 
trary, this connexion threw the Emprefs queen 
into the arms of France, whofe friendlhip fhe has 
bought at the expence of the Barrier in the Nether- 
lands, acquired with infinite labour, by the blood 
and treafure of the maritime powers : it has given 
birth to a confederacy of drfpotic princes; fuffi- 
cient, if tht^ir joint force was fully exerted, to 
overthrow the liberties of all the free ftates in Eu - 
rope ; and after all, H r has been over- run, and 

; . (ubdued by the enemy; and the k — g of P a 

put to the ban of the Empire, All thefe confe- 
quenccs are, v/e apprehend, fairly deducible from 

the rcfolution which his P — -n m. y took, at 

this junfture, to precipitate a War with the houfe of 
Auftria. 

The iapparcnt motjvej that prompted him to this 
[ meafure, w;; fhall preftntly explain. In the mean 

tirne^ 
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nme, the defenfive - treaty between the Emprefs- An. 175^. 
queen and France was ho fooner ratified, than the Clofe con- 
Czarina was invited to accede to the alliance, and ^g^^^^en 
a private miniftcr knt from Paris to Petcrfburg to the courts 
negotiate the conditions of this acceflion, which ^^.Y^^' , 
the emprefs of Riiffia accordingly embraced:' a Peteif- 
circumftance fo agreeable to the court of Yerfailles, burg- 
that the marquis de L*Hopital was immediately ap- 
pointed an^baSador extraordinary and plenipotentia- 
ry to the court of Ruffia; Applications were likewife 
made to the courts of Madrid and Turin, folliciting 
their concurrence •, but their Catholic and Sardi- 
nian majefties wifely refolved to obferve a neutra- 
lity. 

At the fame time intrigues were begun by the 
French emiffaries in the fenate of Sweden, in order 
to kindle up a war between that nation and Pruffia; 
and their endeavours fucceeded in the fequcl^ even 
contrary to the inclination of their fovereign. At Confpi- 
prefent a plot was difcovered for altering the form ^^^y ^° 
CI government, by mcreaung the power of the 
crown ; and fevcrral perfons of rank, being con- 
vided upon trial, were beheaded as principals in 
this confpiracy. Although it did not appear that 
the king or queen was at all concerned in the 
fcheme, his Swedifli majefty thought himfclf fo 
hardly treated by the dyet, that he threatened to 
refign his royalty, and-retire inro his own heredi- 
tary dominions. This defign was extremely dif- 
agreeable to the people in general, who efpoufed 
his caufe in oppofition to the dyet, by whom they 
conceived themfelves more opprefled than they 
fhould have been under an unlimited monarchy : 
an opinion, wliich, in all probability, will one day 

pro- 
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An* 175& produce fuch a revolution in the Swedtfh govern-^ 

ment as hath happened in that of Denmark^ where 

the power was transferred from the nobles to the 

crown, by the concurrence of the clergy and the 

people. 

Meaforcft The king of Fruffia, alarmed at thefe ^rmidable 

^^n^ alliances, ordered all his forces to be completed» 

ofPniffia and held in readinefs to march at the firft notice i 

and dec- gjid ^ report was induftrioufly circulated, that, by a 

TOvcf. ** fecret article in the late treaty between France and 

the houfe of Auftria, thefe two powers had obliged 

themfelves to deftroy the proteilant religion, and 

overturn the freedom of the Empire, by a forced 

eledion of a Jcing of the Romans. 

The cry of religion was no impoliuc meafure ; 
but it no linger produced the fame effed as ii^ 
times paft. Religion was made a pretence on both 
fides : for the partizans of the Emprefs-queen in- 
finuated, on all occafions, that the ruin d the ca- 
thdic faith in Germany was the principal ob^e6t of 
the new alliance between the kings of Great Bri^ 
tsin and Pruflia. It was in confequence of fuch 
fuggeftions, that his Britannic majefty ordered his 
eledoral minifter at the dyet to deliver a memorial 
to all the minifters at Ratilbon, exprefUng his fur- 
prize to find the treaty he had concluded with the 
king of Pruflia, induftrioufly reprcfcnted as a 
ground of apprehenfion and umbrage, efpeciaUy 
for religion. He obfervcd, that as France had 
made open difpofitions for invading the eleftorate 
of Hanover, and difturbing the peace of the Em- 
pire i that as he had been denied, by the Emprefs- 
queen, thefuccours ftipulated in treaties of alliance; 
1^ as he was .refiifed afiiftance by certain ftates of 

the 
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the Empire, who tven fcemed difpofed to favour An. 1756. 
fiich a diverfion ; he had, in order to provide for 
the fecurity of ^isjown dominions, to eftablilh peace 
and tranquillity in the Empire, and maintain i&s 
fyfteiQ and privileges, without any prejudice to re- 
ligion, concluded a iJcfenGvc treaty with the king 
of Pruffia : that, by this inftance of patriotic zeal 
for the welfare of Germany, he had done an eflen- 
tial fervicc to ihc Empref$-qucen, and perfcwmed 
the part which ^hc head of the Empire, in dignity 
and duty, ought to have afted : that time w6uld 
demonftrate how little it was the intereft of the ^ . 
Eniprefs-queen to engage hi a ftrift alliance with 
a foreign power, which, for upwards of two cea- 
turies, had ravaged (he principal provinces of the 
Empire, m^ntained repeated wars againft th^ 
archducal houfe of Auftria, and always endea* 
TOured, as it fuited her views, to excite diftruftand 
diflbnfion among the princes and ftates that com- 
pofe the Germanic ho^y. 

The court of Vienna formed two cenfidcrable 
armies in Bohemia an^ Moravia ; yet, pretended 
that they had nothing in view but felf-prefervation, 
and folemnly'difclaimed ^h the fecret article, and 
the defign which had been kid to their chiarge. 
His moft Chriflian majefty declared, by his mi- 
nifter at Berlin, that he had no other intention but 
to maintain the public tranquUlity of Europe ; and 
this being the fole end of all his meafures, he be- 
jbeld with furprize the preparations and armament^ 
of certain potentates : that, whatever might be the 
view with which they were made, he was difpofed 
to make ufe of the power which God had put inta 
his hand&y not only to maintain the public peace of 

Eu- 
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An. 1756. Europe againft all who fliould attempt to difturb 
it ; but alfo to employ all his fgrces^ agreeable to 
his engagements, for the affiftance of his ally, in 
cafe her dominion5 Ihould be attacked: finally, 
that he would aft in the fame manner in behalf of 
all the other powers with whom he was in al- 
liance. 

This intimation made very little impreffion upon 
the king of PrufTia, who had already formed his 
plan, and was determined to execute his purpofe. 
What his original plan might have been, we (hall 
not pretend to difclofe ; nor do we believe he im- 
parted it to any confident or ally. It mull be con- 
Thcconrt felTed, however, that the intrigues of the court of 
cr/.ca-""* Vienna, furniflied him with a fpecious pretence 
vours to for drawing the fword and commencing hojiilities. 
iji^^^de-* ^^^ emprefs queen had fome realon to be jealous 
figns. of fuch a formidable neighbour. She remember- 
ed his irruption into Bohemia, in the year one 
thoufand feven hundred and forty-four, at a time 
when ftie thought that country and all her other 
dominions fecure from his invaftonby the treaty of 
Breflau, which fhe had in no particular contravened. 
She caballed againft him in different courts of Eu* 
rope : (he concluded a treaty with the czarina, 
\yhich, though feemingly defenQve implied an in- 
tention of making conquefts upon this monarch : 
Ihe. endeavoured to engage the king of Poland, 
eleftor of Saxony,, as a, contrafting power in this 
(confederacy; and, if he had not been afr^d of a 
fuddcn vifit from his neighbour of PrufTia, it can- 
not be fuppofed but he would have bet n pleafed to 
contribute to the humiliation of a prjnee who had 
once before, without the leaft provocation, d.ivea 
3 I^-rn 
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him from his dominions^ taken poflefTion of his An. 1756* 
capital. Touted his troops, and obliged him to pay 
a million of crowns to indemnify him for the exr 
pence* of this expedition : but he carefully avoided 
taking fuch a ftep as might expofc him to another 
invafion, and even refufed to accede to the treaty 
of Peteriburg, though it was exprefly defenfive ; 
the Cafijs Foederis- being his Pruffian majcfly's at- 
tacking, cither of the contradling parties. It ap- 
pears, however, that the count de Bruhl, prime 
mimfter and favourite of the king of Poland, had; 
in conjundiion with foipe of the: Auftrian minifters; 
carried jon certain fcatndalous intrigues, in order to 
crnbroil the king of Pruffia with tht; emprefs of 
RuiBav between iwhom a mifunderflanding had long 
fubfifted. .',..:. '. ^ 

His Pruffian majefty, perceiving the mrlitary prci- HlsPruf- 
iparations'of the c6uft of Vienna, and having ob- :efty"dJ, 
tained intelligence of their fccret negotiations with mands an 
different powers in Europe* ordered M. de Klin- e^cplana- 
graare,- his mmiftcr at . the Imperial court, to de- the Em- 
rnand* whether all thofe preparations of war, on. the P^efs- 
frontiers pf Silefia, were defigned a^inft hiro, and ^^^^^ 
yfhzt were the intentions of her Imperial majefty ? 
To this demand the Emjirefs replied. That in 
the prefent junftu-re fhe lud found it neceffary to 
inake armaments, as well for her own defence as 
for that of her allies ; but that they did not tend 
to the prejudice of any perfon ::or llate. wfaiatcver. 
The king, far from being fatisficd with this genev 
ral anfwer, fent frefh orders to Klingr^c to repre- 
fcnt, That after the King had diffembled, as long 
as he thought confift^^ntwith his fafety and honour, 
the bad defigns imputed to the Emprefs would 

not 
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An. 1756. not fuficr htm longer to difgutfe his lefitimentS} 
that he was acquamted with the of&nfive projtfb 
which the two couru had formed at Peierfburg; 
that he knew they had engaged to attack him fitd- 
denly with an army of two hundred thoUTand men ; 
a defign which woukl have been executed in the 
fpring of the year, had not the Ruflkn forces 
wanted recruits^ their fleet mariners, and Livcmili 
a fufficient quantity of corn for their fupport y that 
he coaftitutcd the Emprefs arbiter erf peace or 
war : if flic defired the former, he required a clear 
^d formal declaration, or pofitive afluraEu:e, that 
ihe had no intention to attack him* either this year 
or the next ; but he fliould look upon^ an ambigu^ 
ous anfwer as a declaration of war ^ and he called 
* heaven to witnefs, that the Emprefs alone would 
he guilty. of the innocent blood that fliould be 
ipilt, and afl the difmal confequences that would 
attend the comniiflion of hoftiUties. 

A declaration of this nature might have pro- 
voked a l€& haughty court than that ol Vienm^ 
and, indeed, {cem$. to hav9 been calculated on pur** 
pole to exafperate the pride of her Imperial ma- 
jefty, whofe anfwer he foon received to this eflSsA : 
Ker an- T^i^^ his m^efty the king of Prufiia had already 
fwer. he^a tm^ycdy for ibme time, in all kinds of the 
mofl: confiderable preparations of war, and themoft 
idifquieting, with regard to the public tranquillity, 
when he thought fit to demand explanations of her 
majeftfy touching the militarydifpofition^ that wefe 
making in her doisunions ; difpofitions on which 
ihe had not refblved, till afiDer the preparations of 
his Pruflian majefly had been made : that though 
' her m^efl:y might have declined ei^pkining her^ 
/ ■ fetf 
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ietf: on thofe liibjefts which required no explana* An. 1756. 
tion, (he had been pleafed to declare, with her own 
mouth, te Mn de Klingraafe, that the critical flate 
of public affairs rendered the meafures* ihe was 
taking abfolutely neceflfary for her own iafety, and 
f hat of her allies ; by t tha^ in other refpeds, they 
tended to the ]^rejudice of no perfon whatfoever : 
that her Imperial majefty had undoubtedly a right 
to form what judjgment flie pleafed on the ctrcum-' 
ftances of the times ; and likewife, that it belonged 
to iiOne but herfelf to efiimaite her own danger : 
that her declaration was fo clear, fhe never imO' 
gine^ it could be thought otherwife : that being 
accuftomed to receive, as well as to pra£iife the de- 
corums which fovereigns owe to each other, ihe 
could not hear without aftonifhment and fenfibility 
the contents of the memorial now prefenced by 
Ml*, de Klingratfe •, fo extraordinary, both in the 
matter and eyprefi^ons, that flie' would- lind herfelf 
under a neceflity of tranfgrefTing the bounds of 
that moderation which (he had preferibed to her^ 
felf, were (he to anfwer the whole of its contents : 
neverthelefs, (he thought proper to declare, thart 
the information commuracated to his Prulfian ma^ 
jefty of an ofi^nfive alliance againft him, fubfifting 
^between herfelf and the emprcis c£ Rulfia, toge- 
ther with the circumitances and pretended ftipula* 
tions of that alliance, were abfolutely falfe and 
forged -, for no fuch treaty did extft, or ever had 
exifted. Sh^ concluded with obferving, that this 
declaration would enable all Europe to judge of 
what weight and quality thofe dreadful events were, 
which Kfingraafe's nf)9morial announced ^ and to^ 
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An. 1756. perceive that, in any cafe, they could not be\ im- 
puted to her Imperial majefty. 

This anfwer, though feemingly explicit, was not 
deemed fufficiently categorical, or at leaft not fuit- 
able to the purpofes of the king of Pruflia, who, 
by his refident at Viiinna, once more declared, 
that if theEmprefs-quecri would fign a pofirive aflli- 
rance that (he would not attack his Pruflian majefty 
either this year or the next, he would direftly with- 
draw his troops, and let things be reftored to their 
former footing. This denfiand was evaded, on 
_. prete-rice that fuch a:n aflurance could not be more 

binding than the folen^n treaty by which he was aU 
ready fecured ; a treaty which the Emprefs queen 
had fib intention to violate. But before an anfwer 
could be delivered, the king had aftually invaded 
Saxony, and publifhed his declaration againft 
the court of Vienna. - Thef court of Vienna be- 
lieving that the king of Pruflia was bent upon 
employing his arms fomswhere-, being piqued at 
the dt6latorial manner in which his demands were 
conveyed •, tiiiwilling to lay themfclves under far- 
ther rertriftions -, apprehenfive of giving umbrage 
to their allies •, and confident of having provided 
for their own fecurity ; reOlved to run the rifque 
of. his refei^tment, not without hope of being 
indemnified in the coivrfe of the war for that part of 
Silefiaf which the queerl had been obliged to cede 
in the treaty of Breflau. 

Both fuies being thus prepared, and perhaps 
equally eager for adljion^ the king of Pruffia' would 
no longer i'ufpend his operations •, and the ftorm 
firfl: fell upon Saxony. He refolved to penecrater 
through this country into Bohemia, and even to 

take 
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take poileflion of it as a frontier; as well as A«'"75^^ 
for the convenience of^ ingrefs and egrefs to, and 
from the Auftrian dominions. Befides, he had 
reafon to believe the king of Poland, eleftor 
of Saxony, was connefted With the Czar?na and 
the Emprefs queen i therefore he thought it would 
be impolitic to leave that prince in any condi- 
tion to give him the Icaft difturbance. His 
army entered the Saxon territory towards the 

latter end of Auguft ; when he publilhed a decla- 
ration, importing that the unjuft cohduft and dan* 
gerous views of the court of Vienna againft his ma- 
jcfly's dominions, laid him under the neceffity of, 
taking proper meafures for protefting his territor 
ries and fubje&s: that for this purpofe he could 
not forbear taking the difagreeable refolution to en- 
ter with his troops the hereditary dominions of 
his majefty the king of Poland, eleftor of Saxony: " 
but he proteftcd before God and man, that on ac- 
count of his perfonal efteem and friendfliip for that 
prince, he would not have proceeded to this extre- 
mity, had not he been forced to it by the la>ys of 
war, the fatality of the prefent conjundturc, and 
the neceffity of providing for the defence and ic- 
curity of his fubjefts. He reminded the public of 
the tendernefs with which he had treated the elec- 
tor of Saxony, during the campaign of the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and forty -four ; and of 
the bad confequences refultihgto that monarch from 
his engagements with the enemies of Pruflia. He 
declared that the apprchenfion of being expofed 
again to fiich enterprizes, had obliged him to take 
thofe precautions which prudence diftated : but he 
protefted, in the moft folemn manner, that he had 
Numb. IX- Bb 'no 
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An. 1756. no hoftilc views againft his Poliih m^efty, or his 
dominions ; that his troops did not enter Saxony a3 
enemies, and he had taken care tlut they fhould 
obferve the beft order and the moft exadt difci- 
pline : that he derire4 nothing more ardently than 
the happy minute that fhould procure him the fa- 
tisfadiion of reftoring to his Polifh majcfly his here* 
ditary dominions, which he had feized only as a fa- 
cred depofitum. 

By his minifter at Drefden, he had demanded a 
free paflage for his forces through the Saxon do* 
minions ; and this the king of Poland was ready to 
g^ant with reafonable limitations to be fettled by 
commiffaries appointed for that purpofe. But thefe 
Mfere formalities which did not at all fuit with his 
Pruffian majefty*s dilpofition or defign. Even be- 
fore this requifition was made, a. body of his troops, 
amounting to fifteen thoufand, under the command 
of prince Ferdinand, brother to the duke of Brunf- 
Prinw wic, took poffeflTion of Leipfic on the twentieth day 
takerpof. ^^ September. Here he publifhed a declaration, 
feiTion of fignifylng that it was his Prufllan majefty's inten* 
Leipfic, ^Jq^ ^q conlidcr and defend the inhabitants of that 
eledlorate as if they were his own fubjefts -, and 
that he had given precife orders to his troops to 
obferve the moft exadfc difcipline. As the firil 
mark of his afFedtion, he ordered them to provide 
the army with all forts of provifion, according to ar 
certain rate, on pain of military execution. That 
fame evening notice was given to the corporation 
of merchants, that their deputies fhould pay all 
taxes and cufloms to the king of Pruflia : then he 
toak pofTeffion of the cuftom-houfe and excifc- 

ofEce, 
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' office, tod ordered' the magazines of corn and An. 175^, 
meal to be opened for the ufe of his foldiers. 

'The king of Poland, apprehenfivc of fuch a vi- The king 
fitafitonv had ordei^d all the troops of his eleitorate ^jj^g^" 
to kave their quarters, and affcmble in a ftrong Drefden, 
camp marked out for them between Pima and ">n<*t>^^s^ 
Konigftein^ which was intrenched, and provided king of 
with a numerous train of artillery. Thither the Poland 

. king of Poland repaired, with his two fons Xave- ^"opg ^t 
rius and Charles ; but the queen and the reft' of Pima. 
the royal family remained at Drefden, Of this 
capital hisPruflian majefty, with the bulk of his 
army, took poffcffion on the eighth day of Septem- '. 
bcr, when he was vifitcd by the lord Stormont, the 
Englilh ambaflador at that court, accompanied by 
count SalmOur, a S^on minifter, who, in his maf^ 
ter's nanle, propofed a neutrality. The king of 
Pruffia profefled himfelf extremely well pleafed 
with the propofal ; and, as the moft convincing 
proof of his neutrality, defired the king of Poland 
would feparate his arrny, by ordering his troops to 
return to their former quarter*. His Polifti ma- 
jefty did not like to be fo tutored in his own domi- 
nions : he depended for his own fafety more ifpon 
the valour and attachment of his troops thus af- 
femUed, than upon the friendfhip of a prince wha 
bad invaded his dominions, and fequeftered his re- 
venue, without provocation; and he trufted too 
much to the fituation of his camp at Pirna, which 
was deemed impregnable. In the mean time, the 
king of Pruffia fixed his head- quarters at Seidlitz, 
about half a Germa'h league diflant from Pirna, 
and pofted his army in fuch a manner as to be able 
to intercept all convoys of provifion defigped for 

B b 2 the 
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An. 1756. the Saxon camp: his forces extended on the right 
towards the frontiers of Bohemia, and the van- 
guard adtually feized the paifes that lead to the 
circles of Satzer and Leutmeritz in that kingdom ; 
while prince Ferdinand of Brunfwic marched with 
a body of troops along the Elbe, and took poft at 
this laft place without oppofition. At the fame 
time the king covered his own dominions, by af- 
fembling two confiderable bodies in Upper and 
Lower Silefia, which occupied the pafles that com- 
municate with the circles of Buntzlau and'Kon- 
ingfgratz. 

Hoftilities were commenced on the thirteenth 
day of September by a detachment of Pruffian huf- 
fars, who attacked an Auftrian efcorte to a convoy 
of provifions, defigned for thf Saxon camp -, and 
having routed them, carried off a confiderable 
number of loaded waggons. The magazines at 
Drefden were filled with an immenfe quantity of 
provifion and forage for the Pruffian army, and 
the bakers were ordered to prepare a vaft quantity 
of bread, for which purpofe thirty new ovens were 
crefted. 

When the king of Pruffia fir^ft arrived at Dref- 
den, he lodged at the houfe of the countefs Moc- 
zinfka ; and gave orders that the queen and royal 
family of Poland fliould be treated with all due 
veneration and refpe<I:t * : even while the Saxon 

camp 

• His majefty feems to have centinels were pofted within 
abated of this refpeft in the the .palace where the queen 
fequeU if we may believe the and royal family refided ; as 
afl'ertions of his Polilh majpf-, ; alfo. at the door of the fccret 
ty's queen and the court.,of ., cabiflet, where the papers re- 
Vienna, who affirmelcf," tliat^- lating to foreign, tranfadlions 

^ were 
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camp waS' blocked up on every fide, he fometimcs An. 1756. 
permitted a waggon, loaded with frefh provifion 
and game, to pafs unmoleftcd for the ufe of his 
Polifli majefty. 

During thefe tranfaftions the greateft part of His main] 
the Pruffian army advanced into Bohemia, under netrtteT 
the command of the veldt marechal Keith J, who into. Bo- 
reduced the town and palace of Tetchen^ took ^^"^i*» 
pofleffion of all the paflcs, and encamped near , 
Auffig^ a fmall town in Bohemia, at no great dif-r 


were depofited. The keys of 
this cabinet were feized, and 
all the writings demanded. 
The whole Saxon- miniftry 
were difcharged from their re- 
fpe6live employments, and a 
new commiffion was eftablifh- 
ed by the king of Pruilia for 
the adiriniflra.tion of affairs in 
general. When the queen in • 
treated this prince to remove 
the centinels pofled within the 
palace, and contiguous paf- 
fages, agreeable to his afTu- 
rances that all due refpeA 
fhould be obfened towards 
tlie royal family, the king or- 
dered the guards to be dou- 
bled, and fent an officer to de- 
mand of her majelly the keys 
of the fecret cabinet. The 
queen obtained this officer's 
confent, that the doors ^fhould 
be fealed up; but afterwards 
he returned with orders to 
break them open : then her 
majefty, placing herfelf before 
the door, faid, (he trufted fo 
much to the promife of the 
king of Pruffia, that Ihe could 
not believe he had given fuch 
orders. The officer declaring 


that his orders were pofitivc, 
and that he diiril not difobey 
them, ihe continued in the, 
fame place, declaring, that if 
violence was to be ufed, he 
muft begin with her. The 
officer, returning to acquaint 
the king with what had paffed, 
her majefty conjured the mi- 
nifters of Pruffia and England 
to remind his majefty of his 
promiie; but her reprefenta- 
tions had no efiedl : the officer 
returned with frefh orders to 
ufe force, in fpite of the oppo- 
fltion fhe might make agamft . 
it in perfon. The queen, find- 
ing herfelf in danger of her 
life, at length withdrew : the 
doors were foVced, the chefts 
broke open, and all the papers 
Seized. 

t Brother to the carl- 
marefchal of Scotland, a gen- 
tleman who had fignalized 
himfelf as a general in the 
Ruffian army, and was ac- 
counted one of the beft offi- 
cers of his time; not more ad- 
mired for his genius, than 
amiable in his difpoiition. 
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An. 1756. tancc from the Imperial army, amounting to fifty 

tfaoufancl men, commanded by count Brown, aa 

officer of Iriih extrafi:, who had often dilHngiHfhed 

' himfelf in the field by his courage, vigilance, and 

conduft. 

His PruiCan majefty, having left a confiderabte 
body of troops for the blockade of Pima, aflumed 
in perfon the command of marechal Keith's corps, 
and advanced to give batde to the enemy. On this 
twenty-ninth day of September he formed his 
troops in two columns, and in the evening arrived 
with his van at Welmina, from whence he faw the 
Auftrian army pofted with its right at Lowofchutz, 
and its left towards the Egra. Having occupied 
with fix battalions a hollow way, and fom^ riling 
grounds, which commanded the town of Lowo- 
fchiitz, he remained all night under arms at Wd- 
mina •, and on the firft day of Oftober, early in the 
morning, formed his whole army in order of batde ^ 
the firft line, confifting of the infantry, occupying 
two hills, and a bottom betwixt them ; the fecond 
line being formed of fome battalions, and the third 
compofed of the whole cavalry. The Auftrian ge- 
neral had taken pofleflion of Lowofchutz with a 
great body of infantry, and placed a battery of 
cannon in the front of the town : he had formed 
his cavalry chequerwife, in a line between Lowo- 
fchutz and the village of Sanfchitz; and pofted 
flJbout two thoufand Croats and irregulars in the 
and ke .vineyards and avenues on his right. The morn- 
tlnh of^ ^^S was darkened with a thick fog, which vani&ed 
Lowo- about fcven : then the Pruffian cavalry advanced 
khuiZ' to attack the enemy's horfe ; but received fucJira 
fire from the irregulars, pofted in vineyards and 

ditches. 
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ditches, as well as from a numerous artillery, that An.i7^ff 
they were obliged to retire for proteftioh to the 
rear of the Pruflian infantry and cannon. There i 

being formed, and led back to the charge, they 
made an impreffion on the Auftrian cavalry, and 
drove the irregulars and other bodies of infantry 
from the ditches, defiles, and vineyards which they 
pofleffcd : but they fufFcred fo feverely in this dan- 
gerous fervice,- that the king ordered them to re- 
afcend the hill, and take poft again behind the in^- 
fantry, from whence they no more advanced. Iii 
the mean time a furious cannonading was main^ 
't^iined on both fides, with Confiderable ^flfeft. At 
length the left of thtf Pruflian infantry was or4ered 
to attack the town of Lowofchutz in fjank •, buf 
met with a very warm reception, and, in all like- 
lihood, would have, mifcarried, had not veldt- 
marechal Keith headed them in perfon : when he 
drew his fword, and told them he would lead them 
on, he was given to underfland, that all their pow- 
der and 'fhot was exhauftcd : he turned imme- 
diately to them with a chearful countenance, faid 
he was very glad they had no more ammunition, , 
being well afTured the enemy would not withftand 
them at pufh of bayonet : fb faying, he advanced 
at their head, and driving the Auftrians from Lowo- 
fchutz, fet the fuburbs on lire. Their infantry 
had been already obliged to quit the eminence on 
the right, and now their whole army |;ptired to 
Budin, on the other fide of the Egra. Some pri- 
foners, colours, and pieces of cannon, were taken 
on both fides ; and the lofs of each might amount 
to two thoufand five hundred killed and wounded : 
id that, on the whole, it was a drawn battle, though 

Bb+ • both ^^ 
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An. 1756. both generals claimed the viftory. The detail of 
the adion, publilhed at Berlin, declares, that the 
king of Pruflla not only gained the battle, but that 
fame day cftabliflied his head-quarters at Lowo- 
fchutz : whereas the Auflxian gazette affirms, that 
the marcchal count Brown obliged his Pruffian 
majefty to retire, and remained all night on the 
field of battle *, but next day, finding his troops in 
want of water, he repaired to the camp of Budin. 
If the battle was at all decifive, the advantage cer- 
tainly fell to the Auftrians ; for his Prufllan majef- 
' ty, who, in all probability, had hoped to winter at 
Prague, was obliged, by the oppofitlon he met 
with, to refign this plan, and retreat before winter 
into the el^&orate of Saxony. 

The Pruffian army having rejoined that body 
which had been left to block up. the Saxons zt 
Pima, his Poliffi majefty and his troofJRS were re- 
duced to fuch extremity of want, that it became 
indifpenfibly neceffary cither to attempt an efcape, 
or furrender to, the king of Pruffia. The forme? 
part of the alternative was choferi, and the plan 
concerted with count Brown, the Auftrian general, 
who, in order to facilitate the execution, advanced 
privately with a body of troops ' to Lichtendorf, 
near Schandau j but the jundion could not be ef- 
fedtcd, On the fourteenth day of G6tober the 
Saxons threw a bridge of boats over the Elbe near 
/Konigftcin, to which caftle they removed all their 
artillery: then ftriking their tents in the nighf, 
pafled the river undifcovered by the enemy. They 
continued to retreat with all poffible expedition 5 
but, the roads were, fp bad, they made little pro- 
grefs. Next day, when part of them had ad- 

vanced 
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vancerf about half way up a hill oppofitc toKonig- An* 1756. 
ftcin, , and the reft were intangled in a narrow 
plain, where there was no room to aft, they per- 
ceived that the Pruffians were in pofleffion of all 
the palTes, and found themfelves furrounded on 
every fide, fainting with hunger and fatigue, and 
deftitute of every convenience. 

In this deplorable condition they remained, when 
the king of Poland, from the fortrefs of Konig- 
ftein, fent a letter to his general the yeldt-marechal 
count Rutowiki, vefting him with full arid difcre- 
tionary power to furrender, or take, fuch other 
mcafures as he Ihould judge moft conducive to the 
prefervation of the officers and foldiers *. By this 
time, count Brown had retired to Budin, fo that 


* * The letter was to the fol- 
lowing effe|l : 

Veldt-marechal count Ru- 
towiki, 

It is not without extreme 
forrow I underiland the deplo- 
rable fituation, which a chain 
of misfortunes has referved for 
you, the reft of my generals, 
and my whole army : but we 
muft acquiefce in the difpen- 
fations of Providence, and con- 
fole ourfelves with the redi- 
tudc of our fentiments and in- 
tentions. They would force 
mty it feems, as you give me 
to underftand by major-general 
the baron de Dyherrn, tofub- 
mit to conditions the more fe- 
vere, in proportion as the cir- 
cum fiances are become more 
neccffitous. J cannot hear 
(hem mentioned. I am a free 
monarch; fuch I wiU livj; 


1 

fuch I will die; and I will 
both live and die with honour. 
The fate of my army I leave 
wholly to your difcrecion* 
Let your council of war de- 
termine whether you muft fur- 
render prifoners of war, fall 
by the fword, or die by fa- 
mine. May your refolutions, 
if poffible, be conducted by 
humanity : whatever they may 
be, I have no longer any (hare 
in them ; and I declare you 
ihall not be anfwerabic for 
aught but one thing, namely* 
not to carry arms again ll me 
or my allies. I pray God may 
have you, Mr. Marechal, iu 
his holy keeping. Given ftt. 
Konig(]ein the i4thof Octo- 
'ber, 1756,- 

Auguflus Rex. 

To the veldt-marechal the 


s 


count Rutcw5|ii» 


ther« 
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there was uo choice left. A capitulation was de- 
manded ! but, in cfFeft, the ^hole Saxon army was 
obliged to furrender at difcretion ; and the foldiers 
were afterwards, by compulfion, incorporated with 
the troops of Pruffia. 

The king of Poland, being thus deprived of his 
eleftoral dominions, his troops, arms, artillery, and 
ammunition, thought it high time to provide for 
his own fefety, and retired with all expedition to 
Poland. His Pruflian majefty cantoned his forces 
in the neighbourhood of Seidlitz, and along the 
Elbe towards Drefden. His other army, which 
had entered Bohemia under the command of the 
count de Schwerin, retired to the confines of the 
county, of Glatz, where they were diftributed in 
quarters of cantonment •, fo that this fliort cam- 
paign was finiflied by the beginning of November. 

The king of Poland, in his diftrefs, did not fail 
to implore the affiftance and mediation of neutral 
powers. His minifter at the Hague prefented a 
memorial to the States General, complaining, that 
the invafion of Saxony was one of thofe attacks 
againft the law of nations, which, from the great 
refpeft due to this law, demanded the affiftance of 
every power fqterefted in the prefervation of its 
own liberty and independency. He obferved, that, 
from the firft glimpfe of mifunderftanding between 
the courts of Vienna and Berlin,, he had exprcfly 
enjoined his ininifters at all the courts of Europe 
to declare, that it was his firm refolution, in the 
prefent conjundure of affairs, to obferve the ftridt- 
eft neutrality. He reprefented, that a free and 
neutral ftate had been, in the nriidft of p^eace, in* 
vaded by an enemy who difguifed himlelf under 

; ^ the 
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the malqiie of friendftiip, without alledging the An. 1756. 
leaft complaint) or afty pretenfioh "V^hatfoeyer ; but 
founding himielf fokljr.on his own convenience, 
made himrdf nfeftcr, by arnied force, of all the ci- 
ties and towns of the eleftorate, difmantling fome, 
and fortifying others : that he had difarmcd the 
burghers ; carried off the magiftrates as hoftages 
for the payment of unjuft and enormous contribu- 
tions of provifions and forage ^ fcized the coffers, 
confifcated the revenues of the eledorate, broke 
open the arienals, and tranfported the arms and 
artillery to his own town of Magdeburg ; abolilhed 
the privy-council, and, inftead of the lawful go- 
vernment, cftabliftied a direftory, which acknow- 
ledged no other law but his owft arbitrary will. 
He gaVe thfem to undcrftand, that all thcfe pro- 
ceedings were no other than preliminaries to the 
unheard-of treatment which was referved for a 
queen, whofc virtues ought to have commanded 
refpeft, even from her enemies : that, from the 
hands of that auguft princefs, the archives of the 
' ftate were forced away by menaces and violences, 
notwithftandiiig the fecurity which her majefly had 
promifed hcrfelf under the proteftion of all laws, 
human and divine; and notwithftanding the re- 
peated affurances given by the king of Pruflia, 
that not only her perfon, and the place of her refi- 
dence, fhould be abfolutely fafe, but that even the 
Pruffian garrifon fhould be under her diredion. 
He obferved, that a prince who de4|ired himfelf 
proteftor of the proteftant religion had begun the 
war, by crufliing the very ftate to which that very 
religion owes its eftablifliment, and the preferva- 
tion- of its moft invaluable rights: that he had 

broke 
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An: 1756. broke through the moft refpedtable laws which 
conftitute the union of the Germanic body, under 
/ colour of a defence which the. Empire flood in no 
need of, except againft himfelf : .that the king of 
Pruffia, while he infills on having entered Saxony 
as a friend, demands his army, the adminiftration 
of his dominions, and, . in a word, the facrifice of 
his^whole eledorate 5 and that the Pruflian direc- 
tory, in the declaration of motives, publifhed un- 
der the nofe of a prince to whom friendfhip was 
pretended, thought it fuperfluous to alledge even 
any pretext, to colour the ufurpation of his terri- 
tories and revenues. 

Though this was certainly the cafe, in his PruA 
fian majefly's firft expofition of motives, the omit 
fion was afterwards fupplied in a fubfequent me- 
morial to the States General ; in which he charged 
the king of Poland as an accomplice in, if not an 
acceflbry to the treaty of Peterfburg; and even 
taxed him with having agreed to a partition of 
fome Pruflian territories, when they fhould be con- 
quered. This treaty of partition, however, ap- 
pears to have been made in time of adlual war, be- 
fore all caufe of difputc was removed by the peace 
of Drefden. 

While the Auftrian and Pruflian armies were in 
the field, their refpeftive minifters were not idle 
at Ratifbon, where three Imperial decrees were 
publifhed agaii>ft his Pruflian majefly: the firft:, 
fummoning that prince to withdraw his troops from 
the eleftorate of Saxony 5 the fecond, commanding 
all the vaflals of the Empire employed by the king 
of Pruflia to quit that fervice immediately; and 
the tliir^, forbidding the members of the Empire 
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to fufFer any levies of foldiers, for the Prufljan fer- An. 1756: 
vice, to be raifed within their refpeftive jurifdic- 
tions. The French minifter declared to the dyet, 
that the proceedings of his Pruffian majefty having 
difclofed to the world the projcft concerted be- 
tween that prince and the king of England, to ex- 
cite in the Empire a religious war, which might be 
favourable to their particular views, his moft Chrif- 
tian majefty, in confequence of his cngagemq|fs . 
with the Emprefs-qucen, and many other princes 
of the Empire, being refolved to fuccour them in 
the moft efficacious manner, would forthwith fend 
fuch a number of troops. to their aid, as might be 
thought neceflary to preferve the liberty of the 
Germanic body. 

On the other hand, the Pruffian minifter aflgred 
the dyet, that his matter would very foon produce 
the proofs that were come to his hands of the plan 
concerted by the courts of Vienna and Drefden, 
for the fubverfion of his eleftoral houfe-, and f3r 
impofing upon him a yoke, which feemed to 
threaten the whole Empire. 

About th^ fame time the Ruffian refident at the Ty^^]^^^^ 
Hague communicated to the States General a cje- tions of 
claration from his miftrefs, importing, that her ^^^^^^^^, 
Imperial majefty having feeh a memorial prefented 
at the court of Vienna by the king of Pruffia's en- 
voy extraordinary, was thereby convinced that his 
Pruffian majefty's intention was to attack the ter- 
ritories of the Emprefs-queen ; in which cafe, (he 
(the Czarina) was inevitably obliged to fuccour her 
ally with all her forces ; for which end Ihe had or- 
dered all her troops in Livonia to be forthwith af- 
-fetnbled on the frontiers, and hold themfelves in 
; readi- 
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AsL 1756. readings to march.: that moreover, the RufEad 
admiralty had been enjomed to provide immediate-* 
ly a fufficient number of gallies for tranlporting 
a large body of troops to Lubec. The minifters 
of the Emprefs-queen, both at the Hague and at; 
London, delivered memoriak to the Sutes Gene-^ 
ral and his Britannic majefty, demanding the fuc- 
cours which thefe two powers were bound to af- 
ford the houfe of Auftria by the treaty of Aiz la- 
Clkapelle ; but their high mightinefles kept warUy 
aloof by dint of evafion, and the king of Great 
Briuin was far other wife engaged. 

The invafion of Saxony had wcU nigh produced 
tragedies in the royal family of France. The dau- 
phinefs, who was far advanced in her pregnancy," 
no fooner learned the diftreisful circumftances of 

■ 

her parents, the king and queen of Poland, than 
file was feized with violent fits, which occafioned a 
mifcarriage, and brought her life into the moft 
imminent danger. 

The Pruffian minifler was immediately ordered 
to quit Verfailles ; and diredions were difpatched 
to the French minifler at Berlin, to retire from 
that court without taking leave. Finally, the em- 
peror of Germany concluded a new convendon 
with the French king, regulating the fuccours to 
be derived from that quarter: he claimed in 
all the ufual forms, the ailiftance of the Germanic, 
body as guaranty of the pragmatic fanAion suid 
treaty of Drefden ; and Sweden was alfo addrelTed 
on the fame fubjeft. 

The king of Pruffia did not pafTively bear all the 
imputations that were fixed upon his condu£t. 
His minifter at the Hague prefented a memori^ 

4 in 
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in anfwer to that of the Saxon rcfident, in which An- 1756^ 
he accufed the court of Drefden of having adopted ^** ^^^^ 
every part of the fcheme which his enemies had jefty>s an- 
formed for liis deftruftion. He affirmed that jhe fwcr to 
Saxon minifters had, in all the courts of Europe, ^emo-*'** 
played off every engine of unwarrantable politics, nal. 
in order to pav* the way for the execution of their 
projedl: that they had endeavoured to give an 
odious turn to his rnoft innocent anions : that they 
had fpared neither malicious infinuations, nor even 
the moil atrocious calumnies, %o alienate all the 
world from his majefty, andraife up enemies againft 
him every where. He faid he had received inform- 
ation that the court of Saxony intended to let his 
troops pafs freely, and afterwards wait for events 
of which they might avail themfelvcs, either by - 
joining his enemies, or making a diverlion in his 
dominions : that in fuch a fituation he could not 
avoid having tecourfe to the only means which 
were left him for preventing his inevitable ruin, 
by putting it out of the power of Saxony to increafe 
the number of his enemies. He afferted that all 
the meafures he had purfued in that eleftoratc 
were but the neceffary confequences of the firfl: re- 
fplution he was forced to take for his own prefer- 
vation : that he had done nothing but deprived the 
court of Saxony of the means of hurting him ; and 
' this had been done with all poifible moderation : 
that the country enjoyed all the fecurity and all 
the quiet which could be expefted in the very midft ' 
,of peace, the Pruffian troops obferving the moft 
cxa£t difcipline : that all due refped was ihe wn to 
-the queen of Poland, who had been prevailed upon 
by the moft fuitable reprefentations, to fufrer fome 

papers 
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An. 1756. papers to be taken from the paper-office, of which 
his Pruffian majefty already had copies ; and 
thought it neceffary, to afcertain the dangerous de- 
fign of the Saxon miniftry againft hinl, to fecure 
the originals ; the exiftence and reality of which 
might otherwife have been deniedi*. He obfcrved 
that every man has a right tp prevent the mifchief 
with which he is threatened, and to retort it upon 
its author ; and that neither the conftitutions nor 
the laws of the Empire could obftruft the exertion 
of a right lb fuperior to all others, as that of felf- 
pripfervation and felf-defencc ; efpecially when the 
, depofitory of thefe laws is'fo clofely united to the 

enemy as manifeftly to abufe his power in her fa- 
vour. 

But the mod important ftep which his Pruffian 
A juillfi- majefty took in his own juftification, was that of 
«tion of publifhing another memorial fpecifying the con- 
4^, duft of the courts of Vienpa and Saxony, and 
their dangerous defigns againft his perfon and inte- 
reft, together with the original documents adduced 
as proofs of thefe finifter intentions. , As a know- 
ledge of thefe pieces is requifite to form a diftinft 
idea of the motives which produced this dreadful 
war upon the continent, it will not be amifs to 
ulher the fubttance of them to the reader's ac- 
quaintance. His Pruffian majefty affirms, that to 
arrive at the fource of the vaft plan upon which 
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the colirts of Vienna and Saxony had been etri- Ah. lyjii 
ployed againft him ever fince the peace of Dref- 
den, we muft trace it as -far batk as the war which 
preceded this peace t that the fond hopes whith 
the two allied courts had conceived upon the fuc- 
cefs of the campaign irt the y tar one thoufand fcveii 
hortdred and forty four, gave occafion to a tteaty 
of eventual partition, ftipulatirtg chat the court of 
Vienna fhbuld poffefs the dutchy of Silefia, and 
the county of Glatz : while the king bf Poland, 
cle'ftor of Saxony, fhould (hare the dutchies of 
Magdeburg and Crolffen ; the circles of ZuUichov^ 
and Swibus, together with the Pruffian part of Lu- 
fetia : that after the peace of Drefden, concluded 
in the year one thoufand feven hundred and forty- 
five, there was no further room for a treaty of thia 
nature : yet the court of Vienna propofed to that 
of Saxony a new alliance, in which the treaty of 
eventual partition fhould be renewed : but this laft 
thought it neceflary, in the firft place, to give a 
greater confiftency to their plan, by grounding it 
upon an alliance between the Eniprefs*queen and 
the Czarina. Accordingly thcfe two powers did, in 
faft, conclude a defenfivc alliance at Peterlburgh in 
the couffc of the enfuing year : but the body or 
oftenfible part of this treaty was compbfed meerly 
with a view to conceal from th^ knowledge of the 
public, fix fecret articles, the fourth of which wai 
levelled fingly againft Pniflia, according to the 
Gxaft copy of it, which appeared among the docu* 
ments. In this article, the Emprefs- queen of 
Hungary and Bohemia fcts out with a proteftatton, 
that fhe will religioiifly oblerve the treat Jr of Dref- 
dea; but explains her real way of thinking upon 
Numb. 9, C c th^ 
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An. 1756. the fubjeft, a little lower in the following terms: 
** If the king of Pruflia fliould be the firft to de- 
part from this peace, by attacking either her ma-, 
jefty the Enlprcfs-queen ol^ Hungary and Bohemia, 
or her majefty the emprefs of Ruffia, or even the 
republic of Poland ; in all thefe cafes, the rights 
of jhe Emprefs-queen to SHcfia and the county of 
Glacz, would again take plage, and recover their 
full effed : the two contrafting parties (hould mu- 
tually aflift each other with fixty thoufand men to 
atchicve thefe conquefts. The king obferves upon 
this article, that every war which can arife between 
him and RuflTia, or the republic of Poland, would 
be looked upon as a manifeft infraftion of the peace 
of Drefdcn, and a revival of the rights of the houfe 
of Auftria td Silefia ; though neither Ruflia nor the 
' republic of Poland i$ at all concerned in the treaty 
of Drefden ; and though the latter, with which the 
king lived in the mbft intimate friendfhip, was noo 
even in alliance with the court of Vienna : that, ac- 
cording to the principles of the law of nature, re- 
ceived among all civilized nations, the moft the 
court of Vienna could be authoriled to do in fuch 
cafes, would be to fend thofe fuccours to her al- 
lies which are due to them by treaties, -without her 
having the leaft prett-'nce, on that account, to free 
herfelf from the particular engagements fubfifting 
J between her and the king : he appealed therefore 
to the judgment of the impartial world; whether 
in this fecret article the contrafting powers had kept 
within the bounds of a defenfive alliance : or whe- 
ther this article did not rather contdin a plan of an 
ofFenfive alliance again ft the king of Pruflia. He 
affirmed it was obvious, from this article, that the 

court 
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court of Vienna had prepared three pretences for An. 1756, 
the recovery of Silefia ; and that llie thought to 
attain her end either by provoking the king to 
commence hoftilities againft her, or to kindle a 
war between hrs majefty and Ruffia by her fecret 
intrigues and machinations : he ^alledges that the ^ 
court of Saxoxiy, being invited to accede to this 
alliance, eagerly accepted the invitation •, furnilhed 
its minifters at Peterlburgh with full powers for" - 

that purpofe; and ordered them to declare that 
their mafter was not only ready to accede to the 
treaty itfelf, but alfo to the fecret article againft 
Prufliii ; and to join in the regulations made by the 
two courts, provided efFeftual meafures fKould be 
taken, as well for the fecurity of Saxony, as for its . 
indemnification and recompence^ in proportion to 
the efforts and progrefs that might be made : that 
the court of Drefden declared, if upon anyn frefli 
" attack from the king of Pruflia, the Emprefs -queen 
fhould, by their affiftance, not only reconquer Si- 
lefia, and the county of Glatz, but alfo reducfe 
him within narrower bounds ; the king of Poland, <. 
as elc<5tor of Saxony, would abide by the partition 
formerly ftipulated between him and the Emprefs- 
qu^en* He alfo declared that count Lofs, the Saxon 
minifter at Vienna, was charged to op? n a private ne-^ 
gottation for fettling an eventual partition of the con- . 
queft which might be made on Pruffia, by laying 
down, as the bafis of it, the treaty of Leipfic, figned 
on the eighteenth day of May, in the year one thou- 
fand feven hundred and forty fivej as would' ap* r, 
pear by the documents affixed. He owned it had 
' been fuppofed, through the whole of this negoti- 
ation, that the king of PrufTia fhould be the ag- 

^ C c 2 greflor 
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Aq. 1756. greflbr againd the court of Vienna ; but he in- 
lifted, that even in this cafe the king of Poland 
' could have no right to make conquefts on his Prul- 
fian majefty. He likewife acknowledged that the 
court of Saxony had not yet acceded in torm.to the 
treaty of Peterfburg -, but he obferved, ks al- 
lies were given to under ftand again and again, that 
it was ready to accede without reftridion, whenever 
this could be done without riique ; and the advan- 
tages to be gained fliould be fecured in its favour : 
circumftances proved by divers authentic docu- 
ments, particularly by a letter from count Fleming 
to count de Bruhl, informing him that count 
Uhlefield had charged him to reprefent afrefh to 
his court, that they could not take too fecure mea- 
fures againft the ambitious views of the king of 
Pruffia : that Saxony, in particular, ought to be 
cautious^ as being the moft expofed : that it was of 
the h'gheft importance to ftrengthen their old en-; 
gagem^nts upon the footing propofed by the late 
count de Harrach in the year one thoufand fcven 
hundred and forty five; 'a ftep which might be 
tiiken on occafion of his Polifh majefty*s acceflion 
to the treaty of Peterfburg. The anfwcr <rf" count 
Pruhl to this dafpatch imported, that the king of 
Poland was not averfe to treat in the utmoft fc- 
crecy with the court of Vienna, about fuccours, 
by private and confidential declarations relating to 
the fourth Secret article of the treaty of Peterfburg, 
on condition of reafonable jterms and advantages, 
which in this cafe QUght to be granted to his ma- 
jefty. He quoted other difpatches, to prove the un- 
willingncfs of his Polifh majefty to declare himfelf, 
un:il the king of Pruffia fhould be attacked, and 
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his forces divided -, and that this fcrviple was ad- An. 1755. 
mitted by the allies of Saxony. From thefe pre- 
Tuifes he deduced this inference, that the court of 
Drefden, without having acceded in form to the 
treaty of Peterfburg, was notlefs an accomplice irt 
the dangerous defigns which the court of Vienna 
had grounded upon this Itrcaty ; and that having 
been difpenfed with from a formal concurrence, it 
had only waited for that moment when it might, 
without running any great rifque, concur in effeft, 
and fhare the fpoils of its neighbour. In expefta- 
tion of this period, he faid the Auftrian and Saxon 
minifters laboured in concert and underhand with 
the more ardour, to brmg the Cafus Fccderis into 
exiftence ; for it being laid down as a principle in 
the treaty, that any war whatever between him and 
Ruffia, would authorife the Empref3-queen to ref- 
take Silefia, there was nothing more to be done 
but to kindle fuch a war ; for which purpofe no 
method was found more proper than that of em- 
broiling the king with the emprefs of Ruflla -, and 
to provoke that princefs, with all forts of falfe in- 
fmuations, impoftures, and the moft atrocious ca- 
lumnies, in laying to his majefty's charge a variety, 
of defigns, fometimes agaioft RufCa, and even the 
perfonof theCzarina-, fometimes views upon Poland, 
and fometimes intrigues in Sweden. By thefe and 
other fuch contrivances, he affirmed they had kind- 
led the animofity of the Emprels to fuch a degree, 
that in a council held in the month of Oftober, in 
the year one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-three, 
Ihe had refolved to attack the king of Pruffia with^ 
out any further difcuflion, whether he fhould fall 
upon any of the allies of RuflSa, or one of them 
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ftiould begin with him : a refolution which for that 
time was fruftrated by their want of feamen and 
magazines ; but the preparations were continued, 
under pretence of keeping themfelves in a condi- 
tion to ful&l their cngagtrments contracted in the 
laft fubfidiarjr convention with England.; and whea 
all were finilhed, the ftorm would fall on the king 
of Pruflla. 

This is the fubftance of that famous memorial 
publiflied by his Pruflian majefty, to which the 
juftifying pieces or authentic documents were an- 
nexe^ \ and to which a circumftantial anfwer was 
exhibited by the partlfans of her Imperial majefly.. 
Specious reafons may, doXibtlefs, be adduced on 
cither fide of almofl: any difpute, by writers of in- 
genuity : but, in examining this conteft, it muft 
be allowed that both fides adopted illicit practices. 
The Emprefs-queen and the eieftor of Saxony had 
certainly a right to form defenfive treaties for their 
own prefervation ; and without all doubt, it was 
their intereft and their duty to fccure themfelyes 
from the cnterprizes of fuch a formidable neigh^ 
bour : but at the fame time the contracting parties 
feem to have carried their views much farther than 
defenfive meafures. Perhaps the court of Vienna 
confidcred the ceflion of Silefia as a circumftance 
altogether compulGve, and therefore not binding 
againft the rights of natural equity. She did not 
af all doubt that the king of Pruffia would be 
tempted by his ambition and great warlike power, 
to take fome ftep which might be juftly interpreted 
into an infraction of the treaty of Drefden ; and in 
that cafe fhe was determined to avail herfelf of the 
confederacy ihc had formed> that Ihe might re- 
trieve 
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"iricve th'C countries fhe had loft by the unfortunate AVi, 175^. 
events of the laft war, as well as, bridle the dange- 
rous power and difpofition of the Pruffisn mo- 
narch: *and in all probability, the king of Poland, 
over and above the fame confideration, Was defirous 
of fome indemnification for the laft irruption into 
Imeleftoral dominions, and the great fums he had 
paid for the fubfequent peace. Whether they 
wel« authorifed by the law of nature and nations to 
hiake reprifals by an aftual partition of the coun- 
trieli they might conquer, fuppofing him to be the 
aggreffor. We ftiaH not pretend to determine : but * 

it dofes not at all ap^pear that his Pruflian majcfty*s 
dangt^r was fuch as intitled him to take thofe vio- 
lent fteps which he now attempted to'juftify. By . 
this time the flanrie of war was kindled up to a 
blaze that foon filled the empire with ruin and de- 
folatidn ; and the king of Pruflia had drawn upon 
himfelf the refentment of the three greateft powers 
in Europe, who laid afide their former animofities, 
and every confideration of that balance, which it* 
had coll fuch blood and treafure to preferve, in or- 
der to confpire his deftru6lion: The king him- 
felf could not but forefee this confederacy, and 
know the power it might exert : but probably he 
confided fo much in the number, the valour and 
.difcipline of his troops^ in the fkill of his officers -, 
in'his own conduft and aftivity ; that he hoped to 
crufh the houfe of Auftria by one rapid endeavpur 
at the latter end of the feafon, or at leaft eftablilh 
hiplfelf in Bohemia, beforfe her allies could move 
to her affiftance. In this hooe, however, he was 
difappointed by the vigilance of the Auftrian coun- 
cils. He found the Emprefs-queen in a condition 
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An. 1756. to make head againft him in every avenue to heu 

dominions \ and in a fair way of being aflifted by 

• the cirgles of the empire. He faw himfelf threat-: 

?ned with thfc vengeance of the Ruffian ^mprefs, 

and the fword of France gleaming over his hepdj, 

without any profpcd of affiftance but that which he 

might derive from his alliance witji Great Britain, 

Thus the k-^ of E — d exchanged the alliance of 

R — r» which was his fubfidiary, and the fricpd- 

Ihip of the Emprefs queen, his old a^id natural 

ally, for a new connexion with his P — n majcfty, 

who could neither aft as an auxiliary to G — B— n, 

nor as a proteftor to H — r j and for this conriec- 

tjon, the advantage of which was nriercly i^ega- 

tive,' fuch a price was paid by E — ^d, as had never 

been given by any other potentate of Europe, even 

for fervices of the greatcft importance. 

Difputes About the latter end of November, the Saxoa 

between niinifter at Ratifbon delivered to the dyet a ntvt 

theparlia- and ample memorial, explaining the lamentable 

Pa^risand ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ eleftorate^ and imploring afrcfh the 
the clergy affiftance of the Empire. The king of Pruflia 
of France, had alfo ^ddrefled a letter to the dyet, demand^ 
ing fuccour of the fcveral ftates, agreeable to their 
guaranties of the tr^raties of Weftphalia, and Dref- 
dtn: but the minifter of Mentz, as dirtdor of 
the dyet, having refufed to lay it before that 
affembly, the minifter of Brandenburg ordered it 
to be printed and fent to his court for further in^ 
ftruftions. In the mean time his Prullian majefty 
thought proper to intimate to the king and fen^te 
of Poland, that (hould the Ruffian troops be per- 
mitted to march through that kingdom, they 
might expeft to lee their country made a fcene of 

, - war 
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35^ar and defolation, .in France the profpeft of ^ Aja.i7i<- 
general and fangCiinary war did not at all allay thp 
difturbance which -fprang from the Wiffenfion l?er 
xwccn tHe clergy and parliament, touching the bull 
Unigenitus. The kihg being again brought over 
to the ecciefiaftical fide of the difpute^ received a 
brief from the pope, layipg it down as 4 funda- 
jnental article, that whofoever refufes to fubnpit ta 
the bull Unigenitus is in the way to danjnation-? 
<and certain cafes are fpecified in which the ia- 
jcraments are to be denied. The parliament of 
Paris, confid^ring this brief or bull as a 4ire6l attack 
upon the rights^ of the Gallican church, iflued an 
arret or decree fuppreffing the faid bull ; referving 
fo themfelves the right of providing againft the in- , 
.conveniencies with which it might be attended ; as 
well as the privilege to maintain in their full force 
the prerogatives of the crown, the power and ju- 
rifdiftion of the biiliops, the liberties of the Gallican 
church, and the cuftoms of the realm. The king, 
diflatisfied with their interpofition, declared his de- 
fign to hold a bed of juftice in perfon at the pa-^ 
.|ace. Accordingly^ on the twelfth day of Novem- 
ber, the whole body of his guards, amounting to 
ten dioufand men, took poft in the city of Paris r 
^nd next day the king repaired with the ufual cere- 
mony to the palace where the bed of juftice was 
hcjd : among other regulations, an edift was 
.iflued for fuppreffing the fourth and fifth cham- 
bers of inquclls, the members of which had re- 
iparkab^ly diftinguifhed themfelves by their oppo- 
sition to fhe bull Unigenitus. 

In England, the dearth of corn, arifing m a Dearth^ 
great me^fure from the iniquitous praftice of en- £|[V"j 

groffing, 
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grofling, was fo fcverely feh by the common 
peopk, that infurrtitions were raifed in Shropftiire 
and WarwicRfhJre by the populace, in coniun6tioB 
with the colliers, who feized by violence all^he pro- 
vifion they could find j pillaging, without diftinc- 
tion, the millers, farme»s, grocers, and butchers, 
until they were difperfed by the gentlemen of the 
country at the head of their tenants and depend- 
ants. Difordei i of the fame nature were excited 
by thfe colliers in. the foreft of Dean, and thofe 
employed in the works of CumberHand. The cor- 
porations, noblemen, arid gentlemen,' iit different 
parts of the kingdom, exemd themfelves for the 
.relief of the poor, who were greatly diftrefled; and 
a grand council being alfembledxat St. James's on 
the fame fubjeft, a proclamation was publiflicd for 
putting the kWs in fpeedy and effeftual execution 
againft the foreftalle-rs ahd engroflers of^orn. 

The fear of an invafion having now fubfided, 
.and Hanover being fuppofed in greater danger than 
Great Britain, the auxiliaries of that eleftorate were 
tranfported from England to their own country. 
At the latter end of the feafon, when the weather 
became fevere, the innkeepers of England refufed 
to admit the Heir an foldiers into winter-quarters, 
as no provifion had been made for that purpofe by 
aft of parliamentv fo that they were obliged to hut 
their camp, and remain in the open fields till Janu- 
ary : but the rigour of this uncomfortable fituation 
was f)ftened by the hand of generous charity, 
which liberally fupplied them with all manner of 
refrelhment, and other conveniencies ; a humane 
interpofition, which refcued the national charadter 
from the- imputation pf cruelty and ingratitude. 

On 
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On the fecond dajr of December^ his majbfty An. 175^. 
opened the feffion of parliament, with a fpejech that King's 
feemed to be dilated by the gcnms cf .England ^^^^^ 
He expreffed his confidence, that, under the guid-* Uament. 
ance of divine Providence, the union, fortitude, 
and affe<5tion of his people, would enable him to • 
furmount all difficulties, and vindicate the dignity 
of his crown againft the anticnt enenay of Great 
Britain. He declared that the fuccour and prefer^- 
vation of America conftituted a main objeft erf hi% 
attention and foUicitude -, and obfcrved, that the 
growing dangers to wHch the Britifh colonics 
miglit ftand exp(^ from kte loflcs in that coun- 
try, demanded rdblutioBW of vigour and difpatch-. 
He iaid ^n adequate and htm defence at home 
ihould maintain the chkf jJace in his tHoughts; 
and in this great view he had nothing (o much at 
heart, ^s to remove all grounds of diflTatigfadfeion 
fron^ his people : for this end^ he recommended 
to the care and diligence of the parliament tlie 
framing of a nark>nal mUitia, planned and regu- 
lated with eq»al regard to the jufl: rights of hi^ 
crown and people ; an inftitution which might be- 
come one good refource in times of general dan- 
ger. He took notice that the unnatural' union of 
councils abroad, the calamities which, in confe- 
quence of this unhappy conjundion, might, by 
irruptions of foreign armies into the Empire,, fliake 
its conftitutionj overturn its fyftem, and threaten 
oppreflion to the proteftant intereft on the conti- 

ft 

nent, were events which muft fenfibly affedt the 
minds of the Britifh nation -, and -had fixed the 
eyes of Europe on this new and dangerous crifis. 
He ^ave them to underfland that the body of his 
z dec- 
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A»- '7 J^' titSttfcil troops, which were brought hither a* the 
defire of his parliament, he had now direfted to re- 
turn to his dominions in Germany, relying with 
pleafure on the fpirit and zeal of his peoj^ in de- 
fence of his perfon and realm. He told the com- 
mons that he confided in their wifdom, for prefer- 
ring more vigorous efforts, though more expenfive, 
to a lefs effedual, and therefore Icfs frugaJ plan of 
war; that he had placed before them the dangers 
and neccffities of the public -, and it was their duty 
to lay the burdens they fhould judge unavoidable, 
in fuch a manner as would leaft dH}:urb and exr 
hauft his people. He cxprcfled his concern for the 
fuSerings of the poor, arifing from the prefent 
dearth of corn, and for the difturbances to which 
it had given rife ; and exhorted his parliament to 
confider of proper provifions for preventing the 
like mifchicfs hereafter. He concluded with re- 
' markings that unprofpcrous events of war in the 

Mediterranean had drawn from his fubjefts fignal 
proofs how dearly they tendered the honour of hia 
crown ; therefore they could not, on his part, fail 
to meet with juft returns of unwearied care, and 
unceafmg endeavours for the g^y, prolperity, and 
happincfs of his people. 
-^ The king having retired from the houfe of peers, 

tioHs to ^he fp^ech was read by the lord Sandys, appointed 
ooe paw- to aft as fpeaker to that houfe j then earl Gpwer 
Sc^^ nwved for an addrefs, which, however,' was ciot 
drcfsin carried without objedUon. In one part of it his 
1^ ^7s!^ majefty was thanked for having caufed a body 
of eledoral troops to come into England at the re* 
queft of his parliament ; and this article was dif* 
agreeable to thofe who had difapproved of the 
2 request 
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requcft in the laft feffion. They faid they wilhed An.. 1756* 
to fee the prefent addrefs unanimoufly agreed to by 
the lords ; a fatisfaftion they could not have if fuch 
a paragraph fhould be inferted : for they ftill 
thought the bringing over Hanoverian troops a 
prepofterous meafure ; bccaiife it had not only 
loaded the nation with an enormous expence, but 
alfo furnilhed the court of France with a plaufible 
pretence for invading the eleifiorate, which other- 
wife it would have no fliadow of reafon to attack ; 
belides, the expedient was held in reprobation by 
the. fubjcfts in general, and fuch a paragraph 
might be confidered as an infult on the people. 
Notwithftanding thefe exceptions, which did not 
feem to be very important, the addrcfs including 
this paragraph, was approved by a great majority. 
• In the addrefs of the commons no fuch pa- A bill 
ragraph was inferted. As foon as the fpeaker had p«^^^^*^' 
recited his majefty's fpeech, Mr. C. Townflicnd Umited 
propofed the heads of an addrcfs, to which the time the 
houie unanimoufly agreed j and it wa? prcfented tbr^o?* 
accordingly. This neceffary form w^s no fooner com, &c. 
difcuflcd, than the houfe, with a warmth of huma- 
nity and benevolence fuitable to fuch an afiembly, 
refolved itfclf into a committee to deliberate on 
that part of his majefty*s fpeeqh which related to the 
dearth of corn, that fo much diftreflTed the poorer 
clafs of people. A bill was immediately framed, 
to prohibit for a time limited, the exportation 
of corn, malt, meal, flour, bread, bifcuit and 
ftarch ; and a refolution unanimoufly taken to ad* 
drefs the fovereign, that an embargo might be 
forthwith laid upon ail fhips laden or to be laden 
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with thcfe commodities to be exported from the 
ports of Great Brirain and I^reland. 

At the fame time tIcc admiral Bofcawen, from 
the board of admiralty, infornted the houie, that 
the king and the board having been diflatisfied 
with the conduct of admiral Byng, in a late a&ion 
with the French fleet in the Mediterranean, and 
for the appearance of his not having afted agree- 
ably to his inftruftiofts for the relief of Minorca, 
he was then in cuftody of the marlhal of the ad* 
miralty, in order to be tried by a court-martial : 
that akhongh this was no moxc than what was ufual 
in like cafes, yet as admiral Byng was then a mem- 
ber of the houfe, and as his confinement might 
detain him feme time from his duty there, the 
board of admiralty thought it a relpcdl due to the 
houfe to inform them of the commitment and de- 
tainer of tiie faid admiral. This meflage being 
delivered, the journal of the houfe in relation to 
rear-admiral * Knowlcs was read, and what Mr. 
Bofcawen now communicated was alfo infertcd. 

The 


* Rear'^admiralKnowlesbe- 
iag» in t4ie mouth of Deoem*- 

ber one thoufand feven hun* 
drcd s(nd forty-nine, tried at 
i>eptford, before a court- mar- 
tial, for his behaviour in and 
relating to an a6lion, which 
happened on the firft day of 
Oilober in the preceding year, 
"between aBrltifh fquadron un- 
der his command, and a fqua- 
dron 4>f Spain ; the court was 
nnanimcufly of . opinion, that 
the faid' Knowles, while he 
W^silanding for the enemy^ 


might, by a diiferent difpofi- 
tioB of his fquadron, have be- 
gan the attack with fix Asipi 
as early in the day, as four of 
them, were engaged ; and that 
therefore, by Eis negleding h 
to do^ he gave the enemy a 
ttianifefl advantage : that the 
faid JCnowles remained on 
board the fliip Cornwal . with 
his flag, after (he was difabled 
from continuing the aftion^ 
though he might, upon her 
being difebled, have Ihifted 
his £ag on> board another ikip ; 

and 
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The committees of fupply^ and of ways and ^^' ^7S7* 
means, being appointed, took intoconfideration the Supplies 
neceffities of theftate, and made very ample provi- S^*"^^^"* 
fion for enabling his majefty to maintain the war 
with vigour. They granted fifty-five thoufand 
men for the fea fervice, including eleven thoufand. 
four hundred and nineteen marines •, and for the 
land-fervice forty-nine thoufand feven hundred and 
forty- nine effedlive men, con^prehendingfour thou- 
fand and eight invalids. The fupply was granted 
for the maintenance of thcfc forces, as well as for 
the troops of Heffe and Hanover -, for the ord* 
nance; the levy of new regiments •, for affifting his. 
majefty in forming and maintaining an army of 
obfervation j for the juft^and neceflary defence and 
prefervation of his electoral dominions, and thofe. 
of his allies -, and towards enabling him to fulfil 
his engagements with the king of Pruffia-, for the 
Iceurity of the Empire againft the irruption of fo- 
reign * armies, as well as for the fupport of the 

com- 


and the court were unammouf- 
}y of bpinioiT, he ought to 
have done fo, in order to have 
conduced and direfted, dur- 
ing the whole af^ion, the mo- 
tion of the fquadron intrufted 
toliis care and conduifl. Upon 
coniideration of the whple 
condud of the faid Knowles, 
relating to that aftion, the 
court did unanimoufly agree, 
that he fell under part of the 
fourteenth article of the arti- 
cles of war, namely, the word 
Negligence, and no other; 
and ^Ifo under the twenty- 
third article. The court, 


therefore, unanimoufly ad« 
judged, that he Ihould be re- ^ 
primanded for not bringing 
up the fquadron in clofer .or- 
der than he did, and not be- 
ginning the attack with* as 
great force as he might have 
done; and alfo for not ftiift* 
ing his flag, upon the Coyrn- 
wal's being difabled. 

* Nothing could more glo- 
rioully evince the generofity of 
a Britifh parliament than this 
injterpofition for defending the 
liberties of Germany, in con- 
junAion v»'ith two eie£lors on- 
ly, a^aiafl the fenfe of the 

other 
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AtL 1757. common caufe ; for building t^nd repairs of fhips^ 
Wring trantports, payment' of half-pay officers, and 
the penfions of widows ; for enabling his majefty 
to dilcharge the like fum, raifcd in purfuance of an 
aft paffed in the laft fefljon of parliament, and 
charged upon the firft aids qt fupplies to be grant* 
td in this fcffion ; for enabling the governors and 
guardians of the hofpital for the maintenance and 
education of expofed and deferted young children, 
to receive all fuch cliildren, under a certain age, as 
Ihould be brought to the faid hofpital within the 
compafs of one * year 5 for maintaining and fup- 
porting the new fcttlcmcnt of Nova Scotia ; for 
repairfng and finifliing military roads ; for making 
good his majefty's engagements with the land* 


other feven, and in direct op- 
pofition tothe meafures taken 
by the head of the £ippire» 
who has, in the fequeli ftig- 
matized theie two princes as 
rebels^ and treated one of 
them as an ontlaw. 

* This chanty, eftablilhed 
by voluntary contribution^ 
afijght, under proper reftric- 
tions, prove beneficial to the 
commonwealth, by refcuing 
deferted children from miCciy 
and death, and qualifying thrm 
for being ferviceable members 
of the community : but fince 
the liberality of* parliament 
hatb enabled the governors 
and corporation to receive all 
the children that are prefent- 
cd, withcut qu'eftion or limi- 
tation, they early expence hath 
fwelled into a national grie- 
vance, and the humane pur^ 
pofes of ihe original inllitu- 


tion are in a great meafure de- 
fe^ted^ Inllead of an afylam 
for poor forlorn orphans and 
abandoned foundlings, it is 
become a. general .receptacle, 
for the offspring of the diflb- 
lute, who care not to work 
for the maintenance of their 
families: thus the charity is 
converted ihto an encourage- 
ment to idlenefs ; and the ge- 
neral expence increafe^ ib fail, 
that in a few years the burden 
will be intolerablCi The hof- 
pital itfelf is a plain edifice, 
well contrived for oeconomy 
and convenience, {landing on 
the north fide of the city, and 
a little detached from it, in an 
agreeable and ialubrious fitua- 
tion. The hall is adorned 
with fome good paintings, the 
chapel is elegant, and the rc- 
guku'oBs are admirable. 

grave 
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l^raVc of Hcffc Caffel; for the expences of march- Aft. 1757. 

ing, recruiting, and remoanting Gernian trbops in 

the pay of Great Britain v for innpowering his ma* 

j«fty to ckfray apy jextraordihary expences of the 

war» iawrurred or to be incurred for the fefvice of 

the cnfuing year ; and to take all fiwrh miafures as \ 

niightbe.ncceflarytodifappoint or defeat any enter- 

t>ri2es' or defigns of his. enemies, as the exigenq^of 

affairs fhould require ; for the payment of foch per- 

Ions, ikfirchamanfieras his majefty fhould direift, for 

the ufe '^nftTclief of ^his'fubjedts in the feverai pro-;' ' ^ 

vihces of North and South Carolina and Virginia^ 

in recompence for fu£h.fir?ices.as, with the approt 

batidn of his majefty'sconi'mander in chief in A'jftie^ 

rica, fhc/ refpeftively 'had performed/ or flhotild 

pcrfopm, ' either by putting thefe provinces in a 

fta&of defence, or by ading with vigour agarnft 

the enemy-, fdr enablingJ the-Eaflr. India company ^ 

€0* defray the expe'nte of^a mihr^nr force in thcii'' 

fettlei^ents, to be maintained in thciW, in lieu of a 

battalion '' of fiis majefty's - forces wititdrifwn from 

tHofe forts and faaoriesv for the maintenance an4 

fuppart of the forts 6A -the coaft of Africa ; far 

widening the avehue§,.e[hd rerfder!ngraK>h?'fafe and 

wmmodious theftreets and pafTages, leadingifrora 

Charing-crofs to the two houfes of pafrliament,- thii 

courts of juftice, attd th^ new bfidtja of Welti 

minfter'*. Such l^ere th<i articles undtfr which 

wif may fpecify the lupplies of this year, on thirf . - 


* The bridge at Weflttiin- tnirifter-hall to the oppofite 

fler may^ be coniidered as a na- fide of tht r}yer, and con Ms 

tional ornament. It was built, of thirteen arches, conftrufled 

at the public €?xpence, froni ' with equal elegance and finl- 

thr ifeighb<mrhood dF Wdh plicity. 

Numb; 9. . ^^ ^ whok 
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An. 1757. whole amounting to eight millions three hundred 
fifty thoufand three hundred and twenty five 
pounds nine fbilHngs and three pente. It mcift be 
acknowledged, for the honour of the adnriniftra- 
tiony that the houfe of commons couW not have 
exhibited ftronger marks of their attachment to 
the crown and perfon of their fovereign, as well as 
of their defire to fee the force of the nation exerted 
with becoming fpirit. 
Funds The funds provided by the comfmittee of ways 

provided, ^j means for defraying the^expence of the year, 
piay be comprehended under the following refolu-^ 
tbns. They impofcd a land-tax at four fhiUings 
in the pound : they continued the. duties on malt, 
mum; cyder, and perry : they projeftcd a lottery 
of one guinea tickets, for raifing a fum not exceed- 
ing one million fifty thoufand and five pounds five 
Ihillings; one moiety of the value of the tickets to 
be divided into prizes for the benefit of the pro- 
prietors, and the other half to be applied to the 
ufe of the public : they refolved, that the fum of 
two millions five hundred thoufand pounds fhould 
be raifcd by annuities for lives, .with the benefit of 
furvivorftiip, or for terms of years certain, charged 
upon Z' fund to be eftablilht^ in this feffion of par- 
liament for the payment thereof, and for which 
the finkifjg-fund fliould be a colkteral fecurity. 
The conditions on whidh they propofed to grant 
thefe annuities, being offered to the public in the 
month of .March, were fo ill reliflied by the Jews 
and jobbrrs, that a very fmall fum had been fub- 
fcribed within the time limited ; therefore the* af- 
fair was again taken into confideration by the com- 
mittee, and' their refokitidns -yVere altered to the 
.. ^ fd- 
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following purpofe : that {a much of the furti of two An* 1757, 
millions five hundred thoufand pounds, intended 
to be raifed by annuities for lives, with the benefit 
of furvivorfhip, or for terms of years certain, pur-^ 
fuant to the refolution of the houfe of the four- 
teenth of March, as had jnot been fubfcribed for 
within the time limited, amounting to thefum of two 
millions one hundred cighty.-fix thoufand and nine 
hundred pounds, fliould be raifed by annuities at tJie 
rate of three pounds per centum per annum, tranf- 
ferable at the bank of England, and redeemable 
by {^Piament, the faid annuities to be payed by 
half-yearly payments ; and that eath contributor 
Ihould, for every hundred pounds contributed, be 
intitiled alfo to an annuity for life, after the rate of 
one pound two fhillings and fix pence per centum^ 
to be payed in like manner-, the firft payment of 
both to be rhade on the fifth day of January one 
thoufand feveri hundred and fifty-eight, if fuch 
contributors refpeftively ihould on or before that 
time have appointed their nortiinees, or upon fuch 
of the faid half-yearly days of payment as fliould 
be next after the refpeftive appointment of their 
nominee^-, *the feid refpeAive annuities to be 
charged upon the fund refolved to be eftablifhed 
in this feffion of parliament, for payment of the 
annuities nientioned in the refolution of March the 
fi^Urteehth, for which the Gnking-fund fliould hb 
a collateral fecurity -, and that all fuch contributors 
ihould, on or before the fourth day of May, make 
a dcpofit with the cafliiers of the bank of Englan4 
of fifteen pounds for every hundred which they 
fliould choofe to contribute, and fhould make the 
future payments on or before the times h^r^in 

D'd I after 
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An. 1757. after limited; that is, t^n pounds per centum on 
or before the fourth day of June *, fifteen per cen- 
tum on or before the feventh of July •, fifteen per 
ceotum on or before the eighteenth of Auggft^ 
fifteea per centum on or before the twenty-fitft of 
September •, fifteen per centum on or before th^ 
tenth of November; and the renuining fifteen 
per centum on or before the twcnty-fecond day of 
December : that all perlbns who had already fub- 
fcribfd, purfuant to the refolution.of March the 
fourteenth, and who^ inftead of the wnuities there* 
tn nfientioned, (bould choofe to accept of the an-^ 
«uities prepofed by this refolution, aiod who, on 
or before the fourth day of May, ihould, in books 
to be opened at the Bank for tfeat pi^pofe> exprefs 
th^ir conftijc or not exprefs their 4iffent thereuncpv 
Ihould, upon their compliance with the terms her€- 
*iB 9ientioned, for every liundrcid pounds fo by thea^ 
already fubfcribed, be imitled tej th^ faid fevera^ 
annuities of three pounds, ^nd pne ppijnd two fbil- 
lings. and fix pence 5, in which cafe the fu«i fo by 
th^m already advanced, {hou;l(J.be <kerned part of 
•t-hei/ conjtribution for the purcfeaft[ c| th^ airunttitie^ 
*h^reby propofed -, and. th^t theftims ft> qoQtrilmtQd 
be ' payed by the csiflii^i^s of the B^k iBfto the re- 
ceipi; of the Exchequer, to be applied, from tii»e 
to, time, to fuch fervices as (h^U ihen l^ave bqeo 
:VOted by the houfe in this fefflQn crif parliament j. and 
:B<H o.thqrwife. 
Additio- ; The fund eftaWiflied for the payment of th^ 
dut£!"^' Annuities confifted of the furplu.s of the dutks on 
licences, for retailing fpirituous liq^uors j an addi- 
. tioaal ftampr du ty of one fhilUng upon, every inden - 
.tur^ Icafc,' bond,: or deed^ writtea upo» yrlluxxr, 

parch- 
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parcliment, ot paper, for which a ftarnpduty of Ad. <757- 
^x pehce was payable by a fortner aft of parlia- 
ment; an additional ftamp duty of five pounds 
ttpon every licence for retailing wine, to be granted ^ 
to thofe whb fliould n6t take out licences for re- 
tailing fpirits, beer, ale, or other excifeable liquors ; 
in additional ftamp-duty of four pounds for a 
wine licence to be granted to any perfon who 
ihould take out a licence for retailing beer, ale, 
aridbther excifeable liquors^ butihould not take out 
a licence for retailing fpirituous liquors •, of an ad- 
ditional ftan^-duty of forty fhillings for a licence ^ 
to retail wine, to be granted to any perfon who 
Ihould take out a licence for' retailing fpirituous 
liquors : thefe licences to b6 taken out annually, 
afid granted by the commiflioners appointed for 
managing the dlities arifing by ftamps upon vel- 
lum, parchment, and paper. They refolved to re- 
peal the ,aft for the better ordering the felling of 
wines by retail, and for preventing abufes in the 
mingling, corrupting, and vitiating of wines, and 
for fetting and limiting the prices of the fame, ex- 
cept fo much thereof as related to thefe abufes: 
that from the day of the repeal, which was the fifth 
of July in the prefent year, the comrniffion, where- 
by agents and commiflioners were rfppointeid to 
grant licences for retailing wine, fhould ceafe and 
.determine,: that, out of the feveral duties before 
mentioned, his majefty fhould be empowered to 
•grants during pleafure, to the faid feveral agents or 
commblfiohers, and their officers, fuch yearly al- 
iqwances as he Ihould think proper, fo as not to 
exceed the prefent annual amount of their falaries : 
that, after the determination of the former duties 
* - D d 3 upon 
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A»* *7S7- Upon wine-licences, his majefly ihovild receive from 
the new duties a fum equal to the produce of the 
former. 

The eftabliflied fund was moreover augmented 
by additional duties on news-papers, advertife- 
ments, almanacks or kalendars, and NewcafUe coals 
exported beyond ftas^ to any country, except Ire- 
land, the Ifle of Man, and the Britifh plantations. 

Towards the fupply for the enfuing year the 
houfe likewife rcfolved to apply one million two 
hundred thoufand pounds from the ^nking-fund ; 
the favings out of the grants made this fcffion, for 
the pay of the Hanoverian troops in the lervice of 
Great Britain ; the furplus of the duties on licences, 
and of the grants for the preceding year remaining 
in the Exchequer ; and one million to be raifed by 
loans, or Exchequer- bills, to be charged on the firft 
a^ds granted in the next feflion of parliament. 

Bills being formed on thefe refolutions, fooa 
palled into laws without oppofitiort. 

The fums granted by the committee of fupply 
did not exceed eight miliions three hundred fifty 
thoufand three hundred twenty -five pounds nine 
fliillings and three pence: the funds eftablilhed 
amounted to eight millions fix hundred eighty- 
nine thoufand fifty- one pounds nineteen fliUlings 
and feyen pence ; fo that there was an overplus of 
three hundred thirty- eight thoufand (even hundred 
and twenty-fix pounds ten (hillings arid four pence: 
an excefs which was thought necefiary, in cafe the 
lottery, which was founded on a new plan, (hould 
not fuccecd. 

Some of thefe impofitions were deemed grievous 
hardlhips by thofe upon whom they immediately 
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fell; and many friends of their country exclaimed An. lyj/. 
againft the pirojeded ar^ny of obfervation In Ger- Reflec- 
many, as the commencement of a ruinous contir tbnson 
ner^tal war, which it was neither the intereft of the ^^j ^^^ 
nj^tiofl to undertake, nor in their power to main- 
tain, without ftarving the operations byfea, and 
in America, founded pn Britifh principles; with- 
out contra<5ting fuch an additional load of debts and 
taxes, as could not fail to terminate in bankruptcy 
and,diftrefs. To thofe dependants of the miniftiy 
who obferved, that as Hanover wa? threatened by 
France for its conn(?xion with Gne^t Britain, it 
ought, ill common gratitude, to be proteftedj 
they replied, that every ftate, in afliftihg an ally, 
ought to h^ve a regard to its own prefervation : 
that if the king pf England enjoyed by inheritance, 
or fucceffion, a province in the heaK of France, it> 
would be equally abfurd gnd unjuft, in cife of a 
rapture with that kihgdpm, to'exHauft the trea- 
fures of Great Britain in the defence of fuch a pro- - y 
vincc; and yet the inhabitants of it would have 
the feme right to complain, that they fufFpred for 
their connexion with England. They obferved, 
that other dominions, eledborates,' ^nd principali- 
ties in Germany^ were fecurpd by the conftitution3 
of the Empire, as well as by fair and equ^l alliances , 
Vith their co-eft^tes •, whereas Hanover ftood foli- 
tary, like a hunted deer avoided by the herd, and 
had no other (heltcr bpt that of fhrinking under 
the extended fhield of Great Britain : that the re- 
lyftance exprefled by the German princes to un- 
dertake the defence of thefe dominions, flowed 
f^om. a firm perfuafion, founded on experience, that 
f^pgland would . in tehpofe 2^s ^principal, ^nd nof. 

P d 4 pnly 
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An. 1757. only draw her fword againft the enemies of th€i 
eleftorate, but concentrate her chief ftrength in 
' that objeft, and wafte her treafures in purchafing 
their concurrence : that, exclufive of an ample re- 
venue drained ftom the fweat of the people, great 
part of which had been expended in continental 
efforts, thc'vhole national debt, ^incurred fincethq 
acccflion of the late king, had been tontrafted 10 
purfuance of meafures totally foreign to the intcreft 
of thefe kingdoms: that, fince Hanover was the 
favourite obieft, England would fave money, and 
great quantities of Britilh blood, by allowing 
France to take poffeffion of the eleftorate, paying 
its ranfom at the peace, and indemnifying the in- 
habitants for the damage they might ftiftain ; an 
expedient that would be produ6tiye of another 
good confequcrfce : it would roufe the German 
princes from their affeded indifference, and oblige; 
them to exert themfelves with vigour, in order to 
avoid the detefted neighbourhood of ftich an enter- ' 
prifing invader. 
Mcflarcs The article of the fupply, relating to the army of 
from the obfcrvation, took rife from a meflage figned by his 
iheparlia- niajefty, and prefented by Mr. Pitt, now pronK)ted 
went. to the office of principal fecretary of ftatc ; a gen- 
tleman who had, upon fqndry occafions, combated 
the gigantic plan of continental connexions with all 
the llrength of reafon, and all the powers of elo^ 
quence. He now imparted to the houfe an inti- 
mation, importing. It was always with reluctance 
that his majcfty afked extraordinary fupplies of his 
people^ but as the united councils, and fbrmidable 
preparations of , France and her allies,, threatened 
Europe in general with the moft alarming coofe- 
4 . quencesj 
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qu^npes ^ and as thrfe unjuft i^d yindiftive de- An, 1757^ 

figns were particularly arid immediately bent ag^inft 

Ivs majefty's eleftoral dominions, and thofe of his 

good ally the king of Prqffia, his majefty confided 

in the experienced zeal and affeftion of his faith- 

iful commons, that they would cheerfully aflift him 

in forming and maintaining an army of obfetva- 

fion, for the juft and neceffary defence^and prefcir- 

vation of thofe territories, and enable him to fulfil 

his engagements with his Pruffiah majfefty for the 

fecurity of the Empire againft the irruption of 

foreign armies, and for th^ fupport of the common 

c'aufe. 

. Pofterity will hardly believe, that the Empdrof 

and all the princes in Germany were in a confpira- 

cy againft their country, except the king of Pruffia, 

the eleftor of Hanover, and the landgrave of Heflfe 

(Caflel ; and they will, no doubt, be furprifed, that 

Great Britain, after all the treaties fhe had made, 

and the numberlefs fubfidies fhe had granted, 

,flioiild not have an ally left, except one prince, fb 

embarrafled in his own affairs, that he could grant 

her no fuccour, whatever affiftance he might de- - 

mand. 

The king's meflage met with as favourable a 
reception as he could have dcfired. It was read in 
the houfe of commons, together with a copy of the 
treaty between hiis majefty and' the king of Pruffia, 
including the fecre^ and feparate article, and the 
declaration figned on each fide by the plenipoten- 
tiaries at Weftminfter : the requcft was granted, ' 
and the convention approved. With equal readi- 
nefs did they gratify his majefty's inclination, fig^ 
pified in another mefTage delivered, oh the feven- 

tccnth 
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An. 1757, tccnth day of May, by lord Bateman, intimating. 
That, in this critical conjunfture, emergencies 
might arife of the utmoft importance, and be at- 
tended with the moft pernicious confequences, if 
proper means (hould not be immediately applied to 
prevent or defeat them ; his majefty was therefore 
defirous, that the houfe would enable him to de- 
fray any extraordinary expenccs of the war, in- 
curred or to be incurred for the fervice of the cur- 
rent year *, and to take all fuch meafures as mjght 
be neccfTary to difappoint or defeat any enterprizes 
or defigns of his enemies, as the, exigency of affairs 
might require. The committee of fupply forth- 
with granted a very large fum for thefe purpofcs, 
inclvsding the charge of German mercenaries^ A 
like meffage being at the fame time communi- 
cated to the upper houfe, their lordfhips voted ^ 
very loyal addrefs upon the occafion ; aqd when 
the article of fupply, which it prodyced among 
the commons, fell under their infpeftion,. they una- 
nitnoufly agreed to it, by way of ^ claufe of appro- 
priation. 

We have already obferved, that the firft bill 
which the commons paffed in this feffion w^s for 
the dearth the relief of the poor, by prohibiting the cxporta- 
of corn, tion of corn : but this remedy not being judged 
adequate to the evil, another bill was framed, re- 
moving, for a limited time, the duty then payable 
uppn foreign corn and flour imported;, as alfo perr 
mitting, for a' certain term, all fuch foreign corn, 
grain, meal, bread, bifcuit, and flour, as had. been 
or Ihould be taken from the enemy, to be landed 
and expended in the kingdom duty free. In orr 
der ftill more to reduce the high price of corn, 

and 
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and to prevent any fupply of provifions from being An; 1757. 
fenc to our enemies in America, a third bill was 
brought in, prohibiting, for a time therein limited, 
the exportation of 'corn, grain, meal, malt, flour, 
bread, bifcuit, ftarch, beef, pork, bacon, or other 
viftual, from any of the Britifh plantations, unlefs 
to Great Britain or Ireland, or from one colony to 
another. To this aft, which will remain in force 
during the continuance of the war, jtwo claufes 
were added for allowing thofe neceflaries, men- 
tioned above, to be imported in foreign-built fliips, 
and from any ftate in amity with his majefty, either 
into Great Britain or Ireland •, and fpr exporting 
from Southampton or Exeter xo the Ifle of Man, 
for the ufe of the inhabitants, a quantity of wheat, 
barley, oats, ipeal, or flour, not exceeding two 
thoufand five hundred quarters. 

The commons would have ftill improved theic 
humanity, had they contrived and eftablifhed fome 
eiTe'ctual method to punifli thole unfeeling villains, 
who, by engroffing and hoarding up great quanti- 
ties of graiq^ had created this artificial fcarcity, 
and deprived their fellow- creatures of bread, wiph 
a view to their own private advantage. Upon a 
fubfequent report of the committee, the houfe re- 
Iblved, that, to prevent the high price of Wheat 
and bread, no fpirits Ihould be diftilled from wheat 
for a. limited time. While the bill, formed on this, 
refolution, was in embryo, a petition waS prefented 
vo the houfe by the brewers of London, Weftmin- 
fter, Southwafk, and parts adjacent, reprefenting, 
that, when the refolution pafied, the price of malt, 
which was before too high, immediately rofe to 
fgch a degree^ that the petitioners found them- 

felves 
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4*- «7S^ fclves utterly incapable of carrying on bufinefs, 
at the price malt then bore, occafioncd, as they 
conceived, from an apprchenfion of the neceffity 
the diftillers would be under to make ' ufe of the 
bcft pale malt, and fubftitute the beft barley in 
lieu of wheat : that, in fuch a cafe, the markets 
would not be able to flipply a fufficicnt quantity of 
barley for the demands of both profeflions, befide^* 
other ncceflary Ufes : they therefore prayed, that, 
an regard to the public revenue, to which the, trade 
of the petitioners fo largely contributed, proper 
meafures might be taken for preventing the public 
lofs, and relieving their particular diftrefs. The 
houfe would not lend a deaf ear to a remonftrance 
in which the revenue WaS concerned. The mem- 
bers appointed to prepare the bill, immediately re- 
ceived inftruftions to make provifion in it to re- 
ftrain, for a limited time, the diftilling of barley, 
malt, and all grain whatfoever. The bill was 
framed accordingly ; but did not pafs without ftre- 
^ nuous oppofition. To this prohibition it was ob- 
jefted, that there are always large quantities of 
wheat and barley in the kingdom fo much da- 
maged, as to be unfit for any ufe but the diftillery ; 
^ ^ confequently a reftriftion of this nature wbuW ruin 
many farmers, and others employed in the trade 
of malting. Particular interefts, however, muft 
often be facrificed to the welfare of the communi- 
ty ; and the prefent diftrefs prevailed over the pro- 
fpeft of this difadvantage. If they had allowed 
any fort of grain to be diftilled, it would have been 
impoffible to prevent the diftilling of every kind. 
The prohibition was limited to two months ; but 
at the expiration^ of that term, the fcarcity ftill con- 

tinuijig, 
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tinuing> it was protrafted by a new bill to the ele- An. 1757. 
yenth day of December, with a provifo, impower- 
ing his majefty to put an end to it at any time 
after the eleventh day of May, if fuch ailep (houid 
be judged for the advantage dr the kingdom. 
Thefe were but temporary expedients : but the 
committee, continuing to fit, adopted fome other 
refolutions, which may be produftive of more effi- 
cacious remedies. 

The next bill that engaged the attention of the Motroir 
commons, was a meafure of the utmoft national ^li^^^^ 
importance, t hough. fecretly difliked by many iq- bill, 
divichials of the legifl^ture, who neverthelefs did 
not veature to avow their difapprobation. The 
eftabliihmcnt of a militia * was a very popular and 

de- 
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* The mil^ia bill p^etpaiiea 
and brought in by thefe gea- 
demen enafled^Tha^ the Ueur 
teiidnts o£ counties, fhould ^pir 
point deputy lieutenants to 
th« Qumber of twenty orm^tt 
for each county, evQry doputy 
pofleifing ami eilate of four 
liondred a year, or being heir 
apparent of a po^e&Ntwonth 
double that fum.: thafitbt^lku** 
tensiBt fhall <:ommand the mi- 
litia of his own cQuutyt; and 
grai>t commifliond to Ueute*- 
iiant-coloneisy majors,, and 
other officers, whofe aames 
ihottld be certiiiied to the king: 
that the quaiiiicatioa of alieu- 
tenant<:ok>nel fhould be three 
hundred pounds a year in ac« 
tual pofTeffion, or double that 
"eflate in reverfion : that a cap- 
tain ihotild polTefs two hund- 
sred pounds per annum, or bo 
heir to four hundred y or fon to 


•a perfon who po^fles^ or did 
po/Tefs at his death, ' a foih 
tune ajnounting to fix hundred 
.pounds a year : that the eiK- 
joymentofone hundred pounds 
per ann^im fh€»uld be a iTufiicih 
eat qulification. for. a Jieute> 
liant, or his being the ion of a 
man who poiTeiTes, or did a£ 
)iis de^th poiTefs two hundred ; 
that of aa enfign not exceedr 
ing the wdf of that value : 
that majx)rs4 captains, lieute^- 
nants, and cniigps might be 
promoted on extraordinary 
occaitons : that the king might 
difplace any deputy-lieute«> 
nant or officer^ and the lieuh 
tenants appoixu others in their 
Head: that every deputy or 
officer fhould give in his quar 
lification to the clerk of tlie 
peace, and take the. oaths to 
the government within fix 
months alter he ihall begin to 
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'i"*- *7S7- defirable objeft, but attended with numberlefs dif- 
ficulties, and a competition of interefts which it 

was 


ad, under the penalty of two 
hundred pounds, to be payed 
by all above the degree of 
^captain y and of one hundred 
pounds by thofe of an inferior 
rank : that peers fhould be ex- 
empted from ferving by them- 
ielves or their fubftituties ; hut 
they and their heirs apparent 
might be appointed deputy- 
lieutenants, or commiiTion of- 
ficers ; and their qualifications 
in that cafe needed not be left 
with the clerk of the peace; 
Init, on taking the oaths, they 
might a£l without being other- 
wife qualified : that a com- 
miifion in the militia fhould 
not vacate a feat in parlia- 
ment : that at the end of four 
years a number of ofEcers 
fhould be difcharged. equal to 
the number of thbfe, who, 
being duly qualified, fhould 
Ibllicit for admiffion : that each 
regiment fhould be provided 
with an adjutant who had 
ferved in the regular forces^ 
and retain his rank in the 
army ; and every company 
Oiould be fupplied with two 
lerjeants or more from the 
landing army, who fhould be 
intitled to the hofpital at Chel- 
lea; and ferjeants appointed 
from that hofpital fhould be 
readmitted on producing cer- 
tificates of good behaviour : 
that every county in Enpfland, 
and Wales fhould be obliged 
to find a certain number of 
men, according to the propor- 
cioas herein fpecificd; and 


that to eighty private men 
there fhould be no more than 
one captain, one lieutenant, 
and one enfign : that the lieu- 
tenant of each county, with 
two deputy-lieutenants, or 
three or more deputy-lieute- 
nants, in the abfence of the 
lieutenant, fhould meet on the 
twelfth day of July in the pre- 
fent year, and on the firfl 
Tuefday in Jiinc of every fnb- 
fequent year ; and require the 
head conftabtes to deliver in a 
lifl of aU the men between the 
age of eighteen and fifty, in 
their feveral dillri6ls, except 
peers, officers of the militia, 
officers of the regular forces, 
or garrifons, members of ei- 
ther univerfity, clergymen,, 
teachers of feparate meetings, 
peace and parifh-officers, ar- 
ticled clerks, apprentices, and 
feamen, noting in the lifl the 
men labouring under any bo- 
dily infirmity :. that every de- 
puty-conftable, or other petty 
officer, fhould tranfmit to the 
head conflable the lik of his 
divifion, having firfl affixed it 
to the door of the church or 
chapel for one Sunday : that, 
on the day appointed for re- 
ceiving thefe lifts, the lieuten 
nants and deputy-lieutenants 
fhould fettle the number& to 
be taken from each hundred 
or divifion of the county: 
that they fhould then fubdivide 
themfelves, apd thre^ or more 
deputies, or two deputies with 
onejuflice of the peace, or one 

de- 
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was impoflible to reconcile. It had fornierly been A^. 1757, 
an inexhauftible fource of contention between the 
I crbwn 


deputy with twoju(liccs,lhould 
meet within a month m every 
fuch dividon, to hear the re- 
monflrances of thofe who think 
themfelves intitled to exemp- 
tion, and, uponanyjuft caofe, 
correft their lifts : that they 
ihould fettle the number to be 
raifed in each parifh, and chuie 
the individuals by lot: that, 
within three weeks afterwards, 
the perfon fo chofen (hould 
take the oaths^ and enter into 
the militia for three years, or 
bring a man to ferve as his 
fubftitute; or, laftly, forfeit 
ten pounds, and be liable, at 
the end of three years, to fervc 
ag^n : that the deputies and 
justices, according to the fore- 
mentioned proportion, fhould 
meet pccafionally in their fe- 
veral fubdiviiioi^s, and annual- 
ly on the Tuefday before Mi- 
chaelmas ; then, if any peribn 
thirty-iiv? years old, or any 
perfon whatfocver, ihould de- 
iire his difcharee, and ihew 
jufl caufe for it, they ihould 
^rant his requeft, and choofe 
another by lot in his room ; 
the vacation by death to be 
filled up in the fame manner : 
that a militia-man removing 
to another parifh^ (hould ferve 
the remainder of his time in 
his new fettlemen^: that new 
lifts of men qualified for fer- 
vice, ihould be made annual- 
ly : that a new body be chofen 
every third year, fo that all 
perfons duly qualified might 
ferve in their turns; and a lift 


of the: perfons ferving in each 
parlih ihould be tranimitted to 
the, lieutenant: that; any offi- 
cer neglefting to retuirn his 
lift, or making a faHe or par- 
tial lift, ftiould be committed 
for a month to the common 
gaol, or pay a fine not ex- 
ceeding five pounds, nor under 
forty ihillings : that every pri- 
vate man, lerving for himielf, 
ihould be exempted from ft!a- 
tute-work, from ferving peacd 
or pariih offices, or in' the re- 
gular forces; and he that had 
Krved three years, ihould not 
ferve again, until it fhould 
come to his turn by rotation : 
that married men, having per- 
fonally ferved in the militia, 
if called out in cafe of inva- 
lion cr rebellion, ihould be 
intitled to the fame privilege 
of fetting up trades in any 
place oif Great Britain and Ire- 
land, as by a£l of parliament 
is granted to mariners and 
ibldiers : that a quaker, re«> 
fufing to ferve, ihould hir^ 
another man in his ftead ; and 
if he negledls, a fum ihould 
be levied upon him by diftre£i 
fufficient for that purpofe : 
that^ witliin one month after 
the retiu-n of thb lifts, the lieu,* 
tenant and two deputies, or 
three deputies without the 
lieutenant, fhould form the 
militia of each county into re • 
giments, confifting of not more 
than twelve, nor lefs than 
feven companies, of forty 
men each, appointing the of- 
ficers 
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Ab. 1757. crown and the commoai 5 but now both appa- 
rently concurred in rendering k ferviceable to the 


com- 


ficers to each company : t^at 
on, the firft Monday in the 
months of M^rch, April, May^ 
Jttne, Joly, Aaguft, Septcm* 
bcr, and Oitober, they fhooM 
be exerdtfed in half compa- 
nies; on the- third Mondtiy 6f 
the faid months in companies ; 
and once every year on tht 
Tueftiay, WMnefday, Tfiurf- 
day, and Friday, of Whitfun- 
week, in wRoIe regiments : 
tfcat no man fhould be exer- 
tifed la haif company or con¥- 
pany, more than fix mih?^ 
front his own hoirie : that no*- 
tice of the time and place of 
meeting^ fliould be fent by the 
lieutenants or deputies' to tht 
high conflables, and by them 
tb- thr i>etty conftables, who 
ihoiHd fix it upDii the- doors oF 
their rcfpedtive cjiorches : tJiat 
the lieutenant of the county 
fliould appoint at pleafure tt 
pegimcntal clerk, a ferjcant^ 
major, 'a»d'' a drum-major: 
that, iHoald it be thought in*- 
convenient on* account of fairs 
or markfets, to exercife the 
militia on the day fixed by 
this a£l'; ordfer might be made 
by three deputies, or two de*- 
puties and- one juftii^ej or one 
deputy and three juftices, for 
excrciiing them on any othet* 
days, Sundays excepted : that 
in- counties where the militia 
does not amohn.!: to feven com^- 
panies', or one regiment, they 
fhould be formed into a batta- 
lion under the lieutenant and 
one field officer; one adjutant 
being afubaltern in the army, 


a-ferjearit-major, a drum-ma- 
jor, and a cl^rk fhould be ap- 
pointed lor tftem^ and they 
Ihould be exMtifed as a com- 
p!^at regiittent i but where a 
•^hoJe or half company cannot 
be afTembletf, they might be 
exercifed in fmnllcr parties, 
as the lieutenant or deputies 
fhould dkQ& : that one commif- 
fioned <^cer fhould attend the 
cxercife of the half Company, 
and infpedt tifeir arms and ac- 
coutrement :■ ^that the arms 
and cloaths of the militia 
Ihould be carcftiliy kept by 
the captain of eich company, 
in chefis pi^vided by the 
parifh where tiiey are de- 
pofiPed-; an^ t*Re mufJiets be 
marked with- an M and the 
na'meof thecdunty: that the 
king'fe lieutenants or cblonels 
fhould liave the power to fei^se 
or remove, wMtHfcr they fhould 
think proper, the arms, cloaths j 
and acCottt*r^men.ts, when ne- 
cefTaty to thfe public peace: 
that any peHbri intrufled with 
the Guflody of any arms or 
cloathsji deliveriag them out, 
unlefi for ejpercSfe, or by com- 
mand of h^s fuperior officer, 
or by otder df any jufUce of 
the peace, trader his hand and 
feal, might, by t«;o juflices, 
be committed' to, the county- 
gaol for fix rafonths: that rd 
•pay, arits,or clpathing, fhould 
be ifTued', nor an adjutant or 
feijeant be appointed, until four 
fifths of the men fhould have 
been cljofen, ard the officers 
have taken out their coimnif- 

^ £ons ; 
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tbmmohvealth } though fpme acquiefced in the An.- 173:^^ 
ibhieme, who were not at all hearty in its fayoun 

On 


>*lm 


lions : that the officer who fu* 
perintends the exercife fhould 
call over the lift, and certify 
to a j^ftice the names of thofe 
who .may be;abfent from ex*- 
crcile: that the. jufiice ihould 
examine the iexcufe , offered^ 
^d, fhould 7t^ be infuificienty 
punifh the . defaui^r for the 
firii oHence by a 3|ne;of two 
il^Uings, or fetting him in the 
flocks for one hour'; for the 
iecond, fine him double the 
(urn, or, fend him; for four.4ays 
to the houfe of^ corr^ diqn ; 
fxadt fix ihillings for every 
iubfequent offence^ or. com-r 
mit him to the houfe of cor- 
rerdion for any time not ex- 
uding 'one month : that eve- 
ry man, convided by oath be- 
fore a juilice of being drunk at 
the time of exercife, fhould 
forfeit ten fhillings, or fit an 
hour in the docks : that every 
inan, cpnvided in the fame 
manner of infolence or difobe- 
4iei)ce to his ofHcers, fhould, 
for hi3 firfl offence, pay ;wo 
ihillings and fix-pence; and, 
in default of payment, be fent 
to the houfe of corredion for 
four days ; for the fecond, be 
fined double th^tfum, or com- 
mitted for feven days ; and for 
every offence afterwards, be 
£ned in forty fhillings,, and 
committed to the hpnie of cor- 
redion for any time not ex- 
ceeding one month, and > not 
iefs than a fortnight : that any 
man who fhall fell, pawn, or 
lofe his arms or accoutre^ 
NuuB. X, 


ment9» fhould be £ned a fuqi 
not exceeding three pounds; 
or^ in default of payment, be^ 
committed to the hou(e of cor^ ^ 
region for one month i and if 
he cannot then raife thfi fum^ 
ibr three months : that he who 
ihall negled to return his arms 
in good order, after ♦excmfe* 
the fame or the next day».fha}l 
pay a fine of two ihillings and 
iix*pence» and be, fentt to thd 
houfe of corredion for feven 
days i if he' negleds to return 
them by Monday after Whit- 
fun weeky he fhall forfeit four 
fhillings, or be fent to, the 
houfe of corredioh for four- 
teen days ; and the perfon in« 
trufled by the captain with 
the care of the arms and 
cloaths, omitting to complain 
of fuch negled, fhall forfeit 
twenty fhillings i that any fol- 
dier or non-commiflioned of- 
ficer, abfenting himfelf from 
his annual exercife, fhould 
forfeit ten fhillings a day, or 
be committed for One month 
to the houfe of corredion : 
that any non-commiffioned of-* 
ficer, Gonvided upon oath of 
being negligent ih his diity^ 
difobedient or infblent to the 
adjutant^ or Other fuperior of- 
,^ ficer, fhoutd be fined by a juf* 
ticc in a Turn not ekceeding 
thirty fhillings ; or, in default 
of payment, be Committed foi* 
fourteen days to the houfe of; 
cprredion^ from whence he 
may, be difchargcd by the lieu- 
tenant s that any perfon, un« 
£ c; law« 
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An. 1757. On due foiirth day tyf Deotmbcr, a motion was 

nvKie for tfaue bitt, by coionel George Towptihetid, 

:■ eldeft 


UvvftiTty t)uyliig of* receiving 
my irit» oi^ dccootrefliieiifA b«>- 
lopgk\g to e)ie iniUeStf, ^c^ld 
iricuf the penalty of iivfc 
ffOQnds ; in defadit be impri- 
ibii«d for tht^e ]ii&tvt!^s, (k 
pubKckty^ whipped «t the dlt- 
•redott df the jifticc : tJiat no 
nan fltould ^e cetifur^^ fo^ 
ablefios oCcaii&Bibd by attend^ 
itig a)[^'ek€tion : that tKe mi« 
Utia.lhoDld be fabje^;, itt Jivi- 
KtaryiaffsirB, lo their owi^o^ 
ficer»; and, itv citil al&iii), 
to Dhe cfivil magiH^atfe^ tbait 
air pairi^ ofRccrs ftiotifd affift 
the IfeiiTetiant and jviMce^ \ 
that, in dfl& of Jidtual iitvaidon. 
er' aptJri imminent dang» 
thereof, or m cafe/ of #e^1- 
^n,' the king, firlt Jlo^yiiBg 
Aeoccafian td pdrii^eht; If 
then iitdn^, or, ift their re- 
cefs, ib the pilvy cotineil, and 
to tho peddle by p^oeiariiAtion^ 
Blight direil the lit'atenant, ot 
any direc deputy lieut^nafnts fbf 
«ach county, to draw 5tir theif 
regiment^) whkh diould march 
by hi« 'mBJefty*« order to any 
part of the fci rigdom , undet the 
command of foch generals as 
he fhouid appoint ; the militia 
reteiviiTg in? this timc^ of fer-' 
vice the fame pay given to the' 
regular regiment j df feot, and 
their officers holding the fame 
rank with the regular officers 
of the fame denomination :' 
that the militia, during the 
time'^ of fervice, fhould be li- 
able to the law martial then 
fubflfling; and that any man 
wounded, fhould bs m^ltd to 


The provTlTdn ofCBeHea holpi- 
;fal; bCit a riilHitia man, not 
•appearing, dr refVifihg to 
Inarch on 'fuch ski occafkm, 
(hould forfeit forty poundt, 
■or be committed to the cotinty 
^aol for twdve tnonths ; thai 
fA irafe of ti^ual invaiion, et 
upon imitiin^t danger there- 
of, 2^nd in csfe of rebe11ioii» 
if the parfiament be not fit- 
ting, nor its' adjoumnietit of 
prorogad6'n to expire in four- 
teen days, the king might 
fumm^n it to meet on any 
day, ujpoA giving fotirteeii 
days^ntwicc!; andcliey fhouU 
meet S^prdingly for the dif- 
plateh of bttfinds : tl^atthc mi- 
Hth and regular Jrobps Ihould 
be tried in courts mardal, eadt 
by their own officers : and that 
the militia, durihg their an- 
nual cxercife, Ihofld be b9- 
letted Hi regular troops : that 
III cafe of invafion or rebel- 
lion, the juflices, in cottft- 
^uence ^f an order from thi 
king, or any chief commi^iK 
Officer dfthe militk, ihou!^ 
iffvi6 warrants ' to the. chief 
eoftflables of hundreds, t{k 
provide carriages for the armsi^ 
doatks, accoutrements, pow- 
der, &€. which <jarriages fhooldt 
be payed for in ready money 
by the officer demanding them, 
after the following rates : one 
fhilling per niile for a wag- 
gon with five horfes, or m 
wain with fix oxen. Or with: 
four oxen and two horfes ; 
liinepence per mile for a cart 
with fbur Jiorfes; and fo in 

pro- 


! 
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eldeft ibn of the lotd vifcount Townfliend, i gert- An. 17574 
' tfeman of courage, fenfe^ and probity j endued 

with 


■if I 


proftidrtton : perfohs having 
fach carriages were required 
to furniih them fdr otie day's 
jourftey only ; and any chief 
4X)nftablej negfeftihg w duty 
in the premifes, was made li • 
'^blfe to d Unfe not exceeding 
fdrty ihllliiigs, not l^^fs than 
the^half of thatfuifi, to be le- 
vied by diitrefs : that the mi- 
litia Aohldntt be, oxi any oc- 
cafioh, cQnipelled to- inarch . 
oat of the. kingdom : that i^ 
srtl dtifes arnd t6whs, which 
are counties in theoifelvesy 
and have been accuftomed to. 
faife their own niilitia, the 
Iieuti»hant i^r fchief mAgiiltite 
(Houki appoint five Qcputy* 
lleuteViadts, to exercife the 
fame power Vefted'ln tlie other 
depcrties : Shat in .thefe finiller 
couQCies the q^ualificattion fbr 
deputies, colonels, lieutenant- 
.cdloneU akd ma}drs> fhail be 
for eadi a po^Heilion xn iatid to 
the value ci£ three hundred 
^urids a year, or a ^ei-fdhil 
.^ate amouftdng ttt f^e thdil- 
(and pounds : that ^very Cap- 
tain ffioiil3,p6fiers hatf that 
fortiMe $ hkii every lieatinant 
or eikCtffi have ii^ty .pounds 
yearly rent, of feveo hundred 
tttd fifty ptoUTids pf^Cdhal ef- 
tate: that on^ half W the real 
eftates, poiiefled'by the officer 
of county towns, mul^ be' in 
ftdttity m town, or withm 
the county at large; toi^ch 
that ctty Or town is united, 
for the purpoies of this a6t : 
ffaat the penalty^ for a6ting9 if 


ilot quaiiiied, fhould be one 
hundred pounds for a deputy- 
lieutenant or field ofiker, and 
haif that fum for all under: 
thiit ail fines and forfeitures 
ihould be payed to the I'egi^ 
mental cleric^ and formed into 
a common flock in each fub^ 
divifioQ. of which an account 
fhould be given to three de« 
putles, of two deputies and 
onejuftice, or one deputy and 
two.judicesy who fhould appljf 
it CO theeredlion of butts, and 
the provifion of gunpowder to 
bd ufed in fhooting at marks : 
the remainder to be difbibuted 
ih {tHsses to the beft markfmen^ 
or employed in any othtt 
way for the ufe of the militia s 
that perfoiis committed tO thef 
houfe of correction upon thi3 
a$, fnpuld be kept to hard 
labour : that proof of qualifi- 
cation, in all fuits^ fhould He! 
on the. defendant ; and no or« 
der made, byr virtue of this z^ 
by a Heutenantff deputy, oi^ 
jilHce; fhould he re'riiovcd by 
f ertiorarij por -execution be 
fuperfeded thereby: that where 
a p^hh extends into t<vo coun-* 
tieS| its militia (hodd ferveia 
that county where the church 
ftands : that thofe who ard 
trained and mtiflered in the 
doc)cs, (houkl not ferve in thd 
militia ; that all fornfer a(fts> 
relating to the militia^ fhoul4 
be repealed by thb aft, ex- 
cept in cafes whkh are liereih 
direded to be fabjedVto a for- 
xner ad : finally, that this Adi 
« a ihould 
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An. 1757. with penetration to difcern, and honefty to purfiic, 
the real intereft of his country-, in defiance of 
' power, in contempt of private advantages. Leave 
being given to bring in a bill for the better order- 
ing of the militia forces in the feveral counties of 
England, the talk of preparing it was allotted to 
Mr. Townfliend, and a confiderable number of 
the nioft able members in the houfe, compre- 
hending his own brother, Mr. Charles Townfhcnd, 
whofe genius Ihpne with diftinguifhed luftre : he 
was keen, difcerning, eloquent, and accurate ; pof- 
fefTed a remarkable vivacity of parts, with a fur- 
prifingfolidity of underftanding ; was a wit without 
arrogance, a patriot without prejudice, and a cour- 
tier without dependance. , 

Petitions While the militia- bill re*nained under confidera- 

^^^ '^li't ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ houfe, a petition for a conftitutional 
and well-regulated militia was prefented by the 
mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the king*s town 
and parifh of Maidftone in Kent, in common- 
council alTembled. At the fame time remonftrances 
were offered by the proteftant diflenting minifters, 
of the three denominations, in and about the cities 
. of London and Weftminfter j by the proteftant dif- 
fentera of Shrewlbury ; the diflenting minifters of 
Devonfliire ; the proteftant diflenters, being free- 
holders and biirgefles of the town, and county of 
the town of Nottingham, joined with other inha- 
bitants of the church of England ; exprefling their 
apprehenfion, that, in the bill then depending, it 
might be propofed to enaft, that the faid militia 


ihould remain in force for the fpe6Ung the privileges or con- 
term of five years. The other . veniencies of particular places. 
claufes contain provifions re- 

ftiould 
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fliould be exercifed on the Lord's day, commonly An. 1757, 
called Sunday ; and praying, that no claufe for fuch 
purpofe might pafsintoa law. Though nothing 
could be more ridiculoufly fanatic and impertinent 
than the declaration of fuch a fcruple, againft a 
praftice fo laudable and neceflary, in a country 
where that day of the week is generally fpent in 
merfy- making, riot, and debauchery, the houfe 
payed fo much regard to the fqueamifli confciences , 

of thofe puritanical petitioners, that Monday was 
pitched upon for the day of exercife to the militia, 
though on fuch working days they might be much 
more profitably employedj both for themfclves and 
their country; and that no religious pretence 
fhould be left for oppofing the progrefs and execu- 
tion of the bill, proper claufcs were infer ted for 
the relief of the quakers. Another petition and 
counter-petition were delivered by the magillrates, 
freeholders, and burgeffes of the town crf^ Notting- 
ham, in relation to their particular franchifes ; 
which were accordingly confidered in framing the 
Bill. 

After mature deliberation, and divers alterdltions, Altered 
it paffed the lower houfe, and was fent to the lords ^Y t^« 
for their concurrence: here it underwent feveral 
amendments, one of which was the redudion of 
the number of militia-men to one half of what the 
commons had propofed; namely, to thirty-two 
thoufand three hundred and forty men, for the 
whole kingdom of England and Wales. The 
amendments, being canvafTed in the lower houfe, 
met with fome oppofition, and fivers conferences 
with their lordfliips enfued : at length, however,^ 
the two houfcs agreed to every article, and the* 

E e 3 bill 
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A*^- 1757* bill foon received the royal fanftion. No proyi- 
fion, however, was, made for cloaths, arms, accou' 
trements, and pay: had regulations been made 
for thefe purpofes, the act would h^ve begop>e a 
money-bill, in which the lord? could have made 
no amendment : in order therefore to prevent any 
difFerence between the two houfes, on a difpute of 
privileges not yet determined, and that the hpufc of 
peers might make what amendments they fhould 
think expedient, the commons left the e^f pence of 
the militia to be regulated in a fubfequent bill, 
during the following feffibn^ when they ftiould 
with more certainty compute what fum would be 
neceflary for thefe purpof^$. After ajl,^ the bilt 
feems to be crude, imperfedbj^ ^nd ii^effcdual ; and 
the promoters of it were well aware of its, defeds : 
but they were apprchenfiye that it.wquld have bcca^' 
dropped altogether, had they infifted upon the 
fcheme's being executed in its full extent They 
were eager to feize this opportunity pf trying ai^ 
experiment, which might afterwards be improved^ 
to a greater national advantage ; -and therefore they) 
^cquiefced in many r^jftriftions and alterations, 
which orherwiffc would not have been adopted. . 
Bill for ^The next meafure that fell under the cgnfiidera- 
^uarter- ^ion of the houfe, was rendered neceflary by th^ in- 
fo^ign hofpitable perfevera.ncje of the publicans and inn^^. 
troops ; hoi iers, who conceived thpnifelves. not obliged by 
law to receive or give quarters in their houfes to. 
any foreign troops j and accordingly refufed admits 
tance to tht Heflian auxiliaries, who began to be 
dreadfully incommoded by the fe verity of the w,ea- 
then This objedtion implying an attadc upon the 
prerogative, the government; did not thipH fit, at; 

this 
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this junfturc, todifpute any other way than by pro- Ali. 1^57. 
curing a new law in favour of thofe foreigners. It^ 
.was intituled, a bill to make provifion for quarter- 
ing the foreign troops now in this kingdom, pre- 
pared by lord Barrington, the chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and the folicitor-gencral, and immediately 
pafied without oppofition. 

This ftep being taken, another bill was brought Another 
.in for the regulation of marine-fwces, while afhore* ^^^ ^* 
This was almoft a tranfcript of the mutiny a<9:, with [i^^^of 
this material difference : it impowered the admiralty marine 
to grant commiiTions for holding general courts- ^^^^* 
martial, and to do every thing, and in the feme (hore. . 
rrianner, as his majefty is impowered to do by the 
ufual mutiny-bill ; confequcntly every chufe was 
adopted without queftion. 

The fame favourable reception was given to a A third 
bill for the more fpeedy and efFcdtual recruitine ^^^ ^c 

more 

his majefty*s land-forces and marines ; a law which fpeedy 

threw into the hands of many worthlcfs magiftrates a^^ «ff«c- 

an additional power of oppreffing their fellow^ cruitinff 

Creatures : all juftices of the peace, commiflioners his majef. 

for the land-tax, magiftrates of corporations and J.x'^^^"'^- 

lOrccs and 

boroughs, were impowered to meet by diredion marines. 
of the fecretary at war, communicated in precepts 
iffued by the high Iheriffs, or their deputies, within 
their refpeftive divifions, and at their ufual place of 
meeting, to qualify themfelves for the execution of 
the aft : then they were required to appoint the 
times and places for their fucceeding meetings ; to 
Iffue precepts to the proper officers for thefe fuc- 
ceeding meetings ; to give notice of the time and 
place of every meeting to fuch military officer, as, 
by notice from the fecretary at war, ihouid be di- 

E c 4 redted 
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An- I7S7' rcfted to attend that fervice. At thefe meetings 
Xxit commiflioners were impowered to receive aU 
fuch men as Ihould voluntarily ofier to inlift in his^ 
mj^efty's fervice on or before the ftrft day of May ^ , 
and, upon their being approved by the military of-- 
ficer attending, to gratify each volunteer with a 
bounty of three pounds, to be payed by the re- 
ceiver general or^ colledor of the land-tax out of 
ifhe money in his hands -, fuch being the condition 
of his inlifting, that after having feryed three years, 
if th? war ihould then be ended, otherwife at the 
end of the war, he ihould be intitled to his dii^ 
charge. They were alfo impowered to imprefs into 
the fetvice all able-bodied, idle, and dilbrderly per- 
fons, who did not exercifc and induilriofuily proic-i 
cute fome lawful occupation, or had not fubilance 
fufficient for their own maintenance. For this put- 
pofe they were veiled with power to make fearch 
for and apprehend all fuch perfons as ihould ap- 
pear to be within the defcription of the a£t : even ^ 
church'Wardens, and other pariih and town-officers, 
partook of this power, without deriving any autho- 
rity from the commiflioners •, and it ordained, that all 
men fo apprehended, adjudged by the commiflioners, 
^t their ne^ft meeting, to be within the defcription of 
the aft, if approved by the military officer in atten- 
dance, ihould be delivered over to the faid officer^ 
who ihould pay twenty ihillings, or, if fuch im- 
prefled man had a wife or family, a fum not ex- 
ceeding forty ihillings, to be applied to the ufe of 
the pariflii unlefs there was an informer, who, in 
that cafe, would be intitled to ten ihillin-s of the 
money. The aft prefcribed, that none ihould be 
in^preflcd but able-bodied men, free from ruptures 

or 
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or bodily infirmity, not a reputed papift^ nor under A^- ^isi- 
the fizc of five feet four inches, or fhort of feVen- 
teen years of ^ge, or turned of five and forty, or 
poffeffcd of a vote in the ekdion.of a member to 
ferve in parliament for any p^ace in Great Britain* 
A perfon, thils impreffed, was, at the end of five 
years, or termination of the war, intitled to his dif- 
chargc : but no private foldier^ duly inlifted by this 
aft, might, during the tiinc he (houid remain in 
Great Britain, be difchargcd without the confent of 
the colonel, or field-officer commanding the regi- 
ment, in writing under his hand and feal ; or, if a 
marine, without the confent of the admiralty •, the 
officer, difcharging him in any other manner, be-r 
ing liable to be cafliiered. The bounty- mon^y ad- 
vanced by the commiffioners of the land-tax, was 
ordered to be repayed into the Exchequer by the 
refpeftive paymaftcrs of the forces ; and the time 
of the bill's continuing in force was limited to the 
end of the next feffion of parliament ; fuch a Ihort 
term* being prefcribed for volunteers to enter,, be- 
caufe it was neceffary to compfcte the regiments by 
the firft of May ; and the legiflature rightly judged 
that fuch a limitation would induce all thofe that 
might think themfelves in dangc;r of being im- 
preffed to enter voluntarily before that day, in or- 
der to intitle themfelves to the bounty granted by 
parliament. 

The annual bill for preventing mutiny and de- 
fertion met with no objeftions, and indeed con- 
tained ndthing effentially different from that which 
had paffed in the laft feffiojti. 

The next law enafted was for further pre- 
venting erfibezzlement of goods and apparel by 

thofe ' 
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A»-i7S7« thofe with whom they are intruded, ind putting 
Aa re- 'a fyyp to the pradlice of gaming in public houies* 
pawn-^^ By this bill a penalty was infliftccj on pawnbrokers, 
brokers in a fummary way, &r receiving goods, knowing 
•"^ . them not to be the property of the pledger, and 
icmies. pawned without the authority of the owner. It 
was ena&ed, that perfons pawning, exchanging, 
or difpofing of goods, without leave of the. owner, 
&ould fuffer in the penalcy of twenty fhillings ; 
and, on nQn.paymenr,.b|^ committed for fourteen 
days to hard labour ; afiterwardsi if the money 
could not then be payed, be whipped publicly in 
the houfe of correftion, or fuch other place as .die 
3^^^^ ^^ peace (hpv^hl appoint, on publication of 
the profccutor:. that every pawnbroker fhouH 
make entry of the peribn^s name and place of 
abode who pledges any goods. with him; and the 
pledger, if he required it, fhould have a duplicate 
of that entry : that a pawnbroker, receiving linnen 
or apparel intrufted to others to be walhcd or 
mended, fhould forfeit double the fum lent upon 
it, and reftore the goods : tha;t upon oath of any 
perfon whbfe goods are unlawfully pawned or ex- 
changed, the juitice fliould iifue a warrant tofearch 
the fufpeded perfon^s houfe ; and, upon refufd of 
admittance, the officer might bieak open die door : 
that good^ pawned for any Sam not exceeding ten 
pounds, might be recovered within two years, th? 
owner making oath of the pawning, and tenderirig 
the pdocipal, intereft, and charges : that^odsre^ 
. maimng unredeemed for two years, fliould be for* 
feited and fold, the ovexfplus to be accounted for to 
the owftfcr on demand* 

' With 


G EO R G E tt. 44$ 

With r^fpfft tp gm\^& the a£^ prd^jrvid, thtt M- IZ57? 
all publicans fufFering journeymen, labourerSj, (^r- 
vants, or apprcntiGe$ to gpune wi^ c^dii, 4rce, 
fhufflc-bwrds, miffifljppi> or bUUar4-|ayes, ikitUes, 

^ (line pin«, &c. Ihould forfeif to^ty^fhi^ings fpr ti^ 
firft ofFeocc, aAcJ for f Y^i*y iubfeqvient; offence %€9 
pounds (hauld be levied by diftrels. 

Hivcrs ii^f ouveniences haying r^fulted froni the Laws rc- 
^n^erpoGuon of jufticqs, who, m purfuance pf.an [^^^ag^^^ 
^ft'pf parliament palTed in the prcfent rdgn, af? ofwca- - 
furped ibe/igh^ of eftabH^ting rates fqr the pay- ^^** 
ment of wages to wqavcrs^ feveral petitions wcr<? 
offered tp the boufe of commons, repreientiog thi? 
cyil confec^uenccs of fuch an eftabliflxmcat ^ and aU 
thQU|[h thefe arguments vere anfweued and pppofed 
in Qouatcir-petitions;,. the commons, aftuat^d by 4 
laudable conctrn fqr the intereft of . the woolly 

. manufaftyre, after due deliberation^ rempved th? 
gdeYa»p<e by a new bill, repealing iq mwJj of the 
^/naer a<^ as impo.^yerpd jufticcs of the peace to 
pial^e rates fo; the pajfment of wage&. It likewife 
in[ipQ]Ct.ed> that ajt contrafts. or agreements* made 
b.etwe«n clothiers an4: weavers, in ref|peft towages^ 
flbaulds. from awi afier the firft of Nfey, in the yeac 
om tb/iufand fevejo. buadred and fiity-feve^, be 
valid, notwithftaiiding any rate eljtaWifhed, or to 
be eftablifhed : but that thefe cwtrads or agree- 
inents ftipuld extend only to the aftual prices of ^ 
rates of wprkm^nfbip qr wage^, and not the pay- 
ftient thereof in any other manner than in money ; 
and that if ajiy clothier Ihould refufe or neglect tQ 
pay the weaver the wages or price agreed pn, in. 
money, within two days after the work, flaould be 
perfprmed ^nd delivered, the fame being d^. 

mandecj. 


444 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. 

An* 1757. mandcd, (hould forfeit forty (hillings for every fuch 

ofience. 
to thcim- The commons were not more forward to pro- 
provc- vide fupplies for profecuting the war with vigour, 

ScBritifli ^^^^ ^^^y ^^ adopt new regulations for the ad- 
fifhery. Vantage of trade and manufadure. The fociety 
of the free Britifti fifliery prefented a petition, al- 
ledging, that they had employed the fum of 
one hundred thirty thoufand three hundred and 
'five pounds eight fhillings and fix pence, together 
with the intire produce of their fifli, and all the 
moneys arifing from the feveral branches allowed 
on the tonnage of their ftiipping, and on the ex- 
portation of their fi(h, in carrying on the faid fifhe- 
ry ; and that, from their being obliged, in the in- 
fancy of the undertaking, to incur a much larger 
cxpence than was at that time forefeen, they now 
found themfelves fo far reduced in their capital, as 
to be utterly incapable of further profecuting the 
fifheries with any hope of fuccefs, unlefs indulge^ 
with the further afliftance of parliament. They 
prayed therefore, that, towards enabling them to 
carry on the faid fifheries, they might have liberty 
to make ufe of fuch nets as they fhould find befl: 
adapted to the faid filhcries ; each bufs^ neverthe- 
lefs, carrying to kz. the fame quantity and depth of 
netting, which, by the fifheryafts, they were then 
bound to carry : that the bounty of thirty fhillings 
. ptf ton, allowed by the faid afts on the veflTels em- 
ployed in the fifhery, might be increafed; and for 
as much as many of the ftock-proprietors were un- 
able to advance any further fum for profecuting 
this branch of commerce, and others unwilling, in 
tile prefent fituation, and under the prefent re-» 

, ftraints,' 
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ftramti^i to^rifque-anyfufthcr fum in die uadef- .An,.t757« 
taking, thaj, tbeftock bfr;thc fociety,- by the fald 
ads made vnajienable, except in cafe of death oir 
bankryptcy, for a term of years, might forthwith 
be made transferable;, and 'that the,: pc)titioaieis 
might be at liberty, feitween the btfirvalsbftte 
fifliing.fcai^s, to employ the buffes in fuchra mari- 
ner as they ftiould .find for the advantage 3o£ the 
fpciety. While the rcomcoittee was. employed in 
deliberating on the particulars of diis remonftrance, 
•another^ was delivered, firom the free Bcitifli fiflxery- 
-chambeiv of ' Whitehaven . in ' Cumbcrliod^ rcprc- 
-fenting^ that, as the'law then flood, thicy .wcnt.to 
. .Shetland, a^id returhed jat^ a great expehce and fofs 
. of time i and, while the wir continuedy/durft not 
ft^y there to filh, bcfides bring obliged to run ^the 
moft immi^ient rilques by going arsd . ueturnintg 
without convoy : that, ever 0nce the inftitUtidh of 
the prefent fithery^ experience had fully, fhewn the 
filhery of Shietjand not woffth ^iollowing^ as thereby 
tKe petitioners hadlofrtwo pnonths'of amaidiibet- 
tep fiftiery in St. Gcorge^s channeljjwithinonef day's 
fail of Whitehaven : they tX)ok notice,^ that the fr*e 
Britilh fiflieryibciety had applied to the houYefffer 
further ^iftance and refief -/and prayed,iiEhatCamp. 
bel-town in Argyfefhire-might be ^pointed the 
place, of rendezvous for theybuflcs belonging to 
Whitehaven for the fummer, as well as the winter 
^ filhery, that theyr might - be enableji to fifli "with 
greater ad vaji cage. . The committee, haVitog'con- 
fidered the matter of bbtii petitions, were of opi- 
nion, that the petitioners Ihould- be at liberty to 
ufe fuchnets as they fliould' find bed adapted to 
the white herririgfiflicry : that the bounty of thirty 
3 . &il- 
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thsit t^ petitioners fliould be i^llowedv durf^ig tte 

intervals bf lite filhing feafons, to eftiploy thetf 

iVdWB'k aby other lawfol bmfin^ft, pr^v'ided they 

ibfltt hct^e bt(iti emplcryed in herritig-fiflilng) d^^ 

•ifliqJlhe'p^lJ|)erfekf(^ls^ tlrtt^^^ ftiight \ife foch 

-barrekfor pftckftig chb fiih ais tlity ttea lii^dv dv 

DtB^ ttereaftcr find bettl adapted fbr that pis^ 

pofes thairthcf Ihouid have libcl-ty to mstk^^fe 

,af. a«y wafte or tencttltiyated lafld^ one hundred 

yardi ati'thb leafl:^. afckiyc high *wdter mark, for t*c 

• f)Mrpoia.jb£'di^ing their rnets:^ and that Qfti^ptefcl- 

town vftnAA be the ateft :|>Mlper add toiJVe^feAt 

^Jplafejfor^the rendc^voiiJ ^rf'^rtitt-buffeg beteiigihg to 

. Whltehavfea. This kft f effohkioft,- hb^ever ^ wAs 

' liorinfertdd in ihe brtf ndkitih cortUiftfed the ordier 

fiwi tfld 5«i:ia tittle ti^i i^^ltdd the roySl affenti 

Aft for StKhill*^ thfe GonfifeXJ<ittS5^a!epeWd*'fiCieSj and rfe- 

ln|Am«.'*'*^^^^ futtiiftiftg' bW^tf! the' fnfeGhatikrf irtfe, 

Ticaniron/ dgrkblear^i and Aai1tirfa6tUi%^ tyf ^Ciftat' BSritaiii, 

dutyfree. tWittorajiifeesJitadyg d^iibdrtidbrt, iaftd-^h^itiiry in 

. '^ht)K^iS\a:t^vtsrt6M»^^ the Whdie 

'-fe^pdandi ctiwfijjqiieliiodsf'edr msCttf ^pifoje^t^ Hf^rtA 

ibrthcberieftoof t*rcDrb«doiiM?e^h': llicffotiety 

-rf €tfcnQfaa{it adreAcurerte fo the dty fef Bf^ilM, ai- 

fcdjl^^fciios^ pdtiribn toitlie ftctjft <^ eefttthidhs^ 

th^t giwat <}uantki*s of:ba4-'iroti wet^ tahpd!rtdd into 

<Srfcit: Britaift fram Swcdchi R«i8^i ^i*d other 

JfVt^i flchiefty purchaftd :: v^thi ready Mbhey, feme 

^: wkid^ iron was txpcwrtdd ag^ft w Aftica ^d 

<>^^ fjijiic^s ; ^and tlw Ajflrwh>vight ^% the nA- 

nufa^ca-ers. ' -They: affirmed that bar iron^ ift- 

ported from NonhrAoii^ricaf, woukJ: aftft^r^r tfte 

fame. pu^pofc^ 5 ftnd the : miporf atioa of it c^rfd ^x 
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«mly to the great ^wuitage gS the kingdom, by Af^»7l^ 
increafing its fhipping and navigation; boc adfo to 
the beneffit of the Britiflr coiomics ^ chat, by an 
ai<a paiTeiJ in the ti^euif -third year of tfe prcfenc 
loajcfty -i migh/ thi ittipoftftdon <^ bar irofi from 
Amefrioa' ifttb the p^ntk Londofii duty fi-ee^ wa« 
permitted :5 but its being cafTried cdiriiwpys, of 
fiirther by hrtd than teft miles^ had been prohi- 
bited; lb thatftv^ralVery cohOdetabie maftufec- 
turing to^iVtisf Wtrts d«priir<^ of the ufe of AiftericaA 
iron^ tliid th# out-pofls ^ev^entfed ftorA Employ* 
ia>g kl in their €*port '&><*[ fierce : they rtiqudttfd, ^ * 
thertfore, that bar koh *iight be itflpWWd.ffori*^ 
North Attie^ica Si«o -Gfeit Bfritaifr, duty frecj \5^' 
all hi^ majefty'a fubje^s. This ^i^^iWft being re^ 
iirfbrted by many OthiS^' petiticJhS from different 
parts of tihe MngdOmv * otlfep shifts ^;^ett, who 
theisght their ifeveral inteiiefts woilld be kflfeftcd bjr 
flie&. i meafore^ / tdofc the aJarrti ; and,' in divei^^ 
cotmt?er pietitionsi fpecified ihany ill confequence* 
wMcIt they aJledgid y^iBd arMe front Ki beittg' 
ena^ei} into a law. Fimphleta v^t publifiiedoh 
botfp' fidats of the q\ii^fti6n,^afid i^idlent dilputer 
were kiwdled trpOTb this fbbjfeft, whfeh if^as juffly 
deemed a maitter tf ' national iWportartce. T^ 
oppofers of the biR erbferved; that large qtiantitica^ 
of irort were ycafly prodliccd at home, ahd eiti^ 
ployed multitudes of poor people, there being' no^ 
lefs than one hundred gnd rrinc forges in England 
^d Warles, btifideS thofe erefted' in Scbtjand, the ^ 
whole producing eighteen thoufend tons of iron : 
that as the mines in Great Britain arc inexhauftible, 
the produce would of late years have been confider - 
ably incrcafed, had not the people been kept 

under 
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Ad. i757i under cbndnUal apprehcnfidn of feeing American 
' iron admitted duty free : a fuppofition which had 
preve0ted the traders from extending their works, 
and dtfcouraged many from engaging in this 
branch of tiiaffiic : they alledged that the iron 
works already carried on in Eng^d, oeCafioned a 
confumptbn of one hundred and nintty^-eight 
thoufand cords of wood, produced in coppices that 
grov upon barren land;, which Could ni6t other- 
ipife; be turned to any ^ood account : that as the 
coppices aSbrd ihade, and preferve a moifti^re in 
the ground, thtc pafture is more valuable with the 
wood, than it would be if the coppices were grub- 
bed up i confcquently all the eftates where thefe 
now gro^wouldfink in their yearly value: that 
thefe coppio^s'nQW cultivated-a^id preferved for die 
ufe of the. irc^ ^work^, are^likewife abfolutely nc^- 
Ge0ary for .th^ rpanufadhire of leather, -as they fur- 
luih b^k;for the tanners ; and that, according tor 
the man^ernent of thefe coppices^ they produced 
a great ftqn^ber of timber trecj^ fo necefl^iry for the 
piirpofes of building. They aflerted, that neither 
tjbe American iron> nor any that had yet been 
foijnd in Gre^t Britain, wasfb proper for convert- 
iJQg into, fteel, , as- that which cdtnes from Sweden, 
particularly that ibrt called, ore ground ; but as 
there are mines in the northern parts of Britain, 
linearly in the fame latitude with thofe of Sweden, 
furniftied with fufEcieat quantities of ,wood, and 
rivers for mills aiid engines, it was hardly to be 
doubted but that people would fiiKi metal of the 
'fame quality, and, in a few years, be able to pre- 
vient the neceffity of importing iron either from 
Sv^eden or Ruflia. They inferred, that American 

iron 
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iiron cot^ld never interfere with that which^^Great An.^ 1757, 
Britain imported from Sweden, becaufe it was not 
fit for edge-tools^ authors, chain-platesj and other 
jparticulan neceffary in flaip-building ; nor dimi- 
Qtfli the importation of Ruffia iron, which was not 
only harder than the American and Britilh, but 
alf^ cbuM ^be afforded cheaper than that brought 
from our own plantations, even though the duty 
of this laft fhould be removed. The importation 
of American iron, therefore, duty free, could in- 
terfere with nd other fort but that produced in 
Britain, with which, by means of this advantage, 
it would dafli fo much, as to put a ftojp in a little 
time to all the iron works now carried on in the 
kingdcox), and reduce to beggary a great number 
of families whom they fupport. To thefe objec- 
tions the favourers of the bill foUicited, replied, 
that when a manufafture is 'anuch more valuable 
than the rough materials, and thefe cannot be pro- 
duced at home in fufiicient quantities, and at fuch 
a price as is confiftent with the prefervation of the 
manufafture, it is the intercft of the legiflature to 
admit a frtp importation of thef(^ materials, even 
from foreign countries, although it Ihould put am 
end to the prodvu^ion of that material in this 
ifland : that as the neighbours of Great Britain arc 
now more attentive than ever to their commercial 
interefts, and endeavouring to manufafture their 
rough materials at home, this nation muft take 
every method for lowering the price of materials, 
otherwife in a few years it will lofe the manufac- 
ture; and, infteadoffupplying other countries, be 
• furniftied by them with all the fine toys and utenfils 
made of fteel and iron : that being in danger of 
' Numb. 10. F f lofing "- 
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Aft. 1757. lofing not only the manufa&ure but the produce 
of iron, unlefs it can be procured at a cheaper rate 
than that for which it is fold at prefent ; the only 
way of attaining this end, is by diminiihing the 
duty payable upon the importation of foreign iron, 
or by rendering it neceffary for the undenakers of 
the iron mines in Great Britain, to fell their pro- 
duce cheaper than it has been for fome years af- 
forded : that the moft effeftual method for this pur- 
pofe is to raife up a rival, by permitting a free im- 
portation of all forts of iron from the American 
I plantations : that American iron can never be fold 
ib cheap as that of Britain can be afforded ; for, in 
the colonies, labour of all kinds is much dearer 
than in England : if a man employs his own 
flave^, he muft reckon in his charge a great deal 
more than the common intereft of their purchafe 
money, becaufe when one of them dies or efcapes 
from his matter, he lofes both intereft and princi- 
pal : that the common intereft of money in the 
plantations is confiderably higher than in England, 
confequently no man in that countiy will employ 
his money in any branch of trade by which he can- 
not gain confiderably more per centum than is ex- 
peded in Great Britain, where th« intereft is low, 
and profit moderate ; a circumftance which will 
always give a great advantage to the Britiflx miner, 
who likcwife enjoys an exemption from freight and 
infu ranee, which lie heavy upon the American ad- 
venture^, efpeciaHy in time of War- With reipeft 
to the apprehenfion of the leather tanners, they 
obferved, that as the coppices generally grew on 
barren lands, not fit for tillage, and improved the 
palliirage, no proprietor would be at the expence 

of 
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of grubbing up the wood to fpoil the pafture^ An. 1757. 
as he could make no other ufe of the land an which 
it was produced. The wood muft be always worth ' 
fomething, efpecially in counties where there is Aoc 
plenty of coal, and the timber trees would produce 
cojifiderable advantage : therefore, if there waiS 
not one iron mine in Great Britain, no coppices 
Would be grubbed up, unlefs it grew on a rich 
fcfil which would produce corn inftead of cord- 
wood V confequently the tanners have nothing to 
fear, efpecially as planting hath become a prevail- 
ing tafte' among the landholders of the ifland. 
The committee, appointed to prepare the bill, fe- 
riouQy weighed and canvafled thefe arguments, 
examined difputed fafts, and iafpefted paperis and 
accounts relating to the produce, importation, 
and manufaflory of iron, At length Mr. John 
Pitt reported to the houfe their opinion, implying 
that the Bberty granted by an aft pafled in the 
twenty-third year of his majefly*s reign, of import- 
ing bar-iron from the Britifli colonies in America 
into the port bf London, ftiould be extended to all 
the other ports bf Great Britain ; and that fo much 
of that aft as' related to this claufe, Ihould be re-* 
pealed. The houfe having agreed to thefe fefolu- s 
tions, and the biU being brought in accordingly, 
another petition was prefented by feveral noblemen, 
gentlemen, freeholders, dhd other proprietors, / 
owners, and pofleffors of coppices and woodlands 
in the w*ft-riding of Yorklhire, alledging that a 
permiffion to import American bar-iron, duty free, 
would be attended with numberlefs ill confequences 
both of a public and private nature ; fpecifying 
certain hardfhips to which they in particular would 

' F f 2 be 
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An. 1757. bccjeppfcd; ind praying, that if the biU Oiou&i 
pafs, they might be relieved from the prcffure of 
an ait paflfed in the reign of Henry VIII. obliging 
the owners of coppice woods to prcfervc them^ 
^ under feyere penalties ; and be permitted to fell 
and grub up their coppice- woods, in order to a 
more proper cultivation of the foil, without being 
reftrained by the fear of malicious and ixiterefted 
profecutions. In confequence of this remon- 
ilrance, a claufe was added to the bill, repealing 
fo much of the aft of Henry the Eighth as pro- 
hibited the ccnverfion of coppice or underwooda 
intorpafture or tillage; then it pa(&d through 
both houies, and receiyed the roy^ fandioA. As 
tliere was not tim?> a^fter this affair came upon the 
carpet, to obtain any new account from America, 
and as it was thought neceifary to icnow,th« quan- 
tities of iron made in that country, the houfe pre- 
fented an addrefs to his majelly, defirlog he would 
be pleafed to give dire<aiori.s that there. ftiould be 
laid before them; in the next fclEon of parliament, 
an account of the quantity of iron inade 4fi the 
American colonics, from Chriitmas in the year one 
thoufend feven hundred and forty*nine^ to the Bfth 
day of January, in the yeat one thoufand feven 
hundred and fifty-fix, each year being diftln- 
guifhed. 

From this important objeft, the parliament con- 

. verted its attention to a regulation of a much more 
private nature. In confequence of a petition by 
the lord mayor, aldermen; and commons of the 
city of London, a bill was brought in, andpafled 
into a law without oppofition, for the more effec- 
tual prefervation and improvement of the fry md , 

' - ■ - fpawa 






G E O R G E IL 453 

^awn of fifh in the river Thames^ and waters of An. 1757. 
Medway ; and for the better regulating the fifliery 
in thcfe rivers. The two next meafures taken for 
die benefit of the public were, firft, a bill to ren- 
der more effcAual the feveral laws therein being, 
for the amendfnent and prefervation of the high- 
ways and turnpike roads of the kingdom ; the other 
for the more effeftually preventing the fprcading 
of the contagious diftemper which at that time 
raged among the horned cattle. A third aruie 
from the diftrefs of poor filk manufafturers, who Regiik- ^ 
were deftitute of employment, and deprived of all J^^^* ^ 
means of fubfifting through the interruption of the the im- 
Levant trade, occafioned by the war, and the de- portaripa 
iay of the merchant (hips from Italy. In order to ^ ^ ' 
remedy this inconvenience, a bill was prepared, 
tnading that any perfons might import from any 
place, in any (hip or veffel whatfoever, till the firft 
day of December, one thoufand feven hundred and 
fifty-feven, organzine thrown filk of the growth or 
produ<9:ion of Italy, to be brought to the cuftom- 
houfe of London, wherefoever landed: but that 
no Italian thrown filk, coarfer than Bolqgna, nor 
-any tram of the growth of Italy ; nor any other 
thrown filk of the growth or produftion of Tur- 
key, Perfia, Eaft-India, or China, (hould be im- 
ported by this aft, under the penalty of the for- 
feiture thereof. Notwithftanding feveral petitions 
prefented by the merchants, owners and comman- 
ders of (hips, and others trading to Leghorn, and 
other ports of Italy ; as well as by the importers and 
fnanufafturefs of raw filks, reprefenting evil confc- 
quences that would' probably attend the pafling of 
fpch fi billj the parliament agreed to this tempo- 

F f 3 rary 
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An, 1757, rary deviation from the famous aft of navigation, 
for a prcfent fupply to the poor manufacturers j 
and perhaps it would be for the intereit of the 
community, at the beginning of every war, to 
fufpend this adfc with refpedt to foreign (hips and 
foreign feamcn, fo far as it relates to the impor- 
tation of thofe rough materials that are necefiary 
for the Britilh manufaftures. 
Bncou- The next civil regulation eftabli£hed in this 

^(mu^- feffion of parliament, was in itfelf judicious, and, 
glersto had it been more early fuggefted, might have 
enliftm jj^g^^ much more beneficial to the. public. In or- 
ty's fcr-^ " dtr to difcourage the pra&ice of fmuggling, and 
vice. prevent the dcfperadocs therein concerned from 
cnlifting in the fervice of the enemy, a law was 
paffed, enafting, that every perfon who had been, 
before the firft of May in the prefent year, guilty 
of illegal running, concealing, receiving* or carry- 
ing any wool, or prohibited goods, or any foreign 
commodities liabi^ to duties, the fame not having 
been payed or fecuVed •, or of aiding therein, or had 
been found withi^re-arms or weapons, in order to 
be aiding to fuch offenders ; or had been guilty rf 
receiving fuch goods after feizure ; or of any a<3: 
whatfoever, whereby perfons might be deemed 
runners of foreign goods ; or of hindering, wound- 
ing, or beating any olBcer in the execution of his 
duty, or aflifting therein, fhould be indemnified 
from. all fuch offences, concerning which, no fuit 
fhould tfien have been commenced, or compofition 
made, on condition that he fhould, before being 
apprehended, or profecuted, and before the firft 
day of December, enter himfelf with fome commif- 
iipned officer of hfs majefty's fleet, to krvc as a 
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common failor ; andlhould, for three years from An.i757* 
filch entry, unlefs fooner duly difchargcd, actually 
ferye and do duty in that ftation, and regiftcr his 
nanic, &c. with, the clerk of the peace of the 
county where he refided, as the aft prefcribes. 

An attempt was. made in favour of the fcamen ^^"^! 
employed in the navy, who had been very irregu- ment that 
larly payed, and fubjeft to grievous hardfliips in i^ifcar- 
confequence of this irregularity, Mr. Greenville, 
brother to earl Temple, moved for leave to bring 
in a bill for the encouragement of feamen em- 
ployed in his majefty*s navy, and for eftabliftiing 
a regular method for the punftual, fpcedy, and 
certain payment of their wages, as well as for ref- 
cuing them fVom the arts of f^^ud and impbfition. 
The propofal was corroborated by divers petitions: 
the bill was prepared, read, printed, and, after it 
had undergone fome amendment, pafled into thtf 
houfe of lords, where it was encounterc<J with fe- 
veral objedions, and dropped for this feffion of 
parliament. The other defigns which milcarried in 
the fame manner were thefe : a bill for enlarging 
the terms and powers granted and continued by 
feveral afts of parliament, for repairing the har- 
bour of Dover in Kent, and for reftoring the har- 
bour of Rye in Suflex to its antient gpodnefs. A 
bill to continue an aft, made in the fixth year of 
his prefent majefty*s reign, for the better regulat- 
ing of laftage and ballaftage in the river Thames, 
A bill to reftraih and limit the vending and difpof- 
ing of poifons ; and a bill regulating the manner 
of licenling alehoufes in cities and towns corporate 
within the kingdom of li^ngland. 
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Inquiry 
into the 
caufes of 
the fcajs 
city of 
corn. 


An. 1757. The houfe of commons being d«firou$ of pm-? 
venting, for the future, fach diilrefl^s as the pear 
had Ij^tely undergone, appointed a committee » 
confider of proper provifions to ve^fAin the pric^ 
of corn and bread within due bounds for the fa^ 
ture. For this, purpofc they were impowcrcd to 
fend for perfons, papers, and records y and it was 
rcfolved that all who attended the committee 
fhould have voices. Having inquired into the 
caufes of the late fcarcity, they agreed to feveral 
JrefolutTons, and a bill was brought in to tx^mn 
and amend the laws againft regrators^ forcftalkrs^ 
and engroffers of corn. The committee alfo re- 
ceived inftruAions to inquire into the abufes of 
millers, mealipen, and bakers, with regard to 
bread, and to confider of proper methods to pre- 
vent them in the fequel ; but no further progrefs 
Vas made in this important affair, which was the 
more interefting, as the lives of individuals, in a 
great meafiire, depended upon a fpeedy reforma- 
tion : for the millers and bakers were fard to have 
adulterated their flour with common whiting, lime, 
bone-afhes, allum, and other ingredients pernici- 
ous to the human conftitution -, a confummatron of 
villany for which no adequate punifhment could 
be inflifted. Among the meafures propofed in 
parliament which did not fucceed, one of the moft 
remarkable was a bill prepared by Mr. Rofe FuUer, 
Mr, Charles Townfhend, and Mr." Banks, to ex* 
plain, amend, and render more effeftual a law 
paffed in the reign of king William tHt Thirdj 
intituled, <* An ad to punifh governors of planta- 
tions, in this kingdom, for crimes, committed bjj 
them in the plantations." . This bill was propofecl 

in 
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%n corifequence of fonw complwnts fpedfying a^ An. 175^^ 
iof cruelty, foHy, and opprelEon, by w^ich focm 
^ritjjfh governors had b«en lately diftinguilhed ^ 
but before the bill could be brou^t in, the parii^* 
fiienf was prorogviccj^ 

S«t ho' ftep taken by the houfe of commons, ill inquiry 
the ^dUrfe of this feffiOft, was more intercfting to in^ tnc 
the body of the people, than this inquiry into the Minorca. 
Ibfe of Minorca, which had excited fuch loud and 
univerfel clamour. By aiddrcfles to the king, una- 
if^iniovrfly voted, the Commons requeftcd that his 
Ifrtajefty WoukJ give diiiedtions for laying before 
them copies of all the letters and papers, con- 
taining any intelligence received by the fecrctaries 
of ftate, rfie commiflioners of the admiralty, or any 
others of his majefty*s minifters^ m relation to the 
(equipment of the French fleet at Touion, or the 
defigns ,of the French on Minorca, or any other . 
of his majefty*s pofleffions in Europe ; fince the 
firtft day of January, in the year one thoufandfe vert 
hundred and fifty-five, to the firft day of lail Au- 
guft. They fikewife defired to perufe a lift of the 
Ihips of war that were equipped and made ready 
for fea, from the firft of Aiiguft, in the year one 
thoufend feven hundred and fifty- five, to the thir- 
tieth day of April in the following year; with the 
cppics of all failing orders fent to the commanders 
during that perbd : as alfo the ftatc and condition 
of his majefty's Ihips in the feveral ports of Great 
Britain, at the time of admiral Byng^s departure^ 
with the fquadron under his command, for the re* 
lief of Fort St, Philip, during this period of time 
above-mentioned, according to the monthly re- 
|i|rns made to the admjralry, with the number of 

^ fea- 
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Aa* 1757* feamen muftered and borne on board the refpec* 
five (hips. They demanded copies of all orders 
and inftruAions given to that admiral, and of let- 
ters written to and received from him, during his 
continuance in that coipmand, either by the fecre- 
t^ies of ftate, or lords of the admiralty, rekdng 
to the condition of his fquadron, and to the exe- 
cution of his orders. In a word, they required the 
infpe6tion of all papers which could, in any man- 
ner, tend to explain the lofs of Minorca, and the 
mifcarriage of Mr. Byng's fquadron. His majefty 
complied with every article of their requefts : the 
papers were prefented to the houfe, ordered to lie 
upon the table for the perufal of the members, and 
finally referred to the confideration of a commit* 
tee of the whole houfe. 
Reflec; In the courfe of their deliberations they ad- 

^^ „jg. dreffed his majefty for more information, till at 
tkxiof length the truth feemed to be fmothered under 
P^**^" fuch an enormous burthen of papers, as the efforts 
of a whole feffion could not have properly removed. 
Indeed many difcerntng perfons, without doors, 
began to defpair of feeing the myftery unfolded, 
as foon as the inquiry was undert^en by a com- 
mittee of the whole houfe. They obferved that 
an affair of fuch a dark, intricate, and fufpicious 
nature, ought to have been referred to a fcle6t and 
fccret committee, chofen by ballot, impowered to 
fend for perfons, papers, and records ; and to exa- 
mine witneffes in the moft folemn and deliberate 
manner : that the names of the committee ought 
to have been publifhed for the fatisfaftion of the 
people, who could have judged with fome cer- 
taiiity whether the inq^uiry would be carried oa 
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Vith fuch impartiality as the national misfortune An-iysy- 
required. They fufpefteii that this reference to a 
committee of the whole houfc, was a m ^1 con- 
trivance to prevent a regular and minute inveftiga- 
^ation^ to introduce confufion and <ionteft; to 
puzzle, perplex, and obumbrate; to teaze, fa- 
tigue, and difguft the inquirers, that the exami- 
nation might be hurried over in a fuperficial and 
perfunfkory manner -, and the m — ^y, from this 
anarchy and confufion of materials, half explored 
and undigefted, derive a general parliamentary ap- 
probation, to which they might appeal from the 
accufations of the people. A feleft committee 
would have probably examined fome of the clerks 
of the refpeftive offices, that they might certainly 
know whether any letters or papers had been fup- 
prcffed •,. whether the extrads had been faithfully 
made -, and whether there might not be papers cf 
intelligencje, which, tho* proper to be fubmitted to 
,a feled and fecf et committee, could not confiftently 
with the honour of the nation, be commtinicated j, 
to a committee of the whole Jioufe. Indeed it does 
not appear that the m^ rs had any foreign intelli- 
gence or correfpondents that could be »much de- 
pended upon, in any matter of national impor- 
tance ; and no evidence was examined on tlvis oc- 
cafion : a circumftance the lefs to be regretted, as 
in times paft evil minifters have generally found 
means to render fuch inquiries inefFedlual; and 
the fame arts would, at any rate, have operated 
^ith the fame efficacy, had a fccret committee been 
employed . at this junfture. ' 
' Be that as it may, feveral refolutions were re- 
ported from the committee, though fome of them 

were? 
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Ab. 1757- were not carried by the majority without violent 
Serbia- difpute and fevcre altercation. The firft and laft 
the" com- ^^ ^^^^^ refolutions require particukr notice, 
snittee $ By the former it appeared to the committee, that 

*"^k*o his majefty) from the twenty-feventh day of Au- 
thefe refo- gufl, in the year one thoufand feven hundiied and 
lutions. fifty.five, to the twentieth day of April in the foc- 
ceeding year, received fuch repeated and concur- 
rent intelligence, as gave juft reafon to believe 
that the French king intended to invade his domi- 
nions of Great Britain or Ireland. 

In the latter they declared their opinion, that no 
greater number of fhips of war could be fcnt into 
the Mediterranean, than were adually fcnt thither 
under the command of admiral Byng; nor any 
greater reinforcement than the regiment which was 
fent, and the detachment, equal to a b^ittalion, 
which was ondcred to the relief of Fort St, Philip, 
confiftently with the ftate of the navy, and the va- 
rious fervices effential to the fafety of his majefly*s 
dominions, and the intcrefts of his fubjefts. 

It muft have been fomething more powerful 
than ordinary convidlion that fuggefted thefe opi- 
nions. , Whatever reports might have been circu- 
lated by the French miniftiy, in order to amufe, 
intimidate, and detach the attention of the Engliih 
government from America and the Mediterranean, 
where they really intended to cxeft themfelvesj 
yet the circumftances of the two nations being con- 
fidered, one would think there could have been no 
juft grounds to fear an ijivaQon of Great Britain or 
Ireland, efpecially when other intelligence feeraed 
to point out much more probable fcenes of aflion, , 
pyt the kft refQlutign ^s ftiU njorc incomprehen- 

fiBk 
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fible jto thofe whp know not exaftly the bafis on ^"* *7S7' 
which it wa$ f aifed. The number of ihips of war> in 
a^ual cominifFion, amounted to two hundred and > 
fifty, having on board fifty thoufan^ feamen and 
marines. Intelligence and repeated iiiforniation of 
the French defign uppn Minorca had been con* 
yeyed to the m— y of Englan^J^ about fix months 
t)eforc it wa« put in execution. Is it credible, that 

4n aU this time the nation could not equip or fparc 
above eleven fhips of the line and fix frigates, to 
fave the important ifl^ad of Minorca ? Is it ejify 10 
conceive, that fro(n » Handing army of fifty thou- 
fand men^ one regiment of troops coujd not have 
been detached to reinforce a garrifon, well knowa 

. to be infufficient for the works it was deftiaed to 
defend ? To perfons of common intellects it apr- 
peared, that iDtelligence o£ the armament at Tou- 
lon was conveyfc^ to the admiralty as early as the 
month of Septer|]^%^*Jin the year one thoufand 
feven: hundred! and. fifty-five, with exprefe notice 
that it would comfift of twelve ftiip^ of the 4ine ; 
that the defign ag^inft Minorca was cooiflaunicate^ 
as early as the twenty -feveniii day irf Auguft, by 
conful Banks of Carth^ena; confir?ned by lettem 
from conful Berttes of Genoa, dated on the fcven- 
teenth and twenty -fixth of Janu^y, an4 mceived 
by Mr. Fox, fecretary of ftat)?, on fhe fourth and 
eleventh of February; as well as by many fubfc- 
quent intimations : that, notwithftajading thefe re- 
peated advices^ e.vcn after hoftillties had com- 
menced in Exarope, when the garrifon of Minorca 
amounted to no mor& than four incomplete regi- 
ments, and one company of artillery, forty-two 
officerjs being abfent^ and the place jotherwife 

un- 
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•757- unprovided for a ficge ; when the Mediterraneaii 
iquadron, commanded by Mr. Edgecumbe, con- 
£fted of two fhips of the line, and five frigates ; 
neither ftores, ammunition, orprovifion, theabfenc 
ofEcers belonging to the garrifon, recruits for the 
regiments, through ready ndfed, miners, nor any 
additional troops, were fent to the illand ; nor the 
fquadron augmented, till admiral Byng failed from 
Spithead on the fixth day of April, with no more 
Ihips of the line than, by the moft early and au- 
thentic intelligence, the government were informed 
would fail from Toulon, even when Mr. Byng 
Ihould have been joined by commodore Edge- 
combe ; a juhftion upon which no dcpcndance^ 
ought to have been laid : that this fquadron con- 
fined no troops but fuch as belonged to the four 
regiments in garrifon, except one battalion to fervc 
in the fleet as marines, unlefs we include the Order 
^ for another to be embarictfd at Gibraltar, which 
order was neither obeyed nor underftood: that 
confidering the danger to which Minorca was ex- 
pofed, and the forwardnefs of the enemy's prepa- 
rations at Toulon, admiral Ofborne, with thirteen 

, fliips of the line and one frigate, who returned on 
tlie fixteenth of February, after having convoyed a 
fleet of merchant-fliips, might have been detached 
to Minorca, without hazarding the coaft of Great 
Britain ; for at that time, cxcligfive of this fqua- 
dron, there were eight (hips of the line and thirty- 
two frigates ready manned, and thirty-two fhips of 
the line and five frigates almoft equipped : that 
admiral Hawke was fent with fourteen fhips of the 
line and one frigate to cruize in the bay of Bifcay, 
after repeated intellig|nce had been received that 

the 
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the French fleet had failed for the Weft Ifidies, An.i7j7* 
and the eleven (hips remaining at Breft and Roch- 
forc were in want of hands and cannon, fo that they 
could never ferve to cover any embarkation or 
dcfcent; confequently.Mr. Hawkers fquadron might 
have been fpared for the relief of Minorca : that 
inftead of attending to this important objeft, the ad- 
miralty, on the eighth day of March, fent two 
ihips of the line and three frigates to intercept a 
coafting convoy off Cape Barfleur : on the eleventh 
of' the fame month they detached two (hips of the 
line to the Weft Indies -, and on the nineteenth two 
more to North Anierica, where they dm^d be of 
litde immediate fervice: on the twenty-third two 
of the line and three frigates a convoy-hunting oflf 
Cherburg •, and on the firft of April five (hips of 
the line, including three returned from this laft (er- 
vice, to reinforce Sir Edward Hawke, already too 
ftrong for the French fleet bound to Canada : thae 
all thefe (hips might have been added to Mr. 
Byng's fquadron, ' without expofmg Great Britain 
or Ireland to any hazard of invafion : that at length 
Mr. Byng was detached with ten great (hips only» 
and even denied a frigate to repeat fignals, for ' 
which he petitioned ; although at that very time 
there were in port,.exclufive of his fquadmn, (even- 
teen (hips of the line and thirteen frigates ready 
for fea, befides eleven of the line and nineteen 
frigates almoft equipped. From thefe and other 
circumftances, particularifed and urged with great 
vivacity, many individuals inferred, that a greater 
number of (hips might have been detached to the 
Mediterranean than were adually fent with admiral 
Byng : that the not fending an earlier and ftrongcr 
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An- 1757- force was one great caufe of Minorca*s being lodi 
and cto-opcrated with the dcl^ of the iti — ^Xy^ iit 
fending thither reinforcemeflyte of troopa^ their ne- 
gle£t in foffcring the ofiiccrs of the garrtibn to con* 
diiue abfent from their duty^ %nd their otnitdog to 
give orders for raifing miners to (cm in the £or- 
tmfeofMahon. 
Examina. 'j-j^^ j^^ bquiry in which the houie of corn- 
American sions engaged^ related to (Che oxitradls for vi£tuaL- 
contraft- Ung the forces in America, which were iuppofed 
by fome patriots to be fraiudulent and unoonTcbn- 
able. This fufpicion arofQ from an ambiguoaa 
ttxpr efiic^ on which the oontra&or being interro- 
gated by the oonnmittee^ appointed to examine the 
particulars, he prudently iiitierp?p.oed it in fuch z 
manner as to fcreen hirdfelf from the refentment of 
the kgiflature. The houfe therefore irefoived, that 
the contract entered into on the twcntjrrfixth day 
of March, in tlie yea;r one thdufand feirrn hundred 
and fifty-^fix, bytlieicomchiffibncrs of the treafuty, 
wkh WHliam BaJc^er, ChriAopher Kilby, snd Richard 
Pakefft t^ London, merchants^ &r f amtfhtng pro^ 
yifion^ to the forces undtr die ooram^nd of the 
-earl of Loodon, was prudent and neceliary, and 
properly adapted toj;he fecuring a conftant and ef- 
fe<5tuai fupply for thofe forces in . Anoerica. 
Inquiry la the preceding feBian an addrefs had beeo 
conduft prefented to the king by the houfe of commons, 
of admiral -defiring his m^efty would give oi^rs Yor laying 
Knowles, \^^^q tJi^j^ feveral papers rdadniz to difputcs 
of Jaxnair 'vvhich had lately happened between his e^ceU^icy 
c>* ' Charles Knowles, Efq; and fome of the principal 
idbabitants of the ifland of Jamaica. This gover** 
nor was accuied of many illegal, crud, and sujbl- 
4 tr^ry 
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traty a6ls, durmg the couffe of his arbitration : A». 1757; 
but thefe imputations he incurred by an exertion 
df power which was in it^lf laudable^ and well 
intended for the commercial intereft of the illand* 
This was his changing the feat of government, 
and procuring an ad of aflembl/for removing the 
feveral laws, records, books, papers, and writings 
belonging to feveral offices in that ifland, froni 
Spanifli-town to Kingfton ; and for obliging the 
feveral officers to keep their offices, and hold a 
fuprcme court of judicature, . at this laft place, to 
which he had moved the feat of government. 

Spanifh-town, otherwifc called St. Jago de la 
Vega, the old capital, was an inconfiderable inland 
place, of no fecurity, trade, or importance; where- 
as Kingfton was the center of commerce, iituated 
on the fide of a fine harbour filled with Ihips, well 
fecured from the infults of an enemy, large, weal- 
thy, and flourifliing. Here the merchants dwell, 
and Ihip the grcateft part of the fugars that grow 
upon the ifland. They found it extremely incon- 
venient and cXpenfive to take out their clearances 
at Spanifh-town, which ftands at a confiderable dif- 
tance ; and the fame inconvenience and expence 
being felt by the reft of the inhabitants, \dio had 
pccafion to profecutc fuits at law, o^* attend the aA 
fcmbly of the ifland, they joined in reprefcntations 
to thc^ governor, requefting, that, in confideration 
of thefe inconveniences, adde^ to that of the weak- 
tmh of Spani(ti-town and the importance of King- 
ftprfi the feat of government might be j-cmoved. 
He complied with their rcqucft, and in fo doing 
Vrtsiled upon himfclf the hatred and refemmcnt oST 
certain powerful planters, who pofTei&d eftates m ' 
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and about the old town of St. Jago dc la Vega, 
thus defcrted. This Ibems to have been the real 
fource of the animofity and clamour incurred by 
Mr. Knowles, againft whom a petition, figned by 
nineteen members of the aflemblyi had been fent 
to England, and prefenred to his majefty. 
- In the two feffiohs preceding this year, the affair 
had been brought into the houfe of commons, 
where this governor's charafter was painted in 
frightful colours, and divers papers relating to the 
difpute were examined. Mr. Knowles having by 
this time returned to England, the fubjed of his 
adminiftrafion was revived, and referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole houfe. 

In the mean time petitions were prefented by 
fevcral merchants of I^ondon and Liverpool, con- 
cerned in the trade to Jamaica, alledging, that the 
removal of the public courts, offices, and records 
of the ifland of Jamaica toKingfton, and fixing the 
feat of government there, had been produftive of 
many important advantages, by rendering the 
llrength of the ifland more formidable, the pro- 
perty of the traders and inhabitants more fecure, 
and the prolecution of all commercial bufinefs 
more expeditious and Icfs expenfive than formerly ; 
therefore praying, that the purpofes of, the aft, 
paiTed in Jamaica for that end, might be carried 
into effe&ual execution, in fuch manner as the 
houfe fliould think proper. 

The committee, having examined a great num- 
ber of papers, agreed to fome refolutions, import- 
ing, that a certain refolution of the aflembly of Ja- 
maica, dated on the twenty-ninth day of Oftober, 
in the year one thpufand feven hundred md fifty- 
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thtcc, implying a claim of right iti that aflcmbly ^n. 17J7. 
to raife and apply public iftoney without the con- 
fent of the governor and council ; was illegal, re^ 
pugnant to the terms- of his majefty's commiffion 
to his governor of the faid ifland, and derogatoiry 
of the rights of the crown and people of Great Bri- 
tain : that the fix laft refolutions taken in the af- 
fembly of Janiiaica, on the twenty-ninth day of 
Oftobcr, in the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and fifty-three, proceeded on a manifeft mifapprc- 
henfion of the king's inftruftions to his governor, 
requiring him not to give his aflcnt to any bill of 
an unufual or extraordinary nature and importance^ 
wherein his majefty*s prerogative, or the property 
of his fubjedts, might be prejudiced, or the trade 
or fhipping of the kingdom any ways affefted, un* 
lef;s there fliould be a claufe inferted, fufpending 
the execution of fuch bill until his majefty*s plea- 
fure fliould be known -, that fuch inftruftion wasi 
juft and ncceflary, aod no alteration of the confti* 
tution of the ifland, nor any way derogatory to the 
rights of the fubjefts in Jamaica. From thefe re- 
folutions the reader may perceive the nature of the 
difpute, which had arifen between the people of 
Jamaica and their governor, vice-admiral Knowles^ 
whofe condudt on thi^ occafion fecms to have been 
juftified by the legiflature. The parliamenty how<- 
ever, forbore to determine the queftion^ whether 
the removal of the courts of judicature from Spa-» 
nifli-towri toXingilon was a meafure calculated for 
the intcreft.of the ifland in general. 

The lafl: . fubjeiSt which we fliall mention, as 
having fallen under the cognizance of the commons 
during the feffion of parliament, was the ftate of 
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Att. »757; MSford-havcn on the coaift of Wales, one of the 
Refola- moft capacious, fafe, and commodious harbours \n 
ctt-nine"" Great Britain. Here the country affords many 
Milford- conveniences for building (hips of war, and ered- 
hascn. j^g forts, dotks, quays, and magazines. It might 
be fortified at a very fmall expence, fo as to be 
quite fccure from any attempts of the enemy, and 
rendered by far the moft ufeful harbour in the 
kingdom for fleets, cruifers, trading fhips, and 
packet-boats, bound to and from the weftward^ 
for from hence they may put to fta almoft with 
any wind, and even at tow water : they may wea- 
ther Sciily and Cape Clear when no vefTel can ftir 
from the Britifh channel, or out of the French ports 
of Breft and Rochfort^ and as a poft Can travel 
from hence in three days to London, it might be* 
come xh€ center of very ufeful fea- intelligence. A 
petition from feveral merchants in London was pre> 
fented, and recommended to the houfe^'in a mef- 
fage from the king, fpecifying the advantages of 
this harbour, and the fmall expence at which it 
might be fortified; -and praying, that the houfe 
would take this important fubjedt into confidera- 
tion. Accordingly a committee was appointed for 
this purpofe,. with power to fend for perfons, pa- 
pers, and records ;, and every circumftance relating 
tpit was examined with accuracy and deliberation. 
•At length, the report being made to the houfe by 
Mr. Charles Townfhend, they unanimoufly agreed 
to an addrefs, reprefcnting to his majefty, that 
many great loffcs had been fuftained by the trade 
of the kingdom, in time of war, from the want of 
a . fafe harbour on the weftern coaft of the ifland,. 
for the^reception and £rotcdian of mcrchant-fhip$» 

and 


G E O R G E IL ; 469 

5md fending out cruifers: that the harbour of Mil- An. 1757. 
ford- haven, in the county of Pembroke, is moft 
advantageoufly fituated, and, if properly defended 
and fecurcd, in every refpedt adapted to the anfwer- 
ing thofe important purpofes : thiey therefore hum- 
biy bcfought his majefty, that he would give im- 
mediate diredion^ for eredblng batteries, with pro- . 
per cover, on the fides of the faid harbour, in the 
moft convenient places for guarding the entrance, 
called Hubberftone-road ; and alTo fuch other for- 
tifications as might be ilcceflary to fecure the inte- 
rior parts of the harbour ; and that, until fuch bat- 
teries and fortifications could be completed, fome 
temporary defence might be provided fot the im- 
mediate prdteftion of the Ibips and veflels lyino- in 
the faid harbour : finally, they affured himthe houfe 
would make good to his majefty all foch expences 
as ftiould be incurred for thefc purpofes. The ad- 
drefs met with a gracious reception, and a promife 
that fuch direftions ihould be given. The harbour' ' 
was aftually furveyed, the places were pitched upon 
for batteries, and the eftimates prepared ; but we do 
not find that any f\jrther progrefs hath been made 
in the execution of this truly national defign, which, 
in all probability, will be negledled until it ftiall be 
revived by fome future difafter. 

We have now finifhed the detail of all the mkte- ciofeof 
rial tranfaaions of this feffion, except what relates thcfeffion, 
to the fate of admiral Byng, which now claims our 
attention. In the mean time we may obferve that 
on the fourth day of July the feffion was clofed with 
his' majefty's harangue ; the moft remarkable and 
pleafmg paragraph of which turned upon his royal 
affurance, that the fuccour and prefervation of his 
dominions in America had been his conftint care^ 

9 8i ^tid] 


470 HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 

An, 17J7. and, next to the fecurity of his kingdoms, (hould 
continue to be his great and principal objeft. He 
told them he had taken fuch mcafures as, he trufted, 
by the bleffing of God, might effeftually difappoint 
the defigns of the enemy in thofe parts : that he 
had no further view but to vindicate the juft rights 
of his crown and fubjefts from the moft injurious 
encroachments ; to preferve tranquillity, as far as 
the circumftances of thinjgs might admit; to pre- 
vent the true friends of Britain, and the liberties of 
Europe, from being opprcfled and endangered by 
any unprovoked and unnatural conjunction. ' 

TrJalof Of all the tranfadlions that diftinguiflied this 
^dmiral y^^^^ ^j^^ j^^f^ extraordinary was the fentence exe- 

^ ^' gutcd on j^dmiral Byng, the fon of that great officer 
who had acquired fuch honour by his naval exploits 
in the preceding reign, and was ennobled for his 
ferviccs by the title of lord vifcount Torrington. 
His fecopd fqn, John Byng, had, from his earlieft 
youth, been trained to his father's profeffion •, and 
was generally eftecmcd one of the beft officers in 
the navy, when he embarkied in that expedition to 
Minorca which covered his charadter with difgrace, 
^nd even expofed him tp all the horrors of an igno-^ 
minioys death. On the twenty-eighth day of De- 
cember his trial began before a court- martial, held 
on board of the Ihip St. George in the harbour of 
Portfmouth, to which place Mr, Byng had l?een 
conveyed from Greenwich by a party of horfe- 
guards, and infulted by the populace in every town 
and village through which Ke pafled. The court 
having proceeded to examirie the evidences for the 
crown and the prifoner, from day to day, in the 
courfe of a long fitting, agreed unanimoufly to thir- 
jy-f<?veo r^folutiOns, implying their opinion, that 
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admiral By t^, during the engagement between the An. ij^j. 
Britifti and French fleets, on the twentieth day of 
May laft^did not do his utmoft endeavour to take, . 
feize, and deftroy the fbips of the French king, 
which it was his duty to have engaged ; and to af- 
lift fuchpf his niajefty's Oiips as were engaged, 
which it was his duty to have afllfted ; and that he 
did not exert his utmoft power for the relief of St. 
Philip's caftle; They therefore unanimoufly agreed, . 
that he fell under part of the twelfth article of an adt . 
of parliament, pafled in the twenty-fecond year of 
the prefent reign, for amending, explaining, and 
reducing into; o^ic aft of parliament the laws re- ^ 
latiqg to the government of his majefty's (hips,, 
vcflcls,, and forces -by fea-, and as that article pofi-; 
tively prefcribed death, without any alternative left 
tQ the difcretion of the court, lender any variation 
of circumftanccs, they unaninK)ufly adjudged the , 
faid admiral John Byng to be ftiot to death, at (iKh 
time and on board of fu^h Ihip as the lords commtf-. 
fioners of the admiralty ftiould pfeafe to dirc£t.^ 
But as it appeared, by the evidence of the officers 
that were near the admiral's perfon, that no back- 
wdrdnefe.was perceiveable in him during the aftion, 
nor ^ny n^ark of fear or confufion cither in his 
countenance or behaviour-, but that he delivered 
his orders coolly and diftinftly, without feeming 
deficient in perfonal courage, and, from other cir- 
cumftances, they believed his mifcondud: did noj 
arife either from cowardice or difaffedtioA, they una- 
nimoufly and earneftly recommended him as a pro- 
pter objcft of mercy. The admiral himfelf behaved, 
through the whole trial, with the moft chearful com- 
pofure, fcemingly the cffe6t of confcious innocence, 
upon which perhaps he too much relied. Even 

GJg 4 after 
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An. I7S7- after he had heard the cvidcncie examined againft 
him, and iiniihed his own defence, he laid his ac- 
count with being honourably acquitted, and ordered 
his coach to be ready for conveying him direftly 
from the tribunal to London. A gentleman, his 
friend, by whom he was attended, having icceived 
intimation of the fentence to be pronounced,*thooght 
it his duty to prepare him for the occafion, that he 
might fummon all his fortitude to his affiftance -, 
and accordingly nvtde him acquainted with the in- 
formation he had received. The admiral gave 
tokens of furprize anc^ refentment •, but betrayed 
no marks of fear or-xliforder, eithtr then or in the 
court when the fentence was prortouriced. . On the 
contrary, while divers members of the court-martial 
manifeftcd grief, anxiety, and trepidation, fliedding 
tears, and fighing with extraordinary emotion, he 
heard his doom denounced without undergoing the 
leaft alteration of feature^ and made a low obeifance 
to the prefidcnt and the other members of the 
court as he retired. 
He is The officers that compofed this tribunal were fo 

mended f^^fible of the law's fevcrity, that they unanimdufly 
to mercy, fubfcribcd a letter to the ^^oard of admiralty, con- 
taining this remarkable paragraph j " We cannot 
help laying the diftreffes of our minds before you^ 
lordfliips on this occafion, in finding ourfelves un^^ 
der a necf^ffity of condemning a man to death, from 
the great feverity of the twelfth article of war, part 
of which he falls under, which admits of no miti- 
gation, if the crime Ihould be committed by an er^ 
ror in judgmefiCi and theref.^re, for our own con* 
fcicnccs fake, as /well a"? in juftice to the prifoner^ 
we pray your lordlhips, in the mod edrneft manner, 
to recommend h;m to his majcfty's clemency/* The 

Ix'is 
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lords of the admiraky, Inftcad of complying >*ridi.» An, 1757;, 
the rcqucft of the court-martial, tranfmittcd thcif: 
letner to the king, with copies of their proceedings, 
and a letter from thennfelves to hrsTnajefty, fpccify-^ 
ing a doubt with regard to the legality of the fen-^ 
tcnce, as the crime of Negligence^ for which the 
admiral had been condemned, was not expreOed in 
any pirt of the proceedings. jAlt the fame time co- 
pies of two petitions from George brd vifcoudt' 
Torrington, in behalf of his kinfman admiral By rig, 
were fubmitted to his majefty's royal wifdom and 
determination. All the friends and relations of the 
unhappy conVidt employed and exerted their in- 
fluence and intercft for his pardon i and as the cir- 
cumftances had appeared fo ftrong in his favour, it- 
was fuppofed that the fccptre.of royal mercy would 
be extended for his preferration : but infamous arts 
were ufed to whet the iavage appetite of the popu^ 
lace for blood. The cry of vengeance was loucf 
throughout the land : fullen clouds of fufpicion and 
malevolence interpofing, were fald to obftrudl thi^ 
genial beams of the bcft virtue that adornir tb^l 

throne j and the f n was given to- underftand, 

that the execution of admiral Byng was a vie^im ab- 
folutcly neceflary to appeafe the fury of tfee p€opIe.> 
His majefty, in confequence of the reprefentation 
^ade try the lords of the admiralty, referred the 
fentejice to the confideration of the twelve judges,* 
who were uhanimoufly of opinion that the fehtence 
was legal. This report being tranlmitted from the 
privy-council to the admiralty, their lordftiips iffuett 
a warrant for executing the fentcnce of^ death on 
the twenty-eighth day of February. One gentle- 
man at the board, however, refufed to fubfcribc the 
warrant) affigning, for hisi refulal, the reafons which. 

vre 
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An. 1757. we have infcrtfd by way of note, for the £iti^c-.' 
tion of the reader *. . 

; Though 

• A— ■— IF— — s*s Reafony for not figniag the warrant for admiral Byng^s 

execution. ' 

'' It may be thought great prefumption in me to differ from fo great * 
authority as that of the twelve judges ; but when a man is called upon to 
fign his name to an aA, which is to give authority to the (hedding of 
blood, he ought to be guided by his own oonfcience^ and not by the opi- 
nions of other men. 

In the cafe before us, , it is not the merit of admiral Byng that I confi- 
der : whether he deferves death, or not, is not a queftion for me to de- 
cide ; but whether or not his life can be taken away by the fentence pro- 
nounced on him by the court-martial j and after having fo clearly ex> 
plained their motives for pronouncing fuch a fentence, is the point which 
alone has employed my rhoft ferious confideration. 

The twelfth article of war, ion which admiral Byng^s fentence is- 
grounded, fays, (according to my underilanding of its meaning) '* That 
every perfon who, in time of a^ion, (hall withdraw, keep back, or not 
come into fight, or who fliall not do his utmoil. Sec. through motives of 
cowardice, negligence, or difaffe^tion, (hall fuifer death.** The court- 
martial does, in exprefs words,' acqiiit admiral Byng of cowardice and dif- ' 
affe^on, and does not name the word Negligeircc. Admiral Byng doe& 
not, as I conceive, fall under the letter or defcription of the twelfth article 
of war. It may befaid, that negligence is implied, though the word is 
not mentioned ; otherwife the court-martial would not have brought his 
offence under the twelfth article, having aciquitted him of cowardice and 
diClffeAion. But it muft be acknowledged, that the negligence implied 
cannot be wilful negligence ; for wilful negligence, in admiral Ryng*s 
fituation, muft have proceeded from either cowardice or difaffedion, and 
|m is txjntdy acquitted of both thefe crimes ; befides, thefe crimes, which 
are implied only, and not named, may indeed juftify fufpicton, and pri-' 
Tate opinion j but cannot fatisfy the confcience in a cai^ of blood. 

Admiral Byng*s fate was referred to a court-martial ; his life and 
death were left to their opinions. The court-martial condemn him to 
d^th, becauiis, as they exprefly fay, they were under a neceffity of do- 
ing fo by reafon of the letter of the law, the feverity of which. they com-% 
plained of» becaufe it admits of no mitigation. The court-martial ex- 
pnOy fay, that for the fake of their confciences, as 'well as in juftice to 
the prifoner, they moft eameilly recommend him to his majefty for 
mercy ; it is evident then, that in the opinions . and confciences of the 
judges, be was not deferving of death. 

The queftion then is, (hall the opinions, or neceifitles, of the court- 
martial determine admiral Byng*s fate? if it (hould be the latter, he 
«rUl be executed contrary to the intentions and meaning of the judges ; if 
the former, his life is not foifelted. His judges declare him not de- 
ferving of death 9 but, iniftaking either the mealing of the law, or the 
nature of his offence, they bring him under an article of war, which, ac- 
cording to their own defcription of his offence, he does not, . I* 
conceive, fall under; and then they cpndemn him to death, becaufo 
as they fay, the law admits of no mitigation. Can a man^s life be 
taken away by fuch a fentence? I would not willingly be mifunderftobd,' 
and have it believed that I judge of admiral Byng*s deferts ; tha^ was the 

bua> 
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Though mercy. was denied to the criminal, the An* 1757^ 
crown feemed determined to do nothing that fhould J^^ 
be thought inconfiftent with law. A member of mcffagcto 
parliament, who had fat upon the court-martial parlk- 
at Portfmouth, rofe up in his place, and made ap- ™f"'r*'^ 
plication to the houfe of commons, in behalf of the fen- 
himfelf, and feveraV other members of that tribq- wocc- 
pal, praying the aid of the legiflature to be relealcd 
from the oath of fccrecy impofed on courts^-martial, 
that they might difclofe the grounds on which fen- 
^encc of death had paiHed on admiral Byng, and, 
perhaps, difcover fuch circumftances as might fhcfw 
^the fentence to be improper. Although this' appli- 
cation prodiKed no refolution in the houfe, the 
Jcing, on the twenty- fixth day of February, ferit a 
meflage to the commons by Mr. fecretary Pitt, im-" 
porting, that 'though he had determined to let th^ 
law tiakc its courfe, with relation to admiral Byng,' 
and refilled all folicitations to the contrary, yet, as 
a member of the houfe had expreflcd fome fcruples 
about the fentence, his majefty had thought fit to 
refpite the execution of it, that there might be an ' 
opportunity of knowing, by the Separate examina- 
tion of the members of the court-martial, upon' 
oath, what grounds there were for fuch fcruples ; 
and that his majefty was refolvcd liill to let the fen- 
tence be carried into execution, unlefs it Ihould 


t^ufinefs of 4 court-martial, arid it is my duty oah^ to aft Recording to my 
confcience ; which, after deliberate consideration, aififted by the beft light 
a poor underftanding.can afford, it remains ftill In doubt, and therefore I 
cannot coi^fent to (ign a warrant whereby the fentence of the court-mar- 
tial may be carried into execution $ for I cannot«help thinking, that how- 
ler criminal admiral Byng may be, his life is not forfeited by tbat fen- 
tence. I don^t mean to find fault with other men's opinions : all I en- 
deavour at, is to give reafons for my own; apd all I defire, or wifh, is, 
that I may not be mifun^erflood s | do not pretepd to judge admiral 
$^n|;'s deferts, nor to give any opinion 911 the propriety of the aA. 

^ignad 16 Feb, 1757^ at ibc Admiralty, J. F ,'* 

appear 
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An. 1757. appear from the faid examination^ that admiral 
Byng was unjuftly condemned. The fentencc 
might be (Iridtly legd, and, at the fame time, very 
fcvere, according to the maxim, fuqimum jus fum- 
ma injuria. In fuch cafes, and perhaps in fuch 
cafes only, the rigour of the law ought to be foft- 
encd by the lenient hand of the royal prerogative. 
That this was the cafe of admiral Byng, appears 
frpm the warm and eager interceifion of his jury ;• 
a fpecies of interceflion which bath generally, if not 
always, prevailed at the foot of the throne, when 
any thing favourable for the criminal had appeared 
in the courfe of the trial. How much more then 
might it have been e3i5>c6ted to fuccecd, when earn- 
cftly urged as a cafe of cpnfcience, in behalf of a 
xnan whom his judges had exprefly acquitted of 
cowardice and treachery, the only twp imputations 
that rendered hinj criminal in the eyes of the na- 
tion t Such an interpofition of the crown in parlia- 
mentary tranfaftions was irregular, unneceflary, 
and, at another jundure, might have been pro- 
<^uftive of violent heats and declamation. At pre- 
fent, however, it pg^ed without cenfure, as the 
ciFe6t of inattenrion, rather than a dcfign to en- 
croach upon the privileges of the houfe. 
Bill to re- The mefTagc being communicated, a bill was 
leafe the immediately brought in to rcleafe the membcjrs of 
from their the court-rnartial from the obligation 01 lecrecy, 
oath of fe- ^^j^j paffed through the lower houfe without oppo- 
^^^1' fition: but in the houfe of lords it appeared to be 
deftitutc of a proper foundation. They feat a mef- 
i5^ to the commons, defiring them to give leave 
that fuch of the members of the court-martial, as 
were members of that houfe, might attend their 
lord{hips, in order to be examined, on the fecond 

reading 
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^ reading of the bill: accordingly, they and the reft Aii. i7sr- 
of the court-martial attended, and anfwered all 
queftioas without hefitation. As they did not in- 
, fift upon any excufc, nor produce any fatisfaftory 
reafon for fliewing that the man they had con- 
demned was a proper objeA of mercy, their lord- 
ftiips were of opinion that there was nooccafion for 
. pafling any fuch bill, which ^ therefore, they almoft 
unanimoufly rcjcia:ed. It is not cafy to conceive 
what ftrongpr reafons could be given for proving 
Mr. By ng an objed of mercy than thofe mentioned 
in the letter fent to the board of admiralty, by 
. the members of the court-martial, who were im- 
. powered to try the imputed offence, confequently 
muft have been deemed well qualified to judge of 
. his condu£t. 

The unfortunate admiral, being thus abandoned The txt- 
to the ftroke of juftice, prepared himfelf for death ^H^^^'* ?^ 
with refignation and tranquillity. He maintained Byng. 
a furprifing chearfulnefs to the laft ; nor did he, 
firom his condemiiation to his execution, exhibit 
the leaft fign of impatience or apprehenfion. Dur- 
ing that interval he had remained on board of the ^ 
, Monarque, a third rate Ihip of war, anchored in 
the harbour of Portfmouth, under a ftrong guard, 
• in cuftx)dy of the ftiarflial of the admiralty. On 
the fourteenth of March, the day fixed for his exe- 
cution, the boats belonging to the fquadron at 
Spithead being manned and armed, containing 
their captains and officers, with a detachment of 
marines, attended this folemnity in the harbour, 
which was alfo crouded with an infinite number of 
other boats and veffels filled with fpeftators. About 
fK>on, the admiral having taken leave of a clergy- 
man and two friends, who accompanied him, 

walked 
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Att..i757- walked out rf'the great cabin to the quarter-deck, 
where two files of marines were ready to execute 
the fentence. He advanced with a firm, delibe- 
rate ftep, a compofed and refolute countenance, 
and refolved to fuflfer with his face uncovered, un- 
til his iViends reprefenting that his looks would 
poflibly intimidate the foldiers, and pi'event their 
taking aim properly, he fubmitted to their requeft, 
threw his hat on the deck, kneeled on a cuihion, 
tied one white handkerchief over his eyes, and 
dropped the other as a fignal for his executioners, 
who firedra volley fo decifive that five balls palled 
through hi^ibody, and he dropped down dead in an 
inllant. The time in which this tragedy was afted, 
from his walking out of the cabin to his being de- 
pofited in tlie coffin, did not exceed three minutes. 
Paper dc- Thus fell, to the aftonilhment of all Europe, ad- 
livered by miral John Byng, who, whatever his errors and 
marftialof i'^difcretions might have been, feems to have been 
thcadmi- rafhly condemned, meanly given up, and cruelly 
^^' ' facrificed to vile confideratidns. The fehtiments 
of his own fate he avowed on the verge of 
eternity, when there w^s no longer any caufe of 
■ diflimulation, in the following declaration, which, 
immediately before his death, he delivered to the 
marlhal of the admiralty. *' A few moments will 
now deliver me from the virulent >perfecution,. and 
fruftrate the further malice of my enemies. Nor 
need I envy them a life fubjeft to the fenfations my 
injuries, and the injuftice done me, muft create; 
perfuaded I am that juftice will be done to my re- 
putation hereafter : the manner and caufe of raifiog 
. and keeping up the popular clartiour and preju- 
dice againft rtie, will be feen through. I fhall be 
confidered (as I now perceive myfclf) a vidim def- 
2 lined 
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tincd to divert the indignation and refentment oi ^n. 1757; 
an injured and deluded people frqtxi the proper ob- 
jcfts* My enemies themfclvcs muft now think 
me innocent. Happy for me, at this my laft mo- 
ment, that I know my own innocence, and am 
fConfciQus that no part of my country's misfortunes 
can be owing to me. I heartily wifli the Ihedding 
iny blood may contribute to the happinefs and fer- 
yicc of my country; but catinot refign myjuft 
claim to a faithful difcharge of my duty according 
to the bcft of my judgment, and the utmoft exer- 
tion of my ability for hjs majefty's honour, and my 
country's fervice. I am forry that my endeavour^ 
were not attended with more fuccefs ; and that the 
armament, under my command, proved too weak 
to fucceed in an expedition of fuch moment. Truth 
has prevailed over calumny and falfehood, and 
juftice has wiped off the ignominious ftain of my 
fuppofed want of perfonal courage, and t)ic charge 
of diMeftion* My heart acquits me of thefc 
crimes : but who can be prefumptuoufly fure of hi$ 
own judgment ? If my crime is an error in judg- 
rneot) or diBTering in opinion from my judges, and 
if yet the error in judgment (hould be on their fide, 
;God forgive them, as I do ; and may the diftrefs of 
their minds, and uneafinefs of their confciences, 
which ill juftice to me they have reprefented, be 
relieved gnd fubfide as my refentment has done. 
The Supreme Judge fees all hearts and motives, 
and to him I muft fubmit the juftice of my caufe." 

Notwithftanding all that has been faid in his Remarks 
favour : notwithftanding the infamous arts that "P®" ^f 
wfsre pradiled to keep up the cry againft him i not- fate. 
withftanding thi$ folemn appeal to heaven in his 
laft moments, and even felf-conviftion of inno-" 

' cence. 
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An. 1757. ccnce, the charafter of admiral Byflg, in point of 
pcrlbnal courage, will ftill with many people re- 
main problematical. They will ftill be of opinioi}> 
that if thefpirit of a Britiih admiral- bad been pro- 
|>crly exerted, the French .fleet would have been 
defeated, and Minorca relieved. A man*s^ opinion 
of danger vanes at different times, in confequetice 
of an irregular tide of animal fpirits, and he is 
actuated by confiderations which he dares not avow. 
After an officer, thus influenced, has hefitated or 
kept aloof iti the hour of trial, the miiid^ eager for 
its own juftification, aflfemblcs, with furprifing in- 
duftry, every favourable circumftance of excufe, 
and broods over them with parental partiality, until 
it becomes hot oaly fatisfied, but even enamoured 
of their beauty and complei&ion ; like a doattng mo- 
ther, blind to the deformity of her own offspring* 
'Whatever Mr. Byng's internal feelings might have 
'bt en ; whatever confequences might: have attended 
his behaviour on that Occafior^ i as the tribunal be- 
fore which . he was tried^ acquitted hirti exprefly of 
cowardice and treachery, hi? was, without all doubt, 
-a proper objeft for royal clemency, and fo impartial 
pofterity'Wiir judge him, after all thofe dtfli(MK>ur- 
able motives of faftion and of fear, by which his 
fate was irtfluenced, fliall be loft in'oWivion, or re- 
rhembtfred with dildain* The people of Great Bri- 
-tain, naturally fierce, impatient, and clamorous, 
have been too much indulged, lipon every petty 
mifcarriage, with trials, courts-martial, and difmif- 

? ■ ^ fibns, which tend only to render their military com- 

' manders r^lh and precipitate, the populace more 
licentious and intraftable, and to difgracc the ^na- 
' tlonal charadtcr in the opinion of mankind. 
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